
Stage 2 Research Project

Research Project A
Research Project B



Subject Description

• Students choose a research question that is based on an 
area of interest to them. They explore and develop one or 
more capabilities in the context of their research.

• Stage 2 Research Project is a compulsory 10-credit subject. 
Students must achieve a C- grade or better to complete the 
subject successfully and gain their SACE.

• Research Project enables students to develop vital skills of 
planning, research, synthesis, evaluation, and project 
management.

• There are two courses: A and B.  There are slightly different 
assessment features.  Both can contribute towards an ATAR.



Course Structure

• Year 11 or 12 completion 
• 1 semester course
• 6 lessons per week
• 1 teacher 
• May be Semester 1 or 2 
• Depends on subject combination
• Very few complete in Year 12 



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  
Many of the skills developed in the Research Project are transferable, and may help 
students be successful in jobs and further study. 

These skills include:

• critical thinking
• researching and presenting the results of research
• working independently
• communicating clearly
• planning effectively to produce an outcome
• being able to deal with problems and setbacks
• evaluating personal successes and limitations 



Why study this course?

• Compulsory subject 
• Contributes towards SACE and an ATAR
• Flinders University award a weighting to Research Project for high grades
• Assists with assessment in all other Stage 1 and 2 subjects as it develops 

expertise in:
 - research skills 
 - referencing skills
 - writing skills 



Assessment Information 

Applying the Research Framework

The four parts of the research framework 
for Research Project are:

1. initiating and planning the research
2. developing the research
3. producing and substantiating the 

Research Outcome
4. evaluating/reviewing the research

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to 
demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 Research Project:

School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Folio (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Research Outcome (40%)

External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: RPB - Evaluation (30%)

RPA - Review (30%)



Ideas

There are an infinite number of topics students can cover and 
from that students can find the RP exciting and invigorating. 
It is important that students gain a C- or better in this subject

Design, Fashion, arts, science, indigenous affairs, politics or 
building a computer – anything is possible. Some previous 
project topics have been:

• Creating a specialty cookbook/children’s book
• Computer games and adolescent socialisation
• Learning a new Language/Sign Language
• Research a Family Tree
• Emulate an artistic style to create a piece of artwork
• Coaching a sporting team
• Improving child health through ‘Jump Rope for Heart’
• Regenerating an area with native flora
• How do I publish a novel?
• Producing a line of fashion garments
• Furniture design to capture Australian culture
• Designing an ‘eco-friendly’ home
• The pros and cons of water fluoridation 



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/research-project/faqs/students-and-families-faqs

Information for Students and Families

• Plentiful information on this subject can be found on 
the SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/research-project/faqs/students-and-families-faqs


Questions 
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