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Kellie Dixon

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL MUSIC TOOWOOMBA
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Tuesday, 6 May 2025 575 150 YEARS 2025

Subject: Junior School Orchestra Program

Dear Parents

Playing in a full orchestra is a wonderful experience for String, Woodwind, Brass and Percussion

students. We recognise that our boys are committed members of various sporting and music groups and
for this reason we run an annual Orchestra Program. The program usually runs for approximately 8 weeks
across the end of Term 2 and beginning of Term 3, leading up to a performance at the Toowoomba
Eisteddfod in Term 3.

All members of the String Ensemble are invited to be involved in the Orchestra, along with all brass boys
who are current members of the Concert Band. The woodwind section will be made up of flutes, clarinets
and bass clarinets from Concert Band. Please note there will be no saxophones in our Orchestra. The
percussion section has limited parts, so unfortunately not all percussionists from Concert Band will
automatically be included in the Orchestra. Boys who play the saxophone or percussion in Concert Band
will be considered to play percussion in the Orchestra. All boys will be considered, however, selection will
be based upon Year level, ability level, commitment to Concert band and regular attendance at our
regular weekly rehearsals. | have been observing the saxophone and percussion players in Concert Band
rehearsals during Term 1 to ascertain who will be included in the percussion section for Orchestra. It
would be lovely to include all boys, however, with limited percussion parts this may not be possible. Boys
who are selected for the percussion section of the Orchestra will be notified prior to the first rehearsal.

In order to prepare the Orchestra for our Eisteddfod performance, weekly rehearsals will commence in
Week 5. Rehearsal times for Term 3 will be released closer to the date. Term 2 rehearsals will occur from
the second half of lunch (1.10pm) to the end of DEAR (2.10pm) on Mondays from Week 5 onwards. Please
note that Orchestra rehearsals take precedence over all other commitments, including Leader’s meetings
and Sails Assembly.
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Please note that the rehearsal times are for this term only. Boys will need to bring a TGS or navy
blue display folder (this may be one that he is currently using for another ensemble) with their
orchestra music in, and their instrument to each rehearsal.

e Monday, 19 May (week 5),1.10pm - 2.10pm
e Monday, 26 May (week 6),1.10pm - 2.10pm
e Monday, 2 June (week 7),1.10pm - 2.10pm
e Monday, 9 June (week 8),1.10pm - 2.10pm
e Monday, 16 June (week 9),1.10pm - 2.10pm

As this is not an ensemble which rehearses for the duration of the year, we do require that boys are
organised and on time for each rehearsal. On rehearsal days, boys should eat their lunch, then move to
the Music Room when the first bell rings at 1.10pm.

Both Miss Teresa Brix (string tutor) and | look forward to working with your son this year with our annual
Orchestra Program. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
Kellie Dixon

Head of Junior School Music
k.dixon@twgs.qld.edu.au



