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Dear Friends and Supporters,

What an amazing 12 months it has been for St Philip’s. 

In 2024 we started the year with our second Giving Day, then in June last year we celebrated 
the opening of the Discovery Centre (and on behalf of our entire College community, we 
sincerely thank you for making the dream become a reality). Our students and staff love this 
beautiful precinct and its ability to accommodate new, exciting learning experiences.

Then in December, Year 12 student Ramona Dooley was named the Northern Territory’s Top  
Indigenous Student for 2024 and Year 11 student Shanille Braybon received an A+ Merit for  
Additional Language  - Western Arrarnta and Year 11 student La-on Canales Chun received an A+ 
Merit for Year 12 Mathematical Methods.

Now as we near the middle of 2025 the topic of conversation for many people is the cost of living crisis, and for many here in 
the Outback it is exacerbated by distance. To assist our students and their families we continue to focus on alleviating social 
disadvantage and have introduced the POP with Heart program (Principal’s Opportunity Program). 

 

Here at St Philip’s we live the values of Honesty, Engagement, Acceptance, Respect and Trust inspired by our Christian ethos 
and our place locally and globally. The POP with Heart program will assist 60 students (20 students per year for three years) 
with an entry to a St Philip’s education.

As the school of choice here in Alice Springs it is our ongoing intention to make a St Philip’s education accessible to as many 
students as possible. It was the objective of College founder, Rev Dr Fred McKay when he established the College in 1965 that 
students in Central Australia should have access to educational excellence without the expense, angst or disruption of having 
to travel interstate. I’m not sure that Fred would have expected that 60 years later the need is just as great, as are our  
efforts in ensuring students in the Outback are provided with every opportunity to succeed.

As we focus on our place locally, we also turn our attention to our global ties, in particular with our expatriate American  
community here in Alice Springs. In 2026 we’re planning a visit to the USA to catch up with our American alumni and to assist 
our American alumni in benefitting from donating to the College, St Philip’s is joining the Australian Universities & Schools 
USA Foundation (more information about this can be found on the included insert). 

The challenges we face are eased because of your ongoing support and on behalf of our staff and students thank you for your 
continued vision and belief.

Message from Principal, Leslie Tilbrook

Leslie Tilbrook 
Principal

          Honesty	  	       Engagement	      Acceptance	              Respect	                    Trust 
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Ramona Dooley - NT's Top Indigenous Student 2024

Student Achievers In All Year Levels

Congratulations to Ramona Dooley who was named the NT's Top Indig-
enous Student for 2024, this is an outstanding achievement, as well as 
the 98% of Year 12 students who sucessfully completed Year 12. Special 
mention to Year 11 student Curtisha Shadforth who completed Year 12 
and we congratulate those students who studied using Modified SACE, 
well done on your 100% completion rate.

Eight students successfully completed Certificate III subjects, and a 
whopping 58 x Year 11 students have successfully completed one or 
more Year 12 subjects.

Year level Dux recipients for 2024 were: Year 12 Dux - Grace Bramley,  
Year 11 Dux  - Keely Hayward and Dinev Thotawatta Bandulage, Year 10 
Dux  - Caleb Nicol, Year 9 Dux  - Matilda Bhattarai, Year 8 Dux  - Isabella 
Martinez and Year 7 Dux  - April Cousins and congratulations to the 80 
students in Years 7 to 12 who received honours. 

Ramona Dooley 

Students who received an ATAR of 80+

Maral-Od Odsuren Vanshu Rawat Sophie Reid Grace Bramley 
English Literary Studies

Year 11 student 
Shanille Braybon

Additional Language 
- Western Arrarnta

Year 11 student 
La-on Canales Chun 

Year 12 
Mathematical 

Methods

Students who received an A+ Merit

Grace Bramley Lydia Budrikis Charlize Chilvers Ramona Dooley

Vivienne Murray Aleena Nayyar Chamathka Senaratne Dooriya Zeng

Students who received an ATAR of 90+

Thank you also to our College staff, parents and guardians for supporting the students throughout their high school 
career. Go forward Class of 2024 with love, with kindness and with hope.
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Bruce McKay 
Board Chair

Education, Opportunity, Diversity

Above: We met members of the Bowral Uniting Church in 2024

Dear Friends and Supporters,
 

“If there is to be change in Alice Springs, education will play a huge part. St Philip’s College must 
provide an opportunity for its students to embrace the community and make the difference in 
cultural change.” Bruce McKay

In 2024 I took a “road trip” with Paul Bailey and met with several of our generous supporters. 
In information sessions about St Philip’s College with a video of the recently opened Discovery 
Centre, we highlighted the important place it features in the fabric in Alice Springs. I found the 
opportunity to reignite relationships and engage with people who had connections with my family 
very rewarding. It was special to hear tales and stories about Dad and his adventures that I was not 
aware of. It was the support of the Uniting Church and its people that provided the opportunity for 
my father to fulfill many of his dreams for the people of the outback. 

2025 has been a year to celebrate 60 years since the opening of the College which has proudly provided an education for over 
6000 children of the outback. 

Like my father, I am very proud of the College and how it provides an educational opportunity for all. The present enrolment is 
truly multi-cultural with 20% Indigenous and 30% children born or one parent born overseas (from over 37 different countries) 
and a significant percentage who have some type of learning disability. Quite a challenging place to be an educator and I am 
sincerely appreciative of the wonderful St Philip’s staff. To be quite frank the college would not exist if it wasn’t for the faith 
placed in it by those that believe in the value of education.

If there are any people within the Uniting Church or other groups interested in making contact please contact Paul Bailey on 
0404 504 540 or paul.bailey@stphilips.nt.edu.au and we can arrange a visit to speak to you about the special place that is St 
Philip’s College.
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It feels like yesterday when my wife Prue, and my daughter Nora and 
I said farewell to the boarding community back in December of 2015. 
Although I have always missed the St Philip’s College community, I 
never thought we would be back, and this time we have Pixie and 
Hugo! 

My message to all our boarders, ‘an incredible and exciting adventure 
awaits you at the St Philip’s College Boarding program – get 
involved, enjoy all that is on offer, make the most of these amazing 
opportunities to engage in a vigorous & dynamic curriculum in an 
incredible setting!’
 
St Philip’s offers an outstanding boarding experience and we invite 
our students to both engage in and respect our boarding programs 
and activities. Take comfort in the knowledge that every boarder at 
St Philip’s has an unequalled opportunity to learn. Choose to spend 
your time wisely – find what you are passionate about and pursue 
these interests with great vigour. Above all, make the most of the 
opportunities available to you – get to know your peers and forge life-
long friendships that will stand you in good stead, now, and into the 
future.

Learning to live in a community is a vital skill, and research teaches us 
that boarding students develop close friendships and values, such as 
resilience, tolerance and independence often much earlier than others 
who are not given the same educational opportunities. 

Living at school offers many advantages – time that would 
otherwise be allocated to travel can be better utilised, enabling 
boarders to be fully engaged in their schoolwork, sporting 
endeavours, and other co-curricular activities. Our boarders 
also have access to learning support from a selection of staff 
who are available throughout the day and after school hours.

2025 kicked off with a bang! All our new boarders have 
navigated their way through the structure and routines of our 
boarding program, while making new friends in the day school. 

It’s also great to see so many familiar faces returning to Heaslip 
and McKechnie House from last year. Thank you to everyone 
who supports our boarders, their families and our staff.

Meet New Director of Boarding, Kris Wheeler

Above: Some of our new boarders on their first day of school
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Our Own Outback Achiever, Steve Kidd OAM

The College congratulates former Head of Arts, Steve Kidd who was 
awarded an OAM (Medal of the Order of Australia) for service to the 
theatre, and to education in the Australia Day 2024 Honours List. 

Steve received his medal from His Honour Professor the Honourable 
Hugh Heggie AO PSM, Administrator of the Northern Territory in a 
special ceremony held at the College on Friday 14 June.

A graduate of NIDA, Steve was acknowledged for his extenisve work 
in the community and his 23 years at St Philip’s mentoring and 
inspiring generations of students in the Arts.  
 
During his tenure at the College, Steve has been responsible for 
producing more than 20 annual musicals which are looked forward 
to by many locals and have become renown for their professionalism 
and quality. Steve has also overseen an equal number of other 
Performing Arts events and productions.

Sadly in June 2025, the College will say farewell to Steve and his wife 
Kristina as they head off for a well-earned retirement. The College 
community would like to thank Steve and Kristina for their dedication 
and commitment towards our students (past and present), the 
College and the Alice Springs community.

From left to right: His Honour the Administrator, the 
Honourable Hugh Heggie, Kristina Kidd, Steve Kidd 
OAM and Ms Ruth Jones.

Above: Over the years, aside from acting, producing, directing and stage managing hundreds of productions, Steve  
would also perform at different

 
community events when asked.
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Once on terra firma, we were immersed in the wild, stunning, 
other-worldly polar-scape as well as the abundant wildlife 
which surrounded us on land and water. Strict bio-security 
protocols ensured we caused minimal disturbance and left ‘no 
footprints’.  

We chose the itinerary which also took in explorer Ernest 
Shackleton’s extraordinary story of survival against all odds 
after being trapped in sea ice. This route took us from the 
Peninsula to the stark Elephant Island where most of his crew 
sheltered for four months under two upturned lifeboats…in 
the winter, and then onto South Georgia, where Shackleton 
and six of his men finally found help. What is truly remarkable, 
is everyone survived the twenty month ordeal. 

It was a real privilege to explore this very remote part of the 
world, and reassuring that the protocols in place reduce the 
impact of visitors such as my husband, David and myself. If you 
ever have the opportunity, don’t miss the chance to visit.

Franca Frederiksen
 
Franca was Development Manager at St Philip’s for 19 years and was chosen as the 2021 recipient 
of the prestigious Outback Achiever Award.

From the Desert to Antarctica

‘The rare thrill of unreality’  

This quote by early 1900s explorer, Douglas Mawson summed 
up our Antarctica expedition. We sailed amongst magnificent 
seemingly sculptured icebergs set against white landscapes 
often teeming wildlife in sparkling twenty four hour daylight 
with softening golden light the only hint that it was ‘nighttime’ 
in higher latitudes.

Our three weeks aboard Intrepid’s ship the Ocean Endeavour, 
started and ended in Ushuaia, at the very bottom of 
Argentina. We were two hundred passengers from all walks 
of life – mainly Australians. The crew were terrific leaders 
and very knowledgeable, passionate and engaging, briefing 
us each evening on the next day’s adventures and sharing 
their knowledge about the abundant wildlife including birds, 
whales, seals and penguins as well as weather, geology and 
the fascinating history around polar exploration.

Daily expeditions were on zodiacs (rubber boats) after the 
crew had determined where it was possible to land, which was 
subject to how many penguins or seals were on the beach, 
and swells.  
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New Church in Vanuatu

Recently, our friends on the island of Tanna (Vanuatu) 
celebrated the opening of the new village church.  
 
In 2011 an intrepid group of staff set out to assist in the laying 
of foundations for a youth recreation hall. The College assisted 
in its development and over the years, visited with staff and 
students to support its construction.  
 
The last visit was in 2019, when Graham Schmidt and James 
Tudor returned to assist with the final stages of construction 
of the steel framework. During this visit, the elders spoke of a 
desire to develop the hall into a new church building, which 
they sketched out on the wooden floorboards of our hut. 
 
In order to finish the second stage they were able to partner 
with visiting missionaries from New Zealand and a local Port 
Vila based contractor as well as receiving constant support 
from the McMillan family who are friends of the College and 
descendants of Peter Thompson McMillan, one of the first 
missionaries on the island. 
 
Many hands have been involved, either on the ground through 
fundraising or logistical support; and throughout the 14 years 
the project has embodied “we can make it happen” - thank you 
to all who have contributed. A journey indeed!

A message from Deputy Principal, Steve Kimber

Hello, 

On behalf of the whole school community I would like to 
acknowledge and thank James Tudor for his passion and drive 
to make this project happen. 

He has spent many, many hours helping to organise and 
facilitate the construction of this building, facing many 
challenges along the way.  
 
The photos illustrate that all that effort has been worth it and I 
am sure the community on Tanna is very grateful.  
 
Those of us lucky to have visited Tanna with James have come 
away with unforgettable memories of place, experiences (still 
can’t believe you can sit in the evenings and watch an active 
volcano) and the amazing people. 
 
Thank you James for “making it happen”.
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Green Credentials in the Red Centre

St Philip’s students are learning to treat the earth 
well, and the College is leading by example as 
the Sustainability Learning Centre and Discovery 
Centre’s energy system has been operational 
since October 2024

Not only does the energy system provide all of 
the needs for both areas, it also provides for 
the Library, Year 12 Area and the Fred McKay 
Education Centre as well. 

Interestingly the Year 12 practice exams were 
taking place in the Fred McKay Education Centre 
when the screenshot was taken.

As can be seen, with 100% occupancy and being 
fully operational, the centre is generating more 
power than it can consume.

If you would like to view our usage live, please go to: https://www.solarweb.com/PublicDisplay/PvSystem?token=06296c2c-ace2-
475b-b902-53c6793a1ca4
 
Soon we will be adding battery storage to the facility to take advantage of our abundant sunshine, and satisfy our sustainability 
goals of St Philip’s College eventually being fully off grid.

Aetium

In addition to the new energy system, the College has recently joined a beta trial of a unique carbon credit tracking platform 
called Aetium. This allows for certification of carbon credit offsets for small commercial and residential systems, as well as offsets 
for EVs or forested land you may have. 

As part of the beta trial, you are also invited to register which means you can trade and earn from your carbon credits or 
officially retire your carbon credits in being offset. 

For more information visit https://www.aetium.com.au/about/ or if you are keen to participate with your own system/EV/
property just click on the green panel and it will take you directly to the beta testing site.
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Discovery Centre Opening

On Tuesday 18th June 2024, the College celebrated the official opening of the new Discovery Centre. 
 
The event started with a lunch for invited dignitaries and continued in front of a crowd of over 600 people in The Minnamurra 
Hall with speeches from College Board Chair, Bruce McKay, Head of the Discovery Centre Team, Lyndon Frearson and an 
introduction by Rohin Srivastava. This was followed by an inspiring talk from our special guest, Professor Veena Sahajwalla. 
 
Professor Sahajwalla is an internationally recognized materials scientist, engineer and inventor and is renowned for her 
pioneering work in recycling science, especially her invention of 'green steel' technology. Professor Sahajwalla's knowledge and 
enthusiasm inspired the audience and set the tone for the opening of our innovative facility. 
 
The ceremony continued at the Discovery Centre with a Prayer of Dedication led by Pastor Sarah Pollitt, after which Professor 
Sahajwalla cut the ribbon to officially open the building. 
 
Designed to be a multipurpose learning environment, the Discovery Centre is filled with natural light, modern technology and 
collaborative spaces. It is strategically located adjacent to the Swag Chapel and the Sustainability Centre to support teaching 
and learning opportunities with a focus on our commitment to challenge (To Strive), inspire (To Seek), through environmental 
sustainability (To Care) - all of which are core elements of our motto. The purpose of the Discovery Centre aligns with the Round 
Square Discovery Framework and our Guiding Principles: 
 
- We value and respect our heritage as we focus on the future.                
- We will grow our impact and service through a wide range of educational offerings. 
- We will provide optimal learning conditions for students and staff.  
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Discovery Centre Opening

Additionally, it reflects our HEART values (Honesty, Engagement, Acceptance, Respect, and Trust), our unique environmental 
context on Arrernte country, and our Christian ethos. This new facility is set to enhance our school culture, teaching practices, 
and commitment to inclusion and wellbeing.

As with any new development it took a lot of work by many people over many years to ensure it became a reality. 

After initial concepts and locations were discarded, the current location then required the demolition of the original Principal's 
residence, the Year 12 area, the office block that used to house the old conference room and offices, as well as the removal of 
the chaplain's residence.

Ever increasing costs in building materials meant alternative products had to be found, and testament to the Discovery Centre's 
team vision the final result is outstanding.

The College would like to sincerely thank all our donors, including the hundreds of past and present students, parents and staff 
who are still invested in our College Founder, Fred McKay's vision in ensuring the children of the Outback have access to a quality 
education.

The audience was inspired by guest of honour, Professor 
Veena Sahajwalla's knowledge and enthusiasm.

From left to right: Chair of the College Board, Bruce McKay, 
Head of the Discovery Centre Team, Lyndon Frearson and 
Principal, Leslie Tilbrook watch as guest of honour, Professor 
Veena Sahajwalla unveils the building's opening plaque.

Students were very keen to meet Professor Veena 
Sahajwalla's after the opening.

Students were finally able to have a look around the 
building after the opening.

Discovery Centre Opening
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