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Subject Description WestminsterSchool

e Stage 2 Geography is a 20-credit subject that consist of the
following content:
the transforming world
fieldwork.

e The transforming world focuses on the following five topics,
which are organised under the two themes of
environmental change and social and economic change.

Theme 1: Environmental Change
Topic 1: Ecosystems and people
Topic 2: Climate change

Geography

Theme 2: Social and Economic Change G <29
. . Subject outline
Topic 3: Population change
Topic 4: Globalisation
Topic 5: Transforming global inequality.
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Theme 1- Environmental Change Westrinster School

e Topic 1: Ecosystems and people
- characteristics of ecosystems
- the impacts of people on ecosystems
- an ecological footprint, how it is measured
- strategies to reduce ecological footprints

e Topic 2: Climate change
-the enhanced greenhouse effect, causes
- impacts and responses to global warming



Theme 2- Social and Economic Change Westminster School

* Topic 3: Population change

i) Population trends- changing birth/death rates, life expectancies, pop.
structures, economic/sociocultural influences

i) Movement of people- distribution of population, migration (types, causes,
impacts, community/political responses), case studies

* Topic 4: Globalisation
- distribution, measurement, factors influencing, impacts
* Topic 5: Transforming Global Poverty

- indicators, global distribution, responses by Govts., NGOs, Corporate Sector

- case studies on access to education/health, food security, SDGs



F i e I d WOr k Westminster School

e Students undertake independent fieldwork on a local topic.

* Fieldwork topics must be independently chosen, have a geographical context, and be
posed as a question or hypothesis.

* The selected topic uses a range of fieldwork techniques to collect primary data. Students
integrate and communicate the data in a variety of spatial and graphical presentations,
and analyse their findings.

* Fieldwork should include a spatial dimension
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding westminsterschool
In this subject, students are expected to:
i) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
- geographical concepts
- the complexity of human-environment interdependence
ii) use geographical/fieldwork skills, including spatial technologies, to
- examine geographical features, patterns, and processes
- analyse information
- make recommendations
- evaluate consequences of change
- communicate information, using subject-specific
terminology and visual representations.




Knowledge, Skills and Understanding Westminster School

ii) use geographical/fieldwork skills, including spatial technologies, to
- develop a hypothesis or inquiry question appropriate for fieldwork
- plan and select appropriate fieldwork and data-collection techniques

- collect and record fieldwork data, using techniques such as observation
and recording, measuring, counting, testing, sketching and annotating,
photography, interviewing, mapping, and surveying

- use maps and spatial technologies (latitudes, longitudes, grid references,
legends or keys, directions, and contours)

- analyse and interpret statistics, fieldwork data, maps, profiles, cross-
sections, and transects



Assessment Information WestimnsterSchod

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to
demonstrate their learning in Stage 2 Geography:
School Assessment (70%)
. Assessment Type 1: Geographical Skills and
Applications (40%)
Assessment Type 2: Fieldwork Report (30%)

External Assessment (30%)

Examination (Ecosystems/People, Population
Change)




Assessment Type 1- Geographical Skills and Applications (40%)  westminster School

e Students produce four geographical skills and applications tasks
e Together, the four responses comprise a maximum of 4000 words
* The tasks must be related to aspects of the topics studied, and must include:
- one task from Topic 2: Climate change
- one task from Topic 4: Globalisation
- one task from Topic 5: Transforming global inequality
- one task from any topic or with a focus on geographical skills or fieldwork.
Examples i) case study of the impact of global warming on a specific location

i) report on the impact of globalisation on an Indigenous culture



Assessment Type 2: Fieldwork Report (30%)  westminsterSchool

e Students produce one individual fieldwork report, approx. 2000 words

e Students obtain, analyse, and evaluate primary data as the basis of their report,
which may be supported by information from secondary sources. The main

emphasis is on the quality of fieldwork and the effective integration of field
data.

e Students should use a wide range of data-collection techniques, and develop
their skills of inquiry and analysis.

* The individual fieldwork report should include a hypothesis, method, data,
photos, maps, analysis and interpretation of fieldwork data, findings,
recommendations, conclusions, or proposed future actions.



Assessment Type 3: Examination (30%) Westrinster School

Students undertake a 130-minute examination consisting of two sections.

Section 1 (approximately 50%)

Students focus on solving problems and making decisions by applying a range of geographical
skills to interpret written and visual material, including maps.

Section 2 (approximately 50%)

Section 2 focuses on application of skills developed through the study of topics 1 and 3.
Students answer open-ended questions about:

Topic 1: Ecosystems and people

Topic 3: Population change.



Information for Students and Families yemmerschoo

Plentiful information on this subject can be found on the
SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/geography/stage-2/subject-outline

Geography
Stage 2

Subject outline
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Westminster School

Questions?

Please contact Adam Burford at
aburford@westminster.sa.edu.au
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