
Stage 1 Legal Studies



Subject Description 
Stage 1 Legal Studies

• Stage 1 Legal Studies is a 10 credit subject



Course Structure

Stage 1 Legal Studies

• 1 semester course
• 6 lessons per week
• May be Semester 1 and/or Semester 2 depending on the school timetabling



What is Legal Studies?

• Legal Studies focuses of the use of laws and legal systems to create harmony within 
dynamic and evolving communities

• The law provides the impetus for “social cohesion” and “social progress”
• through inquiry, students explore and develop their understanding of the concepts of 

rights, fairness and justice, power and change
• it focusses on the exploration of the competing tensions which arise when laws 

respond to changes in community values and circumstances  :
• rights and responsibilities
• fairness and efficiency 
• the empowered and the disempowered
• certainty and flexibility



Why Study Legal Studies?

• through Legal Studies students explore the mechanism of asking the “big questions”!

• “big questions” stimulate student deep thinking and engagement … and with this, students 
can then explore and consider a range of perspectives 

• by responding to these “big questions” and applying the legal principles, processes, evidence 
and cases within legal contexts, students develop arguments and analysis and evaluation

• students will develop the skills of research and synthesis of their research and make 
recommendations for legal system reforms and contemporary issues

• these skills are in demand and highly valued in the contemporary world in which we live and 
work!



Capabilities of Legal Studies

SACE identifies seven student capabilities which are developed in Legal Studies:

• Literacy
• Numeracy
• ICT
• Critical & Creative Thinking
• Personal and Social Capability
• Ethical Understanding
• Intercultural Understanding
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge, cultures and perspectives



The Structure of Stage 1 Legal Studies
Legal Studies Stage 1 is structured around concept areas:

 rights – common law rights, statutory rights, international rights obligations, human 

rights

 fairness and justice – “natural” justice, Australia’s adversary system, access to justice 

 power – government power, individual power, media power

 change – societal values, case law and legislation, constitution change [or lack of it], 

international influences

 Students will look at the “big questions”, eg do our laws need changing? 

.. do interest groups hinder or promote change?



The Focus Areas of Stage 1 Legal Studies

Legal Studies Stage 1 must study Focus Area 1 PLUS 2 Optional Focus Areas. 

Focus Area 1  -  Law and Communities 

 This includes students showing their understanding of how Australia’s law have developed 

from rules, customs, creeds, codes, customary law [such as Australian Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander customary law] and common law [which originated from English Common Law]

 The power and perspectives of those who constructed Australia’s law is analysed

 Students gain an understanding of the evolution and the need for Australian laws in society



The Focus Areas of Stage 1 Legal Studies

The two additional Optional Focus Areas of study include choices from the following:

 government [eg the rule of law, separation of powers, elections, judiciary 
independence]

 law-making [eg how laws are made]

 justice and society [eg resolution of criminal and civil disputes]

 young people and the law [eg the rights and interests of young people]
 victims and the law [eg focussing on victims of crimes, rights to silence, double 

jeopardy]



Evidence of Learning – Stage 1
Legal Studies Stage 1 assessments are structured around the following :

Assessment Type 1  -   Analytical Response
The response is a maximum of 1200 words or a maximum of 7 minutes if an oral presentation or multi-
modal format is prepared by the student

Assessment Type  2  -  Inquiry
A current legal issue will be explored in depth with consideration to the legal implications and 
recommendations for action or change

Assessment Type 3   -  Presentation
Many variations of the presentation can be explored, eg multi-modal presentation, debate, mock trial, 
website, oral presentation, video production, and mock parliament

For a semester subject [10 credits] students are required to complete three assessments. 
Each assessment has a weighting of at least 20%. 



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/legal-studies 

Information for Students and Families

Additional information on Legal Studies can be found on 
the SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/legal-studies


Questions?
Please contact Andrew Brickhill at 
abrickhill@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:tcheesman@westminster.sa.edu.au
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