
Music

Stage 1 Music Advanced



Subject Description

• Music Advanced is offered at Westminster as it is designed 
to extend students' existing musical understanding and skills 
in creating and responding to music. 

• Stage 1 Music is a full year-elective subject, contributing 20 
credit points to SACE.  There are two possible courses: Music 
Experience and Music Advanced.

• Stage 1 Music enables students to develop vitals skills of 
critical and creative thinking, presentation, creation, analysis 
and responding and reflecting.

• Stage 1 Music provides pathways to Stage 2 music subject: 
Music Studies, Music Explorations, Music Performance –
Ensemble and/ or Music Performance – Solo. All of which 
are offered at Westminster.



Course Structure
• 6 lessons per week
• 1 teacher, with support of an accompanist if required for solo 

performance.
• Umbrella topics are: Solo Performance, Ensemble Performance, 

Musicianship, Analysis and Arranging / Composition.
• Lessons are organized according to these topics.
• There is an end of year exam (musicianship based)
• The course is designed according to the needs of the students and 

combination of instruments.
• Students are required to learn an instrument and have weekly 

instrumental lessons.
• Students are also required to be part of the school's co-curricular 

programme.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  
Many skills developed in music are transferable and support students to be successful in 
jobs and further study.

These skills include:
• Critical and creative thinking, development and presentation
• Working both independently and collaboratively
• Communicating clearly
• Presentation and performing
• Planning effectively to produce an outcome
• Expressing ideas critically and creatively
• Evaluating personal successes and limitations



Why study this course?

• This course leads to all Year 12 Music Subjects: 
Music Studies, Music Explorations, Music 
Performance – Solo and Music Performance – 
Ensemble.

• Its purpose is to develop musicians who are well-
rounded and able to appreciate the place of music 
in this world.

• Contributes towards SACE
• Through this subject there are many co-curricular 

opportunities which can be highlighted on CVs.



Assessment Information 
Assessment Design Criteria

This criteria is designed to:
• Clarify what their students need to 

learn
• Design opportunities for the student 

to provide evidence of their learning 
at the highest possible level of 
achievement.

1. Understanding Music
2. Creating Music
3. Responding to Music

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to 
demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Music:
• Assessment Type 1: Creative Works (Solo 

Performance, Arranging and Composing)
• Assessment Type 2: Musical Literacy (Musicianship, 

Analysis
Each assessment type has a weighting of at least 20%. 
Students undertake:
• at least three creative works 
• at least two musical literacy tasks



Benefits of Studying Music
• Development of soft skills
• Brain health
• Refinement of skill and the reward
• Social development
• Gigs, Performances and Tours



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/subjects/music

Information for Students and Families

Plentiful information on this subject can be found on the 
SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/subjects/music


Questions?
Please contact Kellie Blacker at 
kblacker@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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