silkWwood

CAMP ADVENUTRES
2021 HANDBOOK

B N SIPWR £ BiGE Poic ONENIEE slabab VESMAA KE A<D | F BERENCE



Overview

Our School Camp Program igraportant part of the Discovery Learnifgmework They are
an opportunity for students to develop character and selfareness through adventure and
challengelt is not an adén to the Silkwood Learning Prograitis an integral part of our
Essential Learning Program, thereby supporting the achievementteinikstcentury aims.

Camps begin in Yeay &1d they arearefully consideretb be developmentdy appropriate
for the Year Level, and to ensure the activities have enough challenge, relevance and
enjoyment for the age group.

Camp locations are thoughtfully selected not only for their significance to our country, but also
to support the students wht

o Growing independence from home;
o Connections to their classmates;
0 Selfawareness of their relationship to our country.

To try and minimise the ongoing impacts of Cdddthis year we have made changes to the
Camp Program, and where possible, loedlisamps to minimise interstate and air travel.

Attendance

All students attend camps as part of their essential learning at Silkwood, unless they have a
medical exemption from their Doctor or Psychologist. Should you be concerned about
attendance capabilt please make an appointment with your Advisodiscuss this at the
beginning of the year.

Camp Fees

Fees are adjusted yearly to reflect changes to costs from the camp providers. They are
published in November or December, and then included as paheoannual school fee
invoice in January. We offer no refund for fparticipation in camps, except in cases where a
family has applied for a medical exemptiand the school has approved iThis policy is
inclusive of a family exiting or withdrawingadent from the school. In cases where a refund

is deemed as necessary, the school will refund any expensedhletsthool has not incurred,

or that does notffect other families camgharges.

Year 2 Thunderbird Park Adventure $160
Year 3 Midginbil Hill Adventure $180
Year 4 Balunjali Cultural Adventure $410
Year 5 Moreton Bay Island Wilderness Journey $320
Year 6 CanberraHome of our Democracy $1,650
Year 7 Discovery CampTime& Space Journey $450
Year 8 Marine Explorationg Whitsunday Tall Ship Adventure = $1400
Year 9 Middle School Transition Adventure $450
Year 10 South Passage Sailing Adventure $1400
Year 11 Discovery CampPlan our own Adventure $500

Year 12 Our Final JourneyCarnarvon Gorge $1700



Our Camp Journeys

Year & Thunderbird Park AdventueTerm 3 or 4

Dates to be advised in 2021.

After two years together, our Advisors and their Learning Community Leader take our littlest
camp adventurers out into the world.

It is a big moment filled with excitement! They pack their bags, take their pillows and bedding,
and head off on the big sobl bus for a twalay adventure to Thunderbird Adventure Park in
the Gold Coast Hinterland, surrounded by subtropical rainforest and Australian bushland.

Here they camp, fossick, do bush art and engage in nature activities. These are specifically
desigred to get them out of their comfort zones and encourage exploration promoting
connection, confidence and independence.

designed to help them learn more about themselves
each other Here, they build rafts, sit around a campfire a
go for bushwalkswhilst building their connection teach *
otherand the land we live on.

It is a memorable and rewarding experience for our stude !
to immerse in nature and better understand the natuk
landscape. =



Year & Balunjali Cultural AdventureTerm 3

Group 1: Wednesday 18 Augtst-riday 20 August

Group 2: Tuesday 24 AugtstThursday 26 August

Extendingtheir learningin the real world, our Year 3 students journey back in time with a
three-dayBalunjali Cultural Camp on Stradbroke Island. Here they focus on building a sense of
community through connecting to the land aimimersiveexperiences with nature.

Students learn the lore of bush survival, bush tucker and traditional huntirtgpakihg skills.
They experience kayaking, snorkellfiegding of suftropical fish and local indigenous stories,
gaining perspective of life as a first Australian.

Year 5 Moreton Bay Island Wilderness Jourgelerm 3

Tuesday 31 August teriday 3 September

Our Year 5 adventures land on Moreton Islandhirel-largestsand island in the world, for a
unique fourday wilderness camping experience.

Arriving on the beach, they trek 1km to theampsitepassing the boat wrecks and old WW2
relics. The next days are spent exploring beach habitats, tidal flats, freshwater lakes, and taking
beach hikes, creating sand art, sandboarding and fishing all whilst learning the history of this
remarkableplace. Eveimgs are spent around campfires, taking night walks and engaging in
team building activities. They return home by ferry, weary but wiser from the adventure!



Year & Canberra: Home of our Democracyerm 3

Tuesday 20 July to Friday 23 July

After learnng about Romans and how their democracy shaped our modern world, our students
travel to Canberra for a fouttay trip understanding democracy in the capital of Australia.
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was formed, how it works today, how our

planned capital came into being, and life as a
politician. They visit the war memorial to
remember those who battled to keep our
democracy and explore some of the things

that are unique to Canberra. They come

home understanding what being a citizen of

our country is all about.

Year 7¢ Discovery Cam@ime & Space Journeyferm 1
Wednesday 17 February to Friday 19 Febra@gi

To welcome and unite our dgfi School studenfsve open Year 7 with an exciting thrday
stay at PGL Kindilan Adventure CamfRedland Bay.

Here students get an opportunity to discover more about each pHret they begin the
development of their classroom culture through connecting, understanding and developing
group values for how they will work positively together.

In the spirit of working in partnership, we widen the connection to beyond our students by
involving their families. We bring students and caregivers together in a special evening of
conversations with each other, as a unique and special way to launch our hagh sc
adventure.




Year & Middle School Adventure: Marine Exploratoierm3
Group 1: Monday 23 August to Friday 27 Aug0gil

Group 2: Monday 30 August to Friday 3 Septerabad

Building on theilyear &tudies of pacific exploration amgarine science, students dyark on
a five-day reaHlife adventure under sail on a tallish W¢ KS { 2 f & lbéautifull &4 Q
Whitsunday Islandsgion

During their voyage students explore pristine island locations, snorkel on corgbuséfsalk

to lookout points, learn about local indigenous culture and the history of the islands,
experience how to hoist sails and operate a ship at full sail, and conduct marine science
investigations.

They also have time to appreciate stunning vistas and islasdtsutry the Tarzan rope swing
and swim in beautiful waters, lie in the bow net, and enjoy deck time activities with their peers.

The magic of exploring The Great Barrier Reef, one of the seven wonders of the natural world,
with an abundance of spectdan marine life, is truly unforgettable!

Year ¢ Middle School Transition Journeyerm 1

Wednesday 31 March to Thursday 01 AHR21

As the students are preparing to close their middle school journey, we haddeanight
transitioncamp full of ballenge and adventurdhe students head to Emu Gully Adventure
Education, situated in Helidon Spa near Toowoomba.

Here students take time away from the school cangsua chance to focus understanding
the self and their impact on others and the wbrStudents are challenged to find out new
things about themselves and each other through team building activitiegeBettion
exercises and conversatiotiigat are spread across twanys

)



Year 10; South Passage Sailing Adventyiieerm 2

Group 1Tuesday0 April toSunday5 April2021
Group 2:Monday26 April toSaturdayl May2021

Group 3:Monday3 May toSaturday8 May2021

For an exciting start to their Senior School journey, stude
step aboard¥re South Passa@@00ft gaffriggedschooner
for a sixday adventurous seaoyage wherethey are ==
authentically immersed in being a working crew member§y
a tall shipdesigned for school voyages. :

Sailing daily to various locations in the Moreton Islands group (Quandai@oakéry), this
camp provides safe and challenging experiences for students to develop leadership, initiative,
confidence, independer@nd teamworkall whiktlearning about sailing and managing a ship.

Students are grouped on watch duties but ofterNdo h#hdS bR S O] Q® ¢ KS& NR |
duties such as helming, navigating lookout and recording entries in thivghgetting sails,

knat tying, tackingand gybing. When they are not running the ship, they are exploring islands,
protecting marine ecostems,snorkelling swimming, having fun in the dunes and enjoying
downtime on deck.

As an optional challenge, students can sign up to the duke of Edinburgh Bronze award and use
this sailing expedition for theractisingand qualifying adventurous joupeomponent.

Year 1X Discovery Camp: Plan our Adventgreerm 1

Monday 15 February to Thursday 18 Febrz&31

In thefirst weeks of theiDiscovery Program\dvisors work with students to qan afour-
daycamp experience that meets tlhique needs and interests of their cohort

Using a budget and guidelines from camp facilities and service providers, students and Advisors
co-plan a camp that focuses on challenging them to find out new things about themselves and
each other. This is heved through team building activities, sedflection exercises and
conversations.



Year 12; Our Final Journey: Carnarvon Gorge

Monday 26 July to Friday 30 July 2021

At the conclusion of their final yeaandas part of their graduation journegur Year 12
adventurers embark on a finfste-daypassageo a magical placen Central Queensland

Travelling onboarébur-wheeldrives they travel inland through the rural Queensland plains
to a special camping spot at Carnarvon Gorge.

Carnarvon Gorgs i dramatic 30km lorand600m deep gorge carved out of the surrounding
sandstone rangest ishome to a lush oasis of unusual and unique subtropical plants, rare giant
ferns, ancient cabbage tree palms, orchids, and a very special fairyland moss lgandgn.
amongst this is a prolific range of wildlife who are our close neighbours while we camp.

Students wlk within this ancient space and see, feel and hear 60,000 years of Aboriginal
history. Much of this story is stencilled onto the gowgdls, displaying ancient techniques
considered to be of the highest level found anywhere in the world.

Beyond the usual bushwalks an experienced guide journeys our students to secret spots. Here
they will experience spectacular scenery, hidden smaller gofgesstic lookouts, and
crystalclear swimming holesthe very best Carnarvon gorge has to offer.

Thisis ajourney they will never forgegtndmemories to carry with thenmto their adult life.



