
Stage 1 English Subjects



Subject Description
• Stage 1 English, Essential English, and  English as an Additional 

Language are all 10-credit subjects.
• Successful completion of both semesters amounts to 20 

credits. 
• English subjects will develop your skills in accurate writing and 

speaking for a range of different audiences. Students analyse
texts and respond analytically to show insight into the themes 
and viewpoints of authors. They also create their own  texts 
to inform, persuade  and entertain. 



Pathways



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding  

In this subject, students will learn to:

• analyse relationships between purpose, audience, and context, 
and how these influence texts and their meaning

• identify ways in which ideas and perspectives are represented in 
texts

• analyse how language and stylistic features and conventions are 
used to convey ideas and perspectives in texts

• create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts for particular 
purposes, audiences, and contexts

• apply knowledge and understanding of accurate spelling, 
punctuation, syntax, and conventions.



Why study this course?

All students study a Stage 1 English course. (Students must attain 20 
credits of English to achieve the SACE.) Studying English is proven to 
bring benefits such as:
• Connecting you to the main way in which humans make meaning-

through the sharing and creating of stories.
• Understanding real-world applications - the better you write and 

communicate, the easier your professional life will become.
• Developing problem-solving skills as you must analyse texts and 

decode meanings.
• Meeting prerequisites for English at many post-school options. 



Assessment Information

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to 
demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 English:
• Assessment Type 1: Responding to Texts 30%
• Assessment Type 2: Creating Texts 40%
• Assessment Type 3: Intertextual Study 30%
• N.B. EAL & Essential students undertake different 

assessment typesassessment types. (See the links on 
the next slide for more information.)

Responding to Texts Tasks
• an oral presentation with 

visual images
• an analytical essay 
• a commentary on a collection 

of poems

Creating Texts Tasks
• a written narrative or 

imaginative short story
• a digital slide presentation on a 

topic of interest
• a feature article for a magazine



Information for students and families

Further information on this subject can be found on the SACE Board 
website at the following link below:

1. https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/english/stage-1/subject-
outline/print

2. https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/essential-english/stage-
1/subject-outline

3. https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/english-as-an-additional-
language/stage-1/planning-to-teach/subject-outline
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Questions?
Please contact Angela Cash at 
acash@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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