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Subject Description

• Can be taken for one or both semesters

• Stage 1 Psychology is a 10 or 20-credit Stage 1 subject

• Offered as an accelerated option at Year 10 

• Is a science and contains similar assessments to others we 
offer



Course Structure

• Runs for one or both semesters
• 6 lessons per week
• Often runs on several timetable lines so lots of flexibility
• 2 topics per semester:

• Semester One: Neuropsychology: the interaction 
between the brain and behaviour including chemicals 
and Injury & Cognitive Psychology: memory processes, 
forgetting and eye-witness testimonies

• Semester Two: Lifespan Psychology: cognitive and 
social development in children and adolescents & 
Cyberpsychology: social identity and behaviour relating 
to Social Media, Virtual Reality and Artificial 
Intelligence

• An example of the learning plan for Cognitive Psychology is 
shown to the right



Learning Requirements 
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students are 
expected to develop and demonstrate through their learning in Stage 1 Psychology.

In this subject, students are expected to:
• develop and apply knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts in diverse contexts
• apply science inquiry skills to deconstruct a problem and design and conduct psychological  

investigations, using appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices
• obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of psychological investigations
• evaluate ethical and unethical practices, procedures, and results, and analyse evidence to formulate 

and justify conclusions
• explore and understand psychological science as a human endeavour
• communicate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, using appropriate terms, 

conventions, and representations.



Why study this course?

• You learn about behaviour 
• Contributes towards SACE and an ATAR (if studied at Stage II) 
• Can provide an excellent foundation for students interested in the following at university: 

• Psychology
• Education
• Media
• Commerce
• Law enforcement
• Social work
• Human resources
• Nursing/medicine
• Any other profession requiring social interaction

 



But what else is a possibility? 



Assessment Information 

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Psychology:

School Assessment (100%)
• Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: SATs (50%)



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/psychology  

Information for Students and Families

Information on this subject can be found on the SACE 
Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/psychology


Questions?
Please contact Jason Greenslade at 
jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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