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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B - 1st September 2024 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 

We are located on the country of the Tyerenotepanner, the Panninher and the Litarimirina people of the Stoney Creek Nation. 

We acknowledge and pay respect to the Traditional Owners, who have cared for land, sea, waterways and sky, as the ongoing custodians, 

for thousands of years.  We honour Elders, past and present. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

FIRST  READING   Deuteronomy 4:1-2. 6-8 

Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the laws 
and customs that I teach you today, and observe them, that 
you may have life and may enter and take possession of the 
land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving you. You 
must add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing 
from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God 
just as I lay them down for you. Keep them, observe them, 
and they will demonstrate to the peoples your wisdom and 
understanding. When they come to know of all these laws 
they will exclaim, “No other people is as wise and prudent as 
this great nation.” And indeed, what great nation is there that 
has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to us whenever 
we call to him? And what great nation is there that has laws 
and customs to match this whole Law that I put before you 
today?’ 

 

RESPONSORIAL  PSALM              Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1 

(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 

1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?  
He who walks without fault; 
he who acts with justice 
and speaks the truth from his heart. (R.)  

2. He who does no wrong to his brother,  
who casts no slur on his neighbour, 
who holds the godless in disdain, 
but honours those who fear the Lord. (R.)  

3. He who keeps his pledge, come what may;  
who takes no interest on a loan 
and accepts no bribes against the innocent. 
Such a man will stand firm for ever. (R.)  

 

SECOND  READING       James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27 

It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given 
us from above; it comes down from the Father of all light; with 
him there is no such thing as alteration, no shadow of a 
change. By his own choice he made us his children by the 
message of the truth so that we should be a sort of first-fruits 
of all that he had created. Accept and submit to the word 
which has been planted in you and can save your souls. But 
you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it 
and deceive yourselves. Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of 
God our Father is this: coming to the help of orphans and wid-
ows when  they need it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated 
by the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
The Father gave us birth by his message of truth, 
that we might be as the first fruits of his creation.  
Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL           Mark 7:1-8. 14-15. 21-23 

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered round Jesus, and they noticed that some 
of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, that is, with-
out washing them. For the Pharisees, and the Jews in gen-
eral, follow the tradition of the elders and never eat without 
washing their arms as far as the elbow; and on returning from 
the market place they never eat without first sprinkling them-
selves. There are also many other observances which have 
been handed down to them concerning the washing of cups 
and pots and bronze dishes. So these Pharisees and scribes 
asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not respect the tradition of 
the elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’ He an-
swered, ‘It was of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophe-
sied in this passage of scripture: This people honours me only 
with lip-service, while their hearts are far from me. The wor-
ship they offer me is worthless, the doctrines they teach are 
only human regulations You put aside the commandment of 
God to cling to human traditions.’ He called the people to him 
again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand. 
Nothing that goes into a man from outside can make him un-
clean; it is the things that come out of a man that make him 
unclean. For it is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil in-
tentions emerge: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 
malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these 
evil things come from within and make a man unclean.’ 
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PRAYER FOR FATHERS 
God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all things.  Bless all our 
fathers.  May they be strengthened as Christian fathers.  Let the example of 
their faith and love shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and daughters,  
may honour them always with a spirit of profound respect.  Grant this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

POPE  FRANCIS’  PRAYER  INTENTION  

FOR SEPTEMBER    For the cry of the Earth 

 

Let us pray that each of us listens with our 

hearts to the cry of the Earth and of the 

victims of environmental disasters and the 

climate crisis, making a personal commitment 

to care for the world we inhabit. 

Dear Parish Family,     

Laws, regulations, traditions and customs are often good. But they are not absolutes, they are a 

means to an end. They could be dispensed with if they do not serve the purpose for which they were 

designed. When they no longer lead us to God, they become a hindrance. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 

rebukes the Pharisees and the Scribes for accusing his disciples of disregarding the traditions of the 

elders by failing to wash their hands before eating. He upbraided them saying, Isaiah prophesised 

rightly about this: “this people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do 

they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.” 

So, what is this gospel all about? The pharisees believed that the traditions, which came down to 

them, were handed down orally from Sinai, through an unbroken human chain. Thus, where the law was silent, oral laws and 

traditions filled the gaps and began to govern every aspect of personal and corporate life of the Israelites. These laws were 

considered binding upon all Israel, were entrusted to the scribes, the recognised interpreters of the law. The custom of hand-

washing before the meals for lay people was not biblical. Only priest had to wash their hands and feet before entering sanctu-

ary (Ex 30:19, 40:13). The priests also had to wash their hands before eating the priestly food, because it was considered ho-

ly. The pharisees, in their zeal to protect themselves from ritual contamination, extended the priestly regulation even to the 

laity. They considered ritual purity to be a necessary prelude to the true acknowledgement of God as Almighty. 

For us which is more defining of a disciple? Inner thoughts or outer actions? The heartfelt faith conviction, or the act of service 

or worship which gives it expression? How about both! As Christ body, we are an incarnational, sacramental people. Our exist-

ence is more than bodily activity, we have rich spiritual depths. The love of God and neighbour in our hearts is to be embodied 

and enacted on earth. But what if we start to bear inner resentments, grudges, hatred? No matter how privately held, these 

seeds (if left unattended) will grow and infect the conduct of our outward, visible lives. Today, make an examination of con-

science. Uproot toxic attitude; plant and nurture the seeds of love and gratitude.   

Have a blessed Sunday! Fr Leonard Caldera 

YOU ARE ASKED TO PRAY  

FOR OUR NEWLY BAPTISED especially Peregrine Sinclair (Baden and Abigail), Hudson Luttrell (Simon and Amy) and  
Jacob Brumby (Joanne) who will celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism within our parish this weekend. 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Sr Mary Joseph OCD, Dympna McCann, Brigitte, Pat McCarthy, Shirley O’Byrne, Fiona 
Hood, Marlene Egidio Tosello, Ray Atley, Qian Zhang-Allchin,  Kathy Aldred, Cheryl Dawtrey, Rowena Villacampa, Kevin 
Quadros, Will Smith, Merril Thompson, Tina La Palombara, Noelene Bye, Peter Brumby, Maria Holton, Louisa Buttazzoni, Pat-
sy Heath, Alex Thrower, Alida Moolenschot, Sharon Manzone, Suzy Fenton, Elizabeth Nettlefold, Shirley Ambrose, Bev Calla-
han, Helen Wright, Alfred Weeding, Maureen Saunders, Mary Carter, Scott Bailey, Ralf Roston, Kristel Latham, Jennifer Dow-
ell, Andrew Campbell, Bill Lewis, Eduardo Bilanes, Brian Beardwood, Jane Gillard, Joel Wilkinson, Jesse Moore, Elaine Blake, 
John Walsh, Clare Maddox, William Siegrist, Anne Harris, Jane Savaro, Amelia Eckert, Allison Thambugala, Ava Woolley, Da-
vid Lewis, Christian Barrett, Xavier Banks, George Donovan, Jan McClean, Peter Marshall, Ellen Bortolot. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED Ivo Agostini and Lena Hudson who have died recently, Garda Richardson, Geoffrey Byers, 
Isobel Olding, Felicetta Facchin, Janine Harris, Carolyn Pucinelli, Alcide Taurian, Percia McGrath, Dina Bardenhagen, Edwin 
Habel, Dorothy Crumpton, Lorraine McGee, Vito de Liberali, Patrick Sheils, Pechon family—Emeliana, Amador, Archivaldo, 
Gloria, Maria, Jacinto, Bonifacio, Marcelo, Vincente; Nanacy Eileen Foon, Arthur Eric Foon,and we remember all victims of the 
COVID-19 virus. 

FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY: We continue to pray for the gift of healing and peace for all 
who contract the virus, especially for those who are in hospital, and for their families. 

A  VOCATION  VIEW 

Thank God our struggles of faith can be ultimately 

overcome through prayer, perseverance, and love. ‘Do 

what the word tells you’. Be doers of the word.  



 

 

NEXT SUNDAYS READINGS: 
23rdSunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 35:4-7 

Psalm 145:7-10 

James 2:1-5 

Mark 7:31-37 

Bank details for direct debit donations to support the 

financial needs of your Parish: 

Account Name:  Launceston Catholic Parish 

BSB: 067 000; Account No: 1031 6153. 

Reference:  “your surname” 

PARISH ACTIVITIES, INFORMATION AND NEWS 

ONE HOUR WITH JESUS This Sunday, 1st September at the Carmelite Monastery.  You are welcome to join the Car-
melite nuns in spending some time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament: 2.00pm Office of None (afternoon prayer of the 
Church); 2.15 - 3.00pm Silent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament; 3.00pm Benediction 
PRESENTATION  ASSOICATIES  The meeting  set down for 14th September has been CANCELLED due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances.  We will next gather at the Apostles Meeting Room on 12th October at 2pm 

MORNING  AND  EVENING  MEDITATION  will be held in the Stables, Emmanuel Centre on Tuesdays at 11am  and 
Wednesdays at 5pm.  All are welcome.  Enquires:  Tina: 0417305546                                                                                                                 
MONDAY NIGHT ROSARY Every Monday in Church of the Apostles at 7.30pm.  Come along and offer your thanks to 
“Our Blessed Mother Mary” for the Blessings she bestows on us each day.  All Welcome.                                                                                               
LECTIO  DIVINA   Every Friday morning 10.30 am for 1 hour, at the Pastoral Centre, Lectio Divina - Contemplating and 
praying the scriptures for the upcoming weekend Mass readings. A time to slow down, to listen with the ears of your heart.  
Everyone is welcome.        

FRIDAY  HOLY  HOUR  Adoration and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place for one hour every Friday after the 
12noon Mass at the Church of the Apostles.                                                                                                                                                              
THE CARMEL SHOP: The Carmel Shop is open between 11am—4pm on Wednesdays.  

St Vincent de Paul Leaving Collection at all Masses this  weekend. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  AMEN.. 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Saturday     5.00pm Vigil Sacred Heart, Newstead 

Sunday  7.30am  Carmelite Monastery 

9.00am  St Finn Barr’s Invermay  

9.00am  St Patrick’s Chapel  Prospect  

10.30am  Apostles    

5.30pm  Apostles (April to September) 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  2nd—7th Septermber 

7.30am Monday to Saturday at Carmelite Monastery 

Tuesday: 12noon                 Newstead  

Wednesday: 5.30pm  Apostles 

Thursday: 12noon  Invermay 

Friday:  12noon  Apostles 

Saturday:       7.30am  Carmel 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday : 9.30am-10.30am         Apostles 

  4.15pm –4.45pm         Newstead 

 

Mass Live-streamed    Every Sunday at 9am 

 Facebook @catholicparishlaunceston or: 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/CatholicParishLaunceston/videos/ 

Sunday Mass is also televised every Sunday Morning on WIN and 

WIN HD, 6.00am - 6.30am. 

Gardens of the Bible and the Seasons of our Lives 
Saturday 7th September, 2024, 10am—3pm           Pastoral Centre—44 Margaret Street, Launceston   

You are invited to a day of reflection and prayer - entering the gardens of the Bible and tilling the soil of our hearts as we con-

template these significant spaces of meaning and season and discover how they offer life and growth in our own lives.  Cost: 

$40 (morning tea included) BYO lunch.  Facilitated by Belinda Chapman.   
Please book by 30th August - ph: 0418 141 171 or email: belindachapman.sd@gmail.com  or visit the website via the QR 

code on the flyer available in the Church. 

Who are my mother and my brothers?    Saturday 21
st

 September, Launceston Parish Pastoral Centre  

You are warmly invited to a regional gathering where Fr Chris Hope, Tasmanian diocesan priest, well known scripture schol-

ar and lecturer, will speak and lead discussion on the Gospel of Mark.    What can we learn for ourselves and for our commu-

nities? Time:  10am for 10.15am to 12.30pm. Registrations:   Donna: donna_mcwilliam@yahoo.com.au/   0418761922 

   Hosted by Concerned Catholics Tasmania. 

https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fpg%2fCatholicParishLaunceston%2fvideos%2f&umid=6b82d9e5-34cf-4ed5-8e11-7d86672418db&auth=44ba8ce275bc61e46d1d7ea6d8710c2512e85123-78b4663656bc179443ecc05a46f936d623fa
mailto:belindachapman.sd@gmail.com
mailto:donna_mcwilliam@yahoo.com.au


 

 
The Catholic Parish of Launceston embraces and whole-heartedly supports the Archdiocese of 

Hobart Safe Communities Policy and Framework.   

Enquiries: Safe Communities officer- Parish Office 63314377 or email: launceston@aohtas.org.au           

Safe Communities Information flyer available in the Church 

Exploring the Beauty of the Mass (part –3)       (Continued from last Sunday) 

The Gradual or Responsorial Psalm was inserted in between the readings. Later, a cantor came forward with a book of chants 

on the psalms (Cantatorium). The people would sing the refrain to the chant. The cantor would stand on the next to the top 

step of the ambo from which the readings were proclaimed. This step was called "the gradus," hence the term gradual. 

The Alleluia verse preceding the Gospel is also from the earliest Mass. This song is the Easter proclamation. 

The Gospel was always given a place of honour. A member of the clergy always read the Gospel. In the Roman liturgy, the 

priest or deacon would take the Gospel book from the altar and be led to the ambo in a small scale procession with acolytes 

bearing candles and incense. St. Jerome recounted that a similar procession was performed when a dignitary entered a room 

in ancient court ceremonies. About the fourth century, the acclamation "Glory to you, O Lord" (Gloria tibi, Domini) was intro-

duced at the beginning of the reading of the Gospel, and the acclamation "Praise to you, O Christ" (Laus tibi, Christe), at the 

end of the Gospel, to express the conviction of Christ's presence in the proclaimed word of the Gospel. For this same reason, 

the faithful always stood for the Gospel while they sat for the other readings. By the ninth century, at the beginning of the 

reading of the Gospel, the faithful made the sign of the cross on the forehead, lips and heart, signifying that the mind is open 

to receive Christ's word, that it is confessed with the lips, and it is taken to the heart. 

At Vatican II, the Council Fathers, in providing guidelines for the renewal of the Mass, directed, "The treasures of the Bible are 

to be opened up more lavishly so that a richer fare may be provided for the faithful at the table of God's word. In this way, a 

more representative part of the Sacred Scriptures will be read to the people in the course of a prescribed number of 

years" ("The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy," No. 51). Therefore, a three-year cycle of readings for Sundays and a two-

year cycle for weekday Masses was devised. Regarding the Sunday Cycle, each Sunday Mass will have a first reading from 

the Old Testament (or from Acts of the Apostles or the Book of Revelation depending upon the liturgical season or feast), a 

responsorial psalm, a second reading from one of the epistles of the New Testament, and finally a Gospel passage. Each cy-

cle will take the gospel passages from a particular gospel: Cycle A, St. Matthew; Cycle B, St. Mark; and Cycle C, St. Luke. 

Passages from St. John are interspersed throughout the year, especially during Easter season and during Cycle B.          

(To be continued next week)                Fr Leonard PP 

Prayer for the Season of Creation 

God of all life, 

We thank you for the gift of creation, 

For the water that keeps us alive, 

For our food and shelter, 

All of which come from the generosity of Earth. 

 

We thank you for the very air we breathe 

Which we share with every creature. 

May we take good care of Earth 

As our common home takes care of us. 

 

May we work for justice for those 

Most hurt by damage to our environment. 

May we enjoy the beauty of nature 

And pray that it be treated with deeper respect. 

 

Jesus asked us to learn from the lilies of the field 

And the birds of the air. 

We ask this in his name 

Amen. 

SEASON OF CREATION  - To Hope and Act with Creation       

The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to pray and respond 

together to the cry of Creation: the ecumenical family around the world unites 

to listen and care for our common home. The season’s “Celebration” begins 

September 1, the Feast of Creation, and ends October 4, the Feast of Saint 

Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology beloved by many Christian de-

nominations. 

This year we will unite around the theme “To hope and act with Creation” 

with the symbol “The first  fruits of hope”, inspired by Romans 8:19-25. Ecu-

menical faith leaders from across the world have prepared a special invitation 

for you and your community. Here is Pope Francis’  message: 

ñDespite all attempts to deny, conceal, gloss over or relativize the issue, 

the signs of climate change are here and increasingly evident. No one 

can ignore the fact that in recent years we have witnessed extreme 

weather phenomena, frequent periods of unusual heat, drought and other 

cries of protest on the part of the earth that are only a few palpable ex-

pressions of a silent disease that affects everyone. [...] I ask everyone to 

accompany this pilgrimage of reconciliation with the world that is our 

home and to help make it more beautiful.”  

Laudato Si 

In 2015 Pope Francis wrote his very powerful Encyclical  Laudato Si – pleading with all Christians and people of good faith to 

work together to understand, respect, and take action  to protect the wonderful gift of God’s Creation. Last year he followed 

that up with a further and more urgent plea for action in Laudate Deum as the situation had deteriorated so much in those 

years. 

To participate in this year’s Season of Creation, our parish will consider one of the seven Laudato Si goals proposed by our 

Pope to see what each of us can do to work towards them Please join us in giving serious thought and prayer and deciding 

what YOU will do to work towards it. 

Laudato Si’ Goals  Week 1: Am I hearing and responding to the cry of the earth? - Reducing reliance on fossil fuels 

(coal, oil, gas). - Using power from renewable non-polluting sources (solar, wind). - Minimizing fossil fuel based road 

and air travel. - Reducing plastics and packaging, trying to buy in bulk.   What will YOU do this week??? 


