PROSPECTUS

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME

I am delighted to introduce you to St. Michael’s College. St. Michael’s has a well-deserved reputation
for providing a well-rounded education for boys and girls from Prep to Year 6.

The College is an independent, non-denominational school with excellent learning facilities and
resources, set in peaceful bush surrounds.
The College motto, 'Wisdom through Growth' epitomises our educational approach at St. Michael's.
We believe that growth for students of our College occurs through our four pillars of learning:
Academic
Academic growth prepares students for success for life long learning in a society undergoing rapid
growth and change.
Spiritual
Spiritual growth prepares students for participation in society as responsible, empathic community
members.
Cultural
Cultural growth prepares students for a lifetime of appreciation and participation in The Arts.
Physical
Growth in Physical Education develops and values a healthy lifestyle with physical fitness, agility and
dexterity.
The College educational program is enhanced by our excellent facilities and campus grounds.
All students have access to a broad range of technology, with interactive whiteboards in all
classrooms, and computer labs in all buildings. Skills in ICTs are considered a priority across all
learning.
All classrooms are roomy and air-conditioned.
I invite you to explore the wealth of information about our College throughout this brochure and on
our website and facebook page, or please feel welcome to contact our College Registrar, for a
personalised school tour.

Yours sincerely,
Mr Chris Allom (Principal)

PREP AT ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE
St. Michael’s College has a well established and high quality Prep program. The College is
experienced in implementing a full-time Prep year.
The Prep program is play-based, and planned with the developmental needs of this age-group in
mind. However, it also incorporates a rich program in literacy and numeracy, which forms the
foundation of academic learning at the College.
The Prep year is our first year of entry at the College, and provides an essential transition between
students’ early learning prior to school, and the primary curriculum.

Prep at St. Michael’s is a rich and exciting introduction to schooling for your child. During their Prep
year, your child will gain a wealth of learning that will form the foundation of their Primary school
education.
In Prep, our aim is make school a delightful, stimulating and caring place to come every day. Within
the Prep program, children learn through active investigation.
Our Prep teachers, supported by full time Educational Assistants, are skilled in providing fascinating
and engaging units of work, which result in children eager to come to school in anticipation of what is
going to happen next! Within these units, children solve problems, learn to communicate more and
more effectively, become increasingly independent and learn to become more complex thinkers with
deeper understanding. They develop their knowledge of literacy and numeracy through increasingly
challenging learning.
When your child graduates from Prep, they will have developed academically, socially, physically (fine
and gross motor skills), and they will be anticipating Year One with an, “I can do it!” attitude.

INFANT SCHOOL (YEARS 1-3)
The dedicated staff of St. Michael’s College give students a rich and broad academic education, as
well as encouraging them to participate in music, drama, dance, physical education and
environmental conservation practices. The ethos of St. Michael’s enables students to respect and
understand one another, with the development of spiritual virtues based on Christian ethics.
Our curriculum follows the Queensland Studies Authority syllabus documents for Queensland
schools. Our academic program integrates the eight Key Learning Areas (KLAs) of English, Maths,
History and Geography, HPE (Health and Physical Education), Science, Technology and The Arts.
Each student at St. Michael’s receives a balanced, quality education.
Our Infant curriculum is stimulating and exciting for young learners, whilst establishing literacy and
numeracy as the building blocks of learning.
At St. Michael’s, we are aware of the individual learning journeys of our students. Our Year 1 to 3
classes are supported by qualified and experienced Educational Assistants until 1.15pm each day,
which enables a constant cycle of ‘small group teaching’.
Students are assessed and monitored by their teachers
so that they can work in small groups in the areas of
Reading, Writing and Mathematics with others at a similar
level of achievement in that area.
Although a wealth of learning also happens in ‘whole
class’ lessons and students richly benefit from working
with and alongside students of a range of abilities, small
group teaching allows us to focus in their exact learning
needs in Reading, Writing and Mathematics each day. In
this way, we provide a learning environment for your child
that is diverse and rich, and targeted to the student’s
needs at any given time.

UPPER SCHOOL (YEARS 4-6)
The dedicated staff of St. Michael’s College give students a rich and broad academic education, as
well as encouraging them to participate in Music, Drama, Dance, Physical Education and
environmental conservation practices. The ethos of St. Michael’s enables students to respect and
understand one another, with the development of spiritual virtues based on Christian ethics.
Our curriculum follows the Queensland Studies Authority syllabus documents for Queensland schools.
Our academic program integrates the eight Key Learning Areas (KLAs) of English, Maths, SOSE
History and Geography, HPE (Health and Physical Education), Science, LOTE (Japanese),
Technology and The Arts. Each student at St. Michael’s receives a balanced, quality education.
Our students in Year Four and Five are encouraged to use their ‘foundation’ knowledge from their
Infant years to grow and extend themselves as learners. There is a strong focus on assisting students
to become independent and organised in their learning. Students begin to use Homework diaries to
organise their homework and commitments, and begin to prepare and submit larger pieces of work for
assessment. In these year levels, we consolidate early work in understanding how memory works,
how to learn new information and skills effectively, how to manage stress and anxiety, and how to
approach assessment challenges. Students undertake a range of units of work that integrate subject
areas, creating links between the disciplines and enabling students to build a broad body of
knowledge and skills.

Our senior students are supported in being role models in our College. Senior students wear a
different school uniform, and all students in Year 6 nominate for a Leadership position in the College.
Our Senior program forms a vital transition between Primary and Secondary schooling. Our Year 6
classes are taught by two classroom teachers, with each teacher teaching both classes in particular
subject areas. In this way, students are learning to interact and work with two different teachers during
the year, and to organise themselves to work in different classrooms and to submit assessment to
both teachers. Senior students are also encouraged to participate in extension opportunities across
the curriculum, (e.g. enrichment days, gifted and talented camps, music extension days, choral
workshops, interschool, district and regional sport). At the end of the year, our graduating students
attend a candle lit service in our chapel and a dinner with their parents, which includes celebrations of
their learning journey at St. Michael’s College.

DISTINCTIVE CURRICULUM OFFERINGS
Religious Education
Christian beliefs and values underpin the ethos of St. Michael’s College.
Students in all year levels participate in a Religious Education program that examines
Christianity and its teachings. The Religious Education program at St. Michael’s fosters an
understanding of the Christian belief system, and empowers students to apply that knowledge in
their roles as family members, school students and members of our community. Upper Primary
students also study major religions of the world in detail, to foster an understanding and
appreciation of differing cultures and religious beliefs.
Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care Specialist lessons focus on endeavouring to meet the needs and nurture the
wellbeing of students within our care. Whilst all members of the school community are providers
of pastoral care, these Specialist lessons aim to enhance the students’ personal, emotional,
spiritual, social and academic development.
Weekly lessons focus on concepts of:
•

Positive Education - combining the science of Positive Psychology with best practice
teaching to explore Character Strengths, Wellbeing Domains, Mindset Theory, Gratitude
and Mindfulness;

•

Religious Education - the study of significant Christian celebrations, values, figures, stories
and events, as well as elements of the other World Religions;

•

Social and Emotional Learning - developing skills that assist students to strengthen their
relationships and connections, build positive emotions and enhance personal resilience.

As part of our Pastoral Care program, all students in the College will attend Year Level and
Whole School Chapel Services each Term (from Term 2 for Prep). Year Level Chapel Services
will be celebrated in the Abbey Church and complement the Pastoral Care Specialist program. A
variety of multi-faith and cultural occasions will be celebrated in the PAC as a whole school
community. Fr George, the College Chaplain, will lead the College community to active
participation during each Service, with the students responding in prayer and song.

Library
St. Michael’s has a newly refurbished and high quality library facility. The Library includes a
teaching classroom equipped with Interactive Whiteboard, and a mini computer laboratory.
Students in all year levels from Prep - 6 attend lessons in our library, and it is considered the
‘learning hub’ of our College. It is an inviting and stimulating environment designed to support
the curriculum as well as providing a welcoming environment for students during play breaks.
ICT
The College has a strong commitment to the provision of current Information and Communication
Technologies in the curriculum. Every classroom is equipped with an Interactive Whiteboard so that
ICTs are employed to optimise curriculum experiences. In addition, the College has a mini Computer
Lab in the Library and a high-end Computer Lab in our newly refurbished ICT Hub, both for class use.
Every classroom from Year 2 – Year 6 has a full class set of Chromebooks. Students use ICTs at
school every day, and ICTs are integrated into learning experiences in all year levels including a
weekly ICT Lesson incorporating Cybersafety, Coding, Robotics and Design. St. Michael’s College
also provides a comprehensive Robotics program, competing annually in a First Lego League
Challenge.
Japanese
Academic research strongly validates the benefits of learning languages in a supportive and
encouraging environment. The Japanese program at St. Michael's College, delivered by Miller
Sensei, will allow students to develop many cognitive, emotional and social skills through the
challenge of learning a range of speaking, listening, reading and writing skills in Japanese.
Students will graduate in Year 6 with skills of focus, attention, memory, multi-tasking and
resilience.
The College believes that language learning is heightened when students understand the
Japanese culture. This includes understanding the Japanese people, their way of life, their
values and customs, developing life skills and tools that connect Australia to Japan.
Students are also offered and are encouraged to participate in many Queensland based
Japanese competitions including the MLTAQ Japanese Speech contest, MLTAQ Poster
competition and MLTAQ Christmas Card competition.
Miller Sensei teaches Japanese in a fun and engaging manner that includes hands on
experiences, multiple language opportunities, dance, drama, songs and games. Ganbatte!

Music
St. Michael’s College employs two Music Specialists to provide a comprehensive Music program at
all year levels from Prep to Year 6. In addition (and from certain year levels), students can elect to
join Music extension activities that are provided during the school day as follows:
Junior and Senior Choir: St. Michael’s choral program is a leading program in South East
Queensland. Our choirs have performed in Brisbane and Sunshine Coast Eisteddfods with
resounding success.
Instrumental Music: This program enables capable students to study an instrument in a small group
teaching situation and perform in a College band. The Senior Band is a multi award winning
ensemble consistently achieving high results in all competitions.
Drama
St. Michael’s College has a strong reputation in South East Queensland for excellence in Drama.
Students in all year levels from Prep to Year 6 have the opportunity to participate in a staged Musical
at least twice during their Primary schooling. Our Musicals are attended by large audiences and give
students an opportunity to perform in a professional theatre situation in our Performing Arts
Complex.
Sport
All students at St. Michael’s College participate in a strong Physical Activity program led by a
designated PE specialist and PE Coach. Students compete in competitions in Cross Country,
Athletics and Swimming. In these events, eligible students are supported at District and Regional
levels and beyond. Senior students also participate in an Interschool competition where they play
Softball, Soccer, Netball and Touch Football against other local schools.

Learning Support/Gifted and Talented
St. Michael’s College has a comprehensive Learning Support program. Students in Prep are
assessed using a range of formal and informal screening and observation tools to ensure that
students with Learning Support or Enrichment needs are identified and supported in order to achieve
their potential. Students in Primary classes are assessed using a range of formal and informal
screening and observation tools to ensure that students with Learning Support or Enrichment needs
are identified and supported in order to achieve their potential. A Learning Support program,
available to students with learning difficulties, includes classifying learning needs, planning individual
education programs and organising remedial resources with the classroom teacher. Students with
special learning needs attend the Learning Enrichment Centre where learning outcomes are
developed for their needs.

Camps
The College is committed to providing a comprehensive camp program. Camp provides opportunities
to develop social skills, interpersonal communication skills, physical skills and builds class rapport.
Our camps are linked closely to the curriculum covered and as such provide an opportunity to extend
classroom learning in a safe, challenging environment. All camps are organised and run by the class
teacher, who is assisted by other staff members from the College. The camp program begins with a
‘first’ overnight sleepover in the tunnel at Under Water World in Year 2, and culminates in the
leadership and team-building experiences at Emu Gully in Year 5 and in Canberra, Sydney and The
Snow in Year 6.
•

Year 2 2 days, 1 night at Under Water World, Mooloolaba

•

Year 3 2 days, 1 night at Mapleton Camp, Mapleton

•

Year 4 3 days, 2 nights at Currimundi

•

Year 5 3 days, 2 nights at Emu Gully Camp, Helidon

•

Year 6 5 days, 4 nights at Canberra, Sydney and The Snow / Longreach Safari

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (outside school hours and not included in tuition fee)
•
•
•
•

Private Tennis
AusKick AFL
Grasshopper Soccer
Gymnastics

LOOKING AHEAD....
Being a College for Prep to Year 6 there are going to be many wonderful opportunities for your child
as they progress through their primary years. These opportunities will come as both curriculum
based and elective. Such opportunities which may be available to our students are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Junior Choir (Years 2-3)
Athletics Carnival (From Year 4)
Swimming Carnival (From Year 3)
District, Regional and State Sport (From Year 4)
Interschool Sport (Seniors)
Green Group

•
•
•
•
•

Instrumental Music Lessons (From Year 3)
Junior Band (Years 3 - 5)
Senior Choir (From Year 4)
Senior Band (Year 4 - 6)
School Leader Position (Seniors)

GOVERNING BODY
The Board of Directors is the governing body of St. Michael’s College (a public company limited by
guarantee) and currently comprises the following persons:
Chairperson:

Karl Lightfoot

Deputy Chairperson:

Gavin Smerdon

Secretary:

David Dreverman

Treasurer:

Michael Strong (Brother Edward)

Board Members:

Sylvia Ruijgrok (Sister Veronica)
Ali King, Belinda Hall, Brooke Savige, Graham Payne, Robert Jurlina

The Board meets monthly at least ten times each year to consider and determine matters of policy
and strategy as well as to review and approve educational and financial activities in accordance with
its corporate governance responsibilities.
The Board is formally informed of operational matters by Chris Allom in his role as Principal and the
Finance Manager, who also attends Board Meetings. An Annual General Meeting of the company is
held in April at which annual financial and audit reports are received and adopted, Board members
are elected and auditors appointed. The objects of the College are to advance education, for the
public benefit.
STAFF
At St. Michael’s we have a teaching team and support staff who are dedicated and skilled
professionals in their fields. Our classroom teachers continually strive to deliver the best teaching and
learning experiences for the students in their classes.
Our teachers are supported by educational assistants. St. Michael’s provides educational assistant
support in all classrooms from until 1.15pm each day, (full days in Prep). This enables our teachers to
plan a range of learning experiences for students in small groups and individually as they have the
support of another professional in the room during the ‘prime’ learning times of the day.
Our specialist teaching staff in Learning Support, Religious Education, Pastoral Care, Japanese,
Music and ICT provide rich learning experiences for students in their specialised areas, and our
students’ experiences at the College are greatly enhanced by their work with our specialist teachers.

DEAN OF PASTORAL CARE
The Dean of Pastoral Care, Sister Veronica, is available to all members of our College community.
Her role is to maintain and foster positive relationships within our College. Pastoral Care is at the
heart of our College and networking with students and their families in a caring manner ensures the
ethos and culture of our College remains strong.
The Dean of Pastoral Care ensures that pastoral care permeates all aspects of our College life and is
involved in running a number of children’s programs with students who require help with building and
maintaining friendships as well as introducing new and exciting projects with a focus on Sustainability
and the Environment.
COLLEGE CHAPLAIN
The College has a Chaplain - Father George, who is available for consultation with families on any
matter. The Chaplain should be advised of situations where visiting, counselling, administering of
the sacraments (including Marriages, Baptisms and Funerals) or other help might be needed.
Members of families are welcome to see the Chaplain for help or advice, or to seek special prayers.
They should have no hesitation in asking the Chaplain to visit them at home or in hospital. This is an
essential part of the overall pastoral care of the College.
HOUSE SYSTEM
There are three sporting Houses within the College. As the house system commenced in 1986, the
year that Halley's comet was seen in Australia, the three Houses in the College take their names from
astronomers related to finding comets:
DONATI:

colour - Red

HALLEY:

colour - Yellow

TEBBUTT:

colour - Green

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
St. Michael's College offers an excellent outside school hour care (OSHC) service that is run by
passionate staff who provide an enjoyable and exciting program designed to include and support
children’s interests and needs. The service is offered on a permanent or casual basis to students
from 5 to 12 years of age, delivering care in a safe and supportive environment.
When at OSHC, children have the option to choose from a rich array of age-appropriate activities
including construction, arts and crafts, sports, outdoor play, small world play, games and more.
Additionally, excursions and incursions are programmed during vacation care.
OSHC affords children the opportunity to build social and emotional skills by building new friendships,
interacting with a variety peer groups and ages, learning new skills and experiencing new things.
Bookings for OSHC are made through the Early Learning Centre.

EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
The St. Michael’s College Early Learning Centre is under the Direction of Mrs Sue Weymouth,
however; the College Principal, Mr Chris Allom plays an integral part of the management of the Early
Learning Centre.
The building is a ‘U’ shaped design with a 0-3 year old wing (Nursery, Toddlers, Junior Kindy), 3+
wing (Pre Kindy, Kindy A and Kindy B) and the Administration runs along the top. We have 5 rooms
designed for Long Day Care and a separate building especially for the Outside School Hours Care
Program.
Your child can expect the following during their day at St. Michael’s College Early Learning Centre:
•

All children start the day with outdoor activities and play.

•

Your child will have opportunities for music and movement every day, craft and creative time, rest
and relaxation time and of course meal times!

•

They will share photos of their day every afternoon.

POLICIES AND BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT
The College has a range of policies in place to ensure safe, appropriate practice in all areas of
schooling. College policies are available on our website, or from Administration. At the College,
emphasis is placed on building trusting relationships between students and staff, establishing a
rapport based on understanding and respect.
Our aim is to encourage all students to take increasing responsibility for their behavior and for the
consequences of their actions. To achieve this, parents and teachers work together to create an
atmosphere where self-discipline is nurtured. A strong partnership between home and school is
fostered.
EQUITY
St. Michael's College endorses policies which do not discriminate against any person on the grounds
of race, religion, gender, age or disability.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How old does my child have to be to start Prep?
To be eligible to attend Prep in Queensland, your child must have turned five (5) or be turning five (5)
before June 30 in the year they are at Prep. (For example if your child is born in October 2015 they
will start Prep in 2021).
What about early entry to Prep?

Early entry to Prep is a rare occurrence and only suits the learning needs of a minority of children who
are found to be developmentally ready for the school setting in Prep.
Early entry to Prep can be approved by the Principal in the following circumstances:
• Children whose birthday falls in July, and will turn 5 in the year they attend Prep, (new legislation)
• Children who have previously enrolled in a ‘school’ setting in another state or country
In these cases, the Principal will decide whether or not the child is ready for education in a school
setting. Please see our website for more information about our College recommendations for early
entry to Prep.
How do I apply for a Prep position at St. Michael’s College?
•

Complete and submit the Application for Waiting List form (available online or by request)

•

Make payment for the $88 (inc. GST) non-refundable application fee

You are welcome to post your application with payment details to the College Registrar or bring your
application in to our administration (eftpos payments accepted), we’d love to meet you!
When should I apply for a Prep position at St. Michael’s College?
St. Michael’s College has a fine reputation within the Caboolture and Bribie Island area and places at
the College are highly sought after. As such, parents requiring a future Prep position are encouraged
to place their child’s name on the Prep waiting list as soon as possible from birth.

I am new to the area, how do I find out more about St. Michael’s College?
Please telephone our College Registrar, or come in to our administration to arrange a personalised
school tour. Alternatively, there is a wealth of information on our website or an information pack can
be sent home to you.
Do St. Michael’s College accept mid year enrolments?
Yes! Enrolment can occur anytime throughout the year.

How many classes per year level and how many students per class?
We have two classes per year level and all of our classes are capped at 30 students, although
currently we do have a small number of vacancies across most year levels.
My child plays an instrument, can this continue at St. Michael’s College?
Yes! We offer ALL students the opportunity to join the junior or senior band. This involves a band
lesson one afternoon per week and one private lesson per week during the day. We offer the
following instruments for students to play: Drums, Bass Guitar, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet,
French Horn, Tuba, Euphonium and Trombone.
What religion is St. Michael’s College?
The College is an independent Christian school and is essentially ecumenical.
Does my child need to be baptised to attend St. Michael’s College?
No, baptism is not a requirement for enrolment.

How often do we run Religious Education (RE) classes?
All year levels have RE lessons once a week. They focus strongly on how the teachings of the Bible
help us to be great family members, friends and community members into the future.
In the Senior School we have units of work in RE that take an ‘in depth’ look into other major religions
of the world. This is to promote an acceptance of all people’s beliefs, and to avoid a message that
there is only one path to spirituality.

How will I know if my child has been accepted?
Our College Registrar will contact you when a place becomes available. Places are offered to
applicants according to the date that the waiting list application form and application fee are received
by the College, with the following exceptions:
•

First priority is given to siblings of students currently enrolled.

•

Second priority is given to students currently enrolled in the St. Michael’s College Early
Learning Centre.

•

Priority may also be given to applicants under special circumstances by the Principal.

Prep places will be offered in the year before Prep begins. Families will be notified to attend a family
interview during the year preceding enrolment at St. Michael’s College.
What language do students learn at St. Michael’s College?
The College specialises in Japanese language education and students are taught by a qualified
Japanese teacher , Miller Sensei. She is extremely passionate about helping students to improve
their Japanese language skills and understanding of the Japanese culture.
How often do students attend Physical Education (PE) classes?
All year levels have one PE lesson per week with our PE Specialist and PE Coach and one sports
afternoon per week where they apply the skills they learn in PE to games and other physical activities.
What sports do students learn at St. Michael’s College?
In the upper school, we teach and compete in Softball, Netball, Football (Soccer), Touch Football and
provide interschool competitions in those sports. We also enter teams in additional Football, Rugby
League, Touch Football, Netball and Volleyball competitions as they are available.
Also, from 9 years of age students are eligible to represent the school in a very broad range of sports,
such as Athletics, Swimming, Cross Country, Basketball, Volleyball, AFL etc
Tips for parents when changing schools:
•

Talk about the move with your child in a positive way. Answer their questions and be reassuring.

•

Notify your current school about the change in writing as soon as possible.

•

Encourage your child to get photos of their friends and contact details so that they can stay in
touch.

Where is St. Michael’s College located?
This outstanding College is situated between Caboolture and Bribie Island in a peaceful and beautiful
bushland setting. If you are looking for a small, caring, and family orientated primary school with
Christian values then you must come and see St. Michael’s, you will be impressed!
Contact our College Registrar, Mrs Lizzy Timms today.

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE
1-63 THE ABBEY PLACE
CABOOLTURE, QLD 4510
TEL: 07-5495 8311
E: admin@smccab.qld.edu.au
W: www.smccab.qld.edu.au
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