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IN THIS EDITION 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 

Denis Brown (1959) 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

IN FOCUS with  

Professor Mike Keppell 

2017 Committee: President: Denis Brown ’59; Vice-President—Peter Wendt ‘88;     
Secretary—Michael Campbell ‘72; Treasurer—Michael McKeon ‘74; Registrar—
Helen Turner; Committee—Di Taylor (Life Member); Peter Daly ‘74, Ian Cameron 
‘81, Chris Skelton ‘78, John Dinnen ‘78, Anthony Samios ‘80, Jim Hefernan ‘84,  
Antony Raiteri ‘84, Ian Leavers ‘85, David Turnbull ‘88, Brad Mifsud ‘92,               
Cameron Wigan ‘95, Steve Leszczynski ‘96, John O’Brien ‘98. 

Well Gents 2017 did get off to a cracking start with our new Principal Chris 
Leadbetter in the chair.  Chris has brought a new and most welcome level 
to the engagement of SLOBA with the College. 

The long-anticipated funding from the College was brought to reality at 
the first meeting between your new committee and the College Principal.   
Your committee for 2017 has be reinvigorated through the actions and 
involvement of the College Principal.  

We have seen a successful social get together at Aquila in Eagle Street 
Brisbane with a good cross-section of members being present.  We hope, 
with your support to conduct several of these social, after work “get-
togethers” each year. 

The competition for the newly initiated “Woody Forrester Cup” between 
the present college students and old boys’ teams is proving to be well 
attended and supported.  

This year will see the first of the Annual masses for those families who 
have lost “old boys” in the preceding year, held on the same day as the 
Senior Old Boys’ Luncheon.  

We have also seen the opening and blessing of the new Ian McDonald 
STEM building as well as the new Basket Ball – multi function centre.  
Both a truly magnificent contribution to the facilities available for all 
students of the College. 

I particularly want to thank the College for continuing the support of 
SLOBA through the Development Manager, Helen Turner assist the 
Association with administration  and thank her tireless efforts in this 
regard. 

In closing I encourage all Old Boys to seek to become involved in the 
Association either as committee members or by attendance at        
functions.  

Your feedback and suggestions are welcomed as to how the Association 
can continue and expand its efforts in the future. The Association par-
ticularly looks forward to welcoming the graduating class of 2017 later 
in the year. 

Denis 

Foundation Update with 
Rob Siganto 

A Message from new    
College Principal           
Chris Leadbetter 

Strategic Plan and Survey 
Results 

Old Boy Events  

Paul “Woody” Forrester 
Cup 

We Pray for those no 
longer with us 

Air Training Corps and 
Strong Foundations 

Old Boy and College  

Update 
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   FOUNDATION UPDATE 

Rob Siganto (1986) 

The St Laurence’s Old Boys 

Foundation was developed to 

assist boys in the community 

obtain an education they are not 

able to.    

Since its establishment in 1988, St 

Laurence’s Old Boys’ Foundation 

has worked closely with the 

College and the Old Boys’ 

Association to promote the vision 

of Edmund Rice, the founder of the 

Congregation of the Christian 

KEVIN FITZPATRICK ‘54 

Thank you to everyone who have contributed to the 

Old Boy's Foundation Annual Appeal. It is always 

hard to ask for money and the Foundation has      

always had a creed that giving “what you can, when 

you can” is the most important part you can play. 

Everything raised will go towards school fee support 

for a boy and their family who through no fault of 

their own are experiencing financial difficulty. The 

difference this can make is invaluable. For options to 

make a donation please contact Helen at the         

Development Office at development@slc.qld.edu.au 

 

Kevin Fitzpatrick (1954) was recently recognised by 

the Old Boy’s Foundation for his outstanding               

contribution not only financially but in his key role 

both as a board member and trustee. Kevin has 

been a staunch  supporter of the College over the 

last 60+ years with sons Anthony (82) and Brendan 

(86) following in his footsteps.  Anthony who       

unexpectedly passed away truly embodied the    

Laurie’s values of mateship, leadership and           

service.     

Led by Kevin, the Anthony Fitzpatrick Bursary was   

established in his memory which with the support of 

his 1982 classmates has raised almost $250,000 for 

the Old Boy’s Foundation.   

The painting by artist Kelly Southee presented to    

Kevin pictured with daughter Karen is of the Br 

Davey House located in Stephens Road that          

provided a residence for boys with disadvantaged 

mailto:development@slc.qld.edu.au
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I am delighted to return to St Laurence’s College as the 

25th Principal and third lay Principal of the College.  Our 

School has developed from very humble beginnings to be 

a school of 1870 boys and a school of choice in the  

Brisbane area. 

 

Much of our reputation exists because of the great work of those who go before us.  When speaking with 

Old Boys from various stages of our history, I see common themes, which make Lauries’ a special place.  

St Laurence’s College is a school where lasting friendships are made.  The strong bonds between our past 

students are the envy of past students from other Colleges.  Our graduates also leave with a sense of 

commitment to the welfare of others.  They understand that it is important for them to benefit others in 

the community. 

 

Finally our Old Boys seem to leave with a sense of belief in their worth and value.  As a result, our men 

have been successful in many facets of life.  I note with pride how St Laurence’s College Old Boys support 

each other in the difficult times.  I thank you all for your ongoing support of our College and we hope to 

continue to be a school of choice, yet lose nothing of that which makes our community unique. 

 

I was educated by the Christian Brothers at St Edmund’s College Ipswich, graduating in 1981.  Since     

completing my education degree, I have worked at Shalom College Bundaberg, Iona College, Downlands      

College, Chisholm Catholic College, St Edmund’s College Ipswich and this is my second stint at                      

St Laurence’s College.  This professional journey through Catholic education has been both enriching and 

enjoyable.  I know that boys learn best when involved in College life and we continue our commitment to 

a strong co-curricular program as well as strong teaching practices. 

 

As a College, we are entering into a period of significant change in education.  As a result, strong planning 

is required for our future.  As a response, the College has engaged with the Community, including the Old 

Boys executive in a new Strategic Plan.  This will be launched later in the year.  This plan is essential to 

allow us to meet the challenges of significant change in the educational landscape. 

 

Our College Board, led by Mr Paul Begg (1987) continues to support our work and provide strategic      

advice.  I am also delighted with the work of the College Foundation under the leadership of Mr Rob 

Siganto (1986).  The Foundation continues to provide access to education at the College for boys who 

are unable to afford to be at the College.  

 

It is great to see the loyalty of our Old Boys and I look forward to taking the College from strength to 

strength. 

 

Chris 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 

PRINICIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Chris Leadbetter 
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Earlier this year we reached out to you seeking your feedback as      
members on a number of key areas the Association is reviewing as part 
our development of the Strategic Plan to drive what we do and how we 
engage over the next 3-5 years.  Thank you for your responses and    
candid feedback, it is very much appreciated.     

We have outlined some of the feedback here, but if you wish to review 
the full findings, will be posted to our website (www.slcoldboys.com.au) 
and Facebook page. The Committee met on Sunday 11 June to review 

the survey results and to formulate the Strategic Plan. We will advise 
you when Plan is available for your  viewing. 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 

2017 STRATEGIC PLAN 

Feedback from the Old Boy Community 

Fig.1 Participant breakdown 

Fig.2 Preferred communication 

Fig.3  

What is important 

to you 

In Summary; 

 You prefer communication from the Association to  be 

via e-mail, Facebook and website 

 Prefer to have a Newsletter every 3 months (currently 6) 

 You would like to hear from us on Old Boy Events, Old 

Boy Profiles and Updates and notifications on those 

passed 

 Overall you think the Association is doing a better job at 

communicating, but there is still room for improvement 

 A desire for more events outside of Brisbane [looking at 

Melbourne and Sydney initially] 

 What is important is Old Boy Events, Communication 

with/ about peers and supporting Old Boys in need 

 25% of respondents indicated they would be interested 

in speaking engagements at the College 

 The need for a better calendar of events. 

FINDINGS 

http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SLCOldboys/
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PROFESSOR MIKE KEPPELL 

SLOBA:  Mike, thanks for spending some time with us today. Could you tell us about your most 

recent role? 

MK: In 2015 I became the Pro Vice-Chancellor at Swinburne University, responsible for shaping 
Learning Transformations within the University.  

 

SLOBA: Okay, so what does that actually mean? 

MK: Well, arriving at that point was the result of a progression over the last 25 years in which I 
have worked with six  universities and focussed on how to enhance learning and teaching within 
Universities. This often meant that I worked with academics across a diverse range of disciplines. To 
be a good teacher a knowledge of learning technologies is also needed particularly when teaching 
students who study via distance education using online learning. I focussed on the areas of learning 
design, learning engagement, assessment, professional development, learning spaces, e-learning 
and transformational change across many of these Universities. I often oversee teams who assist in 
my work to lead and develop a vibrant, leading edge learning and teaching culture that is centred 
on leveraging the current strengths of the organisation. Essentially, my team and I are responsible 
for developing learning technologies and teaching     practices to meet student needs, expectations 
and opportunities available in the digital era.  

SLOBA:  I recall that your original degree was studied at University of Queensland in the field of 
Human Movements, which given your sporting talent appeared to be a natural choice, but how 
did you progress to academia? 

MK: I completed the Bachelors degree in Human Movements in 1982 and went on to become a 
Physical Education Teacher at schools in Brisbane and Cairns from 1983 until 1987. I also completed 
a Bachelor of Education (Post Graduate) in 1985. In 1988 I undertook a Master of Education pro-
gram in Calgary in Canada and in 1990 commenced work at the University of Calgary as a Sessional 
Instructor in the fields of Media and Physical Education. I became interested in the design of       
educational interactions hence my PhD that focussed on instructional design.  

In 1997 I completed a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Instructional Design at the University of Calgary 
and was fortunate enough to receive a perfect Grade Point Average of 4.00 for the eight subjects 
studied. My thesis focussed on working with experts to design learning interactions. This set me on 
my journey to work with thousands of subject matter experts. Actually, I started the PhD so that I 
could stay in Canada and do more rock climbing J, but I enjoyed the studying too. 

I then returned to Australia where I worked at Central Queensland University (1994-98) and then 
the University of Melbourne where I became the Senior Lecturer and Head of the Biomedical Multi-
media Unit in the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences from 1998-2002. I then      
travelled to Hong Kong to work at the Centre for Learning, Teaching and Technology at the Hong 
Kong Institute of Education from 2003-2007. I became a full Professor of Higher Education when I 
returned to Charles Sturt University in 2007 and Professor and Executive Director, Australian Digital 
Futures Institute at University of Southern Queensland from 2012-2015. All my roles have focussed 
on enhancing the student experience and all of my roles helped me to grow in my own learning, 
knowledge, experience and perspective. I then progressed to being the Pro Vice-Chancellor,    
Learning Transformations at Swinburne University in 2015. 

Class of 1978 

MIKE KEPPELL 

IN FOCUS 

Mike arrived at St. Laurence’s College in 1974 and in 1978 was elected as the College Captain.  He 

was the embodiment of the expression that ‘hard work pays off’, having graduated from Paul 

‘Woody’ Forrester’s 10D battlers to become one of the leading educational academics in Australia 

today. 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 
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SLOBA:  Mike, you have always been known as a modest person whether that be in the              
professional or sporting field, but I have to ask you what you consider to be the highlight of your 
career thus far? 

MK: The highlight of my career has been the freedom and ability to travel the world, making    
connections in Higher Education and hopefully making a difference at every place I worked and 
lived. I am an educator who believes that we must be an insatiable learner ourselves before we 
work with other people to help them achieve their aspirations and their dreams. Education is the 
key to    making the world a better place. 

SLOBA: Let’s go further back in time to your years at Laurie’s.  Do you have any outstanding    
recollections of your time there? 

MK: I lived and breathed sport. I loved the rugby, athletics and just about every sport I could   
engage in. I relished the opportunity to do the best that I could with my studies because I knew 
how much my mum and dad sacrificed to provide the learning opportunity at SLC. I was also      
honoured to be elected College Captain in my final year. I was a reluctant leader and probably still 
am at times but it has been a foundation of my future leadership roles over 25 years. 

SLOBA:  There were some very fine teachers in your time at Laurie’s, do you have one or two who 
made a significant impact upon your life and what was that impact? 

MK:  A couple of teachers come to mind who helped me to achieve my potential. Paul ‘Woody’ 
Forrester saw something in me that I didn’t even see and assisted me to believe in myself. He was 
the catalyst for my learning odyssey. I still remember winning the Australian History prize in Grade 
9. He challenged me to do better. Another teacher who influenced me was Noel Mather. He was a 
wonderful teacher and rugby coach who also brought the best out of me in sport and was a fine 
mentor to many students including myself. He drew on his life experience to enthuse and inspire 
me. 

SLOBA:  I am sure that you heard of the recent passing of your Year 10 D teacher Woody Forrest-
er, could you briefly sum up what he meant to you and a young man? 

MK: ‘Woody’ was a true educator. He lived and breathed nudging students to achieve their      po-
tential. He made you work at the ‘edge of your comfort zone’ which to me was a perfect         ap-
proach to get the best out of me. He challenged me and made me strive to do better. He was the 
catalyst for my future work and I still regret not sitting down with him and having a beer to chat 
about his influence on me. I am truly grateful to Woody for believing in me.  

SLOBA:  You were also a noteworthy sportsman at the College, representing Queensland and     
Australia at schoolboy level in Rugby, as well as competing in a number of TAS (AIC) competitions.  
Do you have any particular philosophy about the role of sport and other extra-curricular activities 
in the lives of young people, in particular young men? 

MK: Sport is so important as an extra-curricular activity in the lives of young people. I see it as      
co-curricular because it is so essential in the lives of students at SLC. It is important that we         
encourage students to participate. Even if they are not the stars they need to make exercise, sport 
and activity part of their daily life. This needs to continue throughout their life. 

Mike arrived at St. Laurence’s College in 1974 and in 1978 was elected as the College Captain.  He 

was the embodiment of the expression that ‘hard work pays off’, having graduated from Paul 

‘Woody’ Forrester’s 10D battlers to become one of the leading educational academics in Australia 

today. 

Class of 1978 

MIKE KEPPELL 

IN FOCUS 
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For me, participating in sport, keeping fit, challenging myself physically and mentally has been my 

companion throughout life. When I became a primary school physical education teacher I            

introduced daily physical education to encourage young children to make sport and keeping fit a 

habit. Sport is so essential and I still abide by this philosophy. The goal these days is not about the 

result but the journey and the process of keeping animated. I can’t imagine a day without activity. 

SLOBA: Mike, you have travelled the world and competed in many events, are there any out-

standing events in which you were just a spectator? 

MK: I’ve been very lucky to travel, work and live in different settings. One of my favourite      memo-

ries is watching Eddie the Eagle complete his 70 metre ski jump at the 1988 Winter Olympics in  

Calgary. Everyone in the audience held their breath as he jumped. He proved everyone wrong 

about his jumping ability. You’re a legend when you get Olympic organisers to change the rules in 

subsequent Games. I also was lucky enough to be on the hill when the Jamaican bobsled team 

flipped over in their final bobsled run. They redefined the Olympic spirit. When I lived in Hong Kong 

I was also lucky to attend the Rugby 7s World Cup and have made it a point of trying to get to at 

least one match of each Rugby World Cup since 2003. I’m already planning for the Japan World Cup 

in 2019. 

SLOBA:  Finally, if I was to ask you to give advice to a current SLC cohort, what would that advice 

be? 

MK: Life is not about success or failure, it is about resilience and perseverance. Life will challenge 

us and we will be knocked down by circumstances. Failure is not about being knocked down, failure 

is about getting back up, dusting yourself off and continuing. I also believe in treating everyone with 

respect. It doesn’t matter what we do or how much money we make, respect is the key.     People 

don’t remember what you have achieved but they will always remember how you made them feel. 

We are all on a journey, different but equally amazing. 

Professor Mike Keppell, congratulations on your achievements and all the best for the future. 

Some of Mike’s notable, non-academic achievements are listed below: 

Queensland and Australia Under 16 Rugby (1977); Queensland Schoolboys Rugby (1978); Premier 
Grade Rugby player with Souths Rugby Club, Brisbane (mid- 1980’s); A Grade Squash competitor; 
Completed Canadian Birkenbeiner, a 56km cross-country ski competition (1991); Completed two 
Oxfam 100km walks in 40 hours (2009 & 2013); Climbed Mt Kenya, Mt Kilimanjaro, & Mt Kinabalu 
(2011 & 2014); Melbourne half-marathon, 100km Ultra-marathon (1980); China Coast Marathon; 
Great Wall Marathon; Scuba diving instructor, including under ice. Rock and ice climbing             
enthusiast.  

You can see more of Mike’s activities at: http://www.mikekeppell.com/ 

Mike arrived at St. Laurence’s College in 1974 and in 1978 was elected as the College Captain.  He 

was the embodiment of the expression that ‘hard work pays off’, having graduated from Paul 

‘Woody’ Forrester’s 10D battlers to become one of the leading educational academics in Australia 

today. 

Class of 1978 

MIKE KEPPELL 

IN FOCUS 

http://www.mikekeppell.com/
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President Denis Brown (1959) and fellow Old Boy 

Craig Rickards (87) represented Old Boys at the 

College’s Anzac Day Ceremony on Monday 24 

April.   

 

ARMED FORCES SERVICE: 

We still have some gaps in our database on old 

boys that have served,  if you have any 

information we would love to hear from you. 

Please contact us development@slc.qld.edu.au 

Please also refer to our section on the No.13 Flight 

ATC.    

Anzac Day 2017 

Thanks to all those who attended the after work 

drinks on Friday 28 April. It was a first time event  

and those that attended thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. Look out for similar events in the 

future. Thanks also to Aquila Eagle Street for a 

fantastic venue.  

After Work Drinks 28 April  

Events held  in the first half of 2017 

OLD BOY EVENTS 

mailto:development@slc.qld.edu.au
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This was the first time football was included in the 
challenge. The team did well and pulled off a great 2-0 
victory in what was a very competitive match. For the 
first push forward it looked like we had the skill to be 
able to match it with the Ashgrove Old Boys and so it  
turned out, coming away with a fantastic result. 

 

Thanks to the Old Boy team for putting in a great 
performance. Details on the both the Football and 
Touch teams can be found on our Facebook page.  
Additional photos and previous results can be found on 
our Old Boys website.   

FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 

Unlike the Football team, the Touch team, which played 
well,  was unable to pick up the win against a very well 
drilled and skillful Ashgrove Old Boys side going down 4-0.  

The Association also invited back representatives from the 
First XV teams of 1957, 1967 and 1977 to watch and take 
part in the College First XV guard of honour. The College 
and Association would like to thank those who were able 
to make it to Runcorn for the day and especially to those 
representing their teams. This includes Terry Cumner, 
Ruddy Hoffmann, Bill McAuslan and Terry Handran from 
the 1957 team, Noel Dever, Chris Kerwick, John Massie 
from 1967 team and Adam Tonakie, Luke O’Neill, Dominic 
Samios, Gary Green and Michael Tobin from the 1977 
team. 

TOUCH CHALLENGE 

        Challenge Shield v Marist Ashgrove Old Boys’ Association 

Congratulations to  Marist Ashgrove Old Boys’ on retaining the Challenge Shield with a  4-2 Aggregate.        

As they say,  see you when we do it all again in 2019.  

BACK TO RUNCORN DAY 2017 

OLD BOY EVENTS 

http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/
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The annual Old Boys and Community Music Concert 

packed out St Ignatius Church at Toowong on 

Monday 13 March. The concert was a charity event 

to raise funds for a Jesuit run school in Myanmar. 

Many generations of Old Boys, together with staff, 

teachers, parents and friends joined together to 

present a fine concert of brass playing, guitar 

playing and singing. The evening featured the 

international premiere of a new work for guitar 

orchestra by Richard Charlton and a new work for 

Anzac commemoration by Anthony Young. 

 

Those in attendance enjoyed an address by Fr. 

Truong SJ who spoke to us about how the collection 

goes to support the students studying in what used 

to be Burma. It was wonderful to have such a 

gathering of the St Laurence’s extended community 

including Old Boys and their families in attendance.  

Old Boys Music Concert 

Events held  in the first half of 2017 

OLD BOY EVENTS 

The next edition of the Lauries magazine is on its 
way – check it out online here  

LAURIES MAGAZINE 

The Old Boys were fortunate enough to be invited 

to participate in the  College’s Open Day in March. It 

was also the first time the Association was able to 

showcase its offerings and hopefully it is the start of 

many more Open Day events to come. 

 

Thanks to David Turnbull (1988) for organising and 

rallying the Old Boy committee on what is an 

important day on the College calendar.  

College Open Day 

Tell readers to mail this back for a 

catalog, brochure, or price list. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

We are now offering old boys the              

opportunity to advertise for free in our Next 

Newsletter. The first 5 Old Boys to  register 

their Details on the Business Registry on the 

Old Boy Website will get free advertising in 

the December Newsletter. 

Want to Advertise for Free? 

http://www.slc.qld.edu.au/publications/lauries-magazine/back-issues/
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Annual Old Boys v College  - The Cup is named in memory of Paul ‘Woody’ Forrester. Woody was 

a staff member at the College from 1966 to 1996. He was also the Sports Master at the College 

from 1981 to 1987. The dedication Woody put into developing the St Laurence’s sports program 

was legendary and the students, staff and greater St Laurence’s community of the era hold him in the 

highest regard. His legacy to St Laurence’s College sport will live on with this annual competition named 

after him.  The College currently leads 3-1. 

PAUL “WOODY” FORRESTER MEMORIAL CUP 2017 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 

Congratulations to  Lachlan Pigdon (2016), Rowan 

Crothers (2015), Tom Bergin (2014) and Will Stockwell 

(2012) in bringing home the first  Old Boy victory in the 

Cup.  

Swimming—Old Boys 

Even sausage rolls in a bread roll could not save the 

Old Boys from a 40 run defeat to the First XI. A great 

win by a team that went onto win the AIC Premiership. 

Cricket—College 

 The Old Boys put us some staunch play but ultimately 

went down 3-1. Congratulations to Ben Smith (2009) 

who was awarded the MVP for some superb keeping.  

Football—College In what was the first Cup match in the new Sports 

Centre, both teams did it proud. The First VI 

ultimately prevailed 2-1 in a very tough and well 

played match. Congratulations to Tim Carnell (2004) 

on being awarded MVP. 

Volleyball—College 

                     Old Boys v First V Basketball—6 July 2017 

SLC Sports Centre—4pm 

NEXT MATCH 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

The College currently has 21 Old Boys on Staff. 

Elliot Gray (2013) 
IT Computer Support 
Matthew Bibo (2010) 
Teacher Aide Learning Support 
Andrew Bertram (2009) 
Teacher Aide Learning Support (Middle School) 
Nicholas Lieschke (2008) 
Infrastructure Services Manager – IT Dept 
Jeremy Fischer (2008) 
Year 5 Silver Home Class 
Alex Sullivan (2007) 
History/ Geography English and Religion Teacher 
William Brown (2006) 
Piano and Classroom Music 
Lachlan Heshusius (2006) 
HPE & English (Head of Year 7) 
Same Clarke (2004) 
Senior English & Film and TV 
Corey Balharry (2004)) 
Sports Admin and Strengthen and Conditioning 
Brett Holzheimer (2003) 
Science/ Maths/ HPE 
Paul Moscos (1999) 
College Counsellor 
James Mendoza (1998) 
English/ Geography/ History 
Cameron Wigan (1995)  
Head of Primary/ Coach – 1st XI Cricket 
Michael Sharkey (1998) 
Head of Year 5/ Year 5 Black Teacher 
Andrew Kendall (1984) 
Dean of Staff/ Established Emergency Cadets 2014 – Unit 
Coordinator                                
Anthony Samios (1980) 
Maths/ Religion (Head of Year 9) 
Noel Toohey (1979) 
Industrial Technology 
John Roberts (1976) 
Graphics/ Manual Arts/ Assistant Head of Design Facility/ 
Director of Cricket.                              
Brian Toohey (1976) 
IT/ Religion/ Science/ Maths/ Media Studies. 
Graeme “Doc” Mellor 1964 (CLASS OF ’66)  
Religion/ Study of Religion/ English and History/ Professional 
Assistant to the Principal/ Head of Debating 

In February, 2016 College Dux Patrick Litchfield received the 

Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA)   

Distinguished Academic Achievers Award 

Congratulations to  Filipe Afu (2016)  for winning a scholarship 

to join the QPAC  Choir.  

Well done also to Sam Piper (2010)  on winning a scholarship to 

further his Opera Studies in London.   

Brendan Rynne (1988) Chief Economist for KPMG continues to 

be reliable voice in the media including      publications in the 

Australian and Sydney Morning Herald in the first half of this 

year. 

Brendan Cannon (1990) appeared on the ABC Documentary 

“After the Game” which examined the challenges elite athletes 

deal with once their sporting  careers have come to an end.  

Matt Green (2015) played for Sydney FC against Liverpool in 

May. 

Tomislav Bilic (2014) made his Senior debut for the Brisbane 

Roar in the Asian Champions League in April.  

Luke Willian (2014) won the Elite Men's Mooloolaba ITU 

World Cup race in April. He will be competing in Hamburg in 

July with a view to claiming a berth at next year's                    

Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast. We wish him all the 

best.  

Rowan Crothers (2015) again competed at the 2017 Australian 

Swimming Championships picking up  

Archie Smith (2012) has again made a number of appearances 

for the Brisbane Lions Senior team this season. 

Ryley Jacks (2009) made his senior debut for the Melbourne 

Storm NRL side. 

Congratulations to Brad Mifsud (1992) on winning the      

Queensland Masters Boxing Novice Title in April.  

Good luck to Lawrie Abbott (1979) and Sam Butterworth (2012)  

as they compete in the National Powerlifting Championships in 

August.  

Ian Smith (1996) - he was TMO recently for: New Zealand v   

Samoa, New Zealand Maori All Blacks v British and Irish Lions, 

and Chiefs v British and Irish Lions. 

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT….. 
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AIR TRAINING CORPS 

In celebration of the 13th Flight Air Training Corps at St Laurence’s College, a team of College Old Boys are        

currently compiling a historical record for the school – and they need your help! All previous cadets are            

requested to get in contact with the College with their memories, experiences and memorabilia. 

As many are aware, the ATC has a very distinguished history spanning from 1941 until 1975. The largest unit in 

Australia, the 13th Flight also had the great honour of being invited to represent Australia at the Edinburgh     Mil-

itary Tattoo.  

To be part of this opportunity, please contact the College via email slcoldboys@slc.qld.edu.au and all information 

will be passed onto the Old Boy team. Your assistance in securing the history of the ATC will go a long way in en-

suring their legacy lives on in the College. 

Above:  No 13 Flight ATC 

Passing Out Parade on Gair Oval 1955 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 

BUILDING ON STRONG FOUNDATIONS 

The Building on Strong Foundations campaign has been a fantastic 
addition to the daily landscape of the College, interjecting positive 
mottos and aspirational quotes for the students to read and      
absorb. Since it’s commencement in week 1 of term 1, 19 posters 
of Old Boys from all eras of the College history have been on     
display.  
 
In addition to the posters, the College has also been visited by 
many of the Old Boys and their families including Mark Stockwell, 
the Hills Family (for Frank Hills), John Taske and Justice Jeffrey 
Spender. Each visit has provided an opportunity for these Old Boys 
to see the impact of their words in the Lauries community. 
 
On behalf of the St Laurence’s community, I would like to thank all 
of the Old Boys who have been part of the program and those 
who are yet to come. If you are interested in looking over the 
posters that have been displayed previously, please contact the 
College Marketing & Development Manager Helen Turner on 
slcoldboys@slc.qld.edu.au or (07) 3010 1178. 

Inspirations Campaign 2017 

mailto:slcoldboys@slc.qld.edu.au
mailto:slcoldboys@slc.qld.edu.au
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COLLEGE UPDATE 

Sporting and Cultural  

Cricket: - Congratulations to the First XI on an                
undefeated Premiership.  Congratulations to the Team 
along with Coach and Old Boy Cameron Wigan (1995).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Image:  The successful First XI Cricket team. 

 
The College finished 2nd in the Aggregate, securing      
further premierships in the 10A, 10B, 7A, 7C. 7B were   
undefeated runners up and 8G also remained  undefeated.  
Well done to Director of Cricket and Old Boy John Roberts 
(1976). 
 
Volleyball: -  The College also finished 2nd in the          
Aggregate with the First VI coming in as Runners Up. 
Premierships were secured by the 8A and 8B teams. 
 
Swimming: - The College finished 4th overall in the       
Aggregate. Well done to all involved.  
 
Chess: - Overall the College finished 4th in the Aggregate. 
The First IV finished 6.  The Junior B team secured a  
premiership. 
 
Football: -  Football finished 3rd overall in the Aggregate. 
This was the first time in 6 years they relinquished the 
no.1 spot, but still a very good result. Premierships were 
secured in the 7C, 8C, 10B and 10C. The First XI finished 
3rd.  
 
Rugby: - 3rd overall in the Aggregate. Premierships were 
secured in the 7B, 8A and 9A. 7A and 8B runners up. The 
10A’s were unlucky not to secure the premiership after 
drawing with Ashgrove, but then went onto loose to Iona. 
The First XV finished 4th.  The Director of Rugby is Old Boy 
Sean O’Connor (2007). 

 
In March, College Seniors raised almost $15,000 for Shave 
for a Cure. Year 9 boys also raised over $2,300 for the 
Little Kings Buranda as part of their door knock  appeal —
Well Done Boys!!!  

Year 7 College Tour the College alongside Old Boys—Thanks 
to those old boys who participated in the Year 7 College tour 
to help forge bonds with an     opportunity to connect the 
present with the past—Well done to Lachlan Heshusius 
(2006—Head of Year 7). 

The first half of the year saw a series of faculty concerts and 
the Brotherhood perform as part of a large  combined choir 
and UQ Symphony Orchestra in the  Resurrection Symphony 
by Gustav Mahler in a special concert at QPAC.  The            
Brotherhood was also selected as an invited choir for the 
National Men’s Choral Festival “Pemulwuy”. It is held in     
conjunction with “Choral Fest”, the National Choral           
Conference  and  the  season  of  the  National Youth Choir of 
Australia.  
 
The Ian McDonald STEM Building and SLC Sports Centre 
Opens…... 

As  t of the the five 
named past students of the College and their 

These rooms include the Siganto Room, the Drew 
Room, the Spender the Room and the              

now have an additional sign on 
the door as well as a plaque the  A new 

board has also been in the                      
St  ts  
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We pray for those no longer with us 

WE PRAY 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 

James Joseph (Jim) Maher (1967)   

Mrs Redmond 
Mother of Mark Redmond’s (Class of 91), grandmother of Sam in Yr 8 
and Joe in Yr 12. 

Brian Hegarty (1946)  

Tony Druery Son of Keith Druery '58 and nephew of Alan Druery '54 

Barry Reardon (1963) Brother of Noel '71 and father of David '91 and Mark '93 

Robert Scott (1931)  

Ray Gillett Past Teacher (1983-2015) 

Judith Cremin Wife of Neil Cremin '52 

Matthew Gerathy (1993) Brother of Nicholas '96 

Andre Das (2009)  

Terence 'Tiny' Neil Betts (1942) 
Brother of Old Boys Jack (Class of 1939) and Kevin (Class of 1940), father 
of Anthony (Class of 1980), Cathy and Pam (former College Board Mem-
ber) 

Patrick Magee (1962)  

Marcus Price (1987)  

Mario Bonutto 
Father of Old Boys Dennis (Class of 1977) and Steve (Class of 1980) and 
grandfather of Tom (Class of 2015) and Harry (current year 9 student). 

Paul Mooney (1956) Brother of Laurie (1958) and John (1952) 

Robert Noud Father of Christopher (Class of 2004) 

James Hedley Crooks (1947)  

Pauline Monica O'Neill 
Mother of Old Boys Paul (1969), Mark (1970), Luke (1977), John (1979), 
Brian (1982) + Grandmother to Blake (2011) & Sam (2013) 

Tony O'Brien 
Father of Old Boys Daniel (1984) and Brendan (1989) and Grandfather of 
Daley (Year 8) + future students Erin and Riley 

Charles Luthi Father of Old Boys Charles Luthi ’05 and William Luthi ’07 

Marie Luthi Mother of Old Boys Charles Luthi ’05 and William Luthi ’07 

Reginald Pattemore (1959) Brother of William (1955) 

Noel Stapleton (1944) Brother of Bryan '52 (dec), Edmond '40 (dec), Raymond '43 (dec) 

James Breen (1939)  

Ron Tallon Father of Brad Tallon '76 

Leslie Horne (1960) Brother of Stephen '56 and Robert '57 

David Thomas Joseph Spillane (1959) Brother of Ken '54 and Martin '51 

Noel Francis Peter Dwyer (1945) Brother of Daniel '51, Father of Christopher '70, William '75 and Noel '85 

The Old Boys Association in conjunction with St Laurence’s College will be 

holding the 1st Old Boys Memorial Mass on Sunday 6 August. This mass 

provides a moment for members of the Lauries community to come 

together to remember those who have been lost. In 2017, gentleman lost 

from January 2015 – July 2017 will be recognised.   

If you would like to nominate an Old Boy to be remember at this mass, 

2017 Memorial Mass 
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CLASS REUNIONS 

On College Hill 
Continuing the Laurie’s Journey 

There are also numerous class reunions 

throughout the year – make sure you register to 

attend your event! 

 

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST

SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST 

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST 

 

 

FRIDAY 17 NOVEMBER 

Check the Old Boys’ Website or Facebook Page 

for further details 

COLLEGE ENROLMENTS 

The Year 5 2019 enrolment process 

has begun with application packs 

sent to all pre-registered parents. 

HOW TO ENROL 

Call the College Registrar on 

(07) 3010 1104 OR send an email 

to dpote@slc.qld.edu.au. OR     

register your interest via the Col-

lege website slc.qld.edu.au/lauries-

community/ enrolment/  

 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 

The closing date for all Year 5 2019 

applications is Friday 16 June 2017. 

INTERVIEWS 

Inter views will be held in July/

August in Term 3 and Enrolment 

offers will be sent out in the last 

week of Term 3, 2017. 

Enrolments  

Please note, enrolments for Year 5 2019 have closed. 

If you have missed the date below please contact the 

College ASAP. 

http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-2007-10-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-2007-10-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1987-30-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1987-30-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1977-40-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1977-40-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1967-50-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1967-50-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1957-60-year-reunion/
http://www.slcoldboys.com.au/events/class-of-1957-60-year-reunion/
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REGISTER YOUR TEAM HERE 

http://sa2.seatadvisor.com/sabo/servlets/TicketRequest?&presenter=AUSTLAUCOL&event=TOUCH17
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With Thanks to the Foundation and College 
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