
Stage 1 Biology



Biology Teaching Team (Stage I and II)

 Mr Greenslade  Ms Hurwitt    Ms Ireland     Ms Inglis    Mr Walwyn  Mr Boslooper  Ms Salha



Subject Description

• Can be taken for one or both semesters (semester one is 
recommended for Stage 2) 

• Stage 1 Biology is a 10/20-credit stage 1 subject

• Offered as an accelerated option at year 10 

• Develops vital science skills and builds upon the learnings 
from year 10 science 



Course Structure

• Year 10 or 11 completion 
• Runs for one or both semesters 
• 6 lessons per week
• Often runs on several timetable lines so lots of 

flexibility 
• 4 topics (2 per semester) 

• Biology A: Cells and Microorganisms + 
Infection and Immunity 

• Biology B: Multicellular Organisms + 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics 

• Some of the learning plan shown to the right 



Learning Requirements 
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students are 
expected to develop and demonstrate through their learning in Stage 1 Biology.

In this subject, students are expected to:
1. apply science inquiry skills to deconstruct a problem and design and conduct biological 

investigations, using appropriate procedures and safe, ethical working practices
2. obtain, record, represent, analyse, and interpret the results of biological investigations
3. evaluate procedures and results, and analyse evidence to formulate and justify conclusions
4. develop and apply knowledge and understanding of biological concepts in new and familiar 

contexts
5. explore and understand science as a human endeavour
6. communicate knowledge and understanding of biological concepts and information, using 

appropriate terms, conventions, and representations.



Why study this course?

• Its awesome! 
• Contributes towards SACE and an ATAR (if studied at Stage II) 
• Can provide an excellent foundation for students interested in the following 

at university: 
• Medicine 
• Nursing 
• Health sciences 
• Dentistry 
• Veterinary studies 
• Nutrition/Dietetics 
• Molecular and Biomedical Sciences 



But what else is a possibility? 



Assessment Information 

Evidence of Learning

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their learning in Stage 1 Biology:

School Assessment (100%)
• Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: SATs (50%)



https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/biology 

Information for Students and Families

Plentiful information on this subject can be found on the SACE 
Board website at the following link below:

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/biology


Questions?
Please contact Jason Greenslade at 
jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au

mailto:jgreenslade@westminster.sa.edu.au
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