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1 May 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Guardians, 
 

Term 2 & Remote Learning – FRIDAY 1st May Update 
 

As a College, we continue to be advised by the Victorian Government regarding Term 2 and the current Remote 
Learning restrictions. While we would prefer to have our students and teaching staff physically returning to 
normal teaching and learning at the College, this is not advised at the current time.  
This week, there has been some media about the Federal Government providing funding to Independent schools 
throughout Australia and reopening schools to students.  The Federal Government is offering to provide the 
early payment of a proportion of the College’s recurrent funding due in July if we agree to certain conditions. 
This not additional funding to support Independent schools but to assist schools, who have current financial 
implications due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The required conditions conflict with the current approach taken by all Lutheran schools in Victoria, Tasmania 
and New South Wales. The approach taken by our LEVNT schools prioritise the health and well-being of all 
students and staff, provide high quality learning and pastoral care, support all school families, and follow the 
advice and guidelines of relevant health and education authorities of each state. 
The Premier and Education Minister of Victoria have committed to reviewing the current arrangements in place 
across the state over the coming weeks.  We look forward to the outcomes of those reviews, and in the 
meantime, remain committed to supporting the learning and welfare of every child whether they be doing so 
from home or while supervised at school. 

 

Attendance 
There has been no change to our expectations around student attendance at the College - if students can learn 
from home, they must learn from home.  

I would like to acknowledge our College families for their support with managing this important requirement as 
we care for the safety and health of all of our College community 
We will continue to be open to support those children of essential workers and students at risk. 

Please continue to keep the College notified of student attendance as required through Parent Lounge, College 
App or Absentee email (absent@vlc.vic.edu.au). 

If your family situation changes and your children need to be at school, please notify the College Reception via 
email (reception@vlc.vic.edu.au) as soon as possible. 
 

To support the well-being and health, all College families are reminded that it is important that your child is 
kept at home if he/she has: 

§ a temperature (more than 37.5°C) 
§ a cough  
§ a runny nose 
§ a sore throat 
§ muscle aches 

 



 

Looking after our Well-being 

As we know, well-being is multi-faceted, and it incorporates elements of physical, mental, emotional, social and 
spiritual elements of health. The current climate of Remote Learning has the potential to impact on each of 
these elements in unique ways. This experience is something new for all of us and the real impacts that this style 
of teaching and learning has on wellbeing are only just beginning to be realised. From feedback from our College 
Teaching staff, they have noticed an increase in physical and mental fatigue since beginning online teaching. In 
addition to this, many of us also have the extra responsibility of home schooling our own children. The additional 
screen time and the pressure associated with meeting the needs of others in household has the potential to 
greatly impact on an individual’s well-being. With this in mind, we strongly encourage our families to try the 
following things in support of a healthy well-being: 

§ Be kind to yourself. 
§ Schedule in breaks throughout the day that involves no screens. Getting outside at this time can be of great 

benefit. 

§ Home life can become all about schoolwork, so if at all possible, schedule time with your children that 
doesn’t involve school. Going for a walk or playing a board game might be a good option. 

§ Intentionally planning time for just you. 

§ Scheduling social time. Organising Zoom or Facetime with friends is a really good way to maintain some 
social wellbeing during isolation. 

§ Identifying and verbalising at least one positive each day. This is a great thing to do with children and 
especially important at the moment. 

Each of these ideas takes time and a degree of planning, but we believe that it will be time well spent. 

 

Living out our Lutheran Ethos and Service to Others 
As a Lutheran school, we are always looking for opportunities to share our Lutheran ethos, our mission and 
ministry, and provide support to those in need within our College community. Thanks to Chaplain Andrew who 
has been providing our weekly Chapels for our Primary and Secondary schools over the past three weeks. While 
we can’t all be together for our Chapels, these give our students, families and staff, the opportunity to reflect 
on our blessing as a community. It has been special to see the faces of our students and staff that we are missing 
everyday around the College. 

Our ‘Helping Hands Ministry’ has significantly increased our support of families in different stages of need. As a 
result, the freezer where we store meals is now almost empty.  There are families in need in our community and 
some of these may be closer to us than we know. 
If you feel you are able to make some soup, biscuits, slices or family meals that would be so appreciated. 
Depending on the amount of your cook up, please consider dividing it up into a couple of containers, as we have 
varying family sizes to cater for  – please contact Chaplain Andrew (adewhirst@vlc.vic.edu.au) for a chat about 
how you can help or if you need some containers to be delivered to you. Be assured that your meal won’t sit in 
a freezer for long.  

Please know that asking for help, or asking on behalf of someone else, is an opportunity for us to show love and 
compassion to the people that make up such a large part of our College Community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Primary Family Check Ins 

As we head into the third full week and everyone is getting into somewhat of a routine with Class Zoom Catch 
Ups, teachers will move to conducting Family Catch Ups every three weeks. However, should you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to conduct your child’s class teacher via email. 
We acknowledge that these catch ups have been appreciated by families, however they also take a large amount 
of teachers’ time which takes them away from their planning and class time. 

Please be assured staff are still working and they are available to chat to you when needed. 

 
Resources & Readers Change Over 

A reminder that each Thursday and Friday, we offer the opportunity for families and students in Foundation to 
Year 4 to change readers and collect some new learning packages. These packs are located in the children’s 
lockers and can be picked up from 3.45 - 5.30pm each Thursday and Friday. 
 

Connecting with our College Staff 
Our College Staff are doing an amazing job in supporting our College families through the current Remote 
Learning environment. They are spending many hours preparing resources, delivering lessons and connecting 
with their students and families. As Principal, I am really proud of our College Staff and the way they have 
accepted the challenges of the Remote Learning environment. 

In supporting our College Staff, I request that our College families and students respect our Staff and avoid 
contacting them at night and over the weekend. While they want to be there for our community, they also need 
the opportunity for rest, relaxation and time with their families to support their own well-being. 
As a College, we will continue to maintain our normal expectations of responding to contact from our College 
families within 24 hours during the school week.  

Every day, the College will have the Principal and/or Leadership Team members available onsite should you 
require information or support. The College Administration will be open daily from 8:30am to 4.15pm via phone, 
(02) 6057 5859, and email, reception@vlc.vic.edu.au.  
 

We thank you for your ongoing support, encouragement and understanding as we try to meet the needs of our 
wonderful College community. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 
Mr John Thompson 
Principal 
Email: principal@vlc.vic.edu.au 
 


