
THE MAGAZINE OF WAVERLEY COLLEGE  ISSUE 23 NUMBER 1  @ WINTER 2016

<

 6  
Take a Bow, 
High School 

Musical!

Visual Arts &  
TAS Exhibition  

> 10

Peter Frost  
50 Years of Cadet Unit  
> 15

May Procession 
< 8



NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
This edition marks significant changes at Waverley: Head of College, Ray Paxton has announced he will depart 
at the end of 2016; we introduce a new Deputy Head of College, Graham Leddie, who hails from Nudgee; 
and we also welcome our new Development Manager, Rebecca Curran. We also celebrate two outstanding 
creative arts events from our students; we mark the Jubilee of ex-Headmaster, Br Bob Wallace at our May 
Procession; and we sadly note the death of another ex-Headmaster, Br Kevin Kirwan. Read on...
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FROM THE HEAD OF COLLEGE

The Start of a New Era

2016 has been a year of innovation in the life of the 
College. Innovation in education is much more than 
using the latest technology in the classroom. It is about 
providing new opportunities to structure learning for 
students and staff in ways that are both engaging and 
thought provoking. This is very much in line with the 
Edmund Rice touchstone of Liberating Education and 
encapsulated in our own imperative of liberating the 
potential of every learner.

The College is embracing innovation with a great 
many changes that will enhance the learning of our 
students. The new TAS Building and redeveloped 
Brother Lacey Gymnasium have been operational since 
June this year.

The TAS Building comprises generous and well-
equipped wood and metal technology rooms, a 
CAD & Design Lab with 24 Apple Mac workstations, 
a professional domestic kitchen and a commercial 
kitchen, all of which are already having a positive 
impact on students and staff. I believe strongly in this 
“real world” model of learning and the new building is 
a testament to that – with students gaining skills that 
will enhance their lives upon leaving the College.  
We will officially open the new building in Term 4  
with a special event.

The Brother Lacey Gymnasium, boasting two full 
sized new basketball courts, a BOSE sound system, 
multimedia screens, tiered retractable seating across 
three levels and many more functions, transitions easily 
from sporting venue to an assembly hall with seating 
for 1800. It also provides two covered walkways linking 
the east and west of the campus. The Gym not only 
highlights the progressive nature of the School but the 
amazing community that lies within these walls. With 
many assemblies, co-curricular events and conferences 
already staged, this space is the new gathering place for 
the College.

I am extremely proud of the enhancement to our 

Carrington Road profile. The heritage-restored Grange, 
the sandstone approaches, a new crest, a bus shelter 
and carpark strongly announce our presence on the 
western perimeter of the campus and link us more 
closely with St Clare’s College, St Charles School and 
Mary Immaculate Parish.

Innovation at Waverley College is going from 
strength to strength. I have also drawn on this strength 
in taking the next step in my career. From January 2017, 
I will take on the role of National Director – Identity 
and Liberating Education with Edmund Rice Education 
Australia (EREA). This role oversees the values, vision, 
mission, charism, formation and renewal of EREA 
schools. I will take with me all of the experiences and 
values that I have had the pleasure of gaining while 
at Waverley College and will utilise these across EREA 
Schools throughout Australia. It is a great pleasure 
to know that my strong association with Waverley 
College will continue.

At the time of publishing this edition of the 
Wavelength magazine, the search for my replacement 
is already underway, ushering in an exciting new era  
for this great school. I am forever grateful to this 
dynamic community for all it has offered me.
 
Mr Ray Paxton
Head Of College

Below and page 2: The College’s 
new TAS and gym are now in use.

The College is 
embracing 
innovation with  
a great many 
changes that will 
enhance the  
learning of our 
students. 
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Asking the right questions

In May 2016 Edmund Rice Education Australia’s Executive Director,  
Dr Wayne Tinsey, wrote this letter to our staff. He writes about the 
power of a truly liberating education and his message resonates not 
only for professional educators but for all of us in our hopes and 
dreams for ourselves and for our young people.

Remember the wise parent who asked his child 
each day not “What did you learn today?” but 
“What questions did you ask today?”

Much of the education process entails the 
asking of questions and the giving of answers.  
As teachers, sometimes we can judge our success 
by the answers that we receive from students. 
The testing regimes we serve can reinforce this 
emphasis.

However, it’s not the answers we require, but 
rather it’s the questions we encourage, that can 
often make education most transformative and 
liberating.

Inspirational educator Parker Palmer suggests 
that there are several types of questions that 
we can ask in our hope that education is truly 
liberating.

The question we most commonly ask is the 
“what” question – what subjects shall we teach?

When the conversation goes a bit deeper, we 
ask the “how” question – what methods and 
techniques are required to teach well? 

Occasionally, when it goes deeper still, we ask 
the “why” question – for what purposes and to 
what ends do we teach? The EREA Charter helps 
us out with this one!

We aim to form young people who 
can critique their reality and undertake the 
production of meaning themselves, first by 
becoming questioners of the world they live in 
and then, by becoming co-creators of their own 
versions of the world. We want them to question 
and critique our world, not simply inhabit it.

The questions we lead our young people 
to ask should challenge versions of the world 
that define success solely in terms of money, 
accumulation of things and over-emphasis on 
status and security. Our aim is to equip young 
people to critique our culture and its version of 
the good, the well lived, the important and the 
meaningful life.

We teach more than subjects. The key 
questions relate to life and how to live with 
dignity, respect and honour. We hope our 
students learn through experience and construct 
their reality based on their experiences. We want 
our students to have independence of mind and 
an openness to engage in problem-solving.

We hope they reflect on the world to 
understand it; make their way in it confidently, 
and sometimes just simply to be in awe of life’s 
mystery and grandeur. We hope to free our 
young people from the tyranny of unexamined 

opinions and assumptions, shallow solutions and 
inherited prejudices. We hope our young people 
are liberated from boundaries rather than defined 
by them.

But Parker Palmer goes further to suggest 
that seldom, if ever, do we ask the “who” 
question – who is the self that teaches? How 
does the quality of my selfhood form – or deform 
– the way I relate to my students, my subject, my 
colleagues, my world?

Our lives are very complex. It often appears to 
me to be a miracle that teachers can so regularly 
overcome the turmoil in their own lives and 
family situations in order to be ‘on song’ in the 
classroom. I learned a long time ago to have 
patience with colleagues, since we never know 
what they have had to deal with before they even 
get to the workplace. I hope they would have this 
patience with me!

Our schools place real importance on 
formation, prayer and reflection for staff as 
well as students. For me it continues to be a 
great privilege to have these opportunities in 
the workplace. There are many people in other 
fields of work who never have these possibilities 
of reflection and spiritual enrichment. Let us all 
commit to using these opportunities as best we 
can in order to engage with the ‘who’ questions.

Humanity is so important in education. 
There is no liberating education without shared 
humanity. Most young people won’t identify with 
us in the role of RE, English or Science teacher, but 
they can and will identify with and be touched 
by wholesome, spiritual, searching, integrated 
human beings. Perfect no, but authentically 
human, absolutely. Friends, our human condition 
gives us one huge concession: we don’t have to 
be perfect, just the best we can!

I have a collection of little stories that inspire 
me. Most have been with me for years. I’m sure 
you probably have some as well. Writing this letter 
I was looking back over this one and thought I 
would share it with you. I think it fits. Enjoy Rose’s 
answers to the questions life posed to her.

The first day of College our professor 
introduced himself and challenged us to get to 
know someone we didn’t already know.

I stood up to look around when a gentle hand 
touched my shoulder. I turned around to find a 
wrinkled, little old lady beaming up at me with a 
smile that lit up her entire being.

She said, “Hi handsome. My name is Rose. I’m 
eighty-seven years old. Can I give you a hug?”

I laughed and enthusiastically responded,  
“Of course you may!” and she gave me a giant 
squeeze.

“Why are you in college at such a young, 
innocent age?” I asked. She jokingly replied, “I’m 
here to meet a rich husband, get married, have a 
couple of children, and then retire and travel.”

“No seriously,” I asked. I was curious what 
may have motivated her to be taking on this 
challenge at her age.

“I always dreamed of having a college 
education and now I’m getting one!” she told me.

We became instant friends. Every day for the 
next three months we would leave class together 
and talk nonstop.

At the end of the semester we invited Rose 
to speak at our football banquet. I’ll never forget 
what she taught us. She was introduced and 
stepped up to the podium. As she began to 
deliver her prepared speech, she dropped her 
three by five cards on the floor.

Frustrated and a little embarrassed she leaned 
into the microphone and simply said “I’m sorry 
I’m so jittery. I gave up beer for Lent and this 
whiskey is killing me! I’ll never get my speech 
back in order so let me just tell you what I know.” 
As we laughed she cleared her throat and began:

“We do not stop playing because we are old; 
we grow old because we stop playing. There are 
only four secrets to staying young, being happy 
and achieving success.

You have to laugh and find humour every day.
You’ve got to have a dream. When you lose 

your dreams, you die.
We have so many people walking around who 

are dead and don’t even know it!
There is a huge difference between growing 

older and growing up. If you are nineteen years 
old and lie in bed for one full year and don’t do 
one productive thing, you will turn twenty years 
old. If I am eighty-seven years old and stay in bed 
for a year and never do anything I will turn eighty-
eight. Anybody can grow older. That doesn’t take 
any talent or ability.

The idea is to grow up by always finding the 
opportunity in change.

Have no regrets. The elderly usually don’t have 
regrets for what we did, but rather for things we 
did not do. The only people who fear death are 
those with regrets.”

At the year’s end Rose finished the College 
degree she had begun all those years ago. One 
week after graduation Rose died peacefully in her 
sleep.

Over two thousand college students attended 
her funeral in tribute to the wonderful woman 
who taught by example that it’s never too late to 
be all you can possibly be.

My warmest regards and gratitude for all you 
do for Edmund Rice education and the future of 
our young people.

 
Dr Wayne Tinsey 
Executive Director, Edmund Rice Education Australia
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INTRODUCING MR GRAHAM LEDDIE BA, GRADDIPED, MEDL, MRE

Deputy Head of College  

In January Mr Graham Leddie commenced as Deputy Head of College at Waverley. 
In this key role, he is responsible for the design, development, implementation 
and evaluation of the College’s student wellbeing program. He also chairs the 
College Executive’s operational meetings and supports the Head of College in the 
overall strategic development of the school. 

Mr Leddie is passionate about boys’ education and 
believes their learning outcomes are closely linked to 
the quality of the teacher and the students’ social and 
emotional wellbeing. He says, “an effective wellbeing 
program needs to focus on developing the boys hearts, 
mind, body and soul. Key elements include the building 
of positive relationships, integrity, compassion, humility, 
tolerance, resilience and moral courage.”

Announcing Mr Leddie’s appointment, Ray Paxton, 
Head of College said, “I welcome Mr Leddie to our 
college and community. His past work with EREA 
[Edmund Rice Education Australia] schools speaks for 
itself and he brings invaluable experience and views on 
leadership and learning.”

 Mr Leddie said, “Waverley College is at the 
forefront of Catholic education in Australia and 
has a strategic direction to liberate the potential of 
every learner. I am extremely excited to be a part of 
the College as it continues to educate young men, 
challenging them to actively reflect on their learning 
and to develop habits that help them become lifelong 
learners.”

 Prior to his appointment at Waverley College,  
Mr Leddie was Deputy Principal at St Joseph’s Nudgee 
College in Queensland, which is also an Edmund Rice 
School and participates in the GPS Association. Prior 
to being Deputy, he held two other senior positions 
– Dean of Administration and Dean of Learning and 
Teaching. Mr Leddie also previously worked at the 
Rockhampton Grammar School and at Sydney Church 
of England Co-educational Grammar School (SCECGS) 
Redlands where he was the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Coordinator.

Mr Leddie commented on the highlights of his ten 
years at Nudgee College: 

“With Nudgee being a boarding school, I got 
to work with a diverse range of boys from all over 
Queensland, the Northern Territory, NSW and the 
Pacific Islands. Some boys had only ever been educated 
by the School of Distance Education and others had 
come from properties where it was an hour’s drive from 
their house to their front gate. 

“I was also fortunate to participate in and challenge 
myself on staff and student immersions to India, 
Cambodia and Buru (an Indigenous Community in 
Far North Queensland). These experiences developed 
my understanding of cross cultural and interreligious 
dialogue whilst also giving me a greater understanding 
of the educational needs of people at the margins. 

“As a teacher and leader, I was part of a successful 
team that developed a whole school learning 
framework, with common language and practices 
embedded across the school, and with all key 

stakeholders playing their part. It was exciting to watch 
overall academic achievement improve and students 
end up with better choices as they graduated the 
College.

“Another important experience was working with 
the College’s Indigenous Education Program, part of 
Andrew Penfold’s National AIEF Scholarship initative, 
which sought to create experiences that encouraged 
Indigenous students to find their path and transform 
their own and their community’s futures. One 
opportunity also saw me take three students to Rome 
for the Canonization of Mary MacKillop, performing a 
dance at the Vatican. 

“Part of my portfolio at Nudgee was to create 
dynamic, technologically driven learning and play 
spaces and rejuvenate a tired campus. The College 
spent over $50M over ten years and upgraded all of 
its facilities. Working closely with the architects and 
builders I was able to bring significant change to the 
learning and work spaces at the College. 

“Nudgee was a school for Years 8-12 when, eight 
years ago, I coordinated the process to create a Junior 
School on our campus. All of the approvals, staffing, 
planning, development of the facility, procedures and 
policies were my responsibility. Year 7 transferred to 
high school in Queensland in the last two years and the 
new Junior school is now full. 

“When I commenced working at Nudgee, most 
of the schools in the Queensland GPS system rowed, 
but Nudgee did not. I founded the College’s rowing 
program and developed a very positive culture across 
the shed. We began with 25 boys in Year 8 and built 
up each year. In our second year of open competition 
we won the Head of the River. After 14 years of 
open competition we won seven Heads of River and 
five overall points championships. I’m proud to say 
that last year Nudgee won the National VIII Rowing 
Championship Schoolboy VIII race ahead of Joey’s, 
Melbourne Grammar and SHORE.”

On a personal note, Graham has two children, Hamish 
in Year 5 and Laura in Year 8. He loves sports and the 
outdoors and has climbed many mountains around the 
world, including Aconcagua and Kilimanjaro. Graham 
was educated at Sydney Grammar, is the youngest 
of three boys and holds a Masters of Educational 
Leadership and a Masters of Religious Education 
from the Australian Catholic University and Boston 
College. Recently he completed the Business Executive 
Programme at the Stanford Business School where he 
focused on developing innovative practices, strategic 
leadership in dynamic environments, managing bias in 
strategic judgement and strategic crisis management. 

“… an effective 
wellbeing program 
needs to focus on 
developing the  
boys hearts, mind, 
body and soul.  
Key elements include  
the building of 
positive relationships, 
integrity, compassion, 
humility, tolerance, 
resilience and moral 
courage.”
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Over 100 students from both Waverley College and St Clare’s College 
performed in sellout performances at the Parade Theatre at NIDA on  
7–9 March in this year’s musical production, High School Musical. 
Waverley Head of Drama and Executive Producer, Alison Jinga, said,  
“it was an incredible experience for our young people to work in such a 
professional space where many famous Australian actors perform before 
they make it to the world stage.”

Head of Music and Musical Director, Chris Balkizas said High School 
Musical was, “… a large scale event with students participating on the 
stage, backstage and the musicians in the orchestral pit.

“From a Musical Director’s position it was wonderful to watch the 
students from St Clare’s and Waverley College grow and develop in 
musical confidence whether it was on the stage or in the band,” he said.

“Such a wonderful collective event certainly brought joy  
and a great sense of achievement that the students will 
cherish beyond their time at school.”

1 2

3

Take a bow,
High School Musical!
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1 	 Angus Mullins and Kaylen De Gersigny 
2	 The Jocks and the Cheerleaders 
3	 The Orchestra 
4 	 Ben Gabriel and Elise Matouk
5	 Ellie Naylor and Jack Lynch
6 	 George Meli and Luisa Galloway
7	 Stage crew including Crew Managers, 

Alison Jinga and Samatha Abrahim
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This is the text of a speech by Br Bob Wallace CFC AM – former 
Headmaster of Waverley College – at the 106th May Procession  
and Feast of Edmund Rice on 1 May, 2016

 
“I would challenge you here today to look at the place that  
Jesus gave to his Mother – your school patron – Mary –  
and to the other women who are written up in the Gospels  
and see that a fundamental teaching of Jesus is respect,  
in every sense, for women.”

 
Thank you for the invitation to speak today and for the good wishes around 
my fifty years as a Christian Brother.

When I joined the Brothers at the age of 28 it was just to see if this is 
what God wanted me to do with my life – work for the education of young 
people, especially the marginalised. Well, one way or another, it seems that 
is what God wanted – I am still here!

My fifteen years at Waverley College were very happy ones and I have 
many memories and friends from that time. Hence it is good to see the 
ongoing very significant building developments that are nearing completion. 
Mr Paxton gave me a personal tour of the new areas earlier today.

Since I left Waverley it has become part of Edmund Rice Education 
Australia. I had a look through your recently published Strategic Plan and 
was impressed with the extent to which it links with and develops the 
Edmund Rice Touchstones of –

>> an inclusive community
>> liberating education
>> justice and solidarity and
>> gospel spirituality.

 
A ‘May Procession’ in honour of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, may seem to 

some to be hard to understand in this day and age.
In spite of some rigidities and misplaced practices, which have grown up 

over the years, Christianity has always been strong on affirming the need to 
honour and respect women – guided by the very significant place that Jesus 
obviously gave to his mother – Mary.

Over history, and in all cultures, there has been a strand of an attitude 
by many men that disrespected and even abused women. It is clear that our 
society even now is not free of this.

Whatever mistakes the hierarchy might have made, and does continue 
to make, about the place of women in the official church, Christianity has 
always been clear and strong about respect for women.

Jesus’ own words on several occasions make this clear, but if you look 
at the interaction of Jesus with women in the Gospels this becomes crystal 
clear. A memorable example is Mary Magdalene. Some might remember the 
famous rock musical – Jesus Christ Superstar – which was in fact all about 
Jesus’ relationships with women.

Mary, his mother, and the patron of Waverley College is at the centre of 
this teaching and practice of Jesus.

This teaching of Jesus was about how we must respect and treat women 
as equals in every way.

Even though there are still many forms of inequality for women, there 
are good signs of a greater understanding and practice of this teaching. 
There are still differentials in pay, in career opportunities, and many other 
areas that need redressing.

It is important to understand that this has a Gospel basis and is not just  
a cultural thing.

Given this, there is one aspect of this that I would like to challenge the 
men of Waverley about.

This is the matter of domestic violence.
Objectively it is hard to imagine anything more awful and wrong than 

a man abusing, hurting or bashing his wife, girlfriend, sister or partner. It 
carries all of the stigma of cowardice, bullying and egoism.

I would challenge you here today to look at the place that Jesus gave 

The Mark of Waverley Men
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to his Mother – your school patron – Mary – and to the other women who 
are written up in the Gospels and see that a fundamental teaching of Jesus 
is respect, in every sense, for women. You have to challenge yourselves to 
remove any latent feelings that society may have given you that somehow 
men have rights over women.

You have to call out such violence and abuse.
It is not just that we should avoid such actions: You will probably rightly 

say, “I would never do that,” however it is more than that.
We all have an obligation to ensure that provisions for women in danger 

are sufficient—that there is adequate Government funding for women’s 
refuges, for support services and counselling.

This will require that you take some political action about this when the 
need is there and you have the opportunity.

It should be a mark of Waverley men, given the long tradition of 
respecting Mary, that they see this without any qualifications.

You are challenged to be really strong men — caring for, protecting, 
loving, advancing the women who will come into your life.

The College motto – Virtus Sola Nobilitat – Virtue Alone Ennobles –
challenges you to do this.

Work against this scourge of domestic violence and, better still, show 
that you do understand the basic Christian belief that God loves EVERYONE 
equally – in this discussion, women – but genuinely everyone of every race 
and creed.

PROFILE BR BOB WALLACE CFC AM
The College was privileged to have Br Bob Wallace join 
us to give the May Procession address on the occasion of 
his Golden Jubilee as a Christian Brother. The occasion 
was an opportunity for the current Head of College, Ray 
Paxton, to honour Br Bob’s significant contribution to our 
community:
Br Bob was educated at Christian Brothers’ Burwood and 
Lewisham and attended Sydney University – where he studied 
Aeronautical Engineering and gained a Pilots Licence in the Air 
Training Corp. He completed National Service in the RAAF and 
gained his RAAF Cadetship.

As a student at Sydney University, Br Bob was President 
Sydney University Engineering Under Graduates Association, 
President Sydney University Union (built “Footbridge Theatre”), 
Secretary and President SRC at Sydney University, President of 
the National Union of Students, and represented Australia at 
International Student Conferences in Indonesia and Philippines 
and at the World Assembly of Youth in Vietnam.

As a teacher, he taught at Christian Brothers’ Lewisham before 
joining the Christian Brothers in 1966. Following this he taught at 
St Pius X Chatswood, St Patrick’s Goulburn, eighteen years at  
St Edmund’s Canberra and Waverley College from 1989 to 
2004. His teaching subjects were RE, Mathematics, Physics, 
Economics and Technical Drawing. As a school leader Br Bob 
has been a Subject Head, a Sportsmaster, a Deputy Headmaster 
and a Headmaster for twenty years, including twelve years as 
Headmaster of Waverley College.

Br Bob contributed to the development of state, territory 
and national education through his membership of a range of 
planning, finance and advisory committees, his chairmanship of 
the Association of Independent Schools ACT and as a founding 
Board member of the Australian Sports Drug Agency.

His now legendary commitment to Rugby Union, at the 
school, state, national and international level included four 
Waratah Shield wins and 10 ASC Premierships with St Edmund’s 
Canberra, President and Secretary of the Australian Schools 
Rugby Union, Manager of the 1977 Australian Schools Rugby 
Team, Chair of the Pacific Schools Rugby Conference and Chair of 
the International Schools Rugby Conference.

In 1986 Br Bob received an AM – Member of the Order of 
Australia – for his services to education.

During his time at Waverley College, Br Bob made an 
outstanding contribution to the strengthening of learning 
programs, the provision of IT, the support for and strengthening 
of sporting and co-curricular programs, staff leadership and 
development, College Board and parent leadership, pastoral care, 
boys’ education, strategic and master planning, the creative arts, 
learning support and the introduction of new subjects. His legacy 
in capital works and building can be seen in the purchase and 
development of the Waterford Junior School Campus and the 
Performing Arts Centre, now named in his honour.

However, significant as these achievements are, it is in the 
areas of mission and service that Br Bob has made his greatest 
contribution. His love for the celebration of the Eucharist was well 
known, as was his commitment to the importance of this event 
we celebrate today.

On behalf of Waverley College, I congratulate Br Bob on the 
occasion of his Golden Jubilee as a Christian Brother and take 
this opportunity for our community to recognise his enormous 
contribution to the story of Waverley College, Catholic Education, 
Australian sport and the mission of Edmund Rice.

Br Wallace and Head of College, Ray Paxton during May Procession.
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Huge Visual Art 
and TAS Show

1 2

3

64 5

This page
1	 Guest speaker Craig Waddell
2	 Sam Trustrum Year 8
3	 Harrison Kyriakou and family with  

Dechantel Green, Visual Arts Teacher
4	 Liam Molloy Year 12
5	 Matthew Femia Year 12
6	 Patrick Osipovich Year 11 D&T
Opposite page
7	 Thomas McMah Year 10
8	 Katana Angelini Year 12
9	 Matthew Miller Year 11
10 	 Year 9 Design & Technology (D&T)
11	 Oliver Heys Year 10
12	 Year 9 Design & Technology
13	 Jack Gordon Year 11 
14	 Conor Hargon Year 8
15	 Jake Foster HSC 2014 (from CAS Art Show 2016)
16	 Oliver Haupt Year 10
17	 Liam Rayner Year 11 Industrial Technology
18	 Harry Newton Year 9 D&T

The 2016 Visual Arts and TAS Exhibition 
held on 23 and 24 August was a combined 
show from Waverley College and St Clare’s 
College Waverley. Held in the newly 
renovated Br JP Lacey Gymnasium, the 
event attracted more than 800 visitors 
for opening night. Special guest for the 
evening was renowned Australian artist 
Craig Waddell. Works from students in 
Years 7 to 12 were on display, with prizes 
awarded for the most outstanding works.
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50th Anniversary of HSC 
The students of 5th Year (Year 11) 1966 were the first cohort to study the Higher 
School Certificate course, which means we are marking a significant milestone in 
education this year: 2016 / 2017 is 50th anniversary of the HSC! 

As with any change, the introduction of a new course – a new approach to 
teaching and learning – had an extensive lead-time. In 1954, Dr Harold Wyndham, 
Research Officer of the Department of Education, was appointed to chair a 
committee tasked to completely review the secondary education system in New 
South Wales and make recommendations for improvements to be implemented. 
The committee’s report, popularly referred to as ‘The Wyndham Report’, was 
presented to the Minister for Education in 1957. The report gave rise to a new 
Public Education Act (the first major change since 1916) and heralded a flurry of 
construction and expansion as many schools sought to create new learning spaces, 
such as science laboratories, to meet the recommendations. 

Key among the changes was the objective of presenting all students with the 
opportunity to experience a wide range of subjects including visual arts, industrial 
arts, music and drama, and a wide range of languages. The five-year secondary 
school system was abandoned in favour of a 4 + 2 model, which allowed students to 
study many different subjects early on (Years 7–10) after which they would specialise 
(Years 11–12) with a view to matriculation and tertiary study. New state-wide exams 
at the end of Years 10 and 12 would serve as ‘certificates’ of education. 

The first cohort to study under the new structure began first year – then  
called First Form (Year 7) – in 1962. During the transition period, the College was 
required to teach two streams, as students in more senior years – ie the Leaving 
Classes of 1962–1965 – were to finish their studies under the old five-year structure. 
I have heard many apocryphal stories of teachers (Brothers as well as lay teachers) 
hastily reading curriculum documents in between lessons in order to stay ahead 
of their students, especially during the early years as course materials were still in 
preparation. 1966 was an ‘in-between year’, with no official ‘Leaving’ cohort that 
year. This is why the Old Boys of the mid 1960s often identify as a combined group. 

The HSC has undergone many changes in its 50-year history, not least the 
discontinuation of official School Certificate exams at the end of Year 10. Given its 
longevity – or perhaps because of its complexity! – the HSC seems here to stay. 

A ‘Leaving Certificate’, issued at 
the completion of the old five-year 
course from 1916 to 1965.  An early 
School Certificate and Higher 
School Certificate.

The Grange and  
Carrington Road Entrance
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Far left: timber gate  
across the original main 
entrance to the College,  
off Carrington Road.  
Above left: The Grange,  
as it looked in 1947. Note 
the ironwork on the lower 
and upper verandahs. 
Above: The Grange, 1975, 
missing a few of its earlier 
embellishments. 

This year marks the half-way point of the centenary of WWI. Just as Australians and New Zealanders focussed 
on Gallipoli last year as a battle of national significance, in 2016 the British will commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the battle of the Somme. The main British memorial to this battle is at Thiepval, right in the 
heart of the former battle-grounds. 

The Somme offensive is the term given to series of battles fought between 1 July and 18 November 1916 
along the Somme Valley in France. It was the main Anglo-French offensive of 1916 and was originally planned  
as part of a wider strategy of attacking Germany simultaneously on the Western and Eastern Fronts, with the 
aim of destroying Germany’s reserves of manpower. The initial day of the offensive remains the most costly 
day in the history of the British army. It suffered almost 60,000 casualties, a third of whom were killed. 

Australians entered the overall Battle of the Somme on 23 July, around the small town of Pozières and at 
nearby Mouquet Farm. Losses were high. Three Waverley College men lost their lives in 1916, all at Pozières. 

      James Enright was a Sapper who was killed on 23 July while attempting to 
establish communications within the trench system. He had enrolled at 
Waverley in 1905, aged 13. The son of a policeman, James gained a position 
with NSW railways as an engineering graduate, but enlisted in 1915 in time to 
serve at Gallipoli for several weeks at the end of that campaign. 

Frank Gailey enrolled at Waverley in 1904 as an older student at the same 
time as 12 other students who later served with the 1st AIF. Like James 
Enright, Frank enlisted in time to serve at Gallipoli, and was shipped to 
France in early 1916 to await the next phase of the campaign.  
In action at Pozières from 23 July, he was reported missing 
on the 28th. His body was never found. Frank is one of two 
Waverley College men to have served in WWI who had been 
‘lost’ until their service was rediscovered in the research for  
In Good Faith: Waverley College and the Great War 1914-1918. 

Sam Killingbeck was the third Waverley man to lose his life during the battle of the 
Somme. Enrolled in 1910, Sam was a shipping clerk when he enlisted in August 1915.  
He is commemorated on the Australian Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux. 

Centenary of the Battle of the Somme 

The completion of building and refurbishment works around the Carrington Road 
entrance to the school are providing useful and attractive facilities for the school. Did 
you know that for the first 60 years of the College’s history, Carrington Road was 
the official entrance to the College? This changed in 1963, when the Main Admin 
building on Birrell Street was opened. 

The Grange, once partly obscured by another building fronting Carrington Road, 
is now a feature of the precinct. Sporting new paint and refurbished verandahs, 
the house is a reminder of the stately homes which once graced the highest point 
of Waverley. Originally a private home, The Grange was purchased by the College 
in 1938 to provide accommodation for resident students as the Boarding school 
– established in 1934 – continued to expand. A photo taken in 1947 shows the 
graceful wrought-iron work on both the upper and lower verandahs, as well as some 
of the garden which must have surrounded it. 

The house has had multiple uses throughout the ensuing years, and was most 
recently the home of the uniform shop. The Art Department was transferred there in 
1983, occupying refurbished rooms on two floors. Specialised spaces were created 
for Painting, Ceramics and Sculpture, while Graphics (printing, etching and silk-
screening) took place in the former Ball Room of the old house. An art library, lecture 
room and staff room completed the facility. 

Above, James Enright. Background image, Memorial to Australian 1st Division, who fought in the battle of the Somme in 1916. 
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>> A number of reunions were 
held at the 1st XV CAS 
premiership victory at the 
“Back to Queens Park” 
day. The Classes of 2006, 
1991 and 1988 were there 
to lend their support for 
our 1st XV. One special 
moment that occurred after the 1st XV ran through 
the tunnel was the presentation of a signed ball to old boy Luke Meads 
(Class of ‘88). Luke has been battling his own health issues recently and 
was acknowledged by First XV Captain, Lachlan Drew-Morris to the 
cheers of the old boys gathered behind him. Following the match, a large 
number of old boys enjoyed refreshments at the Charing Cross Hotel and 
relived their days at Waverley College. We hope to continue this tradition 
in 2017 with an even bigger “Back to Queens Park Day”. In 2017, the Old 
Boys Union will have a specially branded marquee on the northern side of 
Queens Park One as a meeting spot during all home winter CAS fixtures.

 

Annual Giving
A large part of the role of Development in any school is facilitating the culture 
of giving. It is a contentious issue because already people give so much to 
the College that plays such an important role in the lives of their child. It can 
sometimes seem that a lot is being asked. It is important to remember that 
while it may seem sometimes that you are regularly putting your hand in 
your pocket for building funds or sports fundraising, your giving is a much 
appreciated part of a larger legacy. This legacy will provide your child and 
many other children the chance of receiving a transformative education – 
through a greater learning experience in the new TAS Building or through 
receiving scholarship or bursary assistance. You are providing opportunities 
for students who in turn will go on to become positive members of their 
communities.

I would like to thank the many families of current students and Waverley 
Old Boys who have so generously donated to the 2016 Annual Giving 
Appeal. So far you have raised over $15,000 towards the capital works, 
which is a tremendous effort. Every little bit helps and is appreciated 
because it makes such a huge difference.

 

The Future
In the future we will be providing more touch points for students and their 
families (current and past), as well as the wider community, to engage with 
the College and strengthen the existing close and supportive network.
We are looking at networking, fundraising, celebratory and showcasing 
events that will hopefully provide a little of something for everyone. If you 
feel inspired to help out or if you have any ideas about the above, please feel 
free to contact myself or even drop in to my office at the Senior Campus.

I feel very blessed to have been welcomed into a lovely community with 
such a rich and diverse heritage. I look forward to meeting you at future events 
at the College.
 
Rebecca Curran Development Manager
P	  02 9369 0753
E	 rcurran@waverley.nsw.edu.au

inspired by the words of Brother Bob Wallace who spoke about domestic 
violence. It was great to see that there is open dialogue on such an 
important issue between role models like Brother Bob and young men.

>> I attended the Old Boy’s Union AGM (held after the May Procession) 
and felt very welcomed. I also attended the OBU Council Meeting on my 
first day at the College. It is great to see that the old boys are passionate 
about connecting with both current and past students and finding ways 
to engage the community with the College.

>> On the long weekend in June, I attended the OBU Muster held at the 
Harold Park Hotel, a venue graciously provided by owner and Waverley 
old boy William Ryan (Class of 1979). This was a great opportunity for 
old boys to catch up, watch the rugby and also network. We hope to see 
this event grow in numbers year on year.

>> It was great to see the new TAS building in action. I held a photo shoot 
there with students using the commercial and domestic kitchens as well 
as the woodworking classrooms. The students I spoke to were excited 
about the new space and felt fortunate to be the first ones to be able to 
use it. What I understood from them was that the new space was really 
going to enhance their own skills and they were very grateful.

>> On Tuesday 9 August, families and friends of Waverley College 
gathered at the Estee Lauder Corporate Store in Erskineville for a night 
of shopping. Vicki Rizzo (Antonio, Year 5) approached me in Term 2 
with this great idea of raising funds for the College and we set about 
organising it together. The aim of the night was to engage the Waverley 
College community and with over 100 people in attendance I feel 
the night was a success in this respect. The response from those who 
attended was overwhelmingly positive and we raised $1,100 in ticket 
sales. Many thanks to Vicki Rizzo for all her initiative and support in 

driving this event and a big 
thank you to Suzy Belavic 
(David, Year 5) for her help on 
the night. I enjoyed meeting 
and talking with many of the 
Waverley College parents 
(current and past), their 
friends and College staff and  
I look forward to seeing you 
at future events.

Becoming a Part of a Great Community
As the new Development Manager at Waverley 
College, I have found this to be an incredibly  
vibrant and connected community of students, 
parents, staff and old boys who are passionate 
about the School.

Everyone has been very welcoming and I’ve  
had some opportunities to engage with every  
facet of the College Community:

NewsFrom the Development Office

>> The May Procession, an important event to 
celebrate the history of the College was a 
wonderful introduction to Waverley. I was 
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President’s Report
At the 2015 AGM, approval was gained to 
establish a Foundation to underpin the OBU and 
its objectives into the future. Initial discussions 
have commenced with relevant stakeholders 
and we are getting advice around issues such as 
framework and governance. Notwithstanding 
the enduring nature of a Foundation, we have 
already formulated shorter term plans via our 
sub committees (Strategy, Finance, Events and 
Communications) to improve engagement with 
the College community and members.  

The $50,000 committed by the OBU to 
the College Capital Appeal was presented 
to the Head of College, Mr Ray Paxton, at 
a function in November 2015. It is exciting 
to see the completion of substantial works 
that will benefit the current student cohort 
and generations to come. In particular, the 
refurbished Carrington Road entrance provides 
a magnificent façade to the College precinct 
and the OBU is delighted to support the 
restoration of the historical scrolls at these 
gates, originally gifted in 1922 from the old 
boys in honour of the contribution of  
Br Conlon to the establishment of the College. 
As part of the Capital Works it is fitting to 
maintain this legacy on behalf of all Old Boys.

Together with the College we instituted an 
annual Old Boys’ event for the last winter sports 
home game on Saturday 13 August 2016. 
Those Old Boys having their 10 and 25 year 

reunions (Classes of 2006 and 1991 this year) 
were invited to a function in the Queens Park 
Pavilion before the start of the First XV rugby 
match scheduled for 3.00pm. After the  
fixtures, Old Boys were invited to join us at  
the Charing Cross Hotel for a post-match 
gathering.  

Col Blake and I have been meeting with 
representatives from other CAS Schools to 
discuss the important issue of men’s health and 
specifically mental health. We have engaged 
the Black Dog Institute and will be looking at 
ways in which we can collectively support this 
important issue through education and access 
to support.

I attended the Parents & Friends Cocktail 
Party in February and it was wonderful to see 
so many Old Boys there as parents of current 
students. The Chair of the College Board 
and Old Boy Sam Hardjono, in his address to 
attendees asked any Old Boys to raise their 
hands. It was impressive to see a substantial 
number respond. As always, it was a fantastic 
night and Ivan Curotta (Class of 1947) and 
Dick Jackson (Class of 1948) joined me as 
representatives of the OBU to support the 
P&F at this important function. As a result, 
in meeting Ivan and Dick, many of the new 
parents were able to appreciate the ‘old’ and 
the new of Waverley College.
Michael Jaeger President

WAVERLEY COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ UNION
OFFICE HOLDERS 2016/17
Patron	 Mr Ray Paxton
President	 Mr Michael Jaeger 1991
Vice President	 Mr Col Blake 1962
Secretary	 Mr Chris O’Sullivan 1965/66
Treasurer	 Mr Peter Foley 1986
Chaplain	 Fr Martin Milani OFM

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Bob Bell 1970	 Warren Boyd 1961
Tony Coates 1970	 Ivan Curotta 1948
Michael Dignam 1954 	 Andrew Elliot 1981 
Terry Farley 1983	 Brian Foster 1954
John Hilton 1965	 Richard Jackson 1948
John Karas 1969	 Alex Pappas 2003
Brandon Perry 2002	 Salvatore Riolo 2003 
Anthony Sciberras 1976	 Bruce Whittet 1960

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr Chris O’Sullivan Secretary
Waverley College Old Boys’ Union
c/- Waverley College	
131 Birrell Street, Waverley NSW 2024
M	 0418 469 871
E	 chriswave66@outlook.com
W	 www.wcobu.com.au

Peter Frost 50 Years of Cadet Unit
On behalf of the Waverley College Old Boys’ Union 
and all the council members I would like to extend 
hearty congratulations to Peter Frost on his continued 
commitment to Waverley College and in particular 
the Waverley College Cadet Unit. At this year’s 
WCCU Reveille Dinner at the Stamford Hotel Sydney 
Airport on 13 February, it was wonderful to witness 
the Head of College, Ray Paxton’s tribute to Peter 
and to see him presented with an engraved plaque, 
marking 50 years involvement with the Cadet Unit. 
The long standing ovation Peter received from all 
present, said it all – and in particular how much Peter 
is appreciated.

Top, Treasurer Peter Foley and Honorary 
Auditor Laurie Bond and above President 
Michael Jaeger presents Ray Paxton with a 
cheque for $50,000 for the Capital Appeal.
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PRESIDENT MICHAEL JAEGER CLASS OF 1991
Michael Jaeger has been a member of the  
OBU Committee since 1996 and has held various 
Executive positions during that time. As a  
student, Michael enjoyed participating in the  
many opportunities provided at Waverley and in  
his final year was a Prefect, Aungier House  
Captain, a member of the CAS swimming team,  
a CIS representative water polo player, hooker for 
the First XV and first speaker for the 1st Debating 
Team. 

At his Graduation, Michael was recognised with 
the Waverley Municipal Council Award for General Proficiency. 

After receiving a Bachelor of Business from UTS in 1996, Michael 
commenced a career in financial services and has worked for a variety of 
financial institutions. Michael now works for AMP in Sales and Customer 
Solutions and will complete his Master of Applied Finance from Macquarie 
University in 2016.

In December 2000, Michael and his wife Justine were married in a 
full nuptial mass celebrated in the College Chapel by Father Milani. They 
have three sons – Thomas (Year 8) and Charles (Year 6) who are current 
students at Waverley College and Harry (Year 1, St Charles’) who has already 
attended Waterford Preschool.

Outside of work and Waverley, Michael is a long service member of 
Bondi Surf Club and coaches for the St Charles’ Junior Rugby League  
Football Club.

VICE PRESIDENT COL BLAKE CLASS OF 1962
On leaving the College, Col Blake became a Survey 
Draftsman with Sydney Water, and later a graphic 
designer forming his own graphic design business. 

His involvement with the College started again 
in 1987 when his oldest son Simon started in Year 7, 
followed by Kieran in 1988. Col became a member 
of the P&F and was President for three years.

He was a Waverley College Board member for  
15 years and was chair of the Development 
Committee during the building of the Br Bob 
Wallace Performing Arts Centre that opened in 

2003. Col is the College council member on the CAS (Associated Schools of 
NSW) Committee and has been for a period of 22 years.

He has been a member of the OBU since 1988, holding the position of 
President for three years and Vice President for about 15 years. 

He now has a grandson, Marcus attending Waterford Pre School for the 
past two years.

Col also had two daughters at St Clare’s College and was a member of 
the St Clare’s College Board for 10 years, during major renovations at the 
College.

During his time on the Waverley College OBU, he also served on the 
Charingfield Retirement Village Board where he acted as the contact with 
Charingfield and Waverley College.

SECRETARY CHRIS O’SULLIVAN CLASS OF 1965/66
Chris O’Sullivan commenced at Waverley in  
1st Year White in 1961 and completed the Leaving 
Certificate in 1965, which he repeated, together 
with some 40 other classmates, in 1966.

Chris joined the Postmaster General’s 
Department in 1967, and his 40 year career 
included Manager Human Resources NSW/
ACT, National Manager Personnel Services and 
finally Manager Business Operations NSW upon 
retirement in 2006.

Chris is a JP, and in 1990 was awarded the 
National Australia Day Council Award Medal for community service.

Chris was active in the P&F Association for 14 years from 1985 and has 
been Secretary of the Old Boys’ Union since 2004.

Chris married Patricia in the College Chapel in 1972 and has four sons, all 
old boys: Phillip (1992), Paul (1993), Christopher (1996) and Stephen (2001) 
and two grandchildren. 

The O’Sullivan family history with the College goes back to the early 
1920’s when Chris’ grandfather Eugene was a voluntary teacher who was 
instrumental in helping secure and clear the Queens Park playing fields.  
In 1926, Eugene opened O’Sullivan’s Garage & Service Station, which  
was run until a few years ago by his father, Phil O’ Sullivan OAM (Class of 
1938). The Garage is now in its 90th year and is run by Chris’s eldest son 
Phillip. The garage serviced the old college buses and still cares for the 
vehicles of college teachers, the remaining brothers at Charingfield and 
Waverley Parish.

TREASURER PETER FOLEY CLASS OF 1986
Peter Foley has been a member of the OBU 
Committee since 1988 and has previously held the 
positions of Council Member, Treasurer and 
President at various times over that period. 

With previous generations of family attending 
Waverley College, Peter first attended the College 
in 1979 at the junior school and graduated Year 12 
in 1986. Peter enjoyed participating in all aspects of 
college life, has many fond memories of his days in 
Cadets and formed many life-long friendships that 
continue today. 

After graduating from UNSW in 1990 with a Bachelor of Commerce, 
Peter commenced a career in Finance working at several professional 
services companies, Eastman Kodak, Salmat and now with The Star 
Entertainment Group leading its Performance Improvement function. Peter 
enjoys continuing education and has several post graduate qualifications 
which he sees as contributing to a rewarding career. 

Peter was married to Michelle at Mary Immaculate Church Waverley in 
1997 by his uncle, Fr Paul Foley who like his father is also an Old Boy of the 
College. Peter and Michelle have two sons – Hunter (Year 10) and Lachlan 
(Year 8) who are current students at Waverley College and were also 
educated locally at Waterford Preschool and St Charles’ Waverley.

Outside of work, Peter enjoys camping with his family, walking the family 
dog (Axel), travel and swimming (particularly at Bronte Beach). 

OBU Executive Profiles

OBU Council sets up 
Sub-committees

To provide better focus for the OBU in its role with the College, and 
to set its own strategic and financial planning activities, the OBU 
has formed four sub-committees. These operate within the Council 
and each one has an individual coordinator and a small team. The 
committees are: Strategic, Finance, Communications and Functions.
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Retirement from the Old Boys Council
PHIL O’SULLIVAN CLASS 1938
Phil served on the council for many decades in both official and in 
general support capacities, including the position of Vice President. His 
initial involvement commenced back in 1946, just after the war, when 
he embarked on numerous fund raising activities, selling raffle tickets, 
organising dances at the then very popular local venue, St Charles’ Hall 
and running Melbourne Cup Sweeps. Phil’s overall contribution in some 
70 years of involvement is greatly appreciated by the OBU.

Phil was acknowledged by a presentation by President Michael Jaeger 
at the 2016 AGM. It was in the form of a glass framed OBU Shield, on 
one side a photo of Phil in his college uniform back in 1938, and on the 
other, a photo with current Governor General and himself an Old Boy, 
Sir Peter Cosgrove. Vice President Col Blake who arranged the shield also 
said it was an honour to support Michael Jaeger’s comments in respect 
of Phil. Phil responded saying it was always a pleasure to serve and 
wished the OBU all the best for the future.

The OBU also thanks Vice President Col Blake, for his arranging of 
such an appropriate gift for Phil.
Michael Jaeger President

Left to Right President, Michael Jaeger, Phil O’Sullivan,  
Vice President, Col Blake and Secretary, Chris O’Sullivan 

Australia Day Honours
Dr Michael Tierney OAM (Class of 1963) was 
awarded a 2016 Order of Australia for his service 
to rugby league and to dairy and beef cattle 
production.

Mick, as he is better known to his friends 
served as a livestock geneticist with the 
Queensland Department of Primary Industries 
from 1972 to 2002, during which time he was 
involved in research in the development of 
breeding programs for beef cattle, dairy cattle, 
sheep poultry and pigs.

He has been Federal Secretary of The Australian Society of Animal 
Production, a member of The Association for the Advancement of 
Animal Breeding and Genetics and an Honorary Steward for the Dairy 
and Beef Cattle Selections for the Royal Queensland Show since 1986.

Mick is also a passionate rugby league supporter and volunteer, 
reflected in a long record of service to the sport including chairman 
of the Brisbane Second Division Local League from 2000–2014, 
inaugural secretary from 1979–1999 and life member. He was also  
a member of the Queensland Rugby League Board of Directors from 
2003 to 2006.

Legal Award
Congratulations to Sydney paralegal Lloyd 
Wood (Class of 2010) who received the 
inaugural student prize by the City of Sydney Law 
Society on 19 October 2015. Awarded to a final 
year student from University of Technology 
Sydney and nominated by the Dean of UTS Law, 
this prize is in recognition of someone with 
sound academic achievements together with 
community work and who shows the promise of 
becoming a well-grounded lawyer. Currently a 
Paralegal (Banking + Infrastructure) at Gilbert + 

Tobin, Lloyd is Past President of the UTS Law Students’ Society.

Old Boys at Barbarian Luncheon

Waverley Old Boys were well represented at the at the most recent 
Australian Barbarians Rugby Luncheon at the end of February at Doltone 
House, Sydney. Adam Freier (Class of 1997) was the MC; Morgan Turinui 
(Class of 2000) is a past Barbarian and Col Blake (Class of 1962) and 
Andrew Elliot (Class of 1981) were representing the Australian Schools 
Rugby Union. 

From left to right: Geoff Cartwright, John Wakim, Andrew Elliot,  
Peter Donnan, Adam Freier, Morgan Turinui, Col Blake

OBU News

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
SEE PAGE 26

DO YOU HAVE A REUNION  
PLANNED FOR 2016 OR 2017?  

Please let us know the details of any reunion you 
may be planning in 2016 or 2017 so that it can be 

publicised through the OBU website,  
wcobu.com.au. 

You can also email Alumni Liaison Officer,  
Robyn Moore, on ramoore@waverley.nsw.edu.au  

for assistance with providing class lists and 
contacting members of your year group.

Don’t forget that every five-year anniversary the  
Old Boys’ Union will contribute $400 towards 
expenses for your year group to get together.
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Lifesaving Visit
Last October I had the honour of 
introducing Surf Lifesaving to Rote 
Island in West Timor, an island I had 
visited in my early twenties in 
pursuit of new surf breaks. The 
Year 10 students I taught were 
most attentive and I was impressed 
with their devotion to Christianity. 
The School Principal and local 
Governor wish me to continue this 
work on my return next October.
James Small Class of 1968

A Life Abroad
BRIAN PETER FLANNERY CLASS OF 1937

Kim and Mark Flannery, sons of Brian Flannery 
(Class of 1937), contacted the school from England 
late last year with an update on their late father’s life 
in Australia and the UK:
Brian Peter Flannery was born on 5th May 1919 
and lived in Clovelly, Sydney. He attended Waverley 
College from 1932–1937, was a Prefect and 
graduated with honours in Mathematics, Physics 
& Chemistry. The 1937 Waverley College Annual 
notes: “ The Dux of the College for the year is Brian 
Flannery.  Brian carries with him the best wishes 

of his contemporaries for success in the Science Course which he intends 
to pursue at the University”. He entered the University of Sydney to study 
medicine, qualifying after training at St Vincent’s Hospital with M.B. B.S. 
[Sydney] in 1943. As his desire was to pursue a career in surgery he came to 
the UK to obtain his surgical qualification, passing his F.R.C.S. [London] in 
1949. Meeting our English mother and marrying resulted in him staying in 
England although he always kept his Australian passport. He worked as a 
Consultant General Surgeon for many years in South East London. He was 
passionate about medicine and much loved and admired by those he treated 
and worked with. My father clearly understood the importance and benefit 
of the excellent education he received, sending both of us to King’s College 
School, Wimbledon from where we both went on to study medicine.

A Writer in the Family
Robert Perkin’s (Class of 1962) son, Chris Perkins (an old 
boy of St Edmund’s in Canberra) has published two books 
created for primary school children – “The Adventures 
of Loren and Lightning” and “Loren’s Next Adventure”. 
The novels appeal to young children and involve action, 
battles, a princess, a prince, kings and queens and many 
meals – you cannot do anything on an empty stomach! 
His characters were drawn by school students. Chris is one of Robert’s four 
adult children (three of whom have disabilities) and is a carer for his oldest 
brother. If Old Boys or their families would like to purchase a book, Chris will 
provide signed copies at a special ‘Wavelength’ rate of $20 each including 
postage (payment by cheque or direct deposit) by emailing perkins.family@
aapt.net.au. Readers who wish to use credit cards can obtain unsigned 
copies of both books from the Poseidon Books website in Australia.

Apprentice & Manager Catch Up in 2015 
It took some 44 years, but it was a great 
reunion between Phil O’Sullivan (Class 1938) 
and Clement Tong (Class 1965/66) at the 
2015 “Back To Waverley Day”.

As it was always Clement’s intention for 
him to return to the family’s plantations in New 
Guinea, he needed to get mechanical training 
and experience which was required to operate 
and maintain the plantation machinery. 

On that basis the then College Careers 
Master, Mr Rooney, contacted Phil to see if he 

would apprentice Clement. Accordingly Clement was taken on board at 
O’Sullivan’s Garage in 1967, and spent the next four years there learning 
the ropes. On completion of his apprenticeship, Clement returned to 
Papua New Guinea, New Ireland Province to manage Tabar Island Group 
Plantations – Sigarigari, Teripax and Tongtonglabu (on big Tabar Island). 

Clement is still very much involved in the running of the plantations 
however the main part of the family business includes a wholesale and retail 
supermarket, which sells liquor, white goods and appliances similar to a 
one-stop shop. 

Following the Back to Waverley Day, Clement revisited his former work 
place at O’Sullivan’s Garage, where he and Phil reminisced about old times. 
This was followed by a lunch at the Duke of Gloucester Hotel, when Phil and 
Clement were joined by Phil’s wife Joan and Clement’s 1966 classmate Chris.

 

Old Boy Connections! 
The Australian of the Year 2016, Lt Gen David 
Morrison AO (RET) is the son of a Waverley College 
Old Boy: the late MAJ GEN Alan ‘Alby’ Morrison AO, 
DSO, MBE (Class of 1944) – a very famous Army 
Officer and one time Commanding Officer of the 
then LT Peter Cosgrove (another Old Boy, Class of 
1964) during the Vietnam War. LT GEN Morrison 
was also on the then MAJ GEN Cosgrove’s HQ staff 
during the operations in East Timor.

Former Army chief David Morrison said he was 
“almost at a loss for words” after he was named the 

2016 Australian of the Year for his commitment to gender equality, diversity 
and inclusion. The Lieutenant General, who retired last year after 36 years in 
the Army, was presented the award by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull at 
Parliament House on 25 January.
Anthony Evans Class of 1980

Old Boy Contributions

Schoolies for Schools Support
The OBU was proud to support Class of 2015 Graduates, Adam 
Hegedus and Alexi Piovano by donating to their fundraising walk 
from Bondi to Byron Bay in late November 2015. The OBU Executive 
attended their send-off at the Senior Campus to present them with 
a cheque for $500 towards building and supporting schools in 
Timor-Leste.
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ANZAC Memorial Plans to be Completed
A $40 million redevelopment at the Anzac 
Memorial in Hyde Park will complete the original 
vision for the Memorial at the southern end of 
Hyde Park designed by one of Waverley’s most 
renowned graduates.

The 15m x 60m water feature, flowing south 
above the underground learning centre, was 
part of architect Bruce Dellit’s (Class of 1914) 
original plans drawn in 1929 but was scrapped 
due to government austerity as a result of the 
Great Depression. A new project to complete 

the Anzac Memorial at Hyde Park was announced in July 2015 by NSW 
Premier Mike Baird and Minister for Veterans Affairs David Elliott.

Unveiling the plans prior to a ceremony at the memorial marking 
the 99th anniversary of the Battle of Fromelles, where more than 
5500 Australians died, the NSW Premier, Mr Bruce Baird said the state 
government would contribute $20.3 million to the project and the 
Commonwealth $19.6 million.

“This project will complete the original 1930s vision for the Memorial 
and will be the legacy of our Centenary of Anzac commemorations,”  
Mr Baird said.

“These plans stay true to the original vision which included a second 
water feature that was never completed due to the Great Depression,” 
Mr Elliott said.

“The Anzac Memorial is NSW’s preeminent war memorial, 
and is listed as a Military Memorial of National Significance. The 
Commonwealth is delighted to see the original Memorial plans brought 
to life for the new century,” Senator Michael Ronaldson said of the 
announcement.

A CAREER HIGHLIGHT
Dellit was at the peak of his career when the competition for the  
design of the Anzac Memorial was announced in July 1929. From the 
117 designs that were received by the Trustees of the Memorial, models 
of the top seven were exhibited at the Blaxland Galleries in Farmer’s 
Department Store on George St, where Myer Sydney now stands. On 8 
July 1930, the winning prize of £250 was awarded to Sydney architect 
Charles Bruce Dellit by the Governor of NSW, Sir Phillip Game.

In 1934 Bruce Dellit wrote that “the ANZAC Memorial design is 
intended to express with dignity and simplicity neither the glory nor the 
glamour of war but these nobler attributes of human nature which the 
great tragedy of nations so vividly brought forth – courage, endurance 
and sacrifice.”*

A PIONEER OF ART DECO
Charles Bruce Dellit was born in Sydney and attended CBC Waverley.  
He was trained in architecture at the Sydney Technical College under 
Byera Hadley and then at Sydney University under Professor Wilkinson.

One of his earliest jobs was acting in the capacity of Chief Draftsman 
on the design of the Brisbane Town Hall.

On his return to Sydney, he entered into partnership with the 
established firm of Spain & Cosh with whom he designed the building 
of Marcus Clark & Co Ltd, Scottish House and the Evening News 
Building in Sydney and Dalgety’s in Newcastle.

In 1929, he commenced private practice, designing Australia House, 
Kyle House, the Australia Hotel Ballroom and Dining Room, Sydney’s 
Liberty Theatre, the Kinsella Chapels in Darlinghurst, Messrs Howes 
& Howes store and the ANZAC Memorial in Hyde Park. Delfin House, 
O’Connell Street was his last major work prior to his premature death  
in 1942.

Breaking from his conservative architectural education, Dellit is 
recognised as a pioneer of the Art Deco style in Australia. He looked 
for inspiration to American skyscrapers and to new technology and 
innovative use of materials. Built of Bathurst granite, with a striking, 
‘stepped’ silhouette, the ANZAC Memorial in Hyde Park has been 
claimed as Australia’s finest example of monumental Art Deco 
architecture. 

Dellit remains to this day one of the College’s most distinguished 
alumnus.
*C. Bruce Dellit Quote supplied by Reveille Nov/Dec 1986.
Photos Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales
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2016 Reunions

BLUE & GOLD VISIT THE RED & GREENS
Fifteen members of the Class of 1968 spent 5 days in April tasting 
the reds of Rutherglen and mastering the greens of the Murray 
River golf courses. This was the fourth tour of the Murray by 
golfers and non-golfers of the ‘68 class, the first being an all 
boarders reunion in 2007 after which the tours were opened to 
“daybugs”. The wine was as smooth as the golf swings and the 
stories of school days seem to improve with age.
John McKeon

Back row left to right: Rod Watt, Greg Davidson,  
Peter Bourke, John McKeon, Jim Ball, Jack Starr, Paul Bowker.  
Front row: Terry Bunn, Alan Eastwood,  
David Somerfield, Phil McDonald, Gerard Smith,  
Ken Jones, Terry Sullivan.  Absent: Peter Whelan

HEY! BE A LITTLE WARY
I attended the 40th reunion of the class of ’68 a few years ago. It was my 
first reunion and many of the faces were so unfamiliar. I felt embarrassed 
because I failed to recognise so many. I’m sure they must have thought the 
reason I didn’t approach them was because I was not interested or due 
to some type of arrogance on my part. The real reason was I sometimes 
didn’t know who they were. My apologies to all. All of us had changed with 
the passing of years. I felt somewhat uncomfortable during the festivities, 
however, I did speak to those I recognised, including Ian Banks, Ken Kite, 
Tony Bowes, Ken Jones, Fred Tucker, Adrian Emery and Jim Ball. All had 
changed little from way back then. As the evening broke up we said we 
would try to keep in touch and, as Tony Bowes said, “get on the email”. 
How prophetic that was.

I have, in the past few months, received a large number of emails from 
members of the class of ’68. Each greeting me with a hearty “Hey!” 
and containing a link to a strange website whose name did not suggest 
its purpose. These websites were traps for the unwary. As soon as the 
webpage opens, a number of malware scripts run, send you a very small file 
and infect your computer with a Trojan or Virus. The malware reads your 
email address book and sends an email to each one of them with the same 
“Hey” message and link attempting to trap more visitors – with no mention 
of your name anywhere in the email. It’s always great to get an email from a 
friend rather than the usual, unstoppable spam. In this case the emails were 
mini time-bombs that hit and infect many targets.

I suppose it’s one way of keeping in touch “on the email” with my fellow 
‘68ers however I would prefer friendlier messages. I used to start my emails 
with a “hey”. No longer! It has become a harbinger of bad things to come.
Good luck and God Bless to all the ‘68ers. You were a class of your own.
Joseph Barakat Class of 1968

FLYING VISIT
Charlie Cook (Class of 1953) recently 
visited Sydney on a business trip from 
his home in California. Charlie’s company 
is a specialist food tech advisory and 
on this occasion he met with Subway 
suppliers to discuss health and regulatory 
requirements. He asked to be remembered 
to his classmates and to let Fred Miniter 
know he will fly over to attend the next 
class reunion if he gets notice.
Stephen J Parry  Class of 1954

CLASS OF 1960/61 55 YEAR REUNION
The Classes of 1960/61 will hold a reunion later this year. To register your 
interest, please email Warren Boyd at wazandlou@icloud.com

 
CLASS OF 1966 50 YEAR REUNION  
(REPEAT LEAVING CERTIFICATE)
Work is underway on this reunion, details to be advised. More information: 
Chris O’Sullivan chriswave66@outlook.com.

 
CLASS OF 1967 50 YEAR REUNION
A reunion committee met in February to commence organising this event.
To be included in communications for this function, please forward your 
current contact details to John Fogarty at johnfogarty@y7mail.com
Further details in the next edition of Wavelength. All ideas and 
contributions will be gratefully received.

 
CLASS OF 1976 40 YEAR REUNION
The Class of 1976 is holding its 40 year reunion at the Harbour Terrace 
Room, Level 3, Easts Leagues Club on Saturday 22 October 2016 staring  
at 6.00pm.

The $65 cost includes buffet dinner (please note the dinner will be 
served at 7.00pm) and you can purchase your own drinks at club prices.

To register and pay by Visa and Mastercard for this event, please visit the 
OBU website www.wcobu.com.au

Need further information – contact Richard Campbell on  
richard@alchemy.net.au or Don Coleman on domo888@optus.com.au

CLASS OF 1959  
55 YEAR 
REUNION 
The Class of 1959 
met on 4 December 
2015 at the Emperor 
Gardens Restaurant 
in Chinatown, 
Sydney.
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CLASS OF 1965–1966 50 YEAR REUNION
Saturday 31 October 2015, Tattersalls Club, Elizabeth St City
The reunion was a wonderful event with 
63 attendees including classmates who 
travelled from all over NSW as well as 
from Papua New Guinea, Queensland 
and Victoria.

The evening commenced around 
6pm with classmates slowly making their 
way from the lift in the historic Tattersalls 
Club to the desk where all the attendees’ 
name tags were laid out. The tags had 
been generously created and printed by 
John Ardino. Very soon the room was 
a complete buzz of conversation and 
laughter as classmates recognised each 
other and started recalling their school 
days and what they had been doing 
since. Some had to look at the name 
tag to be sure who they were talking to, 
however Russell Byrne still looks the same 
as his 1966 class photo. John Hilton was 
the MC for the night and called everyone 
to order with the ringing of the authentic 
Waverley College Boarders’ Bell.

We all enjoyed our meal washed 
down with liquid refreshment. There 
were many speeches and many stories 
told.

Head of College, Ray Paxton gave an 
address on the progress of the College 
and the PJR “Percy” Watson Teaching 
Excellence Fund which is a legacy project 
of this Reunion Class. Percy was ill and 
unable to attend but delighted and 
honoured by the gesture.

Classmates enjoyed the idea put 
forward by Chris Morgan and Peter 
McLean’s splendid effort in having 
available on the night classmates’ 
snapshots of their lives since leaving 
school. This was a lot of work but deeply 
appreciated by all.

As additional mementos, John Hilton 

sourced and had suitably engraved 
wine glasses along with John Ardino’s 
Songbook added to a take-home 
Waverley bag provided by the College.

Steve Bartrop gave a few comments 
on some high profile ex-classmates with 
which he had rubbed shoulders.

David Rohr hosted a 1965/66 Trivia 
Quiz which came down to a Golden 
Question to decide the winner, correctly 
answered by John Woods (how many 
platoons were there in 1965).

Joe Skrzynski interviewed Charlie 
Waterstreet and at the same time Charlie 
Waterstreet interviewed Joe Skrzynski 
on life inside and outside the legal world. 
The “jury” is still out on what can be 
released from this conversation.

Wal Jarvis was presented with an 
award for his achievement of being 
College Captain in successive years 
1965/66, a feat which has only been 
previously achieved at the College in 
1908/09, 1913/14, 1943/44, 1953/54 
and not achieved since.

John Ardino playing superbly on the 
piano including that well known tune 
Faith Of Our Fathers.

Malcolm Dickson talked on his years 
at the College and what he had done 
since leaving Waverley.

There was a great vibe all evening and 
the ongoing renewal of friendships.

The Committee wishes to 
acknowledge the dedication of Robyn 
Moore and her invaluable assistance in 
providing information on classmates 
which contributed to the Reunion being 
such a great success.
John Ardino, Tony Firth, John Hilton, 
Wal Jarvis, Peter McLean, David Rohr, 
Arthur Spithill.

PICTURED TOP 
Back Row: John Stubbs, Wal Jarvis, Dennis Sullivan, Arthur Spithill, John Hutchin, 
Perry Fry, John Alexander, Bill Hall, Chris Morgan, Arthur Webster, Dave Stewart.  
2nd Back: Peter Coyle, John Dowling, Bob Trudgeon, Michael Craven, Frank 
Crimmins, Peter Stubbs, Warwick Crumblin, Keith Spackman, Steve Bartrop,  
Peter Mulhall, Joe Skrzynski, Charles Waterstreet, Sam Lackey, Peter McLean.  
3rd Back: Robert Walker, John Hitchen, , Phil Roux, David Rohr, Brian Curtin,  
John Woods, Paul Williams, Tony McCarthy, Doug Copp, Michael Dunn, John Gillooly, 
Martin Hastings.  
4th Back Short Row: Michael Bulgin, Jim Brooking, John Ardino, Andrew Chen,  
John Hilton, Chris Maron, Peter King.  
Front Row: Gillan Darby, Paul O’Brien, Russell Byrne, Kim Messenger, Bill Anderson, 
John Burke, Mal Dickson (teacher), Paul de Launay, Clement Tong, Richard Cheong, 
Geoff Colbourn, Tony Firth.

Russell Byrne, Keith Spackman, Michael Bulgin,  
Peter Coyle.

 Joe and Charlie in fine form.

Clement Tong, John Burke, John Ardino, Geoff Colbourn, 
Richard Cheong.

Frank Crimmins and Peter McLean in deep discussion.
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Old Boys Make their Mark in Super Rugby Opener
The First Round of Super Rugby at Allianz Stadium saw the Queensland Reds play the New 
South Wales Waratahs. It also saw two former Waverley College students go head to head.

Jed Holloway (NSW) and Sam Talakai (QLD) both played First XV for Waverley College 
under teacher/coaches Mr Paul Cornish and Mr Matt Barr. Matt Barr’s coaching of Jed 
Holloway continues as he also is Head Coach at Southern Districts where Jed plays his  
club football in Sydney.

“Wherever I get to play rugby I am pretty stoked,” Holloway said. “But I’ll be honest 
playing at Allianz Stadium in front of 25,000 people – it is pretty intense. Running out onto 
the field you want to be as serious as you can, but I just couldn’t help myself but smile.”

The Waverley old boy and Waratahs number eight had two clean line breaks from five 
carries and racked up an impressive 65 metres with the ball in hand, winning the Man of the 
Match award. Holloway was subsequently named in the number eight jersey again for the 
match against the ACT Brumbies relegating Wallabies’ Wyclef Palu to the interchange bench.

“I am just trying to go out each week play my hardest and give the respect to that jersey,” 
he said.
Pat Brennan Head of Co-curriculum

Jed Holloway in action against the Reds

Old Boy Sport

    The 2016 Rugby Season From the The Rugby Snout 
The 2016 schoolboys season 
has well and truly finished 
with another CAS Premiership 

Trophy in the cabinet. 
Earlier in the year, the 3rd 

round of Super rugby was played with Waverley College old boys 
represented widely.

The Waratahs had Jed Holloway securing a starting position at 
Number 8. Jed was in great early season form winning player of the 
match against the Queensland Reds in the season opener. Whilst on 
the Reds, Sam Talakai continued to represent them whilst continuing 
his progression as a ball playing front rower. Jed was able to get first 
crack at the bragging rights with the Waratahs securing a solid win 
over the hapless Queensland Reds side.

Tom English was back on the wing for the Melbourne Rebels and 
will be looking to regain his status as a budding international player 
whilst pushing for inclusion in the Wallabies squad.

The Shute Shield has come and gone with a number of notable 
performances for Waverley old boys. This will continue with the next 
generation of Waverley old boy entering the club competition.

Going through the club sides, the Easts squad has Ben 
Rutherford as the 1st Grade forwards coach with Will Patterson 
likely to be prominent in higher grades. Jake Turnbull continues 
to develop as a front rower with Lindsay Stephens, Kurt Spur 
and Nathan Steyn having a run in the lower grades with Cooper 
Murphy, Charlie Bodkin, James and Nick Parrelli amongst those 
in the Colts sides.

Down at Coogee, it would be remiss not to mention World 
Cup winning coach Bob Dwyer’s continued involvement with the 
Randwick Club as its club president – such involvement must be 
approaching circa 60 years (Bob will tell you he started when he was 
5) which is a remarkable achievement. Former Wallaby Morgan 
Turinui has moved to the Rebels in an assistant role. Jack Johnson 

and Will Munro will be striving for 1st grade spots with Tom Wallace 
also staking his claim. Matt Koutsoukis has graduated into grade 
from a successful colts career and will be keen to take that form with 
him. Adam Freier is going around again and is keen to share the 
experience of a glittering career with his much younger cohorts. In the 
Randwick Colts ranks Justin Cooper has impressed keen judges with 
Dion Narayan, Bayley Tangiora and Guy Beynon all turning out 
for the Galloping Greens. 

Sydney University also have a sprinkling of Waverlians with Byron 
Hodge set for a big year along with Chris Talakai and Sam English 
all of whom will be pushing for 1st grade spots. The Southern Districts 
Rebels will again be coached by Year 12 Head of Year Mr Matt Barr 
who continues to attract accolades for his coaching expertise. The 
Rebels have Jed Holloway in their ranks however are unlikely to see 
much of him due to his success with the Waratahs.

 A sweep around the globe will reveal some Waverley old boys 
playing in the some out of the way locations. Max Muddle is living 
in Genova Italy and turning out for the Zena Wasps and is no doubt 
living the dream! James Helliwell is reportedly playing well for 
the Hensley Hawks and enjoying the 
lifestyle in the “Old Dart”. Jesse Harris 
is having a crack in the North of England 
for Driffield R.C Woldsmen with Dan 
Fleming playing closer to home in Hong 
Kong for the Kowloon Sabres.

The best of luck to all current 
Waverley teams in their respective  
comps for 2017.

Former Wallaby Morgan Turinui will be 
an assistant to Melbourne Rebels coach 
Tony McGahan for the next two years.

The Rugby Snout would love to learn about rugby playing old boys – kindly email any information to therugbysnout@gmail.com
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World Endurance Mountain 
Biking Masters Champion

Peter Selkrig (Class of 1980) 
won the 50–54 age category  
of the World Endurance 
Mountain Bike Organisation 
(WEMBO) 24-hour solo world 
championship in Rotorua, New 
Zealand in February 20–21. The 
event involves riders racing for 
24 hours straight to complete as 
many laps of a course as they 
can. The son of former jockey 

Ray Selkrig is a former junior world championship 
representative who returned to riding after a 25-year 
break. Selkrig also won the veterans category of the 
Mongolia Bike Challenge in August 2015, a seven-day 
stage race that is only open to professionals and 
high-level amateurs. After that he competed in the 
Masters World Championships in Denmark and later 
won the Transcumbres event in Argentina, where he 
finished first in the masters 50-plus category. Legend.

Audrey Coupe 
Retires from ASRU
Junior School Secretary, Audrey Coupe recently 
stood down from many years working for the 
Australian Schools Rugby Union. Here is the 
tribute to her in the recent Australian Schools 
Rugby Union Newsletter:

“Anybody who has attended an ASRU 
event has no doubt met Audrey Coupe. She 
has acted as the primary contact for fundraising 
events, championships, Test dinners, Committee 
meetings and just about any other activity of 
the Union. Her Irish charm ensuring we all did 
as we were told and everything ran smoothly. 
Her energy and organisation will be greatly 
missed. At the ASRU AGM in March Audrey was 
farewelled and presented with the Merv and 
Iris Allan Award 2016, for Services to Schools 
Rugby.” Audrey what a wonderful contribution 
you have made to a sport Waverley celebrates 
and many of us here love.

Thank you for your care and support of many 
generations of future rugby stars and those who 
just went on to continue to love the game. Your 
contribution is noted by us all and we thank 
you and congratulate you for your efforts and 
involvement in a volunteer role. We honour your 
contribution to the sport.
Greg Harris Assistant Director of Junior School

  Waverley Old Boys Football Club  
  Celebrates 15 Years

This year Waverley Old Boys Football Club, founded by Old Boys Mark 
Ambour (Class of 1995) and Michael Kavourakis (Class of 1996), is 
ringing in its 15 year anniversary with some exciting changes. From 
increased sponsorship, new kits club-wide, to the use of brand new 
synthetic pitches around the Eastern Suburbs, the club has grown immensely since its beginnings in 
2001 and has a number of major developments being planned for the next couple of years. 

Competing within the Eastern Suburbs Football Association, the club sees strong performances 
each year from a number of teams across Premier League, Women’s Championship, All Age Men,  
All Age Women and Over 35s divisions and an ever-growing juniors section. Pre-season activities 
have just kicked off and we’ve had a fantastic intake of both new and returning players this year, 
making the 2016 season one that promises to be one of the club’s strongest yet.

We are always on the lookout for new members, so if you or someone you know might be 
interested in joining WOBFC as a player or coach in either our Seniors or Juniors divisions or getting 
involved in the community as a club sponsor, we’d love to hear from you! 

Head to our website www.waverleyoldboys.com for details about our programs, events, and 
sponsorship opportunities, or feel free to contact us directly at communications@waverleyoldboys.com.
NB. The Waverley Old Boys Football Club is not affiliated with the Waverley Old Boys’ Union.
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Where are they now?

With Heart and Soul 
DR DAVID COLQUHOUN CLASS OF 1970 

Dr David Colquhoun has a heart, and has devoted 
much of his career to protecting yours.

Since graduating from Waverley in 1970 as 
a prefect and winner of the General Proficiency 
Award, he has built a career based on the successful 
combination of private practice and academic 
medicine in the field of cardiology and heart disease.

Dr Colquhoun has spent most of professional life 
in Queensland after studying medicine at UNSW and 
for the last thirty years has been Associate Professor 
of Medicine at the University of Queensland.

The medical research unit he heads is arguably the largest and most 
productive in private practice and its research and clinical trials have changed 
the way cardiology is practised.

The results he and his team have produced have earned him invitations 
to join the College of Physicians, the Scientific Committee of the National 
Institute of Complementary Medicine, the Board of the National Heart 
Foundation (Queensland Branch) as well as being elected Chair of the 
Council of Preventative and Clinical Cardiology of the Cardiac Society of 
Australia and New Zealand.

Throughout his career Dr Colquhoun has also appeared as a medical 
expert and commentator in the national media as an extension of his work 
for the National Heart Foundation.

The strength of his research and trials in the areas of stress, diet, heart 
disease and risk factors has seen him published in esteemed professional 
journals such as the New England Journal, The Lancet and The American 
College of Cardiology. More recently, he was invited to attend the 2020 
Summit for leaders in various fields of medicine.

He continues to be actively involved with the National Heart Foundation 
of Australia in an effort to prevent one of this country’s biggest killers.
Kieran Blake

The Story Teller 
GRANT HYDE CLASS OF 1986 

Grant Hyde rolls with the punches, and he loves a 
good yarn.

The self-confessed ‘loose cannon’ graduated 
from Waverley in 1986 after much success in the 
pool and on the rugby field along with fairly regular 
visits to the Headmaster’s office. His first job was 
as a clerk for his bookmaker father until he was 
graded with the NRL’s Eastern Suburbs Roosters 
(Sydney Roosters) in 1989 as a feisty, but rather small 
second-rower. His professional Rugby League career 
ended in 1992.

Throughout these years he maintained his strong affection for Rugby 
League as a captain/coach to various A grade teams in the South-Sydney 
Competition where he came into contact with many Polynesian team mates. 
It was in 1999 that he discovered his fascination for the Pacific Islands when 
an investment in a hotel in The Kingdom of Tonga required a lengthy stay.

Grant attributes Waverley’s general ‘hard love’ attitude of the time, 
and the strictness of his teachers, to his literary and personal success. He 
particularly recalls his teachers Mr Brian Sheedy, Br Brian Murphy, Mr John 
Murray, Br Sheehan and, even more so, Mr John Roberts.

“I dedicated my first novel Lords of the Pacific to my English teacher, 
(the late) John Roberts. His impact on me and my writing was massive and 
without his encouragement and enthusiasm I may never have even tried to 
write a novel. I still have the first novels I ever wrote in Years 9 and 10. John 
Roberts was my teacher both years.”

Lords of the Pacific won ‘Best New Talent’ at the 2009 Sassy Literary 
Awards and was penned after his stint in Tonga, during which Grant 
developed a strong respect for the local people and their history. 

Lords of the Pacific also announced Grant’s arrival as a writer and led to 
the stand-alone sequel Islands of Gold in 2011, which earned the author 
praise for an ‘accessible and entertaining’ style, often compared to that of 
Wilbur Smith.

Being a Waverlian was not always advantageous for Grant during his 
school days. His private school tie and blazer often attracted unwelcome 
attention from various locals in the south eastern suburbs. When his well-
honed fists were not enough to deter his adversaries, a strong, lanky Koori 
lad named Tim Ella would come to his defence. 

A strong friendship developed between Grant and Tim, the younger 
brother of Glen, Mark and Gary, and this led to the establishment of Kadoo 
Tours in 2014. The company runs cultural, fishing and walking tours in Tim’s 
homeland of La Perouse and provides the two gifted story tellers with the 
opportunity to spin a yarn, this time about the history of this contentious 
patch of Australian soil as well as the Yuin nation, to which Tim belongs.

Grant currently resides in Pagewood with his family and also works 
as a personal trainer. He is writing his third novel, Daniel’s Destiny, to be 
published later this year.
Kieran Blake

On a Runway to Success
DEAN JONES CLASS OF 2004

Dean Jones is your average 28-year-old guy.
After school, he went to Sydney 

University, got a Bachelor of Commerce and 
Honours in Finance.

After university, he became an 
investment banker for Deutsche Bank in the 
corporate finance division.

After a couple of years, he was 
promoted to associate, and was earning a 
handsome salary of around $300,000.

But then, he left it all.
During his time at Deutsche Bank (DB), Jones was working on a side 

project of his own.
In 2012, he and his wife, Audrey Khaing-Jones, founded GlamCorner, an 

online rental service for designer fashion at 10–15% of the retail price of the 
clothing.

“I always gravitated towards the finance field… I liked the idea of 
working with companies to help them navigate their growth strategy and 
strategic development,” he recalls.

“During that time I worked a lot with emerging companies… that’s 
when I realised perhaps my calling was in the venture, startup space.”

In October 2014 he put it all on the line and left the corporate world to 
concentrate on his startup full-time.

“The business was growing to that point where we had a lot of 
momentum and a lot of traction. It was the right time to go out and speak to 
the market, speak to investors to take things up a notch,” he says.

“I had a good thing going at DB, and like any job in that space there 
is great career progression… and you’re leaving a pretty good salary… If 
you’re talking salary and bonus, it was about $300k, which is a lot to walk 
away from.

“People think you’re crazy.
“There you get that paycheck every month, whereas if you move over 

into the startup space that security is gone. You have to be prepared to 
stomach that, especially in the short term.”

Using skills from his time at the bank, Jones says he was able to 
understand more deeply how the business functioned and what was 
needed to get it off the ground.
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“Even though I don’t have a background in fashion or eCommerce, 
having my core experience in finance and investment banking taught me 
how to break down a business into: how does it make money, how does it 
manage its costs and ultimately how does it manage its growth strategy?,” 
Jones says.

“For startups it’s all about unit economics… over time as we built the 
business we kept this in mind. We knew if we did grow it to a point where 
we could go out and raise capital, the building blocks would already be 
there and we could talk to investors in a sophisticated way.”

Jones says when you’ve only got 30 minutes or are confronted by 
an elevator-pitch scenario you have to be able to identify and craft 
opportunities effectively.

“It also taught me what to focus those discussions on and try to 
communicate to investors the scale of the opportunity we have here,”  
he says.

In April 2015, the company secured its first round of seed funding from 
AirTree Ventures, the third Australian business to do so after DesignCrowd 
and Pawshake.

While the amount of funding has not been disclosed, Jones says it will 
be used to develop the business’ in-house technology, increase its inventory 
and build a more scalable logistics platform.

“We’ve got 500 dresses and 30,000 social followers – that’s three times 
our nearest competitors in the space. We want to double that in the next  
12 months,” he says.

AirTree saw the business as an appealing investment, off the back of the 
success of the US-based business Rent the Runway, which offers the same 
service and was recently valued at $600 million.

In a $6 billion market, where women spend $500 million online on 
clothing alone, this local startup could be on to a good thing.
Sarah Kimmorley reproduced by kind permission of Business Insider 
Australia, June 2015

 

Highly Reffind
JAMIE PRIDE CLASS OF 1990

Jamie Pride has over 20 years’ experience in senior 
leadership positions with international technology 
and digital media organisations. He sold his 
technology startup, Velteo, to New York-based 
System Integrator Bluewolf in 2012 and in 2013 he 
co-founded Digital4ge – a leading Australian 
technology foundry. 

Jamie was a Partner at Deloitte, where he led the 
Deloitte Digital practice in Sydney, he led realestate.
com.au and has held senior leadership positions with 
salesforce.com, Red Hat, Veritas and Cisco Systems.

His latest venture is REFFIND – a modern digital mobile platform that 
addresses the need for companies to replace their traditional methods of 
employee engagement with the latest in communication tools. Reffind is 
a mobile-only app built around three main pillars. It’s a job referral app, 
an employee training tool, and a way to keep employees engaged and 
informed through things like employer surveys. It is designed to lighten 
the email load for employees. Reffind’s reasoning is that employees 
today usually have access to, and are even able to do business through, 
a smartphone. Some of them, working in places such as retail stores, 
don’t have the luxury of a work computer. Reffind’s advantage over its 
competition seems to lie in its combined approach, unifying job referrals, 
corporate communication, and corporate training in one neat package.

Reffind had an uncommon development as a startup in that it went for 
an IPO almost a year after it was founded. The company listed on the ASX in 
July 2015, raising A$8 million from issuing 40 million shares at 20c and has 
impressed the market by securing a constant stream of blue-chip customers. 
In January 2016 the company signed a referral relationship agreement with 

ADP, a global provider of Human Capital Management solutions. The new 
agreement included sales referrals, solution integration and inclusion of the 
REFFIND application on the ADP Marketplace. The NASDAQ-listed ADP has 
more than 630,000 clients and 35 million end-users spanning more than 
100 countries. ADP Marketplace is a cloud-based app store designed to help 
employers dynamically manage an ecosystem of enterprise applications 
from ADP and world-class partners. 

“It’s a piece of technology that’s typically marketed to HR teams and 
directors, and they’re an important part of our business, but we built this 
so that employees will love it,” Jamie says. “Our biggest competitor is email 
and outdated forms of communication.”

 

Music, Medicine and Memoirs
DR MIKLOS POHL OAM CLASS OF 1965

Dr Miklos Pohl cherishes 
momentoes and memories.
To this day, the class of 1965 
graduate greatly values his 
Waverley College tie, his Cadet 
Unit Band epaulettes, music, 
medicine and his favourite 
childhood toy.

The tie and epaulettes 
can be found at his home 
in Melbourne, where he is 
a Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeon working with the 
Melbourne Skin and Cancer 
Foundation, The Peter 

MacCallum Centre, Epworth Freemasons Hospital and Epworth Cliveden 
Hospital. If that wasn’t busy enough, he is also a Clinical Senior Lecturer at 
The University of Melbourne.

The Melbourne Skin and Cancer Foundation is a purpose built facility 
with an excellent reputation for melanoma and non-melanoma treatments 
and is the culmination of Dr Pohl’s distinguished medical career, which 
began upon graduation from The University of Sydney.

His medical education continued in Australia, Canada and England and 
led to the FRCS and FRACS in General Surgery and the FRACS in Plastic 
Surgery. His studies and work throughout the world also earned him 
membership of The Royal Australian College of Surgeons, The Royal College 
of Surgeons of England, The Australian Society of Plastic Surgeons and The 
Australian Hand Surgery Society.

Dr Pohl also dearly values music.
It is his release, his sanity, his medical muse.
It began at age six in Hungary with his first violin, then resumed upon 

arrival in Maitland, NSW, when his parents spent the first paycheck in their 
adopted homeland on a violin and lessons for Miklos. It continued during 
after-school classes at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and prompted 
Dr Pohl to later establish both the European Doctors Orchestra and the 
Australian Doctors Orchestra (ADO). The latter contributed to his Australian 
Order of Merit for services to Medicine and Music in 2003.

He also values others.
He has lent his expertise to Rotary and other organisations in India, Fiji, 

Indonesia and Kiribati, while he has raised money for medical causes with 
the ADO and through annual participation in the Peter MacCallum Ride for 
Cancer. Such efforts earned him the Sydney University Award for Excellence 
in Community Service and the Paul Harris Fellowship (Rotary International) in 
1997 and he was declared Life Governor of Sydney Hospital in 1971.

His favourite childhood toy?
The Massey-Ferguson Tractor model he received from the Red Cross on 

the eve of his family’s escape from Hungary in 1957 as a 9 year old boy.
Kieran Blake
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Licensing Expertise
MATTHEW WILLIAMS CLASS OF 1986

Matthew studied law through the Legal 
Practitioners Board and Sydney University 
whilst raising three boys. He then attended 
the College of Law at St Leonards where he 
completed the Graduate Diploma in Legal 
Practice. He is highly experienced in Liquor 
Licensing matters having worked as an OLGR 
liquor inspector for the past seven years. He 
recently became an Associate at DPH Lawyers, 
based in the St George area, where he 
specialises in matters such as Liquor Licence 

breaches and dealings with the Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing. 
Matthew says, “ I am married to a beautiful woman called Maria 

and have three boys – Thomas who is 9 years old, Michael who is 7 
years and Toby who is 5 years old. All boys attend St Declan’s Catholic 
Primary School.

“I am an avid Roosters NRL fan and Waratahs fan. I love all sports 
including NFL and Ice Hockey (which I got to love when I lived in 
Canada in the 90s) and was an avid cricketer whilst at school. I play 
golf weekly and love to go surfing with the boys too. 

“We go to Nelson Bay every year and love the beach lifestyle up 
there as well as getting away from Sydney which is great for small 
families as the travel time is only 2–3 hours in the car.

“My father, Stanislaus (Stan) Williams taught at Waverley College 
for 40 years – he left in 1992 – and all my brothers Bernard (1977), 
Patrick (1978), Paul (1980 – died in 2012) and Michael (1982) also 
attended the school.”

 

Where are they now? continued Milestones

Weddings
BARRON WEDDING

Congratulations to Chris Barron 
(College Captain in 1999) married 
Fiona Hughes at Stones of the Yarra 
Valley in Victoria on 23 October. Chris 
is currently Managing Director – 
Australia & New Zealand for Optimise 
Media and the couple live in 
Maroubra. There were quite a number 
of Old Boys at the wedding; Michael 
Kauter (99), Stephen Jacenko (99), 

Paul McCarthy (99), Robbie Wilson (99), Chris McBride (99), Liam Healey 
(99), Peter Wright (98), Stephen Hoiles (99), Peter Wright (98), Matt 
Pendleton (99), Matt Perkins (96)…and Chris’s brother, Greg Barron (96). 
Three of the groomsmen were Waverley boys (including Chris’s brother 
and best man) and Stephen Hoiles gave a reading at the ceremony. Chris’s 
parents – Kevin & Trish Barron – were heavily involved at the school, his 
father as President of the Parents & Friends, and his mother as convenor of 
the College Art & Craft Show.

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Michael Quelch (Class of 1956) and his wife Janet celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary in late 2015 with a large gathering of family 
and friends. Michael attended Waverley from 1952–1956. After obtaining 
his Leaving Certificate he trained as a Draftsman which stood him in good 
stead for a stellar career at the NSW Water Board. On leaving the Water 
Board, he used his skills to become a successful designer of machine 
mechanisms. He also developed his interest in art which began while 
he was at Waverley. He is a successful art exhibitor which included an 
exhibition opening by Sir Erik Langker. Family life has agreed with both 
Michael and Janet and they have two children, Juliet and Anthony, each 
with two grandchildren. The grandchildren have been fortunate to have 
had wonderful grandparents who have been a constant in their young 
lives through regular minding – with Michael’s gentle encouragement and 
Janet’s continuous and strong support. Both their children have followed 
in Michael’s footsteps, with Anthony teaching dramatic art and Juliet 
visual art. While Michael currently suffers some ill health, he continues his 
art teaching and his close interest in the grand children with Janet at his 
right hand.

Births	  
Frank (Class of 1982) and Carolina Meoli 
welcomed Mark Meoli on the 3rd of August 2015.
 

Justin Bell (Class of 2001) and Leanne
A beautiful baby girl Millie Eliza on 23rd 
February 2016. Granddaughter to Bob Bell 
(Class of 1970)

We congratulate teacher, Michaela Dee and her husband, Guilherme, on 
the birth of a 4 kilo baby boy, Julian Dee Jorge, on 20/01/2016 at 5.05am.

UPCOMING REUNION?
It has always been the aim of the OBU 
to publish information, photos and any 
memorable events from the growing number 
of reunions held each year. To streamline 
these reports, a proforma has been developed 
to assist you to provide a small article for 
Wavelength (200–400 words) together with 
some photographs and the updating of 
contact details for the database. This proforma 
outlining these requirements will be sent to 
the organisers once you let us know about your 
reunion.

The College and the OBU can help in a 
number of ways to get you started with 
your reunion. We can provide class lists and 
advertisements in Wavelength and on the 
OBU website, digital copies of yearbooks and 
group emails. The OBU can also provide a 
credit card facility to allow for prepayments of 
attendances and the collection of attendees’ 
names. Remember, for those reunions 
taking place 5, 10, 15, 20, etc years out, the 
OBU contributes $400 towards the costs of 
organising the reunion. 
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Obituaries

COLONEL BRIAN MICHAEL DWYER (RET’D) AM RFD ED 
MB BS, CLASS OF 1945
Colonel Brian Michael Dwyer died in November 2015, aged 86. 

Completing his schooling at Waverley College in 1945, by the time Brian 
Michael (Mike) Dwyer followed his father and brother into the medical 
profession and obtained his MB, BS degrees from Sydney University he had 
had a foretaste of the life to come in being attached to St Vincent’s Hospital 
in Sydney, Inverell Base Hospital and St Joseph’s Hospital at Auburn while 
continuing his Waverley sporting activities in playing rugby with St John’s 
College Second XV.

A later role saw him as Medical Superintendent at the Mater Hospital, 
North Sydney, and enrolling at UNSW for a qualification in hospital 
administration, as well as gaining a private pilot’s licence in his rare spare time.

In 1952 he had enlisted in the Citizen Military Forces and the 
opportunities and thrills afforded him during postings to Vietnam from 
December 1968 to July 1969, a year at the Land Warfare Centre at 
Canungra in Queensland and in 1977 as medical officer to a survey crew 
in West Papua under the watchful eyes of the Indonesian military, induced 
him to leave the general practice he’d taken over from his father at Gosford 
(where he was also VMO to the local hospital) and become a member of the 
regular army in 1980.

Attaining the rank of colonel as Director – Preventative Medicine within 
the Australian Army structure, he was rewarded with an AM (Member of 
the Order of Australia) in the Military Division, adding to the Reserve Forces 
Decoration (RFD) and Efficiency Decoration (ED) he’d earned during his part-
time service years.

On retiring from the army he became Director of Medical Services with 
the Australian Federal Police in Canberra, a position he held for five years 
before moving to Hunters Hill where he continued as medical consultant to 
the AFP’s Sydney office for a further ten years, ably assisted by wife Carlin as 
his receptionist/secretary.

He’d not forgotten his Waverley days and had booked a place at the 
Cadet Unit Centenary Dinner in 2011 but was obliged to forego this function 
when his wife became unexpectedly ill that week. More recently he wanted 
to donate an historic rifle to the Cadet Unit as a museum piece but the 
absence of any legally secure storage facility meant that this offer had to be 
refused.

Married to Carlin for 63 years, Mike was the father of a daughter and four 
sons, three of whom also served as officers in the Australian Defence Force. 
His Requiem Mass at St Peter Chanel’s, Hunters Hill on 25 November 2015 was 
attended by scores of people including senior military and police officers along 
with his family, many friends and former patients. He was a credit to himself, 
his family, the Defence Force, the AFP and Waverley College.
John Murray LC Class of 1956

JOHN DELOHERY CLASS OF 1965
It is with great sadness that I notify you of the death of my husband John 
Delohery. He died on 19 January 2016 after a long period of ill health. We 
will miss him greatly.
Carolyn Delohery and Family

PHILLIP TAPLIN CLASS OF 1959
Phillip was a student at Waverley College from 1951 (3rd Class), to 1959 
(Leaving Certificate ) and died recently, aged 73 years. Phillip was a long-
established and much loved Medical General Practitioner in the Sydney 
suburb of Mortlake, where he practised until recently, and was also involved 
with St George Hospital. In 2013 after more than 50 years I was able to 
renew my friendship with Phillip over lunch with him. A very cordial and 
interesting two hours was spent discussing amongst other things, what 
happened to Brother ‘so and so’, and our many classmates. Phillip’s Funeral 
Service was held in Sutherland on Monday 4 July.
Ross Johnson Intermediate Class of 1957

ROBERT JAMES CARROLL CLASS OF 1988
Robert James Carroll, the fourth son of Tony and Mary Carroll died on  
31 December, 2015, aged 45 years. The family lived at Vaucluse during the 
time the boys were enrolled at Waverley – John Joseph (Class of 1979), Paul 
Anthony (Class of 1980), Richard Charles (Class of 1983; died in Year 8 at 
Luna Park fire in 1979) and Robert James (Class of 1987; left Waverley after 
School Certificate in 1985). 

PHILIP RAYMOND ELLIS CLASS OF 1948
Phil Ellis passed away suddenly on 22 November 2015 and is survived by his 
wife and four children. Phil was an above average sportsman with a flair for 
swimming and also an active charity worker.
Max Nixon Class of 1951

DENIS deVALLANCE CLASS OF 1951
Australian film and TV director Denis deVallance  
died at 83 at his home in Los Angeles, California in 
March 2016.

Denis leaves behind a life large in many fields he 
– sport, television and film.

Denis was awarded the Centennial Cardinal’s 
Cup by Waverley College in 1951 for his athletic 
performance. He toured the United States 
participating on the Arizona State University Track 
team. He placed in the Stawell Gift on three occasions 
and was recipient of the Eric Cumming Memorial Cup 

and winner of the Horsham Gift in 1967. Denis was motivated by coaches 
Jim Bradley, Percy Wells Cerutty, Gabor Jero, and Monty Hirst and he proudly 
represented Australia in the 1972 Masters Track and Field European Tour, 
placing 2nd in the 100 and 3rd in the 200 yard sprints.

His directorial career brought him a Logie for News Direction at Channel 
9 and he was nominated by the California VMA for Music Video Direction. 
He received multiple gold and platinum records for his contributions to 
artists record sales.

He experienced a varied career in television and film production spanning 
news, sport, variety, drama and music in Australia, Europe and the US. He 
was comfortable with talent from the Beatles and Rolling Stones to Laurence 
Olivier and Dudley Moore. Denis was mentored by John Heyer, noted 
Australian film director, inspired by the work of Fantasia by Walt Disney and 
enjoyed the talents of Stanley Kubrick, David Lean and Martin Scorsese.

Denis is survived by his wife Lyn, and sons Brian and Brendan. His 
Australian family includes nieces Penny, Lisa, Samantha, Eve, Unity 
and nephews Andrew, Jason and Zach. Denis’ four grandchildren are 
Clementine, Lou Lou, Jackson and Hayden deVallance. 

Denis’ world travels are the source of fun filled anecdotes and celebrate 
the many good friends he made along the way.

“Tis you must go and I must bide.”

BR KEVIN KIRWAN 
HEADMASTER 1975–1978
We join with the Christian Brothers 
Community in acknowledging the 
passing of Br Kevin Kirwan, Headmaster 
of Waverley College from 1975 to 
1978, who died 30 November 2015 in 
Melbourne following a long illness.

May Br Kevin rest in peace.
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Obituaries continued

ANTHONY QUINN CLASS OF 1960
Anthony (Tony) George Quinn died on 5 February 2015 in Perth, Western 
Australia. Our brother’s passing left a tragic and indelible mark on his 
wife Lola, daughter Nicole, son Daniel along with son-in-law Kris and 
granddaughters Baylee and Taylor.
James (Jim) Quinn Class of 1963
Patrick Quinn Class of 1969

DES O’REILLY CLASS OF 1972
Many people associated with the College may have 
seen media reports earlier in the year mentioning the 
death of former Rooster’s stalwart of the 70’s and 
80’s Des O’Reilly without realising he was a Waverley 
old boy.

Des attended Waverley in Years 11 and 12 after 
transferring from St Anne’s Bondi in 1971 along with 
fifteen of his classmates.

During this time Des impressed everyone with his 
academic and sporting prowess. More importantly 
he was universally regarded as a “good bloke”.

His capabilities were evident on his enrolment from his time at Bondi. In 
his final year at the Year 10 school he was School Captain, Captain of the 
First 13 Rugby League team as well as the swimming team and gained seven 
‘A’ levels in his School Certificate.

At Waverley he was voted a Prefect by his classmates, was in the school 
swimming team both years and was Captain in Year 12.

However, it was Rugby where his sporting achievements are best 
remembered playing two years in the First XV, the second as Captain. He was 
also selected to represent CAS in both these years. This was a considerable 
achievement when one considers he had not played Rugby before.

It also didn’t affect his studies with Des achieving 6 first levels and coming 
fourth in the form.

After leaving Waverley Des applied his substantial intellect to achieve 
combined electrical engineering and science degrees at Sydney University 
both with Honours. This was before combined degrees were commonplace.

He also returned to play for our local rugby league team, the then Eastern 
Suburbs Roosters and went on to play 127 first grade games and in two 
grand finals including the history making side of 1975.

In doing this he joins Dave Brown, Luke Ricketson and Ryan Cross as old 
boys who have played over 100 games for the club.

Des moved to Brisbane in 1992 where he set up a successful electronics 
company. He was diagnosed with an aggressive illness in 2006 and initially 
was given two years to live. Through his determination and the support 
of his wonderful wife Chris, five fantastic children and a supportive family 
network he stared death down for ten years.

During this time he never missed a reunion of the Class of 1972 and often 
made all of us appreciate the important things in life through the circulation 
of meaningful emails.

Des O’Reilly was my friend for 54 years. During that time I came to love 
him as a brother and respect him as a very special person. To him, his family 
and grandchildren were the joy of his life. His loyalty to others he believed in 
was without question.

He was confident without being arrogant, persevering without being 
obsessive, tough without being hard.

I am sure that Des ticks all the boxes of a model student that Edmund Rice 
was hoping to develop through a Christian Brothers’ education.

Amongst all the sadness of his passing it gave me some comfort that 
there are many old boys in heaven like Norm Taylor, Tim Towers and Shawn 
McKay to show him the ropes.

Knowing Des it will not take him long to work things out.
Des died after a long illness in Queensland at 61 years of age.

Bill Healey Class of 1972

DR OWEN FRANCIS “OJ” JAMES AM, MS (SYD), 
FANZCA, FCICM CLASS OF 1951
‘FOR AN OLD SCHOOL MATE’
Early June 2016 and my wife points out to me a name in the Sydney 
Morning Herald’s obituary page – a familiar name. Dr Owen James has 
died…my old friend Owen. Things – and time – had disconnected us. The 
last time I saw Owen he was one of half-a-dozen school mates who had 
joined me at a dinner at the old Adams hotel to celebrate my 21st birthday. 
Owen was the first person to speak to me the first day we new boys 
slipped into 1st Year (Year 7). He reproved me for dropping my Globite 
school case on the top of my desk. He was really pumped up. I was taken 
aback, but we became good friends. Unlike many of us, Owen was always 
a serious person, also distinguished by a mop of tight, closely bonded curly 
hair. He lived at Pennant Hills – a long daily journey to Waverley, like today, 
on the line through Eastwood and Strathfield to the city, and then took a 
tram to the college and he confided to me – vowed, that the day would 
come when he would run out as the winger in Eastwood’s 1st grade rugby 
team. Ah! Schoolboys. 

He graduated instead from Sydney University as Dr James. His older 
brother Alan was already a GP. Moreover Owen’s ‘application’ was 
probably propelled by his two sweet sisters and his mother and no doubt 
the time he spent on his long train journeys. Home, mother and sisters 
were warm and special – a place of happy feeling. Mrs James radiated 
care and affection. I over-nighted there a couple of times and once we 
bush-walked through a nearby wild bush reserve (now part of the walk to 
Newcastle) and of course we made a camp fire and boiled the billy. 

Post-school we went in different directions, but he was one of the first 
to invite to my 21st dinner at the storeyed old Adams hotel. After that we 
drifted apart. I’d left Waverley in ’51 to join the ABC. He stayed on in ’52 and 
then enrolled in Medicine. He concentrated on anaesthetics as his specialty, 
so I understood. He also made a name for himself in hospital administration 
and at some point earned an Australia Medal. Just a few years ago prompted 
by nostalgia I googled him up to contact him, but then let it slide. My other 
strong memory of the winger Eastwood never got was a flying Owen James, 
under-13, rocketing to the try line to score but also crashing the side of his 
head against a goal post – ouch! A fairly serious ‘ouch’. So the news came 
in the SMH’s obit column. My first response was “Oh well” but a day or so 
later a deep sense of sadness overshadowed me; and now I’ve got another 
entry in my regular prayers for old mates like Owen: Kenny Smith and Dave 
McGuinness, Ray Betos, Joey Goldstein, Peter Fingleton and John and Barry 
O’Keefe; I hasten to add any omissions are unknown and that when the day 
comes I hope I feature in someone else’s list.
Brian Davies Class of 1951

BR FRANCIS BARNABAS (BARNEY) GARVAN CFC 
CLASS OF 1948
Died 4 March, 2016 at Lewisham Nursing Home aged 84 years, an 
esteemed member of the Christian Brothers for 67 years. Loved son of John 
David and Catherine May Garvan, loved brother of John, Brian, Patrick, 
Kevin, and Elizabeth (all deceased). Dearly loved uncle and great-uncle. 

Francis Laurence Garvan took the religious name ‘Barnabas’, after the 
close friend of St Paul, when he entered the novitiate at Minto in 1950.  
For most of his life he was affectionately called ‘Barney’ by most of those 
who knew him. 

He began eleven years of schooling at Waverley College in 1938, 
completing his years there as Dux of the school. He joined the Sodality of 
Our Lady and this is possibly the source of his loyal and undemonstrative 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary in later life. Related to this was his 
respect for, and appreciation of, the importance of women to the social 
development and balance of relationships for male religious. Women were 
among his closest and most valued friends.

Barney was in the first group of student Brothers in New South Wales 
to attend university full-time, and the first to continue his studies through 
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to a doctorate, at the University of Sydney and then at ANU, Canberra. 
He earned a PhD in chemistry under Professor Francis Dwyer who had 
high regard for him not only as a student but also as a research associate. 
Barney was brilliant in this field and authored or co-authored nine journal 
articles and chapters in advanced chemistry text books. When asked 
what he was studying he would answer “Multidentate chelates”, which 
was enough to both confound and amuse his listeners. He could have 
answered “The Resolution of Quinquedentate Cobalt (III) complexes with 
Ethylenediaminetetraacetic (that’s all one word) acid”, which was the title of 
the first paper that he published.

Professor Dwyer wanted Barney to continue to work with him, but 
instead Barney was sent for short postings as a fill-in teacher to four schools 
in quick succession. Never once did he express any regret about this, an 
indication of his life-long readiness to do whatever he was asked, seeing it 
as an expression of God’s will for him at the time. Years later he confessed 
that he did not miss involvement with chemistry, and if given the choice 
probably would not have chosen science as a field of study. At the time 
there was a need for science teachers in the Province and Barney accepted 
without question the direction he was given to enrol for the BSc degree.

After his years in schools he began a period of 27 years in the internal 
ministries of the Congregation, first at the Juniorate at Strathfield, as science 
teacher then Director. His students remember him as a prayerful man and 
a superb teacher. He then moved into post-novitiate formation as Director 
of Vaughan College, Marsfield, a house of studies for Brothers attending 
Macquarie University. At the age of 46, he was appointed to lead St Mary’s 
Province as Provincial. There was considerable stress for him at the time 
around diminishing numbers of Brothers and decisions about withdrawal 
from some schools. 

When he was elected as Vicar General, deputy to the leader of the 
congregation, in 1984, he found himself in a much less satisfying situation 
because of the fleeting nature of the contacts he had with Brothers in 
different countries. However his appointment gave the whole congregation 
the benefit of his judgement and insights, and his presence on the team was 
highly valued by the congregational leader and other members. At the end 
of this time he shared a visit to the Holy Land with Br Ken McEwan.

On his return to Australia in 1996 he wrote a very readable book on 
the life of Edmund Rice titled, “Give to the Poor in Handfuls”. It was first 
published in 1996, eight months before the Church declared Edmund 
‘Blessed’. He was happily involved in spiritual accompaniment and retreat 
work for the last 20 years of his life. 

Barney’s personal needs were simple. He enjoyed holidays and good 
company, had a fund of anecdotes and a boisterous laugh, loved his rugby, 
and was a good tennis player. His sensitivity, his enormous respect for 
each person, his profound and humble spirituality, all equipped him to be 
a trusted, supportive presence to others. Peaceful in himself, he brought 
peace into the lives of many others.
Rest in peace.
Kevin McDonnell cfc

 

PAUL LLOYD CLASS OF 1965
Very sad news that Paul Lloyd passed 
away at Prince of Wales Hospital of  
a very aggressive Leukaemia on  
29 November 2015. For me and Gillan 
he was a close friend we saw every 
Thursday for coffee at Coogee Beach 
and I have fond memories of him; he 
was in our year starting from 1956 as 
per back row of this photo.
Henri Richard

Paul Lloyd, 1956 class photo

FR PETER MCGRATH OFM CLASS OF 1956
Peter’s great great grandparents came from Ireland 
whilst his parents Jack and Polly (nee Gilligan) lived 
locally and were married in 1924. Peter was the 
youngest of their six children, four girls and two 
boys. Peter grew up in the family home in Kingsford 
and his family were an integral part of the local 
Parish Church at Kensington.

Unfortunately Peter’s mother became ill when 
Peter was eight years old and he and some of his 
siblings were sent to boarding school in Bowral (run 
by the OLSH nuns). 

On his return to Sydney for Secondary School, he was sent to Christian 
Brothers Waverley where his older brother, John, was a pupil. 

Peter enjoyed his years at Waverley. He was a good student 
academically, but average at sport whilst enjoying athletics. He was a 
member of the school debating team which was probably good training 
to stand in front of a congregation and give a homily. He was one of 12 
school prefects and was a Cadet Under Officer in the School Cadet Corp. 
This encouraged his leadership potential and many of his classmates and 
old Waverlians can recall him being at the head of one of the 15 Platoons 
marching down Carrington Road after 3.30pm. on a Friday afternoon 
accompanied by a band of over 50 buglers and drummers. The local police 
would stop the trams and cars in Bronte Road and the old diggers would 
come out of the Robin Hood Hotel and the Charing Cross Hotel as we 
passed and clap and cheer with their schooners held high.

There were many Christian Brothers at Waverley who had a big influence 
on Peter’s subsequent vocation with the Friars including Brothers M M 
O’Connor, J P Lacey, Michael Murphy, Frank Marzorini and Frank Farrell. 
At the time there were very few lay teachers at Waverley, but one was 
the music master Des O’Brien who must have inculcated some musical 
appreciation into Peter, but certainly of a different variety to that obtained 
by one Johnny O’Keefe who was a year above us.

Peter’s father was a Rails Bookie at Randwick. Peter always ran not only 
the class sweep on Melbourne Cup Day, which unfortunately clashed with 
the start of the Leaving Certificate, but he would also quote the odds and 
the starting price of each horse in the race. This appealed to the country 
boarders who loved to have a bet and it was of course prior to the TAB. 
One of his duties was to remain home on Sunday afternoons and mind the 
house as all the cash takings from the races at Randwick the previous day 
were in the house to be used the following day for the settlement held at 
Tattersalls Club in the city.

Prior to entering the Friars, Peter’s life was very similar to that of his 
peers. Despite his fair skin, he enjoyed the beach, bike riding and there 
were plenty of parties which he attended. On completion of the Leaving 
Certificate, his classmates were amazed when he announced he was about 
to leave the secular life and join the Franciscans. He went first to Robertson 
and then to Box Hill in Victoria, returning six years later to be ordained at 
Mary Immaculate Waverley and became Fr Peter.

Peter spent his entire priestly life working in various parishes in 
Australia under the care of the Franciscan Friars. Peter was ideally suited 
to parish life given his wonderful personality and friendly spirit. He served 
in Franciscan parishes in Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, 
Collie in Western Australia and in Launceston, Tasmania. Peter was well 
known in the Eastern Suburbs for his time in the parishes of St Joseph’s, 
Edgecliff and St Francis of Assisi, Paddington. Peter was very popular with, 
well liked and highly respected by parishioners of all ages and by his fellow 
Franciscan Friars.

Peter resumed his close association with his old school friends and 
whenever possible he attended annual class reunions. When not in Sydney, 
he would try to fly from wherever he was residing. He celebrated weddings, 
baptisms and funerals for his old school friends. 
Bill Walsh Class of 1961
Terry McGuinness Class of 1956
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Obituaries continued

FR TOM MURTAGH OFM CLASS OF 1952
Fr Tom Murtagh was the eldest of Tom and Nell 
Murtagh’s five offspring. His three brothers also  
did their secondary schooling at Waverley College, 
and his sister attended St Clare’s College in 
Carrington Road.

He was a student for three years at Waverley.  
He completed schooling at St Anthony’s Robertson 
(4th and 5th Years to Leaving Certificate) then went 
into the Franciscan seminary. He had been an altar 
boy at Waverley Parish, and the priests here were 
Franciscans. Waverley had been the family’s parish 

for many years; his parents had met at social events based around Mary 
Immaculate Church.

Fr Tom was ordained a priest in 1960 with the religious name Hilarion. 
After Vatican II, he reverted to his baptismal name.

The Franciscans needed a science teacher at Padua College, the 
Franciscan School in Kedron, so he repeated the Leaving Certificate at 
Sydney Technical College, with the emphasis on science and maths. Then 
he studied for a Science degree as a full-time student at Sydney University 
while carrying out limited priestly duties, such as Sunday Mass and Saturday 
confessions. He completed his Honours year in 1966, then went to Brisbane 
to teach at Padua College 1967 to 1977, serving as Rector 1970–72, and 
with a year’s break spent at Daramalan College in Canberra in 1973.

After this he was based in Melbourne, mainly at the Franciscans’  
St Paschal’s College at Box Hill. Its library holds an extensive collection of 
works on matters Franciscan, and Fr Tom’s knowledge and computer skills 
were used to bring some order to its catalogue. He became the Chairman  
of the St Paschal’s Library Committee (and he appointed the current  
Library Manager).

Around 1979–1980, and again 1989–1990, he studied in the USA at 
St Bonaventure University, a Franciscan university. The studies led first to 
a Masters Degree, then to a Doctorate of Theology from the Melbourne 
College of Divinity.

From 1991 he taught theology at Yarra Theological Union in Melbourne 
to people of various backgrounds. (YTU was run by religious orders as 

opposed to the local archdiocese.) Starting with a unit in Franciscan 
Spirituality, his teaching expanded to other topics. He became a spiritual 
leader for a group of Secular Franciscans, many of whom maintained 
contact with him during his years at Nazareth House.

Following a major stroke in 2005 he moved into Nazareth House nursing 
home. In later years he was bedridden, until his death on 15 February 2016, 
one month after his 80th birthday. 

Requiescat in Pace.
Vince Murtagh (Brother of Tom) Class of 1962

VERONICA BROOMHALL 
Veronica, mother of Michael ( 1992) and David ( 1994) died in the UK on  
12 July 2016. The family relocated to the UK for a work opportunity in 1995. 
Veronica was well known at the college, particularly for her work at the 
Queens Park canteen during sporting events.

PETER URQUHART CLASS OF 1957
Peter Urquhart, who left Waverley in 1957 after 
completing the Leaving Certificate, passed away in 
Sydney on 5 February 2016. Peter lived at Dover 
Heights when he attended Waverley. After leaving 
Waverley, Peter completed a degree in Pharmacy at 
the University of Sydney. He worked as pharmacist 
for a few years before returning to the University of 
Sydney, where he completed studies in medicine. 
Peter practised as a general practitioner mainly at 
Castle Hill. Given Peter’s quiet and caring nature,  
it is no surprise that he enjoyed a reputation as an 

understanding and compassionate doctor.
Peter had a brother, the late Judge Paul Urquhart QC (1960), and two 

nephews, Paul (1990) and Christopher (1999) – the sons of his brother, 
Paul – attended the College. Peter was buried after a funeral service at Saint 
Bernadette’s Catholic Church, Castle Hill on 12 February 2016.
Bill Walsh Class of 1961

Death Notices
Condolences are extended to the families and friends of the following Waverley College Old Boys

Arthur F Boyd Sep 2015 1941 Hunters Hill, NSW

Bob Caleo Aug 2015 1953 Windsor, NSW

Robert James Carroll Dec 2015 1987 Rose Bay, NSW

Brett Davis Oct 2015 1980 Bondi, NSW

John F Delohery Jan 2016 1965 Drummoyne, NSW

Denis deVallance Mar 2016 1951 Los Angeles, USA

Jeremy Paul Donohoe Jul 2016 1987

Gregory Doyle Mar 2016 1954 Cooma, NSW

Brian (Michael) Dwyer Nov 2015 1945 Hunters Hill, NSW

Phillip R Ellis Nov 2015 1948 Carlton, VIC

Michael Fitzgerald Nov 2015 1965 Marsfield, NSW

Br Frank Garvan Mar 2016 1948 Lewisham, NSW

Ronald Hamlyn Jul 2016 1952 Bondi Junction, NSW

Maurice Hann Jun 2016 1948 Waitara, NSW

Owen James AM Jun 2016 1952 Hamilton, NSW

James Johnson Jul 2016 1948 Northbridge, NSW

John Kelly Oct 2015 1950 Lismore, NSW

Nicholas Kennedy Apr 2016 1948 Balwyn, VIC

Paul Lamond Jun 2016 1942 Turramurra, NSW

Paul T Lloyd Nov 2015 1965 Coogee, NSW

James Markham Sep 2015 1955 Bondi, NSW

Alan S Marsden Mar 2016 1960 Westleigh, NSW

Fr Peter McGrath ofm Dec 2015 1956 Waverley, NSW

John McManus Dec 2015 1942 Chatswood, NSW

Fr Thomas Murtagh ofm Feb 2016 1952 Box Hill, VIC

John Henry Newman Jan 2016 1953 Waterloo, NSW

Rodney O’Brien Jan 2015 1962 New Town, TAS 

Des O’Reilly Mar 2016 1972 Eight Mile Plains, QLD

Brian Pooley Jan 2016 1946 Cook, ACT

Anthony Quinn Feb 2015 1960 Perth, WA

Ronald Rea Oct 2015 1951 Raglan, NSW

Peter J Ryan May 2014 1973 Bobin, NSW

John Sullivan May 2016 1946 Queanbeyan, NSW

Phillip Taplin Jun 2016 1951 Beverley Hills, NSW

Peter W Urquhart Feb 2016 1957 Castle Hill, NSW

Andrew Woodger Jul 2016 1991 Cronulla, NSW

Geoffrey Wrightson Sep 2015 1957 Hurstville, NSW
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A tough guy doesn’t 
talk about his problems.
A stronger man does. 

Each year 1 in 5 Australians experience a mental illness. 

It affects people from all walks of life, yet the majority of 

problems can be treated, and some even prevented.

Gain the skills to better manage your mental health, or to 

provide support to someone you are worried about. 

Visit the Black Dog Institute at www.blackdoginstitute.org.au 

for information and self-help tools that are available 24/7 

whenever you need them. 

 

The Black Dog Institute is committed to improving the lives of 

those affected by mental illness through:

• innovations in research and medicine

• presentations to schools, parents and students

• workplace education and awareness programs

• clinics and treatments

• volunteering and fundraising opportunities.

www.blackdoginstitute.org.au



Your Legacy.
Their Future.

Make Your Donation Today to the  
Waverley College Capital Appeal.

Contact the Development Office
(02) 9369 0753 or  

developmentoffice@waverley.nsw.edu.au


