Old Scholars’ Association Scholarship
Q&A Information Sheet

1. What is this scholarship all about?

It's a special award for a Year 9 student going
into Year 10. It gives you 25% off your school fees
for up to three years (Years 10-12). It's not just
about getting top marks, the OSA is looking for
someone who is involved in lots of areas of school
life (sports, arts, service, leadership, academics)
and who really shows the spirit of St Mark’s and
lives by our School’s values.

2. Who can apply?

You need to be in Year 9 right now.

You must be an Australian Citizen or
Permanent Resident.

Both current St Mark'’s students and new
students can apply.

3. What do | need to hand in?

Your application needs to include:
A completed application form.
Your own personal application (this can be
written, a video, scrapbook or even a podcast —
get creative!).
Your last two school reports.
Two personal references from people who
know you well (but not family or school staff).
Character references are encouraged to
provide accounts of personally witnessing
the applicant showing selflessness,
generosity, care for others, or support for
people in need.
A $20 fee (unless your parent is a financial
OSA member).

Any extra things you'd like to show (e.g.,
certificates, awards, photos of projects,
artwork).

4. What kind of student are they looking for?

The judges want someone who:

- Getsinvolved in lots of different things
whether at school or externally (arts, sport,
service, leadership, clubs).

Does their personal best at school.

Treats people with kindness, empathy, and
respect.

Sets a positive example for others. Embodies
the spirit of St Mark’s and its values through
involvement and attitude.

5. How do they choose who gets it?

A panel of Old Scholars will look at all
appllcatlons They'll be checking:
How creative and original your application is.
The quality and content of what you say or
show.
Your participation in school life and activities
outside of school.
Your academic effort and results.
Whether your referees say you live the school
values.
How well you would represent St Mark’s and
the OSA in the community.

6. What happens if | make it to the next round?

You'll be invited for an interview with two Old
Scholars and the Principal. It's a friendly chat
where they want to get to know you better.
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7. What kind of interview questions will they
ask?

Here are some examples you can practise:
What does St Mark’s mean to you?
What qualities does a great St Mark’s student
have?
What challenges have you faced, and how did
you overcome them?
How do you hope to make a positive
difference in the future?
How would you be a good ambassador for the
Old Scholars?

8. What's the timeline?

« Applications open: 1 September 2026

«  Workshop with past winners: 23 September
2026 (3.30pm, SAC Staffroom)

« Applications close: Wednesday 14 October
2026 (by 4.00pm — no late entries)

- Interviews: If you're shortlisted, you'll be told
when

«  Winner announced: Prior to the Senior
School Presentation Evening, with the award
presented at the event.

O

. Any tips for doing well?

- Be yourself and be creative — don't feel
limited to just writing — you could record a
video, make a podcast, or design something
that shows your personality and passions.

+ Use examples - tell about the times you led a
group, helped a friend, achieved something,
or made a difference.

«  Show variety - include sport, arts, service,
leadership, academics.

«  Show values - think about inclusivity,
empathy, respect, and being a role model -
show how you live these daily.

10. If 1 win, what then?

You'll get the scholarship for up to three years, but
it will be checked each year. To keep it, you need
to keep putting in effort, staying involved, and
showing good behaviour and leadership.

11. I still have some questions about the
process.

Please attend the workshop or reach out to the
Old Scholars’ Association via email osa@stmarks.
wa.edu.au



