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Welcome
Dear Parents and Guardians,
2020 has been a year of unprecedented upheaval, challenge and change. But in the midst of the COVID-19
crisis, St Patrick’s College has continued to be a resilient, connected and supportive community. Due to
the current restrictions on gatherings in Tasmania, the College is not able to hold the Parent Welcome and
Information Evening as planned.
But we are instead pleased to present the Year 7, 2021 – Parent Welcome and Information Video.
The purpose of the video is to welcome you into the St Patrick’s College community, and provide you with
important information regarding the next steps for your child(ren) as they transition from primary school into
Year 7. A link to the Year 7, 2021 – Parent Welcome and Information Video is included below.

https://youtu.be/gVOM_c-NIlo
Please also find the following Parent Information Pack, which includes information on key upcoming events, the
College’s Schoolbox platform, and summaries of the key information presented in the video.
Should you have any questions regarding any of the information presented in the Parent Welcome and
Information Video or Pack, please do not hesitate to contact the College.
Warm regards,

Mr Casimir Douglas
Deputy Principal – Pastoral Care / Head of Middle School
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ORIENTATION DAY
By Mr Tony Daley, Principal
SUBJECTS IN 2021

TRANSPORT

We are excited for your child(ren) to join us for Orientation
Day on Thursday 3 December 2020 from 8:45am to 3:00pm.

It is the responsibility of parents to ensure their children
arrive and depart from St Patrick’s College on Orientation
Day at the nominated times. To avoid traffic congestion,
students will be dismissed at 3:00pm, which is earlier than
the normal school day.

The day will begin with students congregating at the
College Nano Nagle Gym prior to 8:45am. Please note
that due to COVID-19 restrictions, we regret that parents
are not able to accompany their children onto the College
grounds when they enter the campus to congregate for
the start of the day. Staff will be positioned at the key entry
points to guide students to the Nano Nagle Gym when
they arrive.
To view a map of the College that shows the location of the
gymnasium, please access the following link:
http://bit.ly/SPCNNGym
ATTENDANCE
Attendance on Orientation Day is mandatory for all
students due to the importance and significance of this
event, however if your child is unable to attend on the day
due to illness, please contact College Reception on 6341
9988 to advise.

Buses that cater for students are also available for Year 7
2021 students on Orientation Day, and staff will be on duty
to supervise students.
Children can be dropped off and picked up by cars in the
allocated bays at the side of the Chapel and in front of the
College Reception and Administration building. Please
observe the standing only requirements and time limit.
FIRST DAY (2021)
On Orientation Day, your child will be provided information
that includes details of their first day on Monday 1 February
2021, commencing at 8:45am and concluding at 3:20pm.
We look forward to an exciting day meeting our Year 7
2021 cohort and introducing them to the College, staff,
facilities and most importantly, their peer group.

REQUIREMENTS

We trust this is a valuable experience for your child.

Students will be active on the day, therefore please
ensure they are dressed in neat casual sunsafe attire, with
enclosed shoes and a hat. They are also required to bring
a pen or pencil. A sausage sizzle will be provided for lunch
and students should bring snacks or money to purchase
items from the Canteen for recess.

God bless.

Mr Tony Daley
Principal
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PASTORAL CARE
By Mr Simon Austen, Director of Pastoral Care - Middle School
What is Pastoral Care?
The central tenet of Pastoral Care is to nourish, support,
challenge and sustain all members of the school
community. At St Patrick’s College, the foundation of all
Pastoral Care is underpinned by the Values of our Mission
Statement, which is to be a school community of faith,
learning, respect and service in the Catholic tradition. It
draws on gospel values of faith, compassion and justice,
demonstrating deep respect and acknowledgement of
the dignity of each individual, who is made in the image of
God (Genesis 1:27).
Pastoral Care is the care for the ‘whole person’, i.e. for
the individual’s spiritual, intellectual, social, physical
and psychological wellbeing. It originates in a profound
respect for the dignity of both the individual person and

the community transformed by the values of the gospel.
Wellbeing is a combination of a person’s physical, mental,
emotional and social health. Positive wellbeing enables
students, staff and communities to flourish.
PASTORAL CARE IN ACTION
House System
The College’s House system is the backbone of the
Pastoral Care framework at St Patrick’s College. This
system provides a vertical pathway for fostering student
relationships and peer support. It also provides consistent
staff members (Tutor teacher and House Head) who are
always there to support, guide and encourage your child
throughout their secondary school life.

Middle School System

Key Contacts

In addition to the House system, students in Year 7 have
a number of support avenues and personal development
opportunities within the Middle School. Firstly, the Core
class itself provides a unique sense of a Year level family
to assist each student to develop a sense of belonging.
The number of teachers for each Core class is kept at
a minimum to maximise student-teacher relationships.
Additionally, peer relationships and personal development
are both explicitly and implicitly taught through a range of
classroom activities and co-curricular programs.
These include:
• BeSPC lessons
• Wellbeing lessons
• Positive Behaviour Support Framework
• Leadership opportunities (2 x Captains per Core class)
• Reflection Days as part of MVPS classes
• Year 7 camp
• Parent/guardian and student evenings (Girls’ Night In
and Boys@Work)
• Student Wellbeing and Support Services

• Tutor Teacher – 1st contact for all general academic and
wellbeing matters
• Classroom Teacher – for academic matters in a given
subject
• House Head – all generic academic and wellbeing
matters
• Director of Pastoral Care
• Student Welfare and Support Services
• Head of School
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Mobile Phones & Social Media

GENERAL SUPPORT AND INFORMATION

While St Patrick’s College acknowledges that technology
is becoming commonplace in our society, we are also
advocates for teaching students how to use technology
responsibly and the appropriate times and places for
their use. Mobile phones have many wonderful features,
however, they can also be a distraction to learning as well
as create and fuel negative social behaviour when used
inappropriately. Consequently, some important guidelines
surrounding the use of mobile phones have been created
by the College. A snapshot of which are listed below:
• Mobile phones are banned from all classes including
Tutor group and recess and lunch.
• Middle School students are to store their mobile
phones in their locker from 8:45am to 3:20pm.
• Any contact between a student and their parent/
guardian is to go through the Front Office.
• St Patrick’s College encourages parents to be actively
engaged in monitoring their child’s use of social media
and technology in general.
• There are a number of apps and programs that are
banned from being used at school (these are listed on
our Schoolbox page).
• The use of Virtual Private Networks (VPN) or other
methods that bypass the College’s Internet filters are
also banned.

eSafety Commissioner
https://www.esafety.gov.au
Site of the Australian Office of the eSafety Commissioner
provides expert advice on managing social media issues
including mechanisms to report inappropriate online
behaviour.
SchoolTV
Access via Schoolbox, the College’s learning management
system. SchoolTV provides a range of resources to parents
and families on a number of issues.
CyberSafety Solutions
https://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au
Website created by Susan Maclean, one of the world’s
leading experts on cybersafety.
Also, follow Susan Maclean on Facebook for regular
cybersafety updates and advice.
Raising Children
https://raisingchildren.net.au
Website providing information to parents across all stages
of child development.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
By Ms Deborah Cottle, Director of Curriculum - Middle School
SUBJECTS IN 2021
Students will study CORE subjects:
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• History and Geography
• Health and Physical Education
• MVPS (Meaning, Values, Purpose, Spirituality)
Plus compulsory subjects:
• Japanese (for one semester)
• Digital Technologies (for one semester)
Students will also participate in Wellbeing each fortnight as
well as the BeSPC Program each week.
Students have already selected electives for 2021 from the
following list (four of the six studied across the year for a
semester each):
• Drama
• Art
• Music
• Food and Nutrition
• Applied Technology
• Textiles, Design and Technology

Subject Equipment
Students will need to be prepared for the beginning of
the school year with all of the equipment required for each
subject on the College booklist. Once notified of elective
subject allocations, students will also need to access the
equipment relevant to their choices. You will be notified
through Schoolbox (Guest Portal/Parent Portal) and the
College newsletter when the 2021 booklist is available.
Subject Changes
Subject changes out of elective classes are possible but
limited in Year 7. Should a student wish to change electives
they will need to complete a Subject Change Form
which can be collected from the Middle School Office.
Applications for subject changes cannot be guaranteed
due to the nature of the class and timetable structure,
spaces in existing classes and classroom size.
HOMEWORK
Homework is an expectation of all students at St Patrick’s
College. In Year 7, we limit the amount of homework students
receive initially to help them transition to high school.
For the first two weeks of the 2020 school year, Year 7
students ONLY will have no homework.
Further information about homework expectations can be
found on page 13 of the 2021 Middle School Handbook.
Students are also welcome to attend After School Tutoring
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons in the Middle School
from 3:30pm to access support for their homework.
Any questions about curriculum, learning in the classroom,
homework and study skills, please contact Ms Deborah
Cottle – Director of Curriculum by email at
deborah.cottle@stpatricks.tas.edu.au or by phone
on 03 6341 9988.
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DAY ONE, YEAR 7 2021
By Mr Casimir Douglas, Deputy Principal - Pastoral Care / Head of Middle School
SUBJECTS IN 2021
We are rapidly approaching a key milestone in the life and
education of your child; their transition into secondary
school. For many families, this is a time of excitement
and anticipation, and for some, a time of nervousness
and trepidation. The College is committed to providing
a welcoming and supportive transition process for all
students new to the College and we look forward to your
child(ren) joining us on their first day of school on Monday
1 February 2021.

SCHEDULE (MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY)
Time

Period Activity

8.50am

Meet in Nano Nagle Gym with House Heads
and Tutors

9.10am

1

Extended Tutor group, including
Core photos

10.00am

2

Tutor

10.50am

Recess

11.15am

3

Welcome Assembly (Chapel)

12.05pm

4

English and History teachers with
Core groups

TRANSPORT
There will be no Metro Bus services on the first day of school
as these services commence on Tuesday 2 February 2021.

12.55pm

Lunch

1.35pm

5&6

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we regret that parents are
not able to accompany their children onto the College
grounds when they enter the campus to congregate at the
start of the day. Staff will be positioned at the key entry
points to guide students in the direction of the gym where
they will congregate at the commencement of the day.

3.20pm

End of school day

UNIFORM
Students are required to wear their PE uniform on the first
day of school, including white socks only, with their PE
uniform.

Children may be dropped off and picked up by cars in the
allocated bays at the side of the Chapel and in front of the
College Reception and Administration building. Please
observe the standing only requirements and time limit.
REQUIREMENTS
Students must bring their College school bag, a packed
recess and lunch, pencil case, exercise books and learning
device on the first day of school. The learning devices will
be set up to access the College Wi-Fi network on the day.

Core group activities (Core classrooms & main oval)

The day will begin with students in the College Nano
Nagle Gym. From here, they will be organised into their
House and Tutor groups and will spend the morning with
their Tutor teacher, who will provide them with their lock,
timetable and other important documents. This time will
include a tour of the school.
After recess, the students will have their Welcome
Assembly where they will meet the Principal and the
Middle School Leadership Team. Following the Assembly,
the students will move with their Core teachers to their
Core classroom where they will be allocated their locker
and receive information about important upcoming events.
Following lunch, the students will participate in a range of
different activities both in their Core classrooms and on the
main oval focused on building relationships with their peers
and teachers.

If you have any questions about the first day of school, or about the College’s transition program for
incoming students and families, please do not hesitate to contact:
Mr Casimir Douglas, Deputy Principal - Pastoral Care / Head of Middle School, by email
to casimir.douglas@stpatricks.tas.edu.au or phone 03 6341 9988.
We look forward to welcoming your child(ren) into the St Patrick’s College community.
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SCHOOLBOX

LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Schoolbox is an all-in-one learning management system,
that is integrated with our school management system.
It provides portals with relevant information for guests,
parents/guardians, students, and teachers.

Within your account will see personalised information
which does not appear within your child’s account (for
example, Academic Reports, Finance, Account Action
Centre, Payment Plans etc.)

GUEST ACCOUNT

Other features that both you and your child will see
include (but are not limited to):
• Important notices relevant to your child’s year group
and co-curricular groups and activities.
• Your child’s grades for assessed tasks.
• Notifications with timing and requirements of due work.
• Ability to communicate with your child’s teachers.
• General news including sports, music, academic and
community news.
• The College calendar and timetable.
• Reference information forms and College Protocols.

As parents of new students entering our College, you will
find a wealth of information in the College Guest account.
This is a temporary account that our new parent community
can use to access important information such as transport
options, how the Canteen works, uniform requirements, key
dates, booklists and more.
PARENT/GUARDIAN ACCOUNT
In early January you will be provided with a personalised
Schoolbox username and password and instructions on
how to sign in to your account.

1. LOGIN AS A GUEST
Visit the College website: www.stpatricks.tas.edu.au
At the top right of this page click Parents.
Click Sign in with Google.
(If prompted, select Use Another Account)
Username: guest@community.stpatricks.tas.edu.au
Password: Enrolment

Click Next, and if prompted, select the Guest Google
account from the list.

2. DASHBOARD
Once logged in, your dashboard view (shown right)
gives you the option to click on two tiles. Click on
the left-hand tile named ‘Grade 6 into Year 7’. By
clicking on this tile, it gives you access to a new screen
with features that are relevant to you and your child.
Have a look around and click on the tiles. These tiles
will provide you with important information and may
provide you with answers to questions you have.

3. QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions regarding logging on to
Schoolbox, please contact the Front Office on
03 6341 9988 who will be able to put you through to
the relevant person.

Please note: we recommend using
Google Chrome and a desktop
device, while becoming familiar with
Schoolbox.
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282 Westbury Road
Prospect TAS 7250
PO Box 401, Prospect, TAS 7250
ABN: 87 092 083 980

LAUNCESTON

T: 03 6341 9988
E: contact@stpatricks.tas.edu.au

Dear Parents and Guardians,
RE: Welcome to the College Uniform Store
The staff at the College Uniform Store and Midford Launceston would like to extend a warm welcome to new
students, parents and families of St Patrick’s College.
For your convenience, the College Uniform Store has two store-front locations and an online store. Both stores offer
personalised service and stocking all academic uniforms, sport uniforms and uniform accessories.
College Uniform Store is located on the main campus. When visiting, please sign-in at the Front Office. In order to
deliver a personalised service and adhere to current COVID-19 protocols, all on-campus visits and new uniform fittings
are strictly by appointment. This is essential for the safety of both staff and customers. We ask that students are
accompanied at a fitting by no more than one parent/guardian. Currently contactless payment is the preferred
method of payment, with all major credit cards accepted.
Midford Launceston Store is located at 132 Charles Street, Launceston. Midford Launceston is accepting cash and all
major credit cards. It is recommended that parents/guardians also book an appointment for a new uniform fitting. An
appointment typically takes 30-40 minutes and all uniform items, including footwear, are available in-store for your
convenience.

Families can book their own uniform fitting appointments through our new online appointment system; links are
provided on the following page along with information regarding special trading hours during the holiday period.
The online store can be accessed online at www.midford.com.au, with registration details and instructions also
attached to this letter.
Midford’s returns policy allows for the exchange and return of uniform items. All items must be presented with a
receipt, original packaging and swing tags attached; and not worn, altered or laundered.
We look forward to meeting you and servicing your St Patrick’s College school uniform needs.
Kind regards,

Mrs Debbie Price
Uniform Store Manager
Phone: 6341 9933
Email: stpatricks@midford.com.au

Ms Melissa Heather
Midford Launceston Manager
Phone: 6331 4622
Email: launceston@midford.com.au

www.stpatricks.tas.edu.au

282 Westbury Road
Prospect TAS 7250
PO Box 401, Prospect, TAS 7250
ABN: 87 092 083 980

LAUNCESTON

T: 03 6341 9988
E: contact@stpatricks.tas.edu.au

UNIFORM STORE: 2020/2021 TRADING HOURS
& ONLINE APPOINTMENT BOOKINGS
COLLEGE UNIFORM STORE (ON-CAMPUS)

The College Uniform Store’s last trading day for Term 4 2020 is Wednesday 9 December, from 8.00am – 2.00pm.
TERM 1 2021 – EXTENDED TRADING HOURS
Monday 18 January – Friday 22 January
Tuesday 26 January
Wednesday 27 January 2021
Thursday 28 January
Friday 29 January 2021

9.00am – 4.00pm
CLOSED
9.00am – 4.00pm
9.00am – 4.00pm
9.00am – 4.00pm

WEEK 1A – ADDITIONAL TRADING HOURS
Monday 1 February 2021
Tuesday 2 February 2021
Wednesday 3 February 2021
Thursday 4 February 2021
Friday 5 February 2021

8.00am – 4.00pm
8.00am – 4.00pm
8.00am – 4.00pm
CLOSED
8.00am – 4.00pm

Regular trading hours resume Tuesday 9 February 2021
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
8.00am – 4.00pm

MIDFORD LAUNCESTON STORE (132 CHARLES ST, LAUNCESTON)

CLOSED from 1.00pm
REOPENS and resumes regular trading hours.
8.30am – 5.00pm
9.00am – 2.00pm

Wednesday 23 December
Monday 4 January
Monday – Friday
Saturday

ONLINE APPOINTMENT BOOKINGS

Bookings can be made through our new online booking system by clicking the relevant link below.
St Patrick’s College Uniform Store
https://MidfordBooking.as.me/StPatricksCollege
Midford Launceston Store
https://MidfordBooking.as.me/LauncestonMidfordStore
We look forward to meeting you and servicing your school uniform needs. For further information please contact us at:
College Uniform Store Manager
Mrs Debbie Price
Phone: 6341 9933
Email: stpatricks@midford.com.au

Midford Launceston Store Manager
Ms Melissa Heather
Phone: 6331 4622
Email: launceston@midford.com.au

www.stpatricks.tas.edu.au
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Browse and see pricing of uniform piecesonline.
Register for your account today!

ORDER YOUR ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE
UNIFORM ONLINE
Enjoy the convenience of online shopping 24 hours a day.
Save time and energy by ordering your uniforms online in five easy steps.

NEW USER INSTRUCTIONS
1.

Go to www.midford.com.au

2.

Select St Patrick’s College from the ‘School Shops Online’ tab

3.

New users click the ‘Create An Account’ button under ‘Register New
Account’ or Returning Users login with your Username/Email and Password

4.

To continue registering a new account, add your personal information,
create a username and password then enter the unique school
passphrase: SPC1873

5.

Order the items you need, select pick-up in store (no cost),
pick up at Midford Launceston store (no cost) or the option
for home delivery (with cost)
FURTHER INFORMATION:
P: 03 6341 9933
E: stpatricks@midford.com.au
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 8:00am-4:00pm
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Bring Your
Own Device
to School
Choosing the right device
for your child just got easier

Today, students from kindergarten to Year
12, are using technology to improve how they
learn, interact, share and grow – whether in
the classroom or at home.
Many schools are choosing Bring Your Own Device
(BYOD) programmes to give parents easy access to
the education tools their child needs.
Schools select the devices that will support the
learning needs of their students, and work with
JB Hi-Fi Solutions to ensure the right range,
specifications and pricing is available in one
single place.
Parents can then confidently choose the right device
for their child online from the comfort of their home, and
have it safely delivered to the location of their choice.

BYOD Made Easy
As a parent, you don’t have to be a technology
expert to choose the right device for your child.
The Education Team at JB HiFi Solutions works
with schools and technology partners to create
customised Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
programmes that provides parents with the right
tools, devices and pricing to support your child’s
learning and growth.

Our BYOD online portal provides a
simple way to get everything your
child needs in one place, including:
• Specialised range of products approved
by your school
• High performance and robust devices
specifically designed for education
• Special discounted pricing
• A range of high-quality accessories
• Extended warranty, plus options for
insurance and finance
• Easy online ordering 24/7 with no
credit card fees
• Fast contactless delivery options
• Support 6 days a week from 9am AEST

jbeducation.com.au/byod
1300 730 548
education@jbhifi.com.au
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Products
Built for
Learning

Specialised high-performance laptops, tablets and
accessories built to survive the demands of intense use.
Robust parts suitable for
school environments

How to use BYOD online
To order your child’s education device simply:
1. Go to jbeducation.com.au/byod
2. Enter your School BYOD Code: STPATTAS2021

Extended battery life

3. Once logged in, select a student program.
5. Select your preferred delivery method.

On-campus prompt warranty repairs

Speedy connectivity and performance

School-specific software
The safety and wellbeing of our customers and
staff is the priority of JB Hi Fi Solutions. We offer
safe and contactless delivery options as part of
our COVID-19 Response Plan.

6. Follow the prompts to choose your products,
accessories and insurance. Enter your details
to proceed.
7. Select a payment method and complete your
order. Please note that there are no fees on
credit card purchases.
8. If you have any questions, please contact us
at jbeducation.com.au/byod or call 1300 730
548 or email byodsupport@jbhifi.com.au

Contact us today to learn more about the perfect device for your child

jbeducation.com.au/byod
1300 730 548
education@jbhifi.com.au
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT
AT ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE

Participate in Our Community Be a Learner Show Respect
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LEVELS OF SCHOOL WIDE SUPPORT
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School Wide
Support Services
(SWSS)/Head
of School

Staf f Buy-In

Case Coordinated
• Functional behaviour assessment and individual behaviour plans
• Parent collaboration and education • Collaboration with student’s
physician or mental health professional • Intensive academic support

Wellbeing Team:
Case Coordinated

House Head/Pastoral Coordinators/HOF/Currriculum Coordinators
• Target social skills instruction • Simple behaviour plans
• Increased academic support • School-based mentors
• Classroom management support • New student transition

Middle Leadership:
Student Managed

College
• Teach school wide positive behaviour expectations and
procedures • Positive reinforcement for all students
• Consistent consequences for problem behaviours
• Effective procedures and supervision in non-classroom
areas • Effective instruction and classroom management
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PBS Team Meets Monthly
Wellbeing Team Meets Fortnightly
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WHAT IS POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT? (PBS)
The goal of School Wide Positive Behaviour Support at St
Patrick’s College is to create and maintain a positive and safe
learning environment that enhances our school culture where

Participate

in Our
Community

Be a

we maximise individual academic and social growth. In
accordance with our Mission we are a school community of
faith, learning, respect and service in the Catholic tradition.

Learner

Show

Respect

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR
WHAT DOES PBS LOOK LIKE AT ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE?
1. A clear set of behaviour expectations are developed
around our key school values (as defined in our Behaviour
Expectation Rubric).
2. You can identify the behavioural expectations within five
minutes of entering the school.
3. Students are able to state the behavioural expectations.

4. Students are recognised for positive behaviours.
5. Positive expectations and behaviours are explicitly taught
and encouraged.
6. Data is collected and used for decision-making.
7. It is a team-based approach.
8. Families are actively included.

EXPLICITLY TEACHING OUR EXPECTED BEHAVIOURS
Why do we explicitly
teach our expected
behaviours?
Introducing, modelling and
reinforcing positive social
behaviour is an important
element of a student’s
educational experience.
Explicitly teaching our
behavioural expectations and
acknowledging students for
demonstrating them is key to
our success.

When do we teach our
expected behaviours?

How do we teach
social behaviours?

Where do we teach our
expected behaviours?

• At the beginning of school
year.
• Often enough to achieve
and maintain fluency.
• Prior to known times when
problem behaviours tend
to increase.
• Ongoing throughout the
year. (Refresher lessons).
• At teachable moments.

Tell - Introduce the expected
behaviours and discuss why
it is important.
Show - Demonstrate and
model.
Practice - Role play
expected behaviours in the
relevant contexts.
Monitor - Pre correct,
supervise and provide
positive feedback.
Reteach - Practice
throughout the day.

• In every classroom
throughout the school.
• Everywhere in the school.
• It is embedded in other
school activities.

• They are necessary skills
for success in life.
• Many students arrive
at school without these
important skills.
• They are the basis for a
positive and safe climate.
• Doing so increases
opportunities to teach
other skills.

ACKNOWLEDGING, REINFORCING AND
RECOGNISING EXPECTED BEHAVIOUR
• Positive reinforcement and recognition at teachable
moments.
• At College assemblies.
• House gatherings.
• House awards.
• Year level awards (Clan awards - Middle School, Ascent
awards - Croagh Patrick).

Participate

in Our
Community

Be a

BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS
The Behaviour Expectation Rubric translates St Patrick’s
College’s three key expectations into expected behaviours.
The rubric clarifies what our behaviours should look, sound
and feel like. Our expected behaviours are explicitly taught
in every classroom and consistently reinforced throughout
the school. Our expectations are displayed and positioned
in many locations around the school and are referred to and
discussed regularly with all students at St Patrick’s College.

Learner

Show

Respect

LAUNCESTON

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
– MOBILE PHONE PROTOCOL
MARCH 2020 | V1.0

LAUNCESTON

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS – MOBILE PHONE PROTOCOL
VERSION
NUMBER:

1.0

APPROVED BY: Leadership Team

DRAFTED BY:

Leadership Team

RESPONSIBLE/
BREACHES
REPORTABLE TO:

Deputy Principal Pastoral Care

DATE
APPROVED:
SCHEDULED
REVIEW DATE:

March 2020
March 2023

PURPOSE
St Patrick’s College acknowledges the use of mobile phones are widely accepted in today’s society for
recreational, personal, educational and communication purposes. However, a wealth of research continues
to emerge regarding the negative effects on emotional wellbeing, social intelligence, academic
achievement and brain development. It is the task of the College to prepare our young people for the
digital and globalised society of the 21st century while continuing to develop the interpersonal skills and
social behaviours required to succeed as learners and responsible members of the community.
Students bring mobile phones to school by personal choice, and these devices utilise smartphone
technology, which provide easy access to various forms of communication including social media, text
messages and phone calls. Research indicates that these forms of communication have a place in the lives
of our young people, but in the school environment they are a distraction to the learning process, and an
impediment to the development of healthy social interaction and peer relationships.
Therefore, Middle School students (Years 7 & 8) will keep their mobile phones in their locker from 8:45am3:20pm each school day. Middle School students are not permitted to use their mobile phones during class
time or during Recess or Lunch.
It is critical to establish boundaries to ensure appropriate and safe use of devices by our Middle School
students and to educate them on the dangers of device misuse. Our staff, as educators, also have the
responsibility to model appropriate use of mobile phones at the College.
PROTOCOL STATEMENT
Protocols for Use of Mobile Phones by Middle School Students
1 . Middle School students are not permitted to take their mobile phones to the classroom or Tutor
Group, and may not use their mobile phones during Recess or Lunch.
2 . Middle School students must store their mobile phones in their locker from 8:45am-3:20pm each
school day.
3 . Middle School students are only permitted to access their mobile phones while at their locker during
Recess and Lunch, but to check for messages from home only.

4 . Mobile phones with camera technology must not be used to take pictures or record video or audio
of any member of the St Patrick’s College community unless those persons have given permission as
per the Student ICT Acceptable Use Agreement.
5 . Due to safety concerns (ie blocking out traffic noise) students are encouraged not to listen to music
on mobile phones when walking to or from school.
6 . Mobile phones must not to be brought into any formal examination or test environments. They may
contain materials that are in breach of examination conditions. Students who take mobile phones
into examination or test environments risk losing all marks for that exam in addition to other
consequences.
7 . St Patrick’s College will not accept any responsibility for the loss or damage of mobile phones and
will not advertise lost devices in any form of media.
PROCEDURE
Contravening the Middle School Students – Mobile Phone Protocol
Middle School students in breach of the conditions of the Middle School Students – Mobile Phone
Protocol will be subject to the actions outlined below. The following are the instructions for St Patrick’s
College staff in the management of these protocols:
a . If a Middle School student has their mobile phone with them during the school day (8:45am-3:20pm),
and are not at their locker:
i.
Immediately confiscate the device and email the relevant Tutor Teacher and House Head.
ii.
The House Head will log the event as a record entry in the student’s pastoral care record.
iii.
Take the device to Student Reception and label the envelope provided with the student’s name
and Tutor Group. The student will be able to collect their device after 3:20pm by taking their
Student ID Card to Student Reception.
b . On the third instance of a student’s device being confiscated and taken to Student Reception, a
formal letter will be sent home addressed from the relevant House Head requesting the
parent/guardian contact the College and arrange a meeting.
c . Continued breaches of these protocols represent a behaviour management issue and will result in
further consequences.
Any student who fails to comply with the reasonable instruction of a staff member acting in
accordance with the conditions of the Middle School Students – Mobile Phone Protocol, will be dealt
with in accordance with the Managing Student Defiance Protocol.
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PURPOSE
This protocol outlines the expectations and responsibilities regarding the wearing of the correct, College
approved St Patrick's College uniform.
PROCEDURE
The objective of this Protocol is to ensure all students of the College show their belonging and loyalty to
their school community by wearing the College and Physical Education uniforms correctly and with pride.
High standards of uniform wear and grooming make an important statement to the wider community about
the College and our commitment to representing ourselves proudly.
Expectations
There is a diverse range of opportunities offered to students at St Patrick's College. Therefore, there are
expectations for the correct adherence to wearing the College, Physical Education and co-curricular
uniforms, as follows:
Girls College Uniform
Summer (worn in Terms 1 and 4 only)
•
•
•
•
•
•

College bottle green blazer with crest
College bottle green V-neck jumper or vest (optional)
College green and gold check dress, worn to the knee
Years 7-11: College short, lemon socks, folded over the ankle
Year 12 (only): College short, white socks, folded over the ankle
Black plain, fully enclosed, polishable leather lace up shoes with no buckles

Winter (worn in Terms 2 and 3 only)
• College bottle green blazer with crest
• College bottle green V-neck jumper or vest (optional)
• Years 7-11: College lemon long sleeve blouse with peaked collar, buttoned to the neck
• Year 12 (only): College white long sleeve blouse with peaked collar, buttoned to the neck
• College bottle green tie
• College green and gold plaid skirt, worn to the knee
• College fawn tights
• Black plain, fully enclosed, polishable leather lace up shoes with no buckles
Boys College Uniform
Summer (worn in Terms 1 & 4 only)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

College bottle green blazer with crest
Years 7-11: College green and white pinstripe, short sleeve shirt, worn untucked with crest
Year 12 (only): College white, short sleeve shirt, worn untucked with crest
College grey shorts or grey trousers
Plain black leather, or similar material belt
College short grey socks (if wearing trousers)
College long grey socks, worn to under the knee (if wearing shorts)
Black plain, fully enclosed, polishable leather lace up or non lace up shoes with no buckles

Winter (worn in Terms 2 & 3 only)
• College bottle green blazer with crest
• College bottle green V-neck jumper or vest (optional)
• Year 12 (only): College white, long sleeve shirt, worn tucked in
• Years 7-11: College green and white pinstripe, long sleeve shirt, worn tucked in, buttoned to the neck
• College green and gold striped tie
College grey shorts or grey trousers
• Plain black leather, or similar material belt
• College short grey socks (if wearing trousers)
• College long grey socks, worn to under the knee (if wearing shorts)
• Black plain, fully enclosed, polishable leather lace up or non lace up shoes with no buckles
Unisex Physical Education Uniform
• College cap
• College sport jacket (formally referred to as spray jacket in the older style) (optional)
• College rugby top (optional)
• College hooded sports top (optional)
• College House coloured polo top or Croagh Patrick polo
• College bottle green track pants with gold stripe or
• College PE bottle green sport shorts
• Short, white socks or College white and green sports socks
• Standard lace up sport shoes. Casual footwear, slip ons or any shoes without adequate support are not
permitted

Uniform Protocol_version_V2.0_Jul19

2

College Co-curricular Sports Uniform
The required and optional items for each of the College’s co-curricular sports are outlined in the College’s
Co-curricular Uniform Matrix. For parents this document can be located on the College website under
Enrolments/Uniform.
College Uniform Store
All uniform items except shoes and belts are available from the St Patrick's College Uniform Store.
The Uniform Store is open during the following term times:
Tuesday 10.00am-2.00pm
Wednesday 12.30pm-5.00pm
Thursday 10.00am-2.00pm
Friday 8.00am-11.30am
Parents/Guardians should refer to the College website, Schoolbox or newsletter for opening times during
the school holidays.
Expectations
Students are to adhere to the following:
1. The correct College uniform is to be worn between home and school and on other occasions as
required.
2. Physical Education uniform may only be worn to and from school on Wellbeing/Literacy days
(Thursdays - Year 7 and 8 only), active uniform days (Tuesdays and Thursdays - Year 9 only), Carnivals
and Reflection days (all Year groups).
3. Students are expected to be neatly and appropriately dressed at all times.
4. The College blazer is to be worn to and from the College unless otherwise directed, including to
Tutor group every morning. Students are to wear their blazer to all formal assemblies and Masses at
the College.
5. Hair should be well groomed, neatly cut with no extremes of colour or style. Long hair (to collar
length) must be tied completely back using either a black or green hair tie. Bottle green and/or gold
(Years 7-11) or white ribbons (Year 12 only) may be used to tie hair back. Combs or clips that match
the hair colour are acceptable.
6. It is an expectation that male students be clean-shaven at all times. If a student arrives at school not
having shaved, they will do so under the instruction of staff and provided the relevant tools.
7. All uniform items should be clearly and permanently marked with the student's full name on the
inside.
8. Natural base foundation makeup and natural eye makeup is permitted, however heavy eye makeup,
lipstick and nail polish must not to be worn with the school uniform.
9. The following items of jewellery are permitted:
• A simple wrist watch
• One simple neck chain (worn under the clothing)
• One plain, simple gold or silver bracelet
• One plain, simple gold or silver ring
• One plain pair of 8mm in diameter (maximum) gold or silver sleepers or studs or diamante or
pearl earrings in the earlobe only
10. Multiple ear piercings and other facial piercings are not permitted. No retainers may be worn.
Should a student make the choice to wear these items, they will be removed from all classes until
this is corrected. Excess jewellery will be confiscated and held by the House Head until the end of
term.
Uniform Protocol_version_V2.0_Jul19
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11. Skirt and dress length should be on the knee.
12. When UV levels are 3 or above (typically September to April in Tasmania) students are encouraged
to wear a sun-safe hat, as issued by the College Uniform Store when outside for more than a few
minutes. All uniform expectations outlined in this Protocol are to be enacted by students with
consideration of the College’s Sunsmart Protocol.
13. The College green backpack is the only acceptable bag for daily use. The College sports bag may
be used in addition to the backpack for sports gear, but must be stored in the correct location. The
sports bag is not to be used instead of the College backpack. Workplace Health and Safety
practices dictate that bags are not to be carried to class, or while students are at recess or lunch and
these must be stored in the allocated lockers or bag racks.
14. When raining, students are permitted to wear the College issued raincoat with their formal uniform
over the College blazer to and from school. As this is a wet weather garment only, it is not to be
worn inside for any reason during the school day and must be removed and placed in the student's
locker when they arrive at the College.
15. The spray jacket may be worn with the PE Uniform outdoors. But is not allowed to be worn indoors.
Additionally, when raining, students are permitted to wear the spray jacket with their formal uniform
over the College blazer to and from school. But it is not to be worn for any reason during the school
day and must be removed and placed in the student's locker when they arrive at the College.
16. Students are permitted to wear the College issued sport jacket with their PE uniform, both outdoors
and inside corridors and classrooms. Additionally, when raining, students are permitted to wear the
sports jacket with their formal uniform over the College blazer to and from school. But it is not to be
worn for any reason during the school day and must be removed and placed in the student's locker
when they arrive at the College.
17. The College hooded sports top is only permitted to be worn with PE Uniform and is not to be worn
with the formal College uniform.
18. When it is unavoidable that the student is wearing the uniform incorrectly and/or is in breach of any
section of this Protocol, it is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to provide the student with a
note, which must explain both the reason and duration. The student must show this note to their
Tutor Teacher and present to the Uniform Infringement Office, and if required the student may be
loaned uniform items.
Consequences
The following section outlines instances when a student may be in breach in the Uniform Protocol and how
this is managed.
1.

2.

3.
4.

If the student is not attired correctly in their uniform, the student will be referred to the Uniform
Infringement Office. As per expectation #18 above, the student is required to present a note from
their parent/guardian explaining both the reason and duration for the uniform infringement.
If the student does have a note, it will officially stamped to indicate that the student had presented
at the Uniform Infringement Office. If the student does not have a note, this will be recorded on their
student profile and they will be provided with a stamped Uniform Infringement Notice.
If a student presents to the Uniform Infringement Office three times in a term without a note from
the parent/guardian they will be issued with a Tuesday After School Detention.
If the student continues to be in breach of the Protocol, detentions and other consequences will be
issued, and contact home will be required.

All staff members of the College are empowered to uphold the expectations and integrity of this Protocol. In
any instance where a staff member questions a student regarding the incorrect wearing of their uniform, full
cooperation from the student is expected.
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Any student who displays defiant behaviour with regards to complying with staff instruction under the
Protocol will be in breach of the Uniform Protocol and be failing to meet the behavioural expectations of the
College. Such defiance will be dealt with seriously.
Implementation
The implementation of this Protocol is the responsibility of all members of the College community.
Parents/guardians are responsible for providing the correct uniform items for students to wear. It is the
responsibility of the student to wear their uniform correctly. Collectively, students, parents/guardians and
staff are responsible for upholding and maintaining the expectations and integrity of the Uniform Protocol.
The College Leadership Team guides the ongoing development and evolution of the College uniform and
the Uniform Protocol, in collaboration with the students, parents and staff of the St Patrick’s College
community.
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PURPOSE
St Patrick’s College understand that contemporary life requires adapting to ever changing methods of
communication. The College has protocols in place for appropriate use of social media by staff and
students.
As part of the St Patrick’s College community, parents* also have a responsibility to engage appropriately
with social media that is linked to the College. The following guidelines provide direction on the nature of
their engagement in social media activities on any platform in connection with the College either directly, or
indirectly, in circumstances where a parent, staff member, student and/or community member of the College
is identifiable.
PROTOCOL STATEMENT
The College encourages parents to set and maintain high ethical standards in their use of social networking
by being respectful of the opinions of others and ensuring posts and comments help build and support the
College community. Parent online behaviour should reflect the same standards of honesty, respect and
consideration expected in face-to-face interactions and be in accordance with the Catholic ethos of the
College.
The role of parents is to model good digital citizenship for their children.
PROCEDURE
Social Media
Social media comprises relatively inexpensive and accessible tools that enable anyone (even private
individuals) to publish or access information. Social media may include (but is not limited to):
• Social networking sites (i.e. Facebook, Instagram, Yammer).
• Video and photo sharing websites (i.e. Youtube, Flickr, Vimeo).
• Blogs, including corporate blogs and personal blogs.
• Blogs hosted by media outlets (i.e. ‘comments’ or ‘your say’ feature on theage.com.au).
• Micro-blogging (i.e. Twitter).
• Wikis and online collaborations (i.e. Wikipedia).
*the definition of a parent in this protocol also refers to legal guardians and carers of students.

•
•
•
•
•

Vod and podcasting.
Forums discussion boards and groups (i.e. Google groups, Whirlpool).
Online multi-playing gaming platforms (i.e. World of Warcraft, Second Life).
Electronic messaging (including email and SMS).
Geo-spatial tagging (Foursquare).

Guidelines
The following guidelines apply:
• Parents must adhere to the Terms of Use of the relevant social media platform/website, as well as
copyright, privacy, defamation, contempt of court, discrimination, harassment, other applicable laws and
College policies and protocols.
• Parents must ensure they do not use or disclose any confidential information, post or respond to material
that is offensive, obscene, defamatory, threatening, harassing, bullying, discriminatory, hateful, racist,
sexist, infringes copyright, constitutes a contempt of court, breaches a Court suppression order, or is
otherwise unlawful.
• Child Protection protocols must always be observed.
• Under no circumstances should disrespectful or offensive comments be made about staff, students,
parents or the College in general. Parents are requested not to comment upon nor forward unsupported
information such as rumours concerning the College or comment or post material that might otherwise
cause damage to the College’s or a staff member’s reputation or bring it into disrepute.
• The St Patrick’s College Anti-Bullying and Harassment Protocol applies to activities which are both online
and in the physical workplace.
• Parents are strongly advised against creating social media accounts for the purpose of sharing
information regarding College matters (i.e. year group or co-curricular Facebook pages) or that are
associated with the College, with the understanding that moderating the conduct of others can be
problematic and is subject to the conditions of this Protocol.
• Parents should never discuss sensitive school matters, students, staff or College community members
with others online, including using Facebook, blogs and other social media outlets.
• Parents should act on the assumption that all comments and engagement online is in the public domain.
Even with the strictest privacy settings, comments expressed online under the impression of a ‘private
conversation’ may end up being shared in a more public domain.
• Strictly no photographs and/or videos of students of the College (with the exception of a parent/s own
children) are to be posted.
• Before posting photographs and/or videos that include parents of students and/or staff members of the
College, permission must be sought from individuals.
• Staff members are not permitted to accept invitations from parents or send requests to parents to join
social media sites.
• Individuals who become aware of positive or negative remarks online regarding the College, its staff or
students and/or its operations that are believed to be important, should provide this information to the
Principal who will consider such comments on a case by case basis.
• Parents are encouraged to correct any online conduct mistakes as immediate as this becomes apparent,
making it clear what they have done to rectify the concern and apologise if the situation warrants it. In
cases of major mistakes (i.e. reporting confidential information), parents should advise the Principal
immediately so proper steps can be made to help minimise any impact.
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Breach of Protocol
Depending on the circumstances, non-compliance with this Protocol may constitute a breach of the St
Patrick’s College Enrolment Agreement; sexual harassment, child protection or criminal laws; discrimination;
privacy or some other contravention of the law.
Failure to comply with the Protocol by a parent may put at risk the continuation of their child’s enrolment at
the College. In serious cases, termination of the enrolment contractual agreement by the College may result.
Cyberbullying and other online abuses may result in a notification to the Police or other relevant authorities
where the College is legally obliged to do so.
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