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Dear Parents and Carers

In 2020, St Mark’s undertook a review of its end-of-semester report and in 2021 is launching
a refreshed Primary Report for students in Kindergarten to Year 5 and a refreshed
Secondary Report for students in Years 6 to 12. With Semester 1 reports due to be released
to families at the end of Week 11 of Term 2, | am writing to explain our approach to
reporting, and what you can expect from the refreshed end-of-semester report.

What is reporting?

Reporting, as explained on our website, is part of feedback. Effective feedback—which is
timely, specific, and meaningful—helps to empower students to be autonomous learners
who pursue excellence, are committed to continuous improvement, and are equipped for
their future.

Continuous reporting

At St Mark’s we continuously report on student learning by providing information that keeps
parents informed and can be used by students for the purpose of improvement and growth.

In Years K to 5 this continuous reporting may include parent-teacher discussion,
teacher/child contact, files, portfolios, SeeSaw, and work samples. In Years 6 to 12, SEQTA
is the platform for continuous reporting on student achievement through regular assessment
results updates, online teacher feedback (such as comments and rubrics), and student self-
reflection. Parents are also informed about their child’s progress through the work and
feedback each child brings home, conversations at parent teacher interviews, and
communication between teachers and parents.

In addition to continuous reporting, the School provides an end-of-semester report. In
Kindergarten, parents participate in detailed parent-teacher interviews in Semester 1 and
receive an end-of-year report in Semester 2. From Pre-Primary to Year 11, students receive
an end-of-semester report in both semesters. In Year 12, students receive a Semester 1
report and a Statement of Results at the end of their academic year. Parents are
encouraged to discuss the report with their child, as an important part of the educative
process and a means by which they can contribute to their child’s learning

This suite of dynamic feedback and reporting practices is designed to keep parents well-
informed of their child’s progress and achievement, and importantly to support students as
lifelong learners achieving their best version of success.

Respect. Knowledge. Confidence. Responsibility. Community.



https://www.stmarks.wa.edu.au/our-school/teaching-and-learning/feedback-and-reporting

The end-of-semester report

The end-of-semester report provides a summary of the ongoing feedback shared throughout
the semester and includes the following features.

New design

In 2021, the report has a new look and feel, including a new cover design incorporating each
child’s photograph. The photograph is a reminder that each child is at the centre of what we
do at St Mark’s, and the report is about them as a unique individual. The cover is followed by
information about how to read and understand the report.

Pastoral comment

The pastoral comment (from Classroom Teacher in Primary, Homeroom Teacher in Year 6,
and Pastoral Care Tutor in Years 7-12) provides an overview of each child’s holistic
progress. It appears at the beginning of the report, reflecting our valuing of each child’s
holistic development.

Academic summary
The academic summary of student achievement looks much the same as it has in previous
reports, outlining student results in each subject/course.

In Kindergarten and Year 1, students are reported as Exceeding, Excellent, Expected,
Emerging or Endeavouring against curriculum expectations. From Years 2 to 10, A-E grades
are used to communicate a child’s achievement against the standard expected for that
subject/course and year level. These grades are aligned with the achievement standards
described in the Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment Outline. A ‘C’ grade
indicates meeting the expected standard. Semester 1 grades are indicative, showing an
indication of a student’s achievement against the standards.

In Years 6 to 10, students studying a modified course are provided with a modified grade
showing their achievement in the course, and a grade showing a student’s achievement
against the Western Australian Curriculum standards. Students from Kindergarten to Year
10 who have an Individual Education Plan for one or more subjects are reported on against
their individual outcomes.

In Years 11 and 12, A-E grades are reported in alignment with the grade descriptions for
each course as determined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority of Western
Australia (SCSA). All Year 11 and 12 courses are studied concurrently, and Semester 1
grades are indicative. The Semester 2 grade is reported to the SCSA for both units studied
that year. Vocational and Education Training (VET) courses are reported against each
Certificate’s Units of Competency. The time taken to complete Units of Competency will
depend on the duration of the course. Students studying the Curtin Uniready university
enabling course are provided with a brief comment detailing their achievement and progress
in that course.

For courses in Years 11 and 12 with ten students or more, the student’s achievement in
relation to that of other students in the course is represented as a visualisation. This
provides additional information for parents to understand their child’s achievement in relation
to others in the course.



Reporting on the St Mark’s Learner Attributes

As part of our priority to support students as lifelong learners, in 2020 St Mark’s worked to
identify the following attributes based in research that shows what lifelong learners and
successful future workers think and can do.

. Attitude and Effort.
. Reflection and Growth.
. Collaboration and Communication.

These St Mark’s Learner Attributes are now reported on from Years K-12, in ways that are
developmentally appropriate to the age and stage of the child. They replace the work habits
(Primary) and affectives (Secondary) on the report.

In conclusion

We look forward to sharing the new-look end-of-semester report with you as an important
summary and celebration of your child’'s learning and development, and to continuing to
provide ongoing feedback from teachers, and regular opportunities for students to reflect on
and action feedback as they work to continuously improve.

Warmest regards

Deborah Netolicky
Head of Teaching and Learning


https://www.stmarks.wa.edu.au/our-school/teaching-and-learning/learner-attributes
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