
Stage 2 History - Modern 
and Ancient Studies



Ancient Studies

• As a 20 credit course, it is studied for a full 
year

• It has three assessment types:
• Skills and Applications
• Connections
• Inquiry



Assessment Information - Ancient Studies

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Ancient Studies:

School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: Connections (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
• Independent Inquiry – this is anything the student chooses to investigate, and can be an essay (up 

to 2000 words) or equivalent multimodal.  At least 50% of the inquiry must be based in the 
ancient world.

**There is no external exam for this subject



Modern History

• The course is a 20 credits, so it is 
studied for a full year

It has three assessment types:
• Historical Skills 
• Historical Study
• Exam



Assessment Information – Modern History 

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 Modern 
History:

School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Historical Skills (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: Historical Study (20%)

External Assessment (30%)
• Exam: (30%)



Course Structure

Both history courses cover a variety of assessments, which 
encourage the development of research and communication 
skills.

For all assessments, students may negotiate their 
communication modes

• Modern History explores the US between 1914 and 1945, 
as well as the struggle for peace in the Middle East

• Ancient Studies predominantly focuses on ancient Greece 
& Rome, considering daily life, philosophy, warfare and 
politics, and Greek theatre.



Why study these courses?

• Excellent for developing communication and 
research skills

• Interesting and engaging topics – highly 
rewarding!

Relevant to a wide variety of future studies or 
careers, including (but not limited to):

• International relations, law, politics, 
literature, film & theatre,  engineering 
& architecture, archivist, diplomacy, 
business, art



Information for Students and Families

Much more information is included in our Curriculum 
Guides.  

Plentiful information on this subject can be found on the 
SACE Board website at the following link below:

• https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/ancient-studies 

• https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/modern-history 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/ancient-studies
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/modern-history


Questions?
Please contact Sarah Kay at 
skay@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:kelliott@westminster.sa.edu.au
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