
Stage 1 Drama



Subject Description
• Stage 1 Drama Drama is a 10-credit subject or a 20-credit 

subject at Stage 1. Students must achieve a C- grade or better 
to complete the subject successfully. The 20 credit option 
better prepares students for Stage 2.

• In Drama, students learn as artists and as creative 
entrepreneurs through their exploration of shared human 
experience, which is at the heart of the study of Drama.

• Students choose to study Drama as an area of interest. 
Subsequently, commitment to all aspects of the subject is 
expected.



Subject Description Continued...
• Students learn to engage meaningfully with others through the creation of 

original relationships between presenter, audience, idea, and story.
• Students investigate creative opportunities, explore the meaning and value of 

dramatic ideas, and imagine potential futures.
• They learn that shared narratives underpin our understanding of everything we 

think and do in the world around us, and that our cultural narratives are 
created collaboratively.



Course Structure

• 1 or 2 or semester course
• 6 lessons per week
• 1 teacher
• Westminster has 100% successful completion
• Stage 1 Drama has 3 major Assessment Tasks
• The development and application of production and 

performance skills are essential to the successful 
completion of Drama. As such, the learning in these 
areas is integral to the structure of the course.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
• Students gain insights into the development of culture, history, sociology and 

psychology through their examination and expression of “what it is to be human.”

• Many of the skills and much of the knowledge developed in Drama is transferable, and 
may promote students’ success in further study and future career paths.

• Such skills and knowledge do not fall exclusively under the umbrella of Performing Arts 
but may be applicable to the Health Sciences, Management, Law, Marketing, 
Hospitality, Project Management, Education, and Psychology to name a few.

• Perhaps most importantly, Drama imparts a range of life skills invaluable toward 
becoming an open minded, well-rounded, capable, confident person.



Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
These skills include:
• critical thinking
• empathy
• researching and presenting the results of research
• working independently and collaboratively
• communicating clearly
• planning effectively to produce an outcome
• learning to deal with challenges and setbacks
• evaluating personal successes and limitations
• discipline, self awareness and confidence



Why study this course?
• Drama is an elective enrichment subject
• Contributes towards SACE and an ATAR

• In Drama, students develop their creativity, collaborative abilities, critical thinking and 
communication skills. They refine their literacy, numeracy, ethical understanding, and intercultural 
understanding, and develop self-belief and confidence.

• Drama is the art of enriching our understanding of human relationships, from the personal to the 
global. It engages others through the creation of original connections between presenters, 
audiences, ideas, and narratives.

• Students may also research and analyse use of innovative technology in contemporary Drama



Assessment Information

The 10-credit subject has three assessments:
• one performance task
• one responding to drama task
• one creative synthesis task.

The 20-credit subject has five assessments:
• two performance tasks
• two responding to drama task
• one creative synthesis task.

Evidence of Learning
The following assessment types enable students to  
demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Drama:
School Assessment
Assessment Type 1: Performance 40%
Assessment Type 2: Responding to Drama 30%
Assessment Type 3: Creative Synthesis. 30%



Stage 1 Drama calls upon students to broaden and 
deepen  their understanding about the range of 
dramatic styles and  possibilities that exist from both 
theoretical and practical  points of view. To this end, it is 
assumed students  undertaking Stage 1 Drama have 
accumulated experience  of Drama during the course 
of previous years.

Students should anticipate undertaking 
several of the roles  listed below during the 
course of the year:

Actor  
Designer  
Director
Stage manager  
Production manager  
Playwright

Filmmaker  
Cinematographer  
Editor
Producer  
Dramaturge  
Screenwriter

Publicist and promoter.



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/drama/stage-1

Information for Students and Families

• Plentiful information on this subject can be found on 
the SACE Board website at the following link below:



Please contact John Doherty at 
jdoherty@westminster.sa.edu.au

Questions?

mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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