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This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies:

e Student Code of Conduct

e School Curriculum Plan

e Student Dispute and Complaint Policy and Procedure

e Student Learning Intervention and Referral Process Guidelines
e Student Wellbeing Framework

e Inclusive Education Policy

1. RATIONALE

The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) is responsible for Kindergarten to Year 12
curriculum, assessment, standards, and reporting for all Western Australian schools, and St Mark’s
adheres to the SCSA’s requirements.

The Western Australian Curriculum: Languages enables all students to communicate proficiently
in a language other than English by providing students with essential communication skills in that
language, an intercultural capability, and an understanding of the role of language and culture in
human communication.

At St Mark’s, two of the six subjects from the Languages learning in the Western Australian
Curriculum are taught: Chinese: Second Language, and French: Second Language.

Language learning broadens students’ horizons to include the personal, social, and employment
opportunities that an increasingly interconnected and interdependent world presents. The
interdependence of countries means that people in all spheres of life must be able to negotiate
experiences and meanings across languages and cultures. It has also brought the realisation that,
despite its status as a world language, a capability only in English is insufficient, and a bilingual or
plurilingual capability is the norm in most parts of the world.

The Western Australian Curriculum: Languages operates from the fundamental principle that for
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all students, learning to communicate in two or more languages is a rich, challenging experience
of engaging with and participating in interconnected worlds linguistic and cultural diversity. The
curriculum builds upon students’ intercultural understanding and sense of identity as they are
encouraged to explore and recognise their own linguistic, social, and cultural practices and
identities as well as those associated with speakers of the language being learned.

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, AND SKILLS

The Western Australian Curriculum: Languages aims to develop the knowledge, understanding
and skills to ensure that students:

a) Communicate in the targetlanguage.
b) Extend their literacy repertoires.

c) Understand language, culture, learning and their relationship, and thereby develop an
intercultural capability in communication.

d) Develop understanding of and respect for diversity and difference, and an openness to
different experiences and perspectives.

e) Develop an understanding of how culture shapes world views and extend
their understanding of themselves, their own heritage, values, culture, and
identity.

f)  Strengthen their intellectual, analytical, and reflective capabilities, and enhance their
creative and critical thinking skills.

g) Understand themselves as communicators.

GENERAL CAPABILITIES

The general capabilities encompass the knowledge, skills, behaviours, and dispositions that
will assist students to live and work in the 21st century. The study of Languages provides
contextual opportunities to support and strengthen the general capabilities of students;
Literacy and Numeracy being just two of these capabilities.

LITERACY

Students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to interpret
and use language confidently for learning and communicating in and out of school and for
participating effectively in society. Literacy involves students in listening, reading, viewing,
speaking, writing, and creating oral, print, visual and digital texts, and using and modifying
language for different purposes in a range of contexts.

In the Languages, learners of all languages are afforded opportunities for overall literacy
development, strengthening literacy-related capabilities that are transferable across the
language being learnt, their first language, and English. For language learners, literacy
involves skills and knowledge that need guidance, time, and support to develop. These skills
include:

a) Developing an ability to decode and encode from sound to written systems.
b) Mastering of grammatical, orthographic, and textual conventions.

c) Developing semantic, pragmatic, and critical literacy skills.

NUMERACY

Students become numerate as they develop the knowledge and skills to use mathematics
confidently across all learning areas at school and in their lives more broadly. Numeracy
involves students recognising and understanding the role of mathematics in the world and
having the dispositions and capacities to use mathematical knowledge and skills purposefully.

In the Languages, learners are afforded opportunities to develop, use, and understand
patterns, order, and relationships to reinforce concepts such as number, time, and space, in
their own and in others’ cultural and linguistic systems.



IMPLEMENTATION

At St Mark’s, all students from Pre-Primary to Year 8 must study one language other than
English from a choice of Chinese: Second Language, and French: Second Language. SCASA
provides syllabuses for second-language learners in Chinese and French. Studying Languages
is optional in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12.

EXEMPTION FROM STUDYING A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH AT ST MARK’S

SCSA requires that a second language be taught to all students in Western Australia up until
the end of Year 8.

There are times when a student can be exempted from a subject, Languages being one of
them.

Given that the study of a language other than English is mandated and compulsory up to the
end of Year 8, strict criteria are followed to exempt a student from a language other than
English at St Mark’s.

CRITERIA FOR EXEMPTION

a) Students who speak English as a second language or as an additional language or
dialect, and whose use of Standard Australian English is restricted, may substitute
further studies in English for the study of another language.

b) Specific Learning Disability:
i. Students who have a diagnosis of a Specific Learning Disability (SLD)
OR
ii) Perform below the minimal proficiency band in NAPLAN Reading
OR

iii) Are identified as having an eligible disability according to the AISWA (Association of
Independent Schools of Western Australia) Eligibility Criteria see Appendix 1

To be exempted from Languages, the student’s case is presented to and considered by the
Head of Languages, and Head of Learning Diversity and Inclusion. Recommendations are
reviewed by the relevant Head of School. Students exempted from studying a language other
than English are then catered for by the Learning Diversity and Inclusion Department during
their Flexible English periods. Information about the course Flexible English is included in
Appendix 2.

If a child has been exempted from learning a language other than English in their primary
school, this does not automatically exempt the student from studying a language other than
English within the Middle School at St Mark’s. This includes the St Mark’s Primary School.

If a student is allowed an exemption from studying a language other than English, the
exemption lasts until the end of Year 8 and will be recorded on the student’s plan.

This policy forms the basis for this decision-making. However, exceptional situations or
circumstances that arise in which decisions are made outside of these guidelines.



Appendix 1
AISWA (Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia) Eligible Disabilities

Autism Spectrum Disorder
Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Intellectual Disability
Language Disorder
Physical Disability
Severe Medical/Health Condition
Vision Impairment

Appendix 2

Students who complete Flexible English in place of a second language and will receive
instruction in Reading, Writing and Spelling to support their ability to be successful in
meeting the literacy demands required in core subjects. Using the context of Science,
Humanities and English course work, students will be taught strategies to improve reading
such as decoding, comprehension, skimming, scanning,
summarising, and fluency. Students will be taught strategies to improve capabilities in
written work; learning how to plan, draft, and edit writing.

VERSION MANAGEMENT

Version Date Changes Made Author of
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1 January 2020 Update of format, addition of rationale Head of MS
2 February 2021 | Minor formatting changes. EA
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