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Westminster School

Year4-Term 4 Overview

Welcome to Term 4. We hope you enjoyed the break and had the chance to spend some quality
time with your child. We’re looking forward to another busy and engaging term filled with rich
learning experiences. This term we are excited to visit the South Australian Maritime Museum in
Week 2 and participate in Swimming Carnival in the middle of the term.

At this stage in Year 4, it is important for the students to be independent in their learning and
organisation. This is their last term of Middle Primary, and the expectations for Upper Primary next
year are for students to be able to show initiative with their diary, schoolwork and belongings.
Please support your child appropriately.

Homework/SEQTA

During Term 4, we will continue to place homework on SEQTA. This will continue to include
reading, typing and completing a micro-credential online. We also strongly recommend practicing
times-tables at home as this is an area that requires continued practice to improve automaticity.
This term the students will bring home some work related to our English and HASS units, where
they will prepare an oral presentation.

Uniform

A reminder that co-curricular jumpers/hoodies are only to be worn during co-curricular activities
before and after school. Please also note that students should bring their hats to school each day
please.

Parent Help

Thank you to all parents for their continued support with our excursions. It has been so incredible
to have so many eager volunteers! Thanks in advance to those parents who will be supporting us
on our excursion in Week 2.

Swimming
A reminder that Swimming Lessons will be part of our week in Weeks 4 and 5. Please ensure your
child has all items labelled for these lessons. The students must have appropriate bathers,
goggles, towel and change of clothes. We suggest also providing an extra snack on swimming
days as the students can get hungrier during this time. Swimming Carnival is on Friday, November
14, Week 5.

Term 4 Curriculum

Students will continue to be encouraged to connect and apply their knowledge and understanding
to different learning areas.

HASS

This term we are learning about the First Fleet. The students will learn the reasons behind
transportation to the colonies and delve into the perspectives of First Nation Australians. The
students will research the explorers of the time and their ships. This will link into our English unit
and conclude with an oral presentation.
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Science

During Term 3, we will be learning about different forces including gravitational pull, magnetism,
air resistance and friction. The students will be completing a variety of experiments where they
will be expected to identify the independent, dependent and controlled variables.

Mathematics

This term, we will start with consolidation of our learning about Chance and Data before moving
onto our unit of study on Time. Investigations will revolve around use of am and pm notation and
solving simple time problems including calculating time between events (movie, journey, flight),
converting between units of time and solving time problems (timetables, routines, planning
activities). Later in the term we will consolidate and revise the four operations of addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division, and problem-solving strategies.

English

This term, students are developing their persuasive writing skills by learning how to construct
strong arguments and support their ideas with evidence. In grammar, we are reviewing parts of
speech, quotation marks, editing skills, and exploring synonyms and antonyms to strengthen
vocabulary choices. Our class novel is Tom Appleby: Convict Boy by Jackie French, which links
closely to our HASS unit on the First Fleet. As part of their speaking and listening work, students
will also prepare and present an oral presentation on the First Fleet.

Design Technology

During Term 4, we are learning about how food is preserved and prepared. We are comparing food
from the First Fleet to food today and looking at the Australian Healthy Eating Guidelines to
compare nutritional value. The students will do a small amount of cooking/preparing food at
school.

Music

In Term 4 students will learn about composing music using both rhythms and melody. We will
explore the characteristics of a good melody and use the major pentatonic scale to compose an
8-bar melody. Students will use traditional notation to create a composition which they can play
on xylophones and share with peers. Later in the term students will explore instruments from
different families and discover ways of describing and recognising instruments based on their
timbre.

Drama

This term in Drama, Year 4 students will continue building on their understanding of the
fundamental elements of drama introduced last term, such as role, situation, focus, tension,
space, and time. Our focus this term shifts towards exploring and performing scripted scenes,
giving students the opportunity to deepen their understanding of characterisation and storytelling
through rehearsed performance.
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Physical Education

The initial focus of the term will be enhancing our ‘Striking and Fielding’ games by developing the
knowledge of the Technical and Tactical skills of the different activities. They will continue to
manipulate space to increase or decrease the scoring opportunities them or their team will have
or prevent. Our time during ‘Swimming and Aquatics’ willinvolve learning about movements such
as coordinating kicking with arm movements to move the body through the water. Knowledge and
understanding of these concepts will be just as important as the skills required to complete these
movements. In the later part of the term, the Year 4’s will participate in physical activities in
natural and outdoor settings to examine factors that can influence their own and others
participation levels through a unit of ‘Game Creation’.

Visual Arts

This term the children will be exploring the art world of mosaics. They will look at the importance
of mosaic artin history and how it is used as a contemporary art form today. They will explore and
critique the artwork of Adelaide mosaic artist, Anne Allen, during a visit where they will get to see
mosaic artwork up close. They will then use this knowledge of mosaics to plan their own paper
mosaic inspired by past video games, such as space invaders. They will create pixelated video
game character mosaic artworks.

Chinese

This term, Year 4 students will begin exploring the topic of Feelings. They will learn Chinese
vocabulary to describe different emotions and practice asking and answering the question, “How
are you feeling?” In addition to building their language skills, students will discover how gestures
and body language can vary across cultures. To deepen their understanding, they will also learn a
Tang Dynasty poem, gaining insight into how poetry has long been used to express ideas and
emotions in Chinese culture.

RAVE

In RAVE this term, Year 4 will be investigating how mindfulness positively impacts our wellbeing.
We will consider the connections between physical activity, emotional wellness and social
wellness. We will look at how mindfulness helps us with our worries and regulating our feelings.
We will engage in mindful breathing and eating. We will also investigate the changes that take
place in our bodies during physical activity and the connection between physical activity, stress
management and relaxation.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions, comments or concerns.

Vida Heaslip T:08 8276 0292 E: vheaslip@westminster.sa.edu.au
Craig Leith T:088276 0311 E: cleith@westminster.sa.edu.au
Fleur Kennedy T:08 8276 0290 E: fkennedy@westminster.sa.edu.au
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