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Course Description
• The Certificate III in Dance offers students the opportunity to extend 

their dance skills post Stage 2 Dance. 
• Introduced at Westminster School in 2019 (100% success for student 

completion)
• Delivered onsite and scheduled within the Year 12 timetable
• Students will increase their practical understanding of both 

contemporary and classical technique as well as conditioning for 
performance. 

• Compositional studies further develop the student’s awareness and 
skill in the area of dance making.

• Students will engage in both creative process and performance 
experience, developing their artistry and expression. 

• Units of study are also undertaken to prepare students to work 
effectively in the dance industry.



Course Structure
• The Certificate III in Dance consists of 13 units of study.

5 Core Units
• CUACHR311 Develop basic dance composition skills
• CUADAN331 Integrate rhythm into movement activities
• CUAIND311 Work effectively in the creative arts industry
• CUAPRF317 Develop performance techniques
• CUAWHS311 Condition body for dance performance

8 Additional Units
• Additional units are studied in contemporary and classical technique. 
• Other units have included topics such as working effectively in the dance industry, artistic expression, 

acrobatics, audition techniques, working effectively with others, preparing personal appearance (hair, 
make-up, costuming) and first aid.



Knowledge and Skills 

The certificate is designed to develop students’:
• Knowledge and skill in dance techniques
• Appropriate conditioning for performance
• Composition and dance-making skills to effectively 

communicate ideas
• Ability to work effectively with others and 

independently in a dance context
• Artistry and expression for performance 
• Knowledge and skills for working within the dance 

industry
• Personal qualities and transferable skills to enable 

pursuit of a range of careers and challenges

Much of the knowledge and skills developed in the Certificate III in Dance are transferable, supporting 
students be successful in jobs and further study. 



Why study this course?
• A nationally recognised dance qualification, completed as part of Year 12 studies
• contributes to SACE and an ATAR – Grade is calculated using an average of the student’s top 3 

Stage 2 SACE Subject grades
• Prepares high achieving dance students for tertiary study in dance and to enter the dance 

industry – Past students are now studying dance, at WAAPA and AC Arts, or various allied areas 
such as education, health sciences, paramedics, physiotherapy and modelling. 

• Supports the development of a range of transferable employment and life skills, such as the 
ability to work both collaboratively and independently toward successful outcomes. 

PATHWAYS
• Suitable for those interested in studying Dance at a tertiary level (e.g. Certificate IV in Dance or 

Bachelor of Creative Arts (Dance)) or study/careers in allied dance professions such as Education 
(e.g. Specialist Dance Teacher (Primary) or dance teaching within a studio context), 
Physiotherapy and Pilates/Barre Instruction.



Assessment Information 

Assessment

As a VET certificate, assessment takes 
the form of skills based competency 
assessment.
Successful completion of all units is 
required in order to attain the 
Certificate III in Dance qualification. 
The certificate is equivalent to a Stage 2 
SACE Subject and 70 SACE points are 
awarded upon completion.

Assessment Types
• Each unit has between 2 and 6 assessment tasks 

which range in size and format
• Performance projects can involve assessment of a 

number of tasks within the one project 
• VET courses assess demonstrated competency in 

both knowledge and skills
• Knowledge assessment tasks take the form of 

short answer questions and journal entries and 
are submitted online via aXcelerate.

• Skills assessment tasks involve observed practical 
demonstration. This is sometimes informal 
observation in the studio and other times as a 
formal performance on the MMC Stage.



Who should study this course?
"I would recommend the Certificate III in Dance course to the dancers in Stage 2 this year who would like 
to continue dance next year and in the future “

What skills did you develop?
"communication skills, safety skills, technique in contemporary and ballet, improvisation skills and much 
more“
"I have developed skills of managing work independently and improved my organisation skills. “

What will you take away from the studying the Certificate III in Dance qualification?
"This was a great opportunity to study at a higher level than school. I feel like this course has prepared me 
for further study. “
"That dance does not just cover the physical side; it is important to learn about other aspects including, 
body conditioning, healthy diets and routine“

How did you find the workload?
"It was manageable when I prioritised and stayed on top of it instead of putting it off…”
"The work load wasn't too bad and I was able to manage well.”

What have graduates said about the course?



https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUA30120?tableUnits-
page=1&pageSizeKey=Training_Details_tableUnits&pageSize=50&setFocus=tableUnits

Information for Students and Families

• Additional information on this qualification can be found at the link below:

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUA30120?tableUnits-page=1&pageSizeKey=Training_Details_tableUnits&pageSize=50&setFocus=tableUnits
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUA30120?tableUnits-page=1&pageSizeKey=Training_Details_tableUnits&pageSize=50&setFocus=tableUnits


If you have 
any 
questions 
please be 
in contact

Sophie Wilson – Head of Dance and 
VET Dance Trainer and Assessor

8276 0272 
SWilson@westminster.sa.edu.au
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