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1 Purpose   
 

Westminster School takes pride in sharing its grounds with the local community, including the pets of neighbouring families 
and students. However, with an increasing number of dogs being brought onto school grounds, it is necessary to provide clear 
guidelines regarding when it is appropriate to bring dogs onto the premises and the conditions under which they may be 
permitted to walk or run around the oval. 

2 Definitions  
  

Assistance Dogs Refers to guide dogs, hearing dogs, or disability dogs as defined under the Dog and Cat 
Management Act 1995. 

Effective Control 

A person is considered to have effective control of a dog if: 
 

• The dog is secured safely within a vehicle; 
 

• The dog is restrained by a physical lead or harness; or 
 

• The dog is under verbal or non-verbal command, remains in close proximity to the 
handler, and is visible to the handler at all times. (permitted only outside of restricted 
hours) 

Children’s Playground Any enclosed area containing equipment, apparatus, or devices intended for children’s play, or 
within a five-metre radius of such equipment if no enclosure exists. 

3 References   
 

• Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 

• City of Marion Dogs By-Law No. 4, 2014 

4 Guidelines  
 

These guidelines ensure Westminster School continues to provide a safe environment for students while allowing 
responsible dog owners to enjoy the grounds at appropriate times. Dog owners should be mindful that some children 
and adults may be fearful of or allergic to dogs. These guidelines have been developed in response to actual incidents, as 
well as feedback from parents and students: 
 
Restricted Hours: During school terms, from Monday to Friday between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm, dogs are not permitted to 
be walked or run on school grounds due to the high volume of students, staff, and visitors. Any dog brought onto the 
grounds during these hours must remain secured inside a vehicle. The only exception applies to Assistance Dogs. Similarly, 
dogs belonging to campus residents must be secured in a yard during these hours. 
 
Permitted Hours: Outside of school hours—including weekends, school holidays, and public holidays—dogs may be 
walked or run on school grounds, provided they remain under effective control. During times when large groups of people 
are present, such as during evening sports or special events, dogs must be physically restrained. During quieter periods, 
effective control by command is acceptable. 
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Restricted Areas: Except where permitted under the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 or by specific approval from the 
School (e.g. Assistance Dogs, therapy dogs, law enforcement dogs, or campus residents’ pets), dogs are not permitted 
inside school buildings, including classrooms. Dogs must not roam freely in children’s playgrounds or other areas where 
children or animals frequently congregate. 

5 Responsibilities of Dog Owners  
 

Dog owners who bring their pets onto school grounds must: 
 
• Maintain effective control of their dog at all times and comply with all school signage and rules, 

• Consider the potential risks associated with bringing their pet onto school grounds, ensuring the safety of all 

students and visitors, 

• Be aware of their legal responsibilities, as the School assumes no liability for any behaviour or actions of their dogs, 

• Ensure their dog does not roam freely near children’s playground equipment, areas where children congregate, or 

the Boarding precinct (adjacent to the farm), 

• Prevent their dog from disturbing farm animals, including chasing or using them as training aids, 

• Pick up and properly dispose of dog waste—waste bags are provided around the oval to facilitate this. 

6 Responsibilities of Westminster Staff   
 

All Westminster School staff share a responsibility to maintain a safe environment for students, staff, and visitors. Staff must: 
 

• Enforce these guidelines consistently across the School, 
 

• Request that dog owners remove their dogs from school grounds if they are not complying with the guidelines, 
 

• Report breaches to the Head of Risk, Safety & Compliance for appropriate action, 
 

• Ensure the safety and wellbeing of all individuals on school grounds. 
 
Any incidents involving dog bites or injuries to children, adults, or other animals will be reported to the City of Marion Council 
in accordance with the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995. 
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