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e Stage 1 Psychology is a 10 or 20-credit Stage 1 subject

Psychology
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e (Can be taken for one or both semesters e

» Offered as an accelerated option at Year 10

* |sascience and contains similar assessments to others we
offer




Course Structure

Westminster School

* Runs for one or both semesters

* 6 lessons per week

* Often runs on several timetable lines so lots of flexibility
* 2 topics per semester:

* Semester One: Neuropsychology: the interaction
between the brain and behaviour including chemicals
and Injury & Cognitive Psychology: memory processes,
forgetting and eye-witness testimonies

* Semester Two: Lifespan Psychology: cognitive and
social development in children and adolescents &
Cyberpsychology: social identity and behaviour relating
to Social Media, Virtual Reality and Artificial
Intelligence

* An example of the learning plan for Cognitive Psychology is
shown to the right

Week 1

Cognition includes internal
processes and representations
(e.g. attention, thinking, and
memory) and language. These
cognitive processes work
together to determine how we
make sense of the information
we receive and how effective
we are in the world.

Focus:

Explain the importance of encoding, storing, and retrieving
in memory formation.

Memory consists of three stores: a sensory register, short-
term memory (STM), and long-term memory (LTM).
Describe the differences between procedural, episodic,
and semantic memory.

Application:

Find out about Henry Mglaison, whose memory was
affected after surgery.

Watch a clip of Clive Wearing, who is unable to form any
new memories.

Week 2

Memory refers to the
retention of learning and
experience. Remembering is
an active process and is
influenced by other
psychological processes.

Focus:

Explain how implicit and explicit memory work.
Discuss strategies to improve memory including:

Narrative chaining
method of loci
imagery

clustering or chunking

Application:

Practise the technigues to determine which strategy works
best for you.

Week 3

Forgetting is the loss or
meodification of information
already encoded and stored in
the long-term memory.
Forgetting is a spontaneous or
gradual process in which
memories are unable to be
recalled.

Focus:

Forgetting information from long-term memory (LTM) has biological
and psychological reasons. Those include;

retrieval failure

decay theory

lack of consolidation theory
weapons focus

Alzheimer’s disease

Discuss the reasons why eye-witness testimony is unreliable
Application:

Become an eye-witness to a series of crimes. Identify the
offender and details of the crime.
Study the work of Elizabeth Loftus




Learning Requirements Westminster School

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students are
expected to develop and demonstrate through their learning in Stage 1 Psychology.

In this subject, students are expected to:

develop and apply knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts in diverse contexts
apply science inquiry skills to deconstruct a problem and design and conduct psychological
investigations, using appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices

obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of psychological investigations

evaluate ethical and unethical practices, procedures, and results, and analyse evidence to formulate
and justify conclusions

explore and understand psychological science as a human endeavour

communicate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, using appropriate terms,
conventions, and representations.
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Why study this course? Westrminster School

* You learn about behaviour
e Contributes towards SACE and an ATAR (if studied at Stage Il)
* Can provide an excellent foundation for students interested in the following at university:
* Psychology
e Education
* Media
* Commerce
* Law enforcement
e Social work
* Human resources
* Nursing/medicine
* Any other profession requiring social interaction



But what else is a possibility?

Case Manager

Child Care Worker

Child Psychologist

Clinical Psychologist
Communications Specialist
Counsellor

Educational and |
Developmental Psychologist

Human Resources Specialist
Organisational Psychologist
Sports Psychologist
Teacher/teacher aide

Researcher

Marketing &market
research

Public relations

Human resource
management

Industrial relations
Management
Employment services
Child protection
Juvenile justice

Prisoner rehabilitation
programs

Drug and alcohol services

Youth work

Diagnosing disabilities &
disorders

Assessing developmental,
learning & behavioural
difficulties

Designing effective
treatment programs

Police force
Criminal profiling
Forensic science

Australian Security
Intelligence

Border Protection

Westminster School



Assessment Information WestimnsterSchod

Evidence of Learning
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Psychology:

School Assessment (100%)
Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%)
Assessment Type 2: SATs (50%)




Information for Students and Families yemmerschoo

Q
Information on this subject can be found on the SACE z_...”__"_,m
Board website at the following link below:

Biology
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https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/psychology



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/psychology
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Questions?

Please contact Jason Greenslade at
jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au



mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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