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At Swan Valley Anglican Community School, our mission is to inspire our students to be the best 
they can be whatever pathway they choose. 
 
Our Learner Profile 
 
In an ever-changing world, we strive to develop aspirational and accountable young people 
within a culturally aware environment. 
 
Each child is known and inspired to approach learning in ways that promote curiosity, creativity, 
collaboration and independence. 
 
Each child will pursue a learning journey in which individual perspective and voice is valued. 
 
Our students will be: 
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The Year 7 Curriculum at Swan Valley Anglican Community School is developed from the 
Western Australian Curriculum. The Western Australian curriculum prescribes the content 
and achievement standards. This is used to plan authentic and meaningful learning 
experiences to prepare students to be future ready. Assessment of student progress is 
conducted through the provision of varied assessment tasks appropriate to interests, learning 
preferences and readiness. 

 

 
Subject Length of Study 

English Full Year 

French: Second Language Full Year 

Health Education Full Year 

Humanities and Social Sciences Full Year 

Mathematics Full Year 

Physical Education Full Year 

Religious Education Full Year 

Science Full Year 

 
Technologies 
Digital Technologies 
Food 
Woodwork and Metalwork 
Textiles 

 
 
 

One subject each Term 

The Arts 
Dance 
Drama 
Music 
Visual Arts 

 
 
 

One subject each Term 

YEAR 7 

SUMMARY OF YEAR 7 SUBJECTS 
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ENGLISH 
 
In the Year 7 English course, students will engage with a range of texts and text types, including novels, 
films, poetry, plays and short stories. Through the study of these texts, students will develop strong 
comprehension skills and learn to read or view texts critically in order to construct meaning. Students will 
refine their writing skills by composing texts for a variety of purposes and audiences, such as essays, short 
stories and persuasive speeches. In addition, students will explore visual literacy by creating a film poster, 
demonstrating their ability to communicate meaning through visual elements. The course also provides 
opportunities for students to build confidence and in spoken communication through the delivery of an 
oral presentation. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• How to read and interpret various text types 
• Consideration of various representations of historical, cultural and social contexts 
• Analysis of how images, vocabulary choices and language features work to create meaning 
• Correct and experiment with usages of grammar for precision and effect 
• How to evaluate and integrate ideas and information from texts to form independent 

interpretations 
• Comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse texts 
• How to structure various textual forms for an intended effect 
• Verbal and non-verbal presentation skills.  

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Oral presentations 
• Film Poster 
• Essays 
• Narratives 
• Poetry 
• Persuasive Speeches 
• Comprehending Responses.

SUBJECTS 
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FRENCH: SECOND LANGUAGE 
 
The students will learn about French culture through exploring how people greet and address each 
other in different situations, and by comparing celebrations and traditions in French speaking 
countries with those in their own culture. You will exchange information about yourselves and others 
using strategies that support the development of confidence and accuracy in the language. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• About France and Francophone countries 
• Greetings and Introductions: formal and informal 
• Numbers, Ages, Colours 
• Days, Months and Birthdays 
• Family 
• Describing yourself and others 
• Pets 
• Hobbies and pastimes 
• Key cultural celebrations: La Chandeleur, Bastille Day, La Fête des Rois, and other 

Francophone festivities. 
 

Types of Assessments: 
 

• Listening tasks 
• Speaking activities 
• Multiple choice tasks 
• Reading activities.



Year 7 Course Handbook 2027 Page 6 of 20 

 

 

HEALTH EDUCATION 
 
In Year 7, the content focusses on students' knowledge, understanding and skills to help them achieve 
successful outcomes in personal, social, movement and online situations. You will learn how to take 
positive action to enhance their health, safety and wellbeing by applying problem-solving and effective 
communication skills, and through a range of preventive health practices. The topics focused on are: 
Puberty, Bullying, Healthy Active Living and Nutrition. There is also additional focus on the following 
areas which are explored throughout the four main topics above: Cyber Safety, Consent & First Aid. 

 
You will learn: 
 

• Specific strategies associated with safe online behaviour 
• How to demonstrate appropriate behaviour in online environments 
• How to be an upstander and support yourself and others when bullying is apparent 
• How to develop, maintain and foster positive relationships 
• The health and social benefits of physical activity in various settings 
• Ways to maintain or increase levels of physical activity 
• Evaluate a range of health practices for young people to avoid and manage risks 
• A basic understanding of safe first aid practices 
• How to give, ask for, deny and recognise aspects of consent 
• How to evaluate good nutrition and apply this to daily eating practices. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Puberty Informative Resource 
• Bullying in class test 
• Fitness testing logbook 
• Nutrition in class test.
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HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 
 
In Civics and Citizenship, students continue to build on their understanding of the concepts of the 
Westminster system and democracy by examining the key features of Australia’s democracy, and how it is 
shaped through the Australian Constitution and constitutional change. The concepts of justice, rights and 
responsibilities are further developed through a focus on Australia’s legal system. 
 
In Economics and Business, an understanding of the concepts of making choices and allocation is further 
developed through a focus on the interdependence of consumers and producers in the market, and the 
characteristics of successful businesses, including how innovation and entrepreneurial behaviour 
contribute to business success. 
 
In Geography, the concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability and change 
continue to be developed as a way of thinking and enable students to inquire into the nature of water as a 
natural resource. The concept of place is expanded through students’ investigation of the liveability of their 
own locality. They apply this understanding to a wide range of places and environments on the full range 
of scales, from local to global, and in a range of locations. 
 
In History, students develop their historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, 
continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. These 
concepts are investigated within the historical context of how we know about the Deep Time History of 
Australia and the world’s oldest continuous cultures, and the development of ancient societies. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• Critical thinking and skill application, including questioning, researching, analysing, evaluating, 
communicating and reflecting 

• How to apply these skills to investigate events, developments, issues and phenomena, both 
historical and contemporary 

• How to determine usefulness of primary and/or secondary sources for a purpose. When 
interpreting sources, students identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and 
opinion 

• To construct a range of questions and use a variety of methods to select, collect and organise 
information and/or data from appropriate sources 

• To interpret information and/or data to identify points of view/perspectives, relationships and/or 
trends, and to sequence events and developments 

• How to draw simple evidence-based conclusions in a range of contexts 
• To use subject-specific terminology and concepts, provide evidence from a range of sources to 

support conclusions, and acknowledge these sources. 
 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Extended response 
• Short answer test 
• Investigation/Inquiry 
• Data analysis – source analysis, mapping 
• Fieldwork.



Year 7 Course Handbook 2027 Page 8 of 20 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 
In Year 7 Mathematics, students work with a growing range of numbers, including positive and negative 
integers, and learn to calculate more efficiently. They start to understand proportional situations and are 
introduced to algebra, which helps them think more abstractly. This gives them the foundation they need 
to model real situations using mathematical ideas. 
 
Students also begin using more formal mathematical language and notation in geometry and measurement. 
They learn about parallel lines, transformations on the Cartesian plane, and different types of triangles, as 
well as how time zones work within Australia. They build on their knowledge of perimeter, area and volume 
by turning these into general formulas. In probability and statistics, students construct simple sample 
spaces, run basic chance experiments and simulations, and learn to represent, summarise and critique data. 

 
You will learn: 
 

• Calculating with Integers 
• Index notation, and the relationship between perfect squares and square roots 
• Percentages, fractions and decimals 
• Solving linear equations 
• Coordinate points and linear graphs 
• Measurement, including time, perimeter, area and volume 
• Geometric notation and conventions 
• Angle properties and relationships 
• Statistics and graphical representations of data 
• Chance, including creating sample spaces. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Class activities 
• Tests 
• Investigations.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Physical Education in Year 7 provides students with an understanding of the skills needed for confident 
participation in sporting activities. It will take a ‘Game Sense’ approach giving opportunities to develop 
knowledge and skills in a range of sports. Students will focus on developing strategic awareness, based 
on performance in structured game play. 
 
This program is designed to complement the Co-Curricular and Inter-House sports programs. The 
Game Sense approach allows the students to engage in decision making, within sports that are 
grouped according to net/wall (eg tennis, volleyball, badminton), striking sports (eg softball, cricket), 
invasion games (eg netball, football, ultimate frisbee). It will also include individual carnival sports (eg 
cross country and athletics). The aim of the course is for you to achieve a level of competence and 
understanding that you may participate in various sports at the interschool, inter-House or social game 
level, and that you maintain an involvement in regular physical activity upon leaving school. 
 
You will also be given understanding of basic scientific principles such as how physical activity can 
improve elements of health and fitness. In competitive contexts, students participate ethically and 
demonstrate simple tactics. 

 
You will learn: 
 

• Practical skills in a range of sports 
• How physical activity can improve health and fitness 
• Simple tactics to improve team performance 
• Cooperation and teamwork 
• Rules of game play in various sports 
• Application of fair play and ethical behaviour. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Skilled performance 
• Strategic awareness 
• Participation and interaction. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Religious Education is a compulsory academic subject designed to be an engaging and intellectually 
stimulating program that nurtures students spiritually. The Religious Education classroom is an 
environment in which you are encouraged to investigate, learn, question, debate, and reflect on the truth-
claims and truth-content of both religious and secular thinking. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• The Bible and Christian Beliefs - the authorship, content and structure of the Bible as well as its 
historical context. This includes, the core Christian beliefs 

• The Story of the Church and of Anglicanism - its significant festivals, rites and ceremonies and its 
witness in the world 

• Meditation Prayer and Worship - the value of silence, meditation, worship and prayer.  
 

Types of Assessments: 
 

• Term-unit workbooks 
• Quizzes 
• Research Tasks 
• Stimulus Response 
• Class participation and discussion. 
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SCIENCE 
 
In Year 7, students explore the diversity of life on Earth and continue to develop their understanding of the 
role of classification in ordering and organising information. They use and develop models, such as food 
chains and food webs, to represent energy flow in ecosystems and predict impacts of human activity. They 
use the particle theory to explain the motion and arrangement of atoms and molecules in the different 
states of matter and select appropriate techniques to separate pure substances from mixtures. They 
explore different types of celestial objects, investigate relationships in the Earth-Sun-Moon system and use 
models to predict and explain events. They consider the impact of forces acting on objects, represent and 
predict the effects of unbalanced forces on motion and determine the type of mechanical advantage 
provided by simple machines. 
 
You will learn: 
 
Biological sciences 
 

• Classification helps to order and organise the diversity of life on Earth into a hierarchy from 
kingdom to species; classification tools, including dichotomous keys, can be developed and used 
to classify organisms. 

• Food chains and food webs can be used to represent energy flow in ecosystems and predict 
possible impacts of human activity. 
 

Chemical sciences 
 

• Properties of the different states of matter can be explained by the motion and arrangement of 
particles; states can change with the addition or removal of energy. 

• Mixtures, including solutions, contain a combination of pure substances that can be separated 
using a range of techniques, including decantation, filtration, evaporation, crystallisation, 
chromatography and distillation. 
 

Earth and space sciences 
 

• Celestial objects can be classified as planets, stars, moons, asteroids, meteors, comets, 
constellations and galaxies; planets in our solar system have distinguishing features, including 
composition, temperature, size, orbit, rotation, tilt of axis, moons and rings. 

• Predictable phenomena on Earth caused by its position relative to the Sun and the Moon, 
including lunar phases, eclipses, seasons and tides. 
 

Physical sciences 
 

• Change to an object’s motion is caused by unbalanced forces, including friction, gravitational, 
magnetic and electrostatic forces; the unit of measurement for force is the newton. 

• Simple machines, including levers, inclined planes and wheels and axles, provide a mechanical 
advantage, including force, distance and speed advantage.
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SCIENCE CONT. 
 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Science Understanding and content 
• Science Investigative skills 
• Science Investigative skills 
• Theory tests and research application 
• Practical tasks: procedure given 
• Investigative tasks: procedure guidance.
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
 
This subject is designed to develop students’ understanding and ability in Digital Technologies. You 
will study units in networking, data gathering, and how binary numbers are used in data 
representation. 

 
You will learn: 
 

• Hardware and software 
• Identification of Network types 
• Hardware components of a network 
• To identify ways digital systems represent text, image and audio data 
• Collection, management and analysis of information using relevant software, and create 

data to model objects 
• A range of techniques such as: use of appropriate digital technical terms and technologies to 

design and develop, review by considering constraints and communicate design ideas, plans 
and processes 

• The creation of digital solutions considering the user experience of a digital system that 
allows for choices to be made within a user interface 

• To work independently and collaboratively, to plan, develop and communicate ideas and 
information, when using digital management processes. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Written tests 
• Visual representations (design) 
• Portfolios and work samples 
• Production.

TECHNOLOGIES 
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TECHNOLOGIES: Food 
 
Welcome to your introduction to the exciting world of Food Technology! This course marks the 
beginning of your lifelong journey with food, encompassing both investigation and culinary 
techniques. Throughout the term, you will acquire and refine new skills and knowledge for 
understanding food preparation, cooking, safety, and hygiene. The course focuses on key areas such 
as food preparation, hygiene, and kitchen organisation, creating a variety of delicious and nutritious 
dishes while learning essential cooking principles, including reading and following recipes, weighing 
and measuring ingredients accurately, and using different kitchen equipment safely and effectively. 
Each week, you will blend theoretical knowledge with practical application, working in a safe kitchen 
environment and collaborating in teams to investigate, design, produce, and evaluate your design 
challenge activities. As part of the course, you and a partner will take on a design brief to create your 
own pizza, applying the learnt skills and techniques. You will build a solid foundation in food 
technology, enabling you to confidently create delicious and nutritious meals. 

 
You will learn: 
 

• Weighing and measuring techniques 
• Key kitchen organisation 
• Knife safety – introduction to precision cuts 
• Food safety and Hygiene 
• Food presentation 
• Nutrition 
• Food Preparation Methods. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Production 
• Visual representation (design) 
• Written tests 
• Project management.
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TECHNOLOGIES: Woodwork and Metalwork 
 
The focus of this course is production experiences. The course is designed to introduce students to 
working with materials - in particular wood, acrylic and metal, hand tools, some power tools and some 
larger machines. The course begins with simple projects gradually increasing in difficulty with some 
requiring design input from the students. Practical work is the focus with each project having a theory 
component. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• Safety procedures 
• Project design and evaluation 
• Time management 
• How to use hand tools such as tenon saws, chisels, files, measuring and marking tools 
• How to operate power tools such as sanders, cordless drills and scroll saws 
• How to operate machinery such as the disc sander, wood lathe and drill press 
• Computer numerically Controlled (CNC) operation such as the laser cutter. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Visual representation (design) 
• Investigate/Ideate 
• Production 
• Portfolios and work samples 
• Evaluating 
• Project management.
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TECHNOLOGIES: Textiles 
 

During the Year 7 Textiles program, students are introduced to the world of textiles through fun and 
practical projects that build confidence and foundational skills in basic hand sewing techniques. This 
program supports learning across the Technology Process, Materials, and Technology Skills curriculum 
strands. 
 
Students begin by learning how to safely and effectively use textile tools and equipment. They explore 
the properties and uses of different materials and develop their practical skills through the creation 
of a felt fridge magnet, using a variety of decorative hand embroidery stitches. 
 
This engaging introduction to Textiles encourages problem-solving, boosts confidence, and lays the 
foundation for future design and sewing projects. 
 
You will learn: 

 
• Develop creativity and craftsmanship through hands-on tasks 
• Apply the design process to plan and evaluate their projects 
• Work both independently and collaboratively 
• Learn to follow safety procedures and manage tools responsibly 
• Transfer theoretical knowledge into practical outcomes. 

 
Types of Assessments: 

 
• Visual representation (design) 
• Investigate/Ideate 
• Production 
• Portfolios and work samples 
• Evaluating 
• Project management 
• Written tests.
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DANCE 
 
In Year 7 Dance, students build an understanding of improvising and experimenting with the elements 
of dance (BEST) and choreographic devices to create dance that communicates an idea. They improve 
their dance skills, focusing on developing technical competence in relation to body control, accuracy, 
posture/alignment, strength, flexibility, balance and coordination in the hip hop genre. They are 
provided with opportunities to present dance to an audience, developing their performance skills of 
expression, projection, and focus. As they make dance and respond to it, they reflect on the meaning, 
interpretations, and purposes of dance. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• Improvisations skills 
• Use of the elements of dance to develop choreography 
• Choreographic devices (unison, canon and repetition) and choreographic structure 

(narrative) to create dance that communicates meaning 
• Group work and reflective practices 
• Skills and technique in the Hip Hop genre 
• Safe dance practice 
• Performance skills (expression, focus, projection) 
• Analysing performance and understanding design concepts (lighting, music/sound, 

multimedia, costume, props, sets, staging) 
• Distinguishing features and purposes of dance. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Technique performance 
• Group composition performance 
• Reflection.

THE ARTS 
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DRAMA 
 
Year 7 Drama offers a glimpse into the captivating world of theatre, emphasising the collaborative 
essence of drama production. You will embark on a journey that accentuates communication, 
teamwork, and creativity. Throughout the term, essential drama concepts, basic performance skills, 
movement and voice techniques, and the method of character creation will be introduced. 
 
Beyond classroom lessons, you have the chance to participate directly in drama productions. This 
hands-on experience allows you to immerse yourself in the various stages of a theatrical production, 
from conceptualisation to performance. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• Fundamental elements of drama including character, situation, audience, and 
voice/movement 

• Techniques to harness body language, facial expressions, posture, and voice modulation to 
craft compelling performances 

• How to analyse and interpret scripts, focusing on character motivations and conflicts. 
• Essential skills for improvisation and on-the-spot creativity 
• The nuances of staging a performance in drama, from blocking to lighting and sound cues. 

 
Types of Assessments: 
 

• Production role 
• Written reflection.
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MUSIC 
 
Year 7 Music places a strong emphasis on hands-on experience and creative music production. It's 
tailored to develop fundamental musicianship, drawing inspiration from the real-world practices of 
contemporary and community musicians. You are introduced to a variety of instruments, including the 
guitar, bass, keyboard, drum set, and also explore music technology. 
 
Beyond the core classroom program, students have the option to delve deeper into their musical 
interests by enrolling in the instrumental program. Here, you can choose to learn a specific instrument, 
or receive specialized vocal or composition lessons. Each session is one-on-one, conducted by an 
experienced tutor. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• Skills in rhythmic coordination 
• Techniques to accompany vocalists using instruments like Bass, Guitar, Piano, and Drums. 
• Proficiency in using session mixers for group rehearsals and recordings 
• The ability to craft original beats, melodies, and accompaniments using digital audio 

workstations. 
 

Types of Assessments: 
 

• Instrumental skills 
• Music production 
• Group rehearsal techniques.
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VISUAL ART 
 
In Year 7, students have opportunities to use and apply visual art language and artistic conventions in 
their design and production process. You will create 2D artwork through projects which encourage 
personal response and an understanding of compositional structure. Students are made aware of the 
need for safe visual art practices and present their artwork for display. 
 
An awareness of cultural, social and historical contexts that are embodied in artwork/art style which, 
in turn, allows you to link your own production to a given context will be introduced. You will consider 
how to present artwork to enhance audience interpretation. 
 
Students are introduced to a critical analysis framework to analyse artwork and use visual art 
terminology when responding. 
 
You will learn: 
 

• The Design Process- Brainstorm, Research, Design, Refine, Make, Evaluate 
• Maintenance of a Visual Arts Folio to display the above design process 
• Exploration of a variety of media and materials to understand how they can be applied to a 

variety of art forms 
• Introduction of ideas inspired by an artistic style in their own artwork 
• Elements and Principles of Art to create a composition 
• Use of visual art language (visual art elements and principles of design), visual conventions 

and art terminology to respond to artwork. 
 

Types of Assessments: 
 

• Folio 
• Skill building activities such as drawing, painting and printmaking skills 
• Final resolved studio artwork 
• Image analysis – Short answer response. 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/the-arts/visual-arts2/arts-overview2/glossary2/style
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/the-arts/visual-arts2/arts-overview2/glossary2/principles-of-design
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/the-arts/visual-arts2/arts-overview2/glossary2/visual-conventions
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/the-arts/visual-arts2/arts-overview2/glossary2/art-terminology
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/the-arts/visual-arts2/arts-overview2/glossary2/artwork
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