PROSPECTUS

Welcome
from the Headmaster
Thank you for considering The
Rockhampton Grammar School and
trusting us to work with you in the
development of your child. As one of
the oldest schools in Australia and
Queensland’s largest boarding school,
The Rockhampton Grammar School
offers everything your family needs.
Established in 1881, The Rockhampton
Grammar School is an independent,
co-educational boarding and day school,
offering an Early Learning to Year 12
educational journey.
From the moment they arrive, your boy
or girl will be welcomed into the School
family. Students from all ages and
backgrounds are surrounded by a caring,
supportive environment and given every
opportunity to do their best. For RGS
boarders, our beautiful grounds will quickly
become their home away from home.
To help them along the way, The
Rockhampton Grammar School offers
exceptional teachers, who are recognised
for their passion and commitment. This
extends not only to our outstanding
academic results as Central Queensland’s
best performing school, but also to a huge
range of extracurricular activities including

sport, music, dance, agriculture, outdoor
education and much more.
This holistic experience reflects our core
belief that our students can achieve much
more than academic results. We are proud
to play a part in developing well-rounded
individuals who understand values such as
teamwork, self-discipline and gratitude. As
a result, our students can make a positive
contribution to their communities – both
during their time with us and at home.
Parents, teachers, students and past
students become part of the Grammar
family from the moment they arrive and
remain so, long after the depart. In every
way, this is more than a place of learning –
this is a family – and one of which we are
all proud.
We invite you to find out more about us
by reading through the following pages.
We would be delighted to see you
in Rockhampton and hope to welcome
you and your child soon. To arrange
a visit, please contact the Registrar
at registrar@rgs.qld.edu.au or
1300 GRAMMAR.
Dr Phillip Moulds
Headmaster
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Grow

in character and scholarship
For over 138 years, the School has produced outstanding men and
women who have been guided by the motto, Macte Virtute Et Litteris,
or Grow in Character and Scholarship.

This motto is more than just words,
it is embedded in our School’s culture.
Education at The Rockhampton Grammar
School has always extended beyond facts
and figures to focus on the needs of every
individual to be happy here and put their
best foot forward.
Parents continue to choose The
Rockhampton Grammar School not only
because we perform well academically,
but because we know that not every
student is the same. We care about every
individual student’s learning and character
development in all aspects of their life, not
just during school hours.
That is why it’s so important to us that
our students are offered a well-rounded
education which combines academic
outcomes, hands-on learning and

participation in co-curricular activities and
community service.
Every year, our students proudly
participate and contribute thousands
of hours to causes and community
organisations throughout Central
Queensland, Australia and the world. In
return, our students are rewarded through
the development of their character,
leadership skills, courage and integrity.
The holistic nature of this experience
means Rockhampton Grammar students
emerge into society educated, wellrounded and confident. With this strong
foundation, every child is equipped to
pursue their ambitions, secure in their
sense of self, and armed with the capacity
to deal with whatever opportunities and
challenges that life will place in their way.
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Educate
tomorrow’s leaders

Developing leadership at The Rockhampton Grammar School is a
fundamental component of our education. Our ethos is that students will
never achieve their potential in any arena if they believe they need a title
or a badge to exercise leadership.

It is our belief that leadership development
opportunities should be offered to all
students and that it is vital to the schooling
experience.
We pursue both academic and character
development, providing your child with
the tools needed so that they can work
together effectively.
At RGS we do this by focusing on
leadership behaviours and attitudes.
Underpinning every decision is our
commitment to educate for life, preparing
your child for the contribution they
can make to the world. The School’s
involvement with outside organisations
such as the Centre for Creative Leadership
is a testament to the forward looking
innovation and pedagogy development
that takes place at RGS.

At RGS we don’t just talk about leadership,
making a difference and having a global
perspective. For our students, it is a lived
experience from a young age. They are
encouraged to be actively involved in the
causes that matter to them, to practice
support for one another in their daily lives,
and to develop positive and respectful
relationships.
Academic excellence is highly valued
and supported, but students’ wellbeing
always comes first. Whether this be
in the classroom, in the co-curricular
programme, in the boarding house,
providing service to others or participating
in Outdoor Education, we aim to help
every student develop in character and
scholarship, find their voice, and be an
integral part of their community.
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Encourage
a love of learning

The Rockhampton Grammar School has an excellent academic
reputation and delivers one of the most successful vocational education
programmes in Queensland. We consistently earn the best overall results
among schools in the Central Queensland region and over 95 percent
of all graduates achieve at least one certificate-level qualification.
These results are not based on luck but
draw on a strong academic foundation.
Primarily based on the Australian
Curriculum and Marzano’s New Taxonomy,
the School’s learning framework is
specifically tailored to meet the needs
and goals of each child. Through this,
our intention is to instil higher-order
thinking processes and a dedication to
lifelong learning.
As an inclusive, non-selective school, the
School works to ensure that every student
has a valid academic pathway that leads to
tertiary education or their chosen career.
Our curriculum offers a rich selection of
choices, including 36 senior subjects and
14 Vocational Educational Certificates.

The School’s curriculum also aims to
promote long-term student wellbeing and
resilience. We develop strategies with our
students to strengthen their relationships,
build positive emotions, enhance personal
resilience, promote mindfulness, and
encourage a healthy lifestyle.
The School’s dedicated teachers are the
key reason for this academic success.
As lifelong learners themselves, all our
teachers constantly evolve within their
roles as educators and mentors to their
students. To make sure they have the best
tools at their disposal, The Rockhampton
Grammar School offers a unique Master
of Education to all teachers – the only
program of its kind in Australia.
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RGS at a glance

1881

Number of staff

1,350
students
P-12

Teacher to student ratio

55%
boys

45%
girls

Year Established

7.5
Size of main campus

hectares

12

Global
School
Partnerships

36
Number of Senior
subjects offered

9

Number of
Headmasters
since 1881

14

36

Number of boarders

Early Learning – Year 12

Number of Vocational
Education Certificates
offered

Co-educational

1/12

334

over

310

Number of
co-curricular
sports/activities

“The best part of Boarding at
Rockhampton Grammar School
is making friends who will
be with you for life.”
Tessa, who has been boarding at Rockhampton
Grammar since Year 7.

YEARS 6-12

Boarding
a second home

Valuing its position as Queensland’s largest boarding school, RGS
is very much about the people who reside within it. Boarding has
formed the core of the School since our founding in 1881 and
continues to be a cornerstone of our School.

Conveniently located in one of
Queensland’s regional centres, we
are proud to be chosen by families
throughout Central Queensland, Far North
Queensland, the Northern Territory and
overseas. We also take the responsibility
seriously. More than a third of our
Secondary School students are boarders
and we do everything we can to make sure
they feel safe, comfortable and happy.
We also do everything we can to reassure
parents that they are surrounded by
the best care possible. From the very
beginning, our students form deep
connections with those around them. Our
staff provide the emotional and academic
support your child needs, while fellow
boarders become a diverse network of
friends made for life.
As a home, in addition to a school,
support services are available to RGS
boarders around-the-clock. Live-in teachers
and supervisors are on-hand 24 hours a
day, seven days a week to ensure that
boarders feel welcome and are supported
and cared for.
RGS is also fortunate to have a state-of
the-art Health Centre on campus that is
staffed by qualified and caring nurses.
The Health Centre provides a 24 hour
on-call service for all boarding students.
The School also has its own appointed
doctor and physiotherapist who regularly
visit the School.

As well as medical services, we cater
to other aspects of physical and mental
wellbeing. School psychologists and
a visiting Chaplain are available for
students to support their mental health
and personal development. A nutritionally
well-balanced diet is also provided at all
times and the dining room readily caters
for boarders with food allergies and
intolerances.
As a regional school, we are mindful
of the challenges that regional and
remote families face and understand
the difficulties that distance can make.
We work with parents to ensure that the
students are well supported and that
parents have regular contact with both
their children and boarding staff. On
designated boarders’ long weekends and
at the start and end of terms, we provide
bus services to a number of towns in
Central Queensland.
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“It doesn’t take a genius to
realise how special RGS is –
but it isn’t just about the bricks
and mortar. Nothing this special
ever just happens. Dedicated
and committed people make
it happen.”
RGS parent

6 WEEKS TO 5 YEARS

The early
years
The early years of a child’s life are full of questioning and curiosity.
At The Rockhampton Grammar School Early Learning Centre, we’re
here to help you answer some of those questions and inspire our
students to ask more.

their natural environment. With landscaped
natural playgrounds, wet play areas,
contemporary equipment and modern
learning spaces, every space has been
designed to inspire curiosity and wonder.

The early years are crucial because it is
when your child starts to expand his or her
social circle. At RGS Early Learning, our
students can develop strong bonds with
educators and meet lifelong friends. Staff
at the Centre are trained and experienced
in all areas of early education and care,
ensuring your child is not just looked after
– but really cared for.
Located nearby the main School campus,
our Early Learning facilities are the perfect
place to grow and play. Children in various
stages of development – from 6 weeks to
5 years old – are encouraged to explore

We are proud to be a family-orientated
school, so we also offer a Kindy Unit on
the main RGS Primary campus, in addition
to the long-hour kindy rooms at the Early
Learning Centre. The Kindy Unit follows
standard school hours and school holidays
to help parents make the most of family
time at home.
Both of our Kindy programmes use the
main RGS campus and staff for specialty
classes such as Art, Physical Education
and Music. This means that our students
are part of the wider school community,
helping them make a seamless transition
into RGS Prep when the time comes.
Above all else, our goal at The
Rockhampton Grammar School Early
Learning Centre is to provide a safe and
fun home away from home for your child
and give you the comfort that they are
getting the best start in life.
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“The teachers here make
learning really fun – they really
care about you.”
RGS Primary student

PREP TO YEAR 6

The primary
years
To spark curiosity from an early age, we use a student-based learning
framework in our Primary School. This means we design learning
experiences that recognise and respond to the individual needs of
each of our students. In doing so, our Primary students can absorb
knowledge in a way that works for them.

To encourage our students to be as
creative and stimulated as possible,
we offer a broad range of co-curricular
opportunities. We believe that real
learning, especially at such a young age,
shouldn’t be limited to the classroom. As
such, RGS Primary students can make
the most of our extensive facilities, which
include specialty music, art, computer and
cooking rooms, an indoor multi-purpose
hall and modern classrooms.
From the classroom to after-school
activities, our teachers show their
dedication and commitment in everything
they do. A balance between male and
female teachers ensures your child will
have high calibre role models to guide
them through this important life phase.
Specialist teachers provide in-depth
knowledge in subject areas such as art,
physical education, cooking, music, STEM
and japanese.
With all this on offer, RGS Primary students
emerge from their primary schooling
years as articulate, confident and resilient
learners, ready to continue their education
in the Secondary School.

Getting off to the right start at RGS also
teaches our Primary students to respect
themselves and others. We believe
that through consistent and positive
behaviour management, we can nurture
exemplary members of the community.
The Rockhampton Grammar School
offers a Before and After School Care
programme for Primary aged students
to assist families with diverse work and
home commitments. A Vacation Care
programme also operates over the school
holidays. Students in these user-pays
programmes have access to dedicated
learning and play spaces and participate
in a variety of organised activities, both on
and off campus.
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“We want all of our children
to develop their confidence,
character and personal
sense of worth.”
Dr Phillip Moulds, Headmaster

YEARS 7-12

The secondary
years
The teenage years are a critically important time – when a student
transitions from a child to a young adult. No one teaching strategy
can match this dynamic period of growth and personal development.
That’s why we bring together the best research and people to cater for
a diverse group of students, taking into account their abilities, needs,
interests and learning styles.
Our Form teachers and Heads of Year will
always be an accessible point of contact,
responsible for the pastoral wellbeing
of the students, as well as academic
progress.
These strong relationships between staff
and students is based on mutual respect
at The Rockhampton Grammar School.
With this level of respect, our Secondary
students are given independence and
access to resources so they can flourish.
To start, we make sure our Year 7
students have everything they need to
navigate the transition from primary
to secondary education. Our Year 7
programme takes into account the specific
challenges of this time, ensuring students
have extra support and a safe space to
call home.
Throughout their secondary years with
us, pastoral care is an integral part of
our students’ experience. We provide
a positive, happy and supportive
environment which allows our young
people to mature and prosper.

Our Secondary School Tablet PC
programme is an integral digital resource
given to each student from Year 7
onwards. Every student is provided with
a wireless, portable personal computer
to call their own during their time at RGS.
While this digital resource is important for
encouraging independence, these devices
are purely intended to be an educational
tool for both students and teachers alike.
Senior students also enjoy a dedicated
library and a top floor outdoor terrace high
above the School grounds, which gives
them opportunities for group interaction,
individual reflection and focused study.
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Find
your passion

At The Rockhampton Grammar School, we believe a good
education is about more than developing skills our students already
have. Instead, it’s about giving them the space to try new things
and discover what they’re truly passionate about.

Our co-curricular offering
at RGS is a key part of our
difference, complementing
academic pursuits,
strengthening our community
and maintaining School
traditions. You can see a full list
of our secondary co-curricular
sports and activities below.

Our Co-curricular programme is designed
to give your child this space and
encourage all our students to have a go.
This is because we know that participation
from everyone is central to a successful
school, regardless of ability or experience.
Our extensive on-site facilities provide
plenty of opportunities to step out of the
box. Students make full use of an indoor
gymnasium, two sporting ovals, indoor
multi-purpose hall, dance studios, theatre,
music rooms, undercover arena, outdoor
Olympic size swimming pool, tennis and
netball courts, beach volleyball court and
cricket nets.
Off-site facilities are also available to
cater to sports that need more space.
We are proud to run an elite-class rowing
club along the Fitzroy River and a rugby
facility bordering the Botanic Gardens
(with both playing and training fields) as
part of the School’s extensive co-curricular
programme.

Co-Curricular
Sports

Co-Curricular
Activities

Athletics

Cadets

Australian Rules

Camp Drafting

Basketball
Cricket

Cattle Show
Team

Cross Country

Chess

Equestrian

Dance (Dance &
Musical Theatre
Academy)

Football
Futsal
Golf
Netball
Rowing
Rugby League
(boys and girls)
Rugby Union
(boys and girls)
Sport Aerobics
Swimming
Taekwon-do
Tennis
Touch

Duke of
Edinburgh
Hospitality
Maths Team
Challenge
Mooting
Music
Musical
OptiMinds
Photography
Public Speaking
Robotics

Triathlon
Volleyball
Water Polo
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Beyond
the classroom

A Rockhampton Grammar education gives your child
real-world experience, beyond the four walls of a classroom
or a school campus.

Ritamada, the School’s beach-front
education facility, forms the backbone
of the School’s Outdoor Education
programme. Set on 82-hectares along the
Capricorn Coast, Ritamada takes students
away from the routine of the classroom
and extends curriculum into the great
outdoors where they learn valuable
life skills.
Courses and activities ranging from
challenge ropes courses to sea kayaking
are conducted within a challenge-bychoice philosophy and an atmosphere of
encouragement, support and fun.
The School’s Outdoor Education
programme also gives RGS students
the chance to see the wider world and
understand their place in it. Accompanied
by our passionate staff, Year 10 students
can travel widely in Australia and overseas
to participate in environmental and
community sustainability projects.
Students return from these experiences
with lifelong memories and skills. By
virtue of getting them to step out of their
comfort zone, outdoor education at RGS
helps students break down barriers and
feel more confident in their abilities.

As a result, students are left with improved
communication, teamwork and leadership
skills to prepare them for the next phase in
their lives.
As Grammarians, agriculture runs thick
in our blood, and is a fundamental part
of our core business. RGS Agriculture is
embedded across the curriculum, from
primary all the way through senior school
and on to accelerated tertiary courses.
The School’s agricultural programme is
supported by a demonstration farm just a
few minutes’ drive from the main campus
as well as a working cattle property and
research facility nearby.
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Our School
Belmont Station
26km

RGS Rowing
Club 4km

Rockhampton
Base Hospital

Cricket
nets
Beach
volleyball
court
P

Upper
oval

Primary
Reception

Lower
oval

Theatre/Dance
studio

Indoor
multipurpose
hall

R
Main
Reception

Year 7 Birkbeck
building
Tennis
courts

Gymnasium

50m
pool

Rugby
Park 3km
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Port Curtis
Farm 6km

RGS
Early Learning
Centre 300m

Ritamada
outdoor
education 50km
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Our friendly enrolments
team are here to guide you
through the application
process and answer any
questions you may have.
Contact the School
Registrar at:
1300 GRAMMAR
registrar@rgs.qld.edu.au

What next?
Now that you’ve read all about what we offer at The Rockhampton Grammar School,
we hope you have a real sense of what it means to be part of our school community.
When you are ready and have decided you would like to join the Rockhampton Grammar
community, please take note of the following steps:

Step One:

Step Two:

Step Three:

The first step is submitting an
application for admission with
the School, which includes all
supporting documentation. You
can do this in a number of ways.

Vacancies permitting, your
child will be invited to attend
an enrolment interview at the
School in the year prior to
nominated entry.

• By completing the application
online via the RGS website,

Students applying for Prep
– Year 6 will meet with the
Head of Primary, and students
applying for entry in Years
7 – 12 will meet with the
relevant Head of Year, who will
oversee the student’s academic
progress and pastoral care.

Following the interview,
the Registrar will offer the
prospective student a place,
or inform the family that a
place is not available. Offers
are made at the discretion of
the Headmaster.

Application

• By filling out a hard copy and
emailing it or posting it back
to the School. There’s a hard
copy of the application form in
your Prospectus pack or you
can download one from the
RGS website.
To complete an application, a
$60 non-refundable application
fee will be due.
We highly recommend
applications are submitted at
least two years prior to year of
commencement.

Interview

All families will be taken on a
full school tour as part of this
process.
Boarding students will also
meet with relevant Boarding
staff and tour the Boarding
facilities.

32 \ THE ROCKHAMPTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

Offer

Step Four:

Acceptance
of offer
To accept the offer of a place
at the School, parents must
sign an enrolment contract
and complete other relevant
documentation, including
census data and medical
information. A $400 nonrefundable processing fee
will also be due at this time.
The enrolment will not be
confirmed until the enrolment
processing fee is paid, and all
required forms are returned.

Step Five:

Orientation
Orientation packages for new
students are distributed in Term
4 of the year prior to entry, and
contain everything they need
to commence at RGS the
following year.
All new students, from Prep –
Year 12, attend an orientation
day prior to the full school
returning in January.
Incoming Year 7 students
will have the opportunity to
attend additional orientation
sessions in the year prior to
commencement, to help ease
the transition into secondary
school. New Year 7 and 8
boarding students will be invited
to attend an orientation weekend
at the School in late November.

Every day is an Open Day at
The Rockhampton Grammar School
We invite you to put a face to the name and experience
the beautiful grounds, accommodating staff and friendly
students for yourself. You can book a tour any time
with our enrolments team.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
Archer Street, Rockhampton Queensland 4700
07 49 360 600
Non-denominational, Co-educational, Boarding and Day School
Prep to Year 12, Early Learning Centre (6 weeks to 5 years)
Enrolment enquiries
1300 GRAMMAR
registrar@rgs.qld.edu.au
www.rgs.qld.edu.au
CRICOS: 00507F
ABN: 71 055 702 035

