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When you arrive at The Rockhampton
Grammar School, you’re not just joining
the best boarding school in Central
Queensland, you are becoming part of a
thriving community. A place where your
son or daughter will enjoy their formative
years. A place that will become their
second home. A place where you and your
family will always feel welcome, connected
and proud to be a Grammarian.
The Rockhampton Grammar School
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What I love about Grammar is how
supportive everyone is
Ethan switched to The Rockhampton Grammar
School in Year 10 as he wanted to improve his ATAR
score and be close to home in Biloela. What he
didn’t expect was the feeling that he joined ‘one big
happy family.’
“From the very beginning, everyone was just
friendly. The facilities and opportunities here at
Grammar are incredible, but the people were just so
easygoing and welcoming.
“Ultimately, I want to become a doctor and
Grammar has made a tremendous difference
to me.”
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Secondary students at
RGS are boarders

Welcome home
Boarding has formed the core of our School since
our founding in 1881. Conveniently located in one of
Queensland’s largest regional centres, we are proud to
be chosen by families throughout Central Queensland, as
well as Far North Queensland and the Northern Territory,
who want their children to feel safe and to achieve their
personal best.

From the very beginning, our students form deep
connections with those around them. Our staff provide the
emotional and academic support your child needs in the
transition to secondary school, where students can build a
diverse network of friends for life.
Live-in teachers and supervisors are on hand 24 hours
a day, seven days a week to ensure that boarders feel
welcome and are supported and cared for.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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“	Boarding at RGS has helped
shape me into the person I
am today. And for that, it will
always hold a special place
in my heart.”
Ruby, School Vice-Captain, 2021
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A thriving community
When it comes to health and happiness, we understand
that what happens outside the classroom can be just as
important as what happens inside.
For a student to thrive in their life and studies, it is
essential that they feel safe, welcome and appreciated.
They also want to feel connected to their classmates,
teachers and family and we strive to build these bonds
from the moment they join us.

The Rockhampton Grammar School also gives our
boarders opportunities to engage with the world outside
school. Whether raising funds through a sausage sizzle
to support the Cancer Council, donating their time at the
local retirement village, or travelling to Nepal or Borneo
to lend a helping hand in constructing a hospital, our
young men and women are proud to make a difference
in their community.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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“	Firstly, mums want to
know that their child
will be well looked after.”
Raquel Mangin, Head of Girls Boarding
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We’ll take good care of them
Our number one priority is the safety of our students.
We recognise the responsibility of having more than
300 children sleeping under our roof each night and we
work hard to ensure that every one of them feels safe,
comfortable and happy.
To make the transition to boarding school as smooth as
it can be, we run an orientation programme where new
boarders are invited to come and stay for a few nights
at the end of November. We make sure that both parents
and students know about the opportunities available to
them and are prepared for the challenges of living away
from home.

We also understand the difficulties that distance can
make. We ensure parents have regular contact with
both their children and boarding staff. We also provide
a programme of services to support their wellbeing
and personal development and have a full-time staff of
nurses and psychologists. And come long weekends
and end of term, we provide bus services to a number
of towns throughout Central Queensland.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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“	The responsibility to take care of students
in their youth is very great, to be sure that
they tread the right road, and face the
right direction; at the same time not to
educate them excessively, not to influence
the desire of the young to be happy: they
have the right to be happy.”
Henry Arthur Kellow, Headmaster, 1912-1935
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Grow in character and scholarship
For over 140 years, the School has produced outstanding
men and women who have been guided by the motto,
Macte Virtute Et Litteris, or Grow in Character and Scholarship.
These are not merely words. They animate the spirit of
everything for which the School stands. Students are offered
a multi-faceted education based not only on academics,
but also on the expectation that they will participate in
co-curricular activities, sport and community service. The
holistic nature of the student experience makes our School
the most sought-after in Central Queensland.

Over 37% of our
students received
an ATAR over 90.00
in 2020

We also know that resilience and hard work are important
values. From towns and properties throughout Central
Queensland and beyond, each boarder brings his or her own
experiences, backgrounds, talents and skills to the School.
In this environment, students learn and challenge each other,
instilling strength of character and a love of learning.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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RGS wins High School
Percentile Cup Campdraft
A team of thirteen passionate students represented
Rockhampton Grammar for the first time at the High
School Percentile Cup Campdraft in Pittsworth.
Despite tough competition from 190 students
representing 26 schools, The Rockhampton
Grammar School team performed outstandingly,
winning the Cup.
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36
Co-curricular activities
available to boarders

A world of possibility
Situated on 7.5 hectares, The Rockhampton Grammar
School’s beautifully landscaped main campus houses
over 110 classrooms, an indoor gymnasium, two
sporting ovals, an Olympic size outdoor swimming pool,
tennis and volleyball courts, undercover play areas, a
healthcare centre, a modern theatre, dance studios and
music rooms.
The School’s agricultural programme and show cattle
team maintain and run the School’s demonstration farm,
just a few minutes drive away from the main campus.
With cattle, alpacas, sheep, chickens, fruit trees, cotton
and coffee, the farm is a home away from home for our
many boarding students. It complements Belmont Station,
a working cattle property and research facility, located

nearby and used by RGS Agriculture students.
Ritamada, the School’s outdoor education campus,
takes students away from the routine of the classroom
and extends the curriculum into the great outdoors.
Surrounded by green hills and coral-filled seas, they
learn valuable life skills and self-confidence in a safe and
stimulating environment.
A state-of-the-art air-conditioned multi-purpose hall caters
for indoor sports such as basketball, netball, futsal,
badminton, volleyball and table tennis. The Rockhampton
Grammar School is proud of its elite partnerships with
professional teams and peak sporting bodies such as
the North Queensland Cowboys, Queensland Cricket and
Rowing Queensland.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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“	What I like the most about
Grammar is that it has clearly
demonstrated an interest and
compassion for families from
geographically isolated areas.
They just get it.”
Lynise Conaghan, who sent her three children to
The Rockhampton Grammar School
12
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Financial assistance available from
the Isolated Children Boarding
Allowance, subject to parental
income and actual boarding costs*

Support for regional and remote families
The Rockhampton Grammar School is mindful of the
challenges that regional and remote families face, and
we work with parents to ensure that the students are
supported. As well as ensuring regular contact, our
agricultural facilities and activities enable students from
rural backgrounds to maintain their connection to the land
and thrive with a more interactive style of learning.

We often co-host parent barbeques where the
Headmaster, heads of boarding, boarding staff and
students visit our boarders’ family properties.
We also provide bus services to many towns and districts
throughout Central Queensland at the end of term.

*https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/
assistance-for-isolated-children-scheme

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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FAQs
How many students board at RGS and where do they
come from?
RGS is home to over 300 boarders. There are between 40
and 60 boarders in each year level, spread across boys
and girls. While the majority of our boarders hail from
regional and remote Central Queensland, it is also home
to students from Far North Queensland, the Northern
Territory and overseas.
At what age can my child start boarding at RGS?
Students can board at The Rockhampton Grammar School
from Year 6.
Who will be looking after my child?
In each year level, both Girls and Boys boarding has a
dedicated Head of Year. Heads of Year live on or near
campus with their families, readily accessible to the
boarders in their care. The Heads of Year are supported
by a Head of Boys/Girls Boarding, the Director of
Boarding and a number of casual boarding staff, many of
whom are past RGS boarders.
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What is the structure of study?
All boarders are required to complete ‘Prep’ (homework
time) each evening from Sunday through to Thursday.
Younger students are supervised in classrooms at set
times each evening. Older students work on a flexi-prep
schedule where they complete Prep each evening at a
time that is suitable to them and does not clash with cocurricular commitments. All Prep sessions are supervised
by teaching and boarding staff who provide support with
homework, assignments and preparation for exams.
What happens if my child becomes ill?
RGS is fortunate to have a state-of-the-art health centre
on campus that is staffed by qualified and caring nurses.
The health centre provides a 24 hour on-call service for all
boarding students. The School also has its own appointed
doctor and physiotherapist who regularly visit the
School. Parents may direct their child to visit a medical
professional of their choice, however all appointments
must be made through the health centre. For infectious,
severe or prolonged illness, it is recommended that the
students be cared for at home.

What do boarders do on the weekends?

What is the food like for boarders?

Boarders are provided with opportunities to participate
in a range of activities over the weekends, both on and
off campus. These activities include shopping, cinemas,
cooking, movie and pizza nights, fishing and beach trips,
just to name a few. Boarders enjoy after-hours access
to the School’s modern facilities such as the 50m pool,
gym, Duggan Hall (indoor sports hall), tennis courts,
cricket nets, volleyball court and playing fields. Boarders
are encouraged to join the School’s comprehensive
co-curricular programme which includes 35 sports and
activities including rugby union/league, netball, show
cattle, cricket, music, cadets and much more.

The School’s dining room has its own fully equipped
industrial kitchen staffed by qualified chefs and catering
staff. A nutritionally well-balanced diet is provided at all
times and fresh fruit, salads, cold meats, breads and
spreads are available at every meal and throughout the
day. The dining room readily caters for boarders with food
allergies or intolerances.

Can I visit my child on the weekends?
Absolutely! All reasonable requests for leave with parents
will be approved. The extent of leave is not restricted by
the School and is at the discretion of parents. The only
consideration we ask is that leave should not diminish the
opportunity of the student to attain the highest outcomes
which they are capable of, and maintain an extensive
connection with the boarding community.

Will my child have access to a computer?
All students at RGS are issued with a tablet computer.
Boarders are permitted to use these tablets outside school
hours for Prep and recreational purposes. All school tablets
are wirelessly connected to the School’s internet and
shared drives, however there are restrictions on particular
websites, including many social media platforms.
Who does the laundry for the boarders?
The School operates a full laundry service at no extra cost
to parents. Some older boarders may prefer to use the
washing machines available to them in their dormitories.

The Rockhampton Grammar School
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A lifetime of friendships
Our students continue to thrive long after they leave our
grounds. The deep bond and affection that comes from
living in close quarters with your friends and peers is
a valuable experience. The respect, trust, empathy and
cooperation that boarding school builds will continue to
prove its worth no matter which path your child chooses
to take in the future.
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Parents, teachers, students and alumni will always
be part of the Grammar family – and we hope you will
join us soon.

While I love going back home,
I also love being with my friends
at school.
Tessa is a Year 12 student who has been
boarding at Rockhampton Grammar since Year 7.
Her family lives on a feedlot about two hours
from Rockhampton.
“To be honest, I never really feel homesick. On
the initial drive down to Rockhampton, I was
excited to meet so many new people. And while I
love going back home, I also love being with my
friends at school.”
“I guarantee that anyone who is thinking about
boarding at Rockhampton Grammar School will
make friends who will be with you for life.”

Watch Tessa’s story on our website

We’re proud that Rockhampton Grammar students
emerge into society educated, well-rounded and confident,
equipped to pursue their ambitions, secure in their
sense of self, and armed with the capacity to seize the
opportunities and confront the challenges that life will
place in their way.
For details on an enrolment application or to
arrange a visit to the School, please contact
the Registrar:
registrar@rgs.qld.edu.au
1300 GRAMMAR

The Rockhampton Grammar School
Archer Street, Rockhampton Queensland 4700
07 49 360 600
Non-denominational, Co-educational, Boarding and Day School
Prep to Year 12, Early Learning Centre (6 weeks to 5 years)
www.rgs.qld.edu.au
CRICOS: 00507F
ABN: 71 055 702 035

