
The Worawa Dreaming Trail

We Believe in Education, Culture + Wellbeing



The Dreaming Trail introduces the general public 
to a special understanding of the natural world and 
Aboriginal cultural heritage through the promotion of 
Aboriginal culture, history and environment.

Within the Dreaming Trail are memorial poles to 
honour each of the 38 Victorian Aboriginal tribes.  
These are set against a backdrop of the peaks  
of Mt Tonne-be-wong, Toole-be-wong and  
Donna-be-wong and neighbouring Coranderrk bush 
land, with Birrarung, river of mist, to the west.

A memorial to the Children of Coranderrk is located on 
the island in the billabong.

The Smoking Ceremony is a symbolic spiritual 
cleansing for visitors to honour the Spirit Ancestors and 
all the Aboriginal family clans that walked this land. 

We honour the Spirit Ancestors: Waa the Crow and Bunjil 
the Eaglehawk. Crow and Eaglehawk are our moities. 
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Coranderrk Aboriginal Station 1863 - 1924 
Coranderrk Aboriginal Station was a government 
reserve established on the traditional land of the 
Wurundjeri people. 

Founded in 1863 it was a last refuge for the people 
from the tribes of the Kulin Nation of Central 
Victoria, Woiwurrung, Boonwurrung, Taungwurrung, 
Djadjawurrung and the Wathawurrung. 

Simon Wonga Ngurungaeta, or ‘head man’, of the 
Wurundjeri people in the mid-19th century, had a vision 
for an Aboriginal settlement at Coranderrk. It was 
Simon Wonga who led the establishment of a school for 
the children of Coranderrk. The Coranderrk School No. 
3048 was opened on 15 July, 1890. 

As other missions and reserves closed, family 
clans from other parts of Victoria were relocated to 
Coranderrk, creating a rich cultural mix and history. 

The growing community’s hard work and dedication 
had made Coranderrk a highly productive farm and  
a valuable piece of land. It became a large village 
with a schoolhouse, bakery, dairy a kiln and brick 
making facility. 

For a time, the Station thrived, with successful 
agricultural enterprises including the growing of hops, 
and tourism based on the production of artefacts and 
woven baskets. 

Forced removal of many of the residents, and 
resumption of much of the land left the Station 
unviable. By 1924 orders came for its closure as an 
Aboriginal Station the residents were displaced to other 
parts of Victoria.

We ask you to respect the land and honour those who 
have gone before. 

Images Courtesy of State Library of Victoria.

Worawa Aboriginal College   |   Dreaming Trail   |   3



Coranderrk became a showpiece for Victoria; foreign visitors were taken there, and in some years some 2000 local 
visitors came. The Station had 2.300 acres when it opened; it was doubled in size in 1866, and halved in 1893, when 
land was sold to Europeans under the Closer Settlement Act.

Map courtesy of Public Record Office Victoria.

Location of Coranderrk Aboriginal Station
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