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Subject Description Westminster School

e Geography is a 10-credit subject or a 20-credit subject at
Stage 1 and a 20-credit subject at Stage 2.

* Through the study of Geography, students develop an
understanding of the spatial interrelationships between
people, places, and environments. They appreciate the
complexity of our world, the diversity of its environments,
and the challenges in our world.

* Students pose geographical questions, seek answers, and
evaluate responses, using a range of fieldwork and spatial
technology skills. Fieldwork, in all its various forms, is
central to the study of Geography, as it enables students to
understanding of the world through direct experience.



Theme and Topics Westminster School

There are seven topics which are organised under three themes, as follows:
Theme 1: Sustainable Places

Topic 1: Rural and/or remote places

Topic 2: Urban places

Topic 3: Megacities.

Theme 2: Hazards

Topic 4: Natural hazards
Topic 5: Biological and human-induced hazards.
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Theme 3: Contemporary Issues
Topic 6: Local issues

Topic 7: Global issues.

For a 10-credit subject, students study at least two topics from one or two of the
themes.

For a 20-credit subject, students study at least four topics, with at least one topic
from each theme.
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Topic 1: Rural and/or remote places

Students develop their knowledge and understanding in the following key
areas:

location and characteristics of rural and/or remote places
challenges facing rural and/or remote places
opportunities provided by rural and/or remote places
liveability and sustainability of rural and/or remote places

a case study of a rural and/or remote place.
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Topic 2: Urban places

e Students develop their knowledge and understanding in the following key
areas:

» definitions and characteristics of urban places
e processes of urbanisation

* how land use in urban places is organised

e urban planning and development

* liveability and sustainability of urban places

e a case study of a sustainable urban place.
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Topic 3: Megacities

Students develop their knowledge and understanding in the following key
areas:

definitions and characteristics of megacities

factors causing the rise of megacities, including migration and push and pull
factors

changing global distribution of megacities
environmental, social, and economic challenges and responses
community and well-being within informal settlements

a case study of a megacity.
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Topic 4: Natural hazards

Students develop their knowledge and understanding in the following key areas:

one or more contemporary case studies of a natural hazard type, examining:

causes of the natural hazard
vulnerability to natural hazard risk, including location and social factors

risk management of natural hazards, including prevention, mitigation, and
preparedness

comparison of vulnerability and risk in different locations
impacts of disaster on populations and the environment
local, national, and global responses to disasters.
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Topic 5: Biological and human-induced hazards

Students develop their knowledge and understanding in the following key areas:

one or more contemporary case studies of a biological or human-induced hazard type,
examining:

spatial distribution of the biological or human-induced hazard
cause and characteristics of the biological or human-induced hazard
impacts of the biological/human hazard on populations/environment

local, national, and/or global consequences, including effects on travel, trade, and
transportation, and global relationships

vulnerability to biological or human-induced hazards
risk management, including possible prevention, control, and containment.
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Topic 6: Local issues

In the study of issues in the local area, students develop their skills in fieldwork and spatial
technologies, and in using, interpreting, and presenting geographical data and information.

At the local scale, students might investigate, for example:

e catchment management of a local river

* impact of tourism on a local community or environment
e traffic management issues in urban places

* preservation and conservation of a wetland

e environmental management along a coastline
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Topic 7: Global issues

This topic lends itself to an in-depth study of a current issue facing global environments
and/or communities. The chosen area for investigation must have a spatial context, and
students must interpret and present geographical data.

At the global scale, students might investigate, for example:

* global conflicts about resource allocations such as water

* global waste-management issues, such as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch
* global inequalities, for example, in access to education or vaccinations

* energy options, such as coal-seam gas, nuclear, solar, tidal, or wind

* refugee movements for environmental, social, and other reasons.
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Students develop and use a range of geographical skills, including:

collect and record fieldwork data, using techniques such as observation, measuring,
counting, testing, sketching, photography, interviewing, mapping, and surveying

use maps and spatial technologies (latitudes, longitudes, grid references, legends or keys,
directions, and contours)

analyse and interpret statistics, fieldwork data, maps, profiles, cross-sections, and
transects

identify and analyse patterns and trends, infer relationships, and make predictions

communicate geographical information, using visual representations such as tables,
graphs, diagrams, sketches, photographs, and maps



Evidence of learning Westminster School

Assessment at Stage 1 is school based.

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning
Assessment Type 1: Geographical Skills and Applications

Assessment Type 2: Fieldwork.

For a 10-credit subject, students should provide evidence of their learning through

four assessments, with at least two assessments from Assessment Type 1 and at least one
assessment from Assessment Type 2. Each assessment type should have a weighting of at
least 20%.

For a 20-credit subject, students should provide evidence of their learning through

eight assessments, with at least four assessments from Assessment Type 1 and at least two
assessments from Assessment Type 2. Each assessment type should have a weighting of at
least 20%.
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Assessment Type 1: Geographical Skills and Applications westminster School

Students produce at least two geographical skills and applications tasks for a 10-credit subject,
and at least four for a 20-credit subject.

A written response should be a maximum of 800 words. Geographical skills and applications
tasks could include, for example:

a case study of a megacity or a hazard

* abiological-hazard mapping exercise using spatial technology

* aninteractive presentation about urban planning, using multimedia technology

e comparison of vulnerability of risk of hazards in different locations

* designing a map with a specific purpose, such as a tourism map or liveability map

 arecommendation about how to respond to global waste issues.



Assessment Type 2: Fieldwork Westminster School

Students undertake at least one fieldwork activity that is linked to a topic of study for a 10-
credit subject, and at least two for a 20-credit subject. Fieldwork data collection can be
organised as a group or class activity or students can undertake individual fieldwork.

A written response should be a maximum of 1000 words.
Fieldwork activities could include, for example:

e an assessment of one or more of the management strategies employed in the Flinders
Ranges National Park and their effectiveness

* the appropriateness of the range of parking available at a selected location
e an evaluation of a proposed pedestrian crossing

* an evaluation of the liveability of selected suburbs
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Information for Students and Families o stod

Plentiful information on this subject can be found on the
SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/geography/stage-1/subject-outline

Geography
Stage 1

Subject outline



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/geography/stage-1/subject-outline
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Westminster School

Questions?

Please contact Adam Burford at
aburford@westminster.sa.edu.au
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