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St Philip’s College Named in Top 100 
Private Schools List
We are proud to announce that St Philip’s has been ranked among the Top 100 
private schools in Australia, out of thousands of institutions nationwide.

This recognition is especially meaningful given 
our unique position as one of the most remote 
schools on the list, and with some of the lowest 
school fees of any school included. Despite these 
factors, St Philip’s continues to deliver academic 
excellence and a wide range of opportunities for 
all students.

The list, published by News Corp, assessed 
schools on a variety of measures, including:

☑ Academic performance (NAPLAN and ATAR  
     results across year levels)
☑ Student–teacher ratios
☑ School fees, funding and socio-economic  
     context
☑ Facilities, with bonus points for pools, theatres     
     and specialist centres
☑ Subject breadth, including niche and specialty  
     offerings

☑ Co-curricular programs, especially in  
     leadership and culture
☑ Sporting opportunities, including 
     high-performance and specialist sports  
     programs

To be recognised as one of the Top 3 private 
schools in the Northern Territory, and among the 
Top 100 nationwide, is a testament to the  
dedication, talent and tireless efforts of our  
incredible teachers and staff. 
 
We thank you for your continued support of the 
College’s mission - first envisioned by our  
founder, Rev Dr Fred McKay - to make high-quality 
education accessible to children in remote and 
rural areas across Australia.
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Student Leaders 
2025/2026

NewNew
On Wednesday 13 August our college community 
elected our new student leaders for the 2025/2026 
calendar year.

Fraser Russell and Lucinda Sweeney were elected 
as College Captains and our Vice-Captains are 
Chae Dann and Ryan Hayward. 

It takes courage and a desire to continue the  
tradition that our leadership positions are ones of 
care and responsibility, not power or privilege.

The entire College community wishes all our new 
student leaders every good wish for a wonderful 
year ahead.

Left to right: Vice-Captain - Chae Dann, College Captains - Fraser 
Russell & Lucinda Sweeney and Vice-Captain - Ryan Hayward

If there is to be 
change... education 
will play a huge part.

If there is to be change in Alice Springs, education will play a huge part.  
St Philip’s College must provide an opportunity for its students to  

embrace the community and make the difference in cultural change. 
 Bruce McKay, College Chair and son of College Founder Dr Rev Fred McKay 

Thanks to the generous support we receive, St Philip’s  
continues to provide educational opportunities for  
students in remote parts of Australia. In 2025, nearly 30% 
of our students will receive financial assistance to attend 
the College.

The newly launched Principal’s Opportunity Program 
(POP) with HEART, is creating even more access. The 
first round of grants was oversubscribed, and we were 
pleased to extend the opportunity to more students than 
initially planned.

Our student community is also increasingly diverse, with 
30% of students coming from homes where English is not 
the first language.

Here are some of the students, listed by cultural  
background, who have been given the opportunity of a  
St Philip’s education thanks to your support:

• Indian – 3		  • Indigenous Australian – 2		
• Kenyan – 1		  • Nepalese – 2		   
• New Zealander – 1	 • Non-Indigenous Australian – 7
• Samoan – 1		  • Spanish – 1				  
• Sri Lankan – 2	 • Zimbabwean – 1

HEART is our values program, developed by staff and  
students, and it guides everything we do. 

The HEART values of Honesty, Engagement, Acceptance, 
Respect and Trust are inspired by our Christian ethos and 
our place in the local and global community.

Thank you for helping us make these opportunities  
possible.
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