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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME  
NEW ZEALAND MULTI ACTIVITY EXPEDITION 
 
In December of 2026 we are planning an exciting outdoor activities expedition 
incorporating the best that New Zealand can offer. 
 
The objective of this expedition is to complete a 4-day bushwalk in the classic 
Young/Wilkins valleys including an alpine crossing of Gillespie Pass.  The walk 
will give students a wilderness experience in an environment totally different 
to anywhere in Australia. 
 
At the same time, we will be visiting different areas of the South Island participating in various activities that may include day 
walks, canyoning, white water kayaking, white-water rafting and sightseeing.  It is truly a multi-faceted expedition which will 
prove exciting and enjoyable for all concerned. 
 
Students who wish to apply for this trip must have completed at least 2 multiday bushwalks through the Duke of Ed scheme (or 
WestQuest) by the start of Term 4 2026, possess an adventurous spirit and be prepared to be involved in the planning and 
preparation required for such an expedition.  
 
Below are some details of the trip.  On the other pages you will find a proposed itinerary and other details.  If your child is 
interested, can you complete the permission slip and return it to Julie Engelhardt at Westminster.  More information will be 
distributed at a later date, but if you have any enquiries please contact me at the School (8276 0337) mobile (0408508051) or 
email : jengelhardt@westminster.sa.edu.au 
 
DATES:   November 30th – December 9th 2026 
LOCATION:  South Island: Queenstown, Wanaka and Makarora 
COST:   Approximately $3,200 
TRANSPORT:  Hire 12-Seater Vans 
DEPOSIT: Non-refundable $1000 deposit on acceptance of consent to go invitation, through students’ billing 

account. Balance to be paid in 2027 billing. 
NUMBERS:  A capacity of 16 students 
STAFF:   Julie Engelhardt, Rob McLean, Gordon Begg, and 1 other OED staff member.  
FOOD:  Students are to provide most of their own food, especially for the 

expedition. Supermarkets will be utilised. 
PASSPORT:  Students must have a current passport 
EQUIPMENT: Students must have suitable hiking footwear (no sneakers will be 

allowed). Most other required equipment may be borrowed from 
school if students can not source their own. Equipment list to follow.  

TRAVEL INSURANCE:    Through Westminster School 
INCLUSIONS: Everything listed on itinerary except food. 

Useful sites: 2018 Trip https://youtu.be/d5RsNLNwo84  
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NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITION 

I T I N E R A R Y - D E C E M B E R 2026 
 
 
Monday 30th Nov Depart Adelaide Airport. Arrive in Queenstown. 
 Pick up Buses and Drive to Wanaka (one hour).  

     Accommodation in Lodge. 
 

Tues 1st Dec  Day walk in Wanaka. Shop for expedition food then bus to Makarora. Blue Pools. 
                Accommodation in Lodge. 
 

Wed 2nd Dec  4 day walk on the Young/Wilkins Track staying in tents.  

 Jet boat to walk start and jet boat from walk finish.  

 Fantastic scenery and an alpine pass to cross and flowing rivers.  

 Refer to trip notes or website above. 

 

Sat 5th Dec Finish walk at Makarora.  Jet boat out. Drive to Wanaka. 

 Accommodation in Wanaka Lodge. 
 
Sun 6th Dec  White-Water Kayaking / Canyoning – Camp Wanaka 

Mon 7th Dec White-Water Kayaking / Canyoning  then Queenstown to camp. 
 
Tues 8th Dec Day of leisure in Queenstown (optional Whitewater Rafting) 

Wed 9th Dec Queenstown Airport by bus early departure. 

      Flight Queenstown to Adelaide.  
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PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 

The following is a list of preferred personal equipment for 4 days, advanced walking in 
Alpine or Remote areas. If you do not personally own any of these items they can be 
purchased or borrowed… 
 
CLOTHING 

 2 shirts, one light, the other warmer. Preferably long sleaved for better sun 
protection. (WestQuest shirt is great). 

 1 pair of walking shorts or tights 
 Walking boots/shoes, medium weight with Vibram (or equivalent) sole is best. 

Make sure they are WELL WORN IN! 
 3 pairs of socks. Marino wool or equivalent.  
 2 Thermal Tops  
 1 Thermal Long bottom 
 Underwear + Beanie and Gloves 
 Light weight Polar fleece. (mid layer) 
 Down Jacket (preferrable to have a hood) 
 Broad-brimmed sunhat with chin strap 
 Waterproof jacket (Gore-tex or similar). School will provide unless student has theirs checked.  
 Over-pants. (School will provide) 
 Gaiters, canvas or proofed nylon are optional (keeps boots drier) 

SLEEPING 

 Sleeping bag - good quality down-filled bag with a hood. Rated approximately -5 comfort (or colder) 
 Foam sleeping mat or self-inflating mat 

 Head torch with spare batteries (remember to pack this in your carry on) 

TOILETRIES 

 Small amount of soap Small amount of toilet 
paper, waterproofed 

 Toothbrush and toothpaste 
 Towel (chamois is best, but hand towel is 

adequate) 

 Sanitary items (girls) 
 Any personal first aid equipment (i.e. Ventolin, 

bandaids, strapping tape for blisters etc.) 
 Sunscreen and SPF Lip-balm, Insect repellent 

 

EATING 

 Light plate, bowl & mug 
 Eating utensils 

 2 x 1L litre drink bottles 
 Teatowel 
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New Zealand Expedition 2026 
 
FROM THE OUTDOOR EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
 
As parent/guardian of:  (student name) 

 
I give my consent: (your name) 

 
For my son/daughter to 
participate in: 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH NEW ZEALAND ADVENTURE  

 
at / on 30th November – 9th DECEMBER 2026 

 

 
Students who have met the preparation criteria for entry will be offered a place on a first in, first served basis.  

Further consent will be required through the Consent to Go platform, and upon accepting the invitation families will be 
charged a non-refundable deposit of $1000.   

This trip runs in accordance with the School’s Trip Policy, meaning that at the time of application student’s school fee 
payments must be up to date. The School reserves the right to preclude a student from the trip if student school fee 
payments fall into arrears any time before the trip. Seqta pastoral reports may also be factored into selection criteria. 

 
 

 
Signed: 

 
_________________________________ 

 
Date:  _____ /_____ /_____ 
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