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Stage 2 Legal Studies

Stage 2 Legal Studies is a 20 credit subject
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Stage 2 Legal Studies

* Full year subject
* 6 Lessons per week



What is Legal Studies? Westrminster School

e Legal Studies focuses of the use of laws and legal systems to create harmony within
dynamic and evolving communities

* it provides the impetus for “social cohesion” and “social progress”

e through inquiry, students explore and develop their understanding of the concepts of
rights, fairness and justice, power and change

it focusses on the exploration of the competing tensions which arise when laws
respond to changes in community values and circumstances :

* rights and responsibilities

e fairness and efficiency

* the empowered and the disempowered

e certainty and flexibility



Why Study Legal Studies? Westrminster School

* through Legal Studies students explore the mechanism of asking the “big questions”!

* “big questions” stimulate student deep thinking and engagement ... and with this, students
can then explore and consider a range of perspectives

* by responding to these “big questions” and applying the legal principles, processes, evidence
and cases within legal contexts, students develop arguments and analysis and evaluation

e students will develop the skills of research and synthesis of their research and make
recommendations for legal system reforms and contemporary issues

* these skills are in demand and highly valued in the contemporary world in which we live and
work!



Capabilities of Legal Studies Westrminster Schodl

SACE identifies seven capabilities which underpin Legal Studies:

* Literacy
*  Numeracy
* ICT

e Critical & Creative Thinking

* Personal and Social Capability

e Ethical Understanding

* Intercultural Understanding

* Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge, cultures and perspectives



The Focus Areas of Stage 2 Legal Studies WestiritisterSchesd]

Legal Studies Stage 2 is structured around two compulsory focus areas:
Focus Area 1 - Sources of Law

Examples of the big questions may include :

O Do laws provide for future generations [competing rights and responsibilities]

O Are the institutions of government fair and efficient [fairness and efficiency]

O Is the power imbalance between a government and its people for a democratic
government to be effective and functional [empowered and disempowered]

O Are laws responsive to change [certainty and flexibility]

O Student explore the rule of law, separation of powers, responsible and representative
government, judicial independent [LEJ]




The Focus Areas of Stage 2 Legal Studies WesmrnEtaSded

Legal Studies Stage 2 second compulsory focus area is:
Focus Area 2 - Dispute Resolution

Examples of the big questions may include :

What is Justice? [empowered and the disempowered, competing rights and responsibilities]
Is justice accessible [empowered and disempowered]

Is justice reliant on the abilities of lawyers/interpretation of judges [fairness and efficiency]
Are the rules of evidence too strict to allow just outcomes [certainty and flexibility]
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Students focus, investigate and analyse adversarial and inquisitorial justice systems, along with
alternative dispute resolution, burden and standards of proof, rule of law, role of the judge,
parties, witnesses, juries, rules of evidence and procedures, civil and criminal disputes, does the
adversary system protect groups and individuals including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.




The Focus Areas of Stage 2 Legal Studies Westminster School

Legal Studies Stage 2 optional focus areas are:
Optional Focus Area 1 - The Australian Constitution

This option topic overlaps with the Sources of Law compulsory topic. Examples of the
inquiry questions may include :

Separation of powers

Division of powers

Preservation of State powers and Commonwealth Powers

Representative and responsible government

Constitutional Monarchy

High Court of Australia

Students will investigate and analyse many areas including the strengths and weaknesses
of Australia’s constitutional system, High Court of Australia’s decisions and their impact,
global relationships.
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Legal Studies Stage 2 second optional focus area is:
Optional Focus Area 1 - When Rights Collide

This option topic is a teacher developed unit. It overlaps with areas of Sources of Laws compulsory
unit.

Examples of the areas of the big questions are:

L Are minority groups impacted by laws?

O Do laws influence people, or do people influence laws?

O Can we trust our government to protect our rights?

L What is the value of rights if you don’t know that you have them?
O How do laws provide for future generations?




EVi d ence Of Le arn i ng Westminster School

Legal Studies Stage 2 have both a school assessment component & an external
assessment component:

School Assessment [70%)]

O Assessment Type 1 : Folio [40%]

O 4 assessment tasks at a weighting of 10% each

O A maximum of 4 000 words in total for student written work or the equivalent of 24
minutes in an oral or multi-modal format

Assessment Type 2 : Inquiry [30%]

O A contemporary topical legal issue/question is to be explored with a critical response by
the student prepared in either written format, an oral or multi-modal presentation or a
combination of these.

O The report is to be a maximum of 2000 words or a maximum of 12 minutes for the oral
or multi-modal presentation




EVi d ence Of Lea n i ng Westminster School

Legal Studies Stage 2 final assessment component is:

O External Assessment [30%]

O Assessment Type 3 : Examination

O 120 minute + 10 minute reading time examination

0 The examination will examine the two compulsory focus areas with sources analysis
guestions, short answer questions and an extended response.
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Information for Students and Families o stod

Plentiful information on Legal Studies can be found on
the SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/legal-studies

Legal Studies
Stage 1

Subject outline



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/legal-studies

Westminster School

Questions?

Please contact Kathy Ayliffe at
kayliffe@westminster.sa.edu.au



mailto:tcheesman@westminster.sa.edu.au
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