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Subject Description
The Chinese background course is a 20-credit subject at Stage 2. This course is for 
students who have had more than one year of education in Chinese speaking 
countries. 

Students are expected to develop and apply linguistic and intercultural knowledge, 
understanding and skills to:
• interact with others to exchange and explain information, opinions, and ideas in 

Chinese
• create texts in Chinese to express ideas, opinions, and perspectives on 

contemporary issues
• analyse, evaluate, and respond to texts that are in Chinese
• examine relationships between language, culture, and identity, and reflect on 

the ways in which culture influences communication.



Course Structure

• Full year course

• 6 lessons per week

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj97JfRoI7kAhXSfn0KHcCfDA4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_China&psig=AOvVaw0Y7M-xi-CQTVDLBItix7SG&ust=1566280747821216


Why studying this course
There are many advantages and skills developed in study this course. These skills are 
transferable and will help you be successful in jobs and further study. 

 Boost brain power and improve memory
 Develop and sharpen key learning skills, such as strong cognitive abilities, better 

concept formation and mental flexibility, creativity, problem-solving and critical 
thinking

 Improve your language skills and enhance other academic areas
 Expand career potentials and create more employment opportunities
 Contributes to SACE points and ATAR
 Gain extra two bonus points



Themes and Topics
China and the World Modernisation and Social 

Change
The Overseas Chinese-
speaking Communities

Language in Use in 
Contemporary China

• Political and historical 
developments since 
1949 

• The environment

• Population issues and 
policies

• Educational change 
and employment 
opportunities

• The impact of 
technology

• The changing roles 
and expectations of 
women and men

• Youth issues

• Chinese contributions in 
Australia

• Cultural evolution and 
adaptation

• Writers in the Chinese 
language 

• The Internet
• Contemporary film



Assessment Information 
Evidence of Learning Stage 2
School Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%)
(Interaction, Text Production and Text Analysis)

Assessment Type 2: In-depth Study (20%)
(One oral presentation, one written response in the target language and one reflective response 
in English)

External Assessment (30%)
Assessment Type 3: Examination (30%)



Course Structure

Nationally Assessed Languages
Continuers Level
2022 Subject Outline | Stage 1 and Stage 2

Further information about this course can be found on 
the SACE Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/chinese-background-
speakers

For more detailed course information, please contact 
your subject teacher.

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/chinese-background-speakers
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/chinese-background-speakers


Questions?
Please contact Wendy Lampard at 
wlampard@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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