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Westminster School

YEAR 7 - 2023

RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION — Compulsory Subject

This is a full year subject.

GENERAL AlM AND PHILOSOPHY
STUDY DESCRIPTION

The learning in Religious and Values Education in Year 7 is based around the ACARA General Capabilities in the
areas of Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical Behaviour, & Inter Cultural Understanding. Students are
challenged to think about what is right and good in our world and how to change what is not right and good,
thus working towards creating a desirable future.

Why are Philosophy and Religious Education part of an excellent education? Even if we hold a purely utilitarian
view of education (i.e. education is simply about getting an ATAR or good job), there are good practical reasons
for studying religion. When students become adult, continue their studies and enter wider society & the world
of work they are likely to meet people who have a different outlook on life from their own. Even in schools like
Westminster they will find people with different beliefs and values to their own.

Most jobs require us to work together with others - if we understand 'where they're coming from' we have a
better chance of explaining our own ideas to them. "No man is an island, entire of itself..." (John Donne).
People appreciate it when others understand their viewpoint even if we don't agree with it, and are likely to be
more receptive to our way of thinking. Understanding others - how they think, feel, and are likely to behave -
helps society function more efficiently; basically it makes life easier for all of us.

Question: Why Study Philosophy and Religion? Answer: To make us more fully human.

COURSE CONTENT

Students in Year 7 Religious and Values Education will learn about the following:
SEMESTER 1: MY PLACE IN THE WORLD

- Anintroduction Westminster School including Chapel.

- Anintroduction to Philosophy.

- Morals and Ethics.

SEMESTER 2: UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD AND WORKING TOWARDS A DESIRABLE FUTURE

- World Religions and Diversity in Australia.
- Service Oriented Learning.
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YEAR 7 - 2023

OUTCOMES

Students should demonstrate growth in the following key outcomes:

- pose questions to probe assumptions and investigate complex issues

- generate alternatives and innovative solutions, and adapt ideas, including when information is limited
or conflicting

- predict possibilities, and identify and test consequences when seeking solutions and putting ideas into
action

- evaluate and justify the reasons behind choosing a particular problem-solving strategy

- explain intentions and justify ideas, methods and courses of action, and account for expected and
unexpected outcomes against criteria they have identified

- analyse behaviours that exemplify the dimensions and challenges of ethical concepts

- investigate scenarios that highlight ways that personal dispositions and actions can affect
consequences

- articulate a range of ethical responses to situations in various social contexts

- assess the relevance of beliefs and the role and application of values in social practices

- analyse rights and responsibilities in relation to the duties of a responsible citizen

- explain a range of possible interpretations and points of view when thinking about ethical dilemmas

ASSESSMENT

The assessment of progress is continuous and teachers will use a variety of assessment methods. During the
course of the year, the assessment tasks will measure each student's knowledge, skills and understanding
against the ACARA General Capabilities.

Assessment will take the form of continuous formative and summative assessment. Assessment design allows
for a variety of assessment methods such as research tasks, oral presentations, role plays, videos, persuasive
texts, journals, class activities and discussions.
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YEAR 8 - 2023

RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION — Compulsory Subject

This is a full year subject.

STUDY DESCRIPTION

Students will build on FUSS 2020, and prior learning to acquire further knowledge and understanding of belief,
ethics and culture as living and dynamic. Students will investigate the way in which adherents of various
traditions, or adherents with different perspectives within one tradition, participate in, and respond to, current
social and ethical debates. Within a Community of Inquiry (Col) model, students will have opportunities to
reflect and to act upon their personal attitudes and values, and to better understand their own position.
Students are inspired to become critical, autonomous agents of change and justice.

Why are Philosophy, Religious and Values Education part of an excellent education? Even if we hold a purely
utilitarian view of education (i.e. education is simply about getting an ATAR or good job), there are good
practical reasons for studying religion. When students walk out the front gates into the wider social world they
will indeed meet people who have a different outlook on life from their own. Certainly within schools like
Westminster they will find people with different beliefs and values to their own.

What is cultural literacy, or social and emotional intelligence? Is an EQ as important for success and flourishing
as an 1Q? Most jobs require us to work together with people. Understanding others - how they think, feel, and
behave - helps us and society to be cohesive and prosper. Philosophy and RE strive to make us more fully
human.

COURSE CONTENT

° Biblical and Christian Tradition TERM 1 Easter in Jerusalem: 150 BCE — 2021 CE (25 %)
To help students explore cultural heritage in the Judeo-Christian tradition

° Ethics and Philosophy TERM 2 From FUSS to Ethics Olympiad dilemmas (25 %)
To facilitate philosophical/ theological thinking and debate, and a framework for ethical reasoning

° World and Asian Religions TERM 3 From the Indus Valley and Genghis Khan to Modern Asia (25 %)

To give students a greater understanding of other World Religions and the ability to dialogue respectfully.
Indian society and influence of Hinduism (visit local Temple) Chinese society, thinkers Confucius to Marx

e Social Justice and Service. Mindfulness TERM 4 Praying for Peace, Working for Justice (25 %)
Social and economic local and global reality, and what this means for people and families.
To give students the experience of stillness, silence and mindfulness in their busy lives and the tools for
enjoyment and use of meditation and prayer.

ASSESSMENT

In keeping with standard practice assessment for learning is authentic and continuous. Feedback and
differentiation of individual and group tasks aim to engage, challenge and inspire all learners. Religious literacy
and general capabilities are developed in common Year 8 assessment tasks, and students reflect on their
participation in Community of Inquiry.
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YEAR 9 - 2023

RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION — Compulsory subject

This is a full year subject.

STUDY DESCRIPTION

Students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to support them
e to explore cultural diversity, multiple perspectives, and challenge stereotype and prejudice
e to consider what is a ‘good life’ in the context of spiritual, secular, and diverse world views
e torecognise and explore ethical concepts, make decisions, consider consequences, and reflect
e to be resilient with a strong sense of personal and mental health, and empathy towards the other
e to examine values, rights and responsibilities, and make sound ethical choices, as local and global
citizens

COURSE CONTENT

TERM 1: Spirituality, and Ethics from diverse traditions
Students explore the meaning of spirituality within their own lives and the global community.
The learning within this context includes:
e understanding aspects of Buddhism and its influence in the Asia Pacific region
e understanding the history and past and present challenges within Judaism, east and west
e making cross cultural connections and understand, participate in, and critique Christian celebrations
e research task and presentation on Prophets, and prophetic humanitarian role models

TERM 2: What is a ‘Good Life’?: Mindfulness beyond the hedonic treadmill
Students research the Neuro-Psych background and benefits of various practices of stillness and silence
e explore the latest social science research in this field
e gain the benefits and experience of a variety of practical approaches and methodologies
e from mindfulness to the quest for living a “good life’, ethical implications re simplicity and service
e make connections across traditions, mindfulness, prayer, meditation

TERM 3: World Religion, Islam
Students research the history, texts, world view, culture, modern influence and challenges for Islamic people
e who was Mohammed, history, geography
e texts, spread of Islam
e conflict ancient and modern
e culture and the way to peace
e global influence, challenges within Australia and other locales

TERM 4: Personal and Social Ethics

Students explore how their own mental health and wellbeing can be enhanced.

The learning within this context includes:
e developing a sense of self-worth by exploring individual strengths
e understanding how mental health can be enhanced though developing positive emotions and resilience
e raise awareness for the importance of developing a sense of belonging and purpose
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YEAR 9 - 2023

OUTCOMES

Students will be able to:
e understand the range of factors that influence their personal and communal thriving and flourishing
e acknowledge the importance of critical literacy and connectedness to the learning process
e develop a positive ethos that creates a sense of belonging and responsibility for agency and being
useful
e critically analyse cosmologies, attitudes and beliefs that exist in their own and other communities
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YEAR 10 - 2023

RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION — Compulsory subject

This subject is a full year subject.

ASSUMED PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

Middle school basic competencies and performance standards.

STUDY DESCRIPTION

A study of religion and spirituality forms a vital foundation for the study of a society. Religions and spiritualties
are living and dynamic, and students explore the ways in which religious adherents, or those who are agnostic
or of other persuasions participate in, and respond to, current social and moral debates, and issues in
communities such as those in Australia.

Students will develop an understanding of different religious perspectives on events or practices, and examine a
range of definitions of religion drawn from a variety of sources. Students study diverse religious and spiritual
beliefs and value systems in Australian society and around the world, and explore how such a study can
contribute to greater personal and interpersonal understanding; the development of skills in relating to people
of different religious positions; and an appreciation of, and respect for, the different ways in which people think,
feel, and act.

This subject outline expects an open approach to the study of religion and spirituality that encourages students
to empathise with adherents within and across religious and spiritual traditions, and with adherents who have
different beliefs and understanding within the same religion, or indeed those who may be atheist or multi-faith
in outlook. There is an emphasis on understanding secular or religious positions on ethical and social justice
issues.

COURSE CONTENT
The course consists of two main studies.

e  One religious and spiritual traditions study
For example:

- images and understanding of God

- contemporary and traditional religious symbols and expressions
- the sacredness of the land

- rituals and festivals

- religious art

- forms of religious commitment

- religious schools

- youth and religion
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e  One ethical or social justice issue study
For example:

- the relationship between the developed and the developing world (e.g. international trade systems,
poverty, and hunger)

- global and local environmental challenges

- emerging biotechnologies

- sexual discrimination

- euthanasia

- religion and conflict

- religious endeavours for world peace.

OUTCOMES

In this subject, students are expected to:

1. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences
within and across traditions

investigate and understand the social significance of religion and spirituality
explore how religion can provide a basis for personal and ethical decision-making
analyse the religious basis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue

ue W

demonstrate and apply an understanding of religion and spirituality, using different forms of
communication

6. reflect on religious experience, beliefs, and values, and how they contribute to a sense of personal

meaning.
ASSESSMENT
° Practical Folios 1 & 2 Semester One 50%

Reflection on Westventure & Ethics Intro
Participation & Reflection on Personal & Social Ethics

° Issue Investigation 25%
Maximum 1000 words/ 6 minutes, investigation and report.

° Reflection 25%
Maximum 800 words/ 5 minutes, or equivalent in multi modal.
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