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Welcome to BYOD at WestMAC
The WestMAC mandatory Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program ensures students can 
access learning opportunities anywhere, anytime. This helps prepare them with career and 
life skills for their future.

All students in Years 7 to 12 are part of BYOD.

Year 7 and new students attend a BYOD induction early in Term 1 and must have their 
device available from Day 1.

Why BYOD Matters
Our program helps WestMAC to:

Meet ICT skills requirements in the Australian Curriculum (Years P–10) and Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (Years 11–12).

Address College strategic priorities to prepare students for the future and remain 
relevant in a rapidly changing knowledge economy.

Individualise learning and build independence and self-directed skills.

Device Specifications and Purchasing
Families can choose either a Windows or Apple laptop, provided it meets our minimum 
specifications. Chromebooks are not supported.

Minimum Specifications
Windows 10 or Apple (Mac OS 12) laptop (no Chromebooks) 

12 inch screen or larger (touch optional)

Core i5 or Ryzen 5 processor

8GB RAM minimum (16GB suggested for Senior School) 128GB 

SSD (256GB suggested for Senior School)

Learning Pathways
Music students may benefit from a stylus-enabled device

Creative subjects such as Visual Art may work best with an Apple Mac laptop

All students have access to Microsoft Office at no cost for the duration of enrolment

Purchasing Options
The College provides a recommended vendor option for ease of purchase, but families 
may buy from any supplier.

JB Hi-Fi Education Portal (school code: WMAC2026)

Further purchasing considerations:

JB Hi-Fi Education Toolkit for Parents

BYOD Parent Video

Consider the total cost of ownership including warranty, support and durability. 
The cheapest device is not always the best option.

https://byod.jbhifi.education/


 Extra Considerations
	 Hard protective case (avoid soft sleeves)
	 Onsite warranty and repair (next business day recommended)
	 Accidental damage protection or insurance (check your home contents policy)
	 Back-up storage device such as OneDrive or external hard drive

 

Device Compliance and Setup
WestMAC uses Intune to manage device access. A compliant device must:
	 Have a password.
	 Have the firewall enabled.

	 Run the latest operating system (Windows 10 version 21H1 or later, macOS Big Sur 11.2 	
	 or later).
	 Have Microsoft Defender turned on (Windows). Apple devices do not require antivirus, 	

	 but appropriate software may be used.
	 Non-compliant devices will lose access to the network until the issue is fixed.

 

Applications and Services
	 Microsoft Office 365 Suite (free for students)
	 Intune and Company Portal Information
	 BYOD Enrolment Guide – macOS
	 BYOD Enrolment Guide – Windows 10

 

Everyday Use
Students use devices for:
	 In-class activities, homework and assignments
	 College learning systems, messaging and daily notices
	 Research, projects and collaboration in real time

Technology supports learning but does not replace traditional approaches.  
Different teachers use devices in different ways, and technology is one tool among many.
Students are able to store devices safely in their lockers when not in use.



 Frequently Asked Questions
	 Why not a 1:1 College laptop program?

	 BYOD gives families flexibility to choose suit a device that suits their child’s needs.
	 Can students use smartphones?

	 No. Smartphones do not meet learning requirements and cannot be used during class time.
	 Can an existing device be used?

	 Yes, if it meets specifications.
	 Do international students need a device?

	 Yes. Additional support will be provided if required.
	 What about modified programs or specialist subjects?

	 Specialist software will be provided through Horizon or College computers.
	 How do students access the internet at school?

	 Through the secure College WiFi.
	 How does WestMAC ensure online safety?

	 Filters and monitoring are in place.
	 Can textbooks be accessed on devices?

	 Yes, on both Apple and Windows.
	 What happens if a device fails, breaks or runs out of battery?

	 Warranty and insurance are strongly recommended. Limited charging points are available.
	 Does WestMAC provide charging stations?

	 Limited access is available, but students should arrive with fully charged devices.
	 How is theft managed?

	 Students are expected to store devices safely in lockers or protective cases.
	 Are devices covered by school insurance?

	 No. Families must arrange insurance.
	 Is there a safety concern while travelling?

	 Students should take care with devices when travelling.
	 Are student files private?  Yes.
	 Is device use restricted outside class?

	 Yes. Device use is guided by College policies.
	 What type of bag is recommended?

	 A padded laptop bag that protects against drops and knocks.
 

Questions?
If you have any questions about BYOD, please contact  
the College on: (07) 3813 4555.




