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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the beautiful Kanamaluka with trees and stunning skies. The birds chirping and singing,
the wind rustling through the leaves.

This land is rich with life. Deep with history. We live on strong Country splashed with splendid features.
Rolling mountains scatter the land. Crystal blue seas.

For this Country, as small as it may be, no matter where | am, its beauty never fails me.

This is the Country of the Palawa who have cared for the lands and waterways since time began.



From the Principal

Since our last edition, much has happened at
St Patrick’s College.

Each year is marked by the farewell of a graduating
class, our newest group of alumni—and the
welcome of a new group of Year 7 students,
beginning their own St Patrick’s journey. Exciting
times lie ahead for both groups.

For our graduates, a new chapter begins, whether
that's university, apprenticeships, a gap year, work
and study, or travel. We are confident that their time
at St Patrick’s College has equipped them well for the
world they are stepping into. We know they will go on
to make meaningful contributions across many fields
and communities.

For our incoming Year 7 students, the next six years
promise a rich opportunity of learning, sport, culture,
faith, and friendship. It's a journey that will challenge
and shape them, just as it has done for the many that
have come before.

Throughout 2024 and into 2025, the College has
continued to thrive. Highlights from the year include
exceptional student performances in the arts; our
College musical Midnight: The Cinderella Story
showcased the musical and theatrical talents of

both students and staff, alongside strong academic
achievements and a number of sporting premierships
across multiple year levels.

Our College Outreach programs remain a cornerstone
of student life, with many students actively involved

in community partnerships, fundraising, and service
initiatives. These experiences reflect the values at

the heart of a St Patrick’s education: compassion,
leadership and social justice. Students in Years 10, 11,
and 12 participate in our Ascent program, where they
develop servant leadership skills through supporting
others in our community. Throughout the year, our
Year 9 students prepare soup and slices weekly to
support the Vinnies Food Vans, a significant act of care.

A significant milestone this year has been the opening
of the Penola Innovation Centre, our new learning
facility named in honour of the town where Mary
MacKillop and Julian Tenison Woods began their
pioneering work in education.

Mrs Liz lllingworth

The Penola Innovation Centre, incorporating the
Ballygriffin Cafe, has quickly become a vibrant hub
of student learning, engagement and innovation. It
symbolises both our rich Josephite and Presentation
heritage and our ongoing commitment to
contemporary education. The centre comprises six
science labs, two general classrooms, a makerspace,
a computer laboratory, a digital technology lab, and
two magnificent STEM classrooms. More than just a
building, it has become a space for learning, wellbeing,
and connection.

We gratefully acknowledge the work of CMK
Architects, Curtis McKirdy and Liam Javis; Beardwood
Construction, Luke Beardwood, Ash Beardwood,
Mitchell Gilam, and Dave Zeeman; and our College
staff, particularly Business Manager Karen Cole and
Facilities Manager Kris Eade, for their leadership and
commitment to this landmark project.

We encourage all our Old Collegians to stay in touch,
whether through reunions, mentoring opportunities,
or simply by sharing your stories with us. Your
connection to the College reminds our current
students that they are part of something lasting and
significant.

To support this, we've recently launched Alumnly, a
new platform that allows Old Collegians to reconnect
with one another. If your email is registered with the
College, you will have received an invitation to join. We
encourage you to sign up and invite others within your
network to do the same, helping us to grow a vibrant
and connected alumni community.

We were recently honoured to welcome back the
Honourable Justice Penny Neskovcin, who was College
Captain in 1987. In February 2024, Justice Neskovcin
was formally sworn in as a Judge of the Federal

Court of Australia. It was inspiring for our students to
hear from a College graduate who has made such a
distinguished contribution to the legal profession and
to public life.

Thank you for your continued support of St Patrick’s
College. We look forward to all that the coming year
will bring and to continuing the proud tradition of the
Patrician commmunity.
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Celebrating 40 Years

of Co-education at St Patrick’s College

On Saturday, 26 October,

we celebrated 40 years of co-
education at St Patrick’s College
with our Anniversary Open Day.

The day began with a special Mass
led by Archbishop Julian Porteous,
where we honoured the legacy of
the 1994 amalgamation between
Marian College and St Patrick’s
College. As a community we took
the opportunity to express our
gratitude to the Presentation
Sisters, who brought Catholic
Education to Launceston in 1873 by
establishing Sacred Heart College;
to the Christian Brothers, who
established St Patrick’s College at
York Street in 1919, opening the
Prospect campus in 1958; and

to the Sisters of St Joseph, who
established St Thomas More’s

in 1938.

Following the Mass, our 2024
College Captains joined Sr
Carmel Jones of the Sisters of

St Joseph, Sr Elizabeth Vagg of
the Presentation Sisters, Br Clem
Barrett of the Christian Brothers,
and Archbishop Porteous for a
celebratory cutting of the cake.
This moment was particularly
special because of Sr Carmel and
Sr Elizabeth's presence, along
with Br Clem, who served as the
first principal of the newly co-
educational College in 1984.

Nostalgia was in the air as Old
Collegians (including Reunion
groups comprising graduates from
1974,1984 and 1994), staff, students,
and community members toured
the College, admiring the many
changes and reminiscing over
treasured memories. The tours
were aided by digital presentations
and visits to the History Room,
which provided glimpses of
familiar faces from the past.

The celebration culminated with
a relaxed BBQ at Croagh Patrick,

where guests gathered in the
sunshine to reconnect and share
stories.

This event was a beautiful
reminder of our strong community
- a day for students, staff, Old
Collegians and our extended
community to come together

and celebrate all that St Patrick’s
College is in 2024.

May we continue to build on the
legacy that is St Patrick’s College
for the generations to come.

Mrs Liz lllingworth
Principal
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“The celebration
culminated with a relaxed
BBQ at Croagh Patrick,
where guests gathered in
the sunshine to reconnect
and share stories.”
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Strong Foundations
Transforming Our College Spaces

The highly anticipated STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) project began

in 2023, following the signing of a contract with
Beardwood PTY Ltd in late 2022. Demolition of the
old science classrooms and surrounding buildings
was carried out to make way for this transformative
development at the centre of our campus.

The new facility unites our gymnasiums, Middle
School, Senior School and Library into a single
connected building. It features modern classrooms,
science laboratories, STEM learning spaces, breakout
areas for study and socialising, and a central cafeteria
and amphitheatre.

To offset the loss of five classrooms during demolition,
Anstie Constructions installed two temporary
classrooms—an absolute minimum, resulting in a 98%
room occupancy rate and a very tight timetable.

Construction experienced early delays in 2023 due
to issues with the delivery and installation of a new
electrical substation. Despite these setbacks, the
Ballygriffin Cafe began operating earlier this year,
offering staff and students an assortment of high
quality hot and cold lunch options.
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While work was underway on the Penola Innovation Centre, the College also
took the opportunity to reconfigure the top Middle School courtyard, now
known as The Founders Ground. Beardwood completed the earthworks and
civil works, while the College sourced and installed ninja-style equipment to
create a level space with an exercise circuit designed to challenge balance,
strength, and agility.

The new equipment is already proving popular, used in Physical and Outdoor
Education classes as well as by students during recess and lunch.
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Penola Innovation Centre
Opening of the Penola Innovation Centre

& Ballygriffin Cafe

On September 26, the Penola Innovation Centre
and Ballygriffin Cafe were officially opened by
Archbishop Anthony Ireland. Archbishop Tony
celebrated a Liturgy with our community, speaking
about the strength and inspiration of Nano Nagle
and Saint Mary MacKillop. He also reminded us of the
importance of gratitude, encouraging us to express
thanks to those who impact, help, and support

us, as this is essential to building strong human
relationships and connections. We look forward to
welcoming Archbishop Tony back to our College in
the future, where he will have further opportunities
to connect with our College community.

The name Penola holds deep significance in the
story of Australia's first saint, Mary MacK:illop, and her
mentor, Fr Julian Tenison Woods. In 1866, in the small
town of Penola in South Australia, Mary MacKillop
and Julian Tenison Woods founded the Sisters of St
Joseph of the Sacred Heart. Together they shared a
vision of providing education to children, especially
those in rural and disadvantaged communities.
Penola was the place where this vision came to life:
Mary opened her first school there in a disused stable,
marking the beginning of a movement that would
spread across Australia and beyond. By choosing the
name Penola, we honour this spirit of courage, vision,
and dedication to the needs of others. Just as Penola
was the birthplace of innovation in education through
Mary and Julian’s bold steps, our Penola Innovation
Centre will be a place where creativity, collaboration,
and new ideas flourish. It will remind us that true
innovation is not only about technology or modern
spaces, but about using our gifts to serve others and
make a difference.

Our new cafeteria

has been named the
Ballygriffin Cafe in honour
of the birthplace of Nano
Nagle, the foundress of the
Presentation Sisters.

Nano Nagle was born in

Ballygriffin, County Cork,

Ireland in 1718. Growing up

in a time when Catholics

in Ireland were denied the

right to education, Nano

experienced first-hand the

struggles of poverty and

injustice. Deeply moved

by the needs of the poor, she went on to found schools
in Cork, bringing education and hope to children who
would otherwise have had none. Her work grew into
the foundation of the Presentation Sisters, whose
mission of faith, education, and service has spread
across the world — including here in our own College
community.
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~Farewells

Jill Myers

After 37

years of

dedicated

service,

Jill Myers

retired from

St Patrick's

College

in 2023,

leaving

a lasting

legacy of faith, care, and
leadership. Starting in 1986, Jill
played a vital role in nurturing
the spiritual growth of students
through reflection days, retreats
and her work as Faith and Justice
Coordinator and Head of Religion.

As a House Head, Jill guided
students with kindness and
encouragement, helping them
become their best selves. Known
for her support of colleagues and
vast knowledge across subjects,
she was a valued mentor and
friend. Jill has inspired countless
students to become advocates for
positive change in the world. Jill's
tireless efforts in fostering a sense
of community and belonging
within our College have been
greatly appreciated.

We sincerely thank Jill for her
dedication to the College.

Roger Morgan

After an
incredible
journey that
began in
1990, Roger
Morgan
retired at the
end of 2024.

Throughout

his time at

the College, Roger contributed

to many areas of school life. He
played a key role in nurturing the
talents of young cricketers and
sparked a passion for chemistry in
countless students. His leadership
was especially felt during his 14
years as House Head of MacKillop
Barry, where he fostered a strong
sense of community.

Roger’s impact extended well
beyond the classroom. Among
staff, he was known for his warm
and welcoming nature, his daily
trivia challenges, and his quick
wit and humour — all of which
helped create a collegial and
supportive environment.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to
Roger for his outstanding service
and contributions to the life of
the College.

Patrick McManus

After 35

remarkable

years at St

Patrick’s

College, we

pay tribute

to Patrick

McManus—

an educator,

mentor,

and leader.

Patrick has served with
distinction in roles including
House Head of Nagle, Head of
Religious Education, Head of
Football, senior coach, Volleyball
PIC, and junior cricket coach.

Beyond the classroom and sports
field, Patrick served as Senior
School Chaplain for the ERC,
leading Chapel, Sunday Mass and
music ministry with deep faith
and passion.

His commmitment to Catholic
education, unwavering sense of
vocation and care for students
and staff alike have left an
enduring legacy. We thank
Patrick for his service and
dedication to the College.
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Musical Throwback

A Look Back at Musicals of Past and Present

1995 Fiddler on the Roof

2005 Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
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2025 Midnight

For generations, the stage at St Patrick’s College has been a place of creativity, collaboration, and unforgettable
storytelling. Our College musicals have brought together students, staff, and the wider community to celebrate the
performing arts in all their vibrant forms.

From 1995's Fiddler on the Roof to the colourful energy of 2005's Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, each
musical has left a lasting impression. In 2015, a new generation of performers brought charm and elegance to the stage

in Getting to Know... The King and |. Most recently, 2025's production of Midnight offered a fresh, modern retelling of the
Cinderella story, showcasing the ongoing evolution of musical theatre at St Patrick’s College.

As we look back with pride and forward with excitement, we celebrate the rich legacy of musicals at St Patrick’s College—and
the memories that continue to inspire us all.
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Reunions

Connecting as Old Collegians

'l 9'7 On Saturday 26 October,
20 classmates met to
commemorate their time together at
St Patricks. The day started with mass at
the chapel, followed by an eye-opening
tour of the 2024 College campus. The
day concluded at Three Steps on George,
where, although some were meeting
for the first time in half a century, the
conversations, jokes, nicknames and
anecdotes flowed with ease. This reunion
gave us a real reason to reconnect and
celebrate a special season in our lives. -

Peter Illingworth
'l 9 8 On Saturday 26 October
2024, a group of former
St Patrick’s College students from the
graduating class of 1984 gathered at the
College to celebrate 40 years since their
final year of schooling. The event formed
part of the wider commemoration of the
40-year anniversary of the amalgamation
of Marian College and St Patrick’s College
in 1984, a significant milestone in the
College’s proud history.

Festivities began at 10:00am in the
courtyard behind the College Chapel,
where attendees enjoyed a warm
welcome and the ceremonial cutting of
the anniversary cake. It was a symbolic
and nostalgic moment that marked
the beginning of a day filled with
reconnection and reflection.

Following the opening, the 1984 reunion
group, joined by members of the 1974
and 1994 cohort, took part in a guided
tour of the College grounds. There was
genuine amazement at how much the
physical landscape of the College had
changed over the past four decades. Of
particular interest was the visit to the
College History Room, which showcased
a range of memorabilia, photographs,
uniforms and publications from their
time at school. The displays stirred many
fond memories and conversations.

The group then headed to the Croagh
Patrick campus, where current students
hosted a sausage sizzle and engaged

in conversation with the visitors. This
provided an excellent opportunity to
reflect on the impressive new facilities
now available to students and how the
learning environment had evolved.

The celebrations continued into the
afternoon at the Northern Public House,
owned by fellow alumnus Shaun Spencer.
Here, the 1984 classmates shared
laughter, stories, and memories of what
was a transformative year in the life of the
College. Some attendees had travelled
from across Tasmania and interstate.

As the afternoon came to a close, many
were already looking forward to reuniting
again in 2034 to mark the 50-year

milestone. - Dave Mohr.
'l 99 On Saturday 26 October
2024, students from the
class of 1994 gathered for a fantastic
night at Sporties Hotel, celebrating
another great reunion. We had past
students from as far as Queensland fly in.
We enjoyed drinks, nibbles and speeches
at Sporties Hotel. Afterwards a smaller
group of us walked to Reggie’s laneway
bar for a bit of extra fun into the early
hours. We really didn’'t want the night
to end and we are all looking forward to
the next one. - Matt Gibson, Rhiannon

Turnbull & Belinda Wood.
199 Saturday, March 15, saw the
epic reunion for the SPC
class of 1995. The Reunion kicked off with
a tour of modern-day St Patrick’s College,
where many stories of past people and
happenings were shared. The small yet
enthusiastic tour group marvelled at the
changes since we finished in 1995 and were
able to take a group photo for one Old
Collegian who missed the Year 12 photo. The
tour concluded with a visit to the St Patrick's
History room, where we reminisced over
photos of our Year 7/8 selves.

The festivities then moved to The
Gunners Arms Tavern. The upstairs
function room was the scene of some
joyful catch-ups, many laughs and
fantastic hospitality provided by the
amazing Gunners staff. Downstairs we
were serenaded by a metal band and
after some photos and much celebrating
the party moved on to other venues until
the wee hours.

A huge thanks to Luke Heath for
organising the event and Adrian Singline
for generously hosting at the Gunners

Arms Tavern. - Adrian Viney.
In November 2024, the

-I 999 St Patrick’s College Class

of 1999 came together to celebrate

their 25-year school reunion at Du

Cane. Approximately 20 classmates
made it out for the evening, with a few
unfortunately grounded by last-minute
flight cancellations. Still, those who
gathered had a fantastic time catching
up, laughing over old memories, flipping
through yearbook photos, and marvelling
at how much, and how little, everyone
had changed. The night was filled with
reconnection, delicious pizza and drinks,
and lots of reminiscing. One special
highlight was realising that some of us
now have our own kids attending the
school where it all began, and are actively
involved in the school community. A few
of us are even working here now! It was

a heartwarming full-circle moment that
made the reunion even more meaningful.
We're already looking forward to doing

it all again at our 30-year reunion in

2029! In the meantime, we're planning a
casual Christmas catch-up later this year.
If you're interested in being kept in the
loop, get in touch with Anna Carswell at
anna.carswell@gmail.com.

If you'd like to stay informed about plans
for the 30-year reunion, please reach

out to the school to ensure your contact
details are up to date. - Jessie Mansfield &
Anna Carswell.
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40 Year Reunion

2025 SPRING T1



2024/25

Mother of Karen Witt

Mother of Leigh Hart

Andrew Fluck, husband of Fil Bovino

David Kurth, husband of Wendy Kurth, father-in-law of Jessie Mansfield
Michael Lawson Otley APM

Carolyn Maureen Scott (nee Foley)

William (Bill) Tabart

Pam Pollington

Stuart Holloway, father of Caleb and Joseph

Mother-in-law of Gina Poulton

Charlotte, sister of Trish Weedon

Bronte, daughter of Leonie Smith

Doreen Radin, grandmother of Lindsey Hills and Nicole Laskey
Anthony Cox

Marie Dunphy

In Loving Memory of Adrian Kok

Old Collegian, Coach, Mentor, and Friend to the St Patrick’s
College Community

We are saddened to share the passing of Adrian Kok, a much-
loved member of the St Patrick’s College community, who
passed away on 2 May, surrounded by his wife, Leah, and
daughter, Alison, after a long journey with bowel cancer.

Adrian was a proud Old Collegian, attending St Patrick's
College through the 1960s. His commitment to the College
extended far beyond his school years. From the mid-1980s
until 2009, Adrian dedicated himself to coaching and
refereeing soccer at the College, generously sharing his time
and passion for the sport.

Adrian also played a vital role on the Parents & Friends
Committee, instrumental in fundraising efforts for numerous
projects, including the College’s swimmming pool. His role as a
Produce Manager at Roelf Vos, later Woolworths, allowed him
to support College and community initiatives in practical and
meaningful ways—most notably through his contributions to
Edmund Rice Camps and his encouragement for the College
to start its own Relay for Life team in support of the Cancer
Council.

Adrian’s legacy at St Patrick's is one of quiet service,
generosity and deep community spirit.

We extend our deepest sympathies to Leah, Alison, and all
of Adrian’'s loved ones. He will be dearly missed and fondly
remembered as a true pillar of the St Patrick’s College
community.

May he rest in peace.
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Callin

all Ol
Collegians!

We welcome you to join our
new Old Collegian portal at
https://stpatrickscollege.
alumnly.com/.

As we build our alumni
community online, you will be
able to find and connect with
others from your graduating year,
share your news and hear about
what others have been up to.

Upcoming Reunions

The Class of 2000 are preparing to celebrate their 25 Year Reunion in 2025!

Originally planned for 2020 but cancelled due to COVID, the group is excited to finally come together again. A Facebook
group—*“Class of 2000, 20 years on..."—was created for the original reunion and remains the main hub for updates (the
name hasn't changed, but the group is active!).

The reunion is most likely to be held in December around Christmas time at a venue in Launceston. Further details will be
shared through the Facebook group closer to the date.

A special reunion has been organised for former St Patrick’s students who attended St
Patrick’s Primary School (1966-1969) or St Patrick’s College (1970-1975).

The gathering will take place over two evenings in Launceston this November:

*  Friday 7 November - Informal drinks at Steve’s Grill, Bathurst Street (formerly the Centennial Hotel)
from 7:00pm. A door charge of $10 applies to cover a late supper.

Saturday 8 November - Official Reunion Dinner at the Riverside Golf Club from 6.00 pm.
This will be a sit-down meal catered for by the club (own expense). Dress: neat casual.

Alumni are asked to RSVP by Thursday 23 October, indicating attendance at either or both events, and whether a partner
will be joining the Saturday dinner.

Please reply to joefletch1957@gmail.com.

We look forward to welcoming classmates back together for what promises to be a memorable weekend of connection
and reminiscence.




St Patrick’s College Launceston
Strength Through Faith and Knowledge

282 Westbury Road, Prospect Vale TAS 7250
T: (03) 63419988 E: contact@stpatricks.tas.edu.au

https://mwww.facebook.com/StPatricksCollegeLaunceston/



