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From our Principal…
Dear Families,
I never thought that I’d get used to not shaking hands with someone when I met them. But guess what happened
the other day? A friend introduced me to someone, and they accidently put their hand out and I shook it! It
happened fast, we quickly withdrew, and both said “wow, did we just do that?”
How things have changed – we are now excited that we may be able to go out to a restaurant. We jumped with
joy when we heard we can now travel throughout our State. We wait to hear when we may be able to travel
interstate. If someone asked me if I ever would have thought that State borders would be shut – I could not have
imagined it. But here we are.
As restrictions continue to ease and things begin to return to some kind of ‘normal’ I would like to take this
opportunity to say thank you to all our families for your support over the last few months.
We have done incredibly well. You have all supported us and each other in different ways. We have had to adjust
and we will continue to make changes in the future.
Particularly, I want to say thank you for your understanding and patience at drop off and pick-up time, using the
Kiss and Go Zone. It is a bit longer, but we still need to restrict adults on site. For those with younger children and
Kindy aged children, we continue to ask that you don’t linger onsite if you need to park and pick up.
The College will continue to keep you updated as restrictions ease and we look for ways to re-start events and
other activities. Of course, industry guidance will determine the timing and under which conditions various sports
and events can occur.
Finally, I leave you with this from Romans 8:39 Neither the height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We have much to be thankful for, and much to look forward to as we move forward.
Blessings,
Luke Schoff
Principal

From the Head of Secondary School…
There is a saying that ‘you never miss something until it is gone.’ A school without student’s onsite is something
none of us had ever considered, yet this was our recent reality. I asked staff what it was they missed and what did
they learn during this time. For some it was the simple sound of children in the grounds or a smiling face at Kiss
and Go for others it was the opportunity to engage with students face to face, to witness those ‘aha’ moments
when a student ‘gets it’ that always make a teachers day. Though the responses varied the underlying message
was the same – our teachers love your children and the College is not the same without them.
God bless,
Julie Higgins
Head of Secondary

From the Head of Primary School …
Dear Families,
There have been lots of positives since returning to school! The students were
all excited to be back with their friends and said it is nice to be face to face
rather than talking to a screen!
Teachers are happy to have their students back and for the learning to be
shared in the moment.
Lots of lovely work is being completed and shared throughout the Primary school. It is hard to believe that we are
in Week 8!
Further in the Newsletter you will see a resource I have included about some parenting webinars that will be easy
to view, informative and free!
It has been lovely to see everyone, if only briefly at drop off and pick up – soon things will be back to normal and
we can catch up properly!
Jane Campion
Head of Primary School

From our Chaplain …
What a journey we have all been on these past few months.
So many life changing lessons have been taught and learnt
from each other and what we have witnessed on the TV and
social media.
There is a Christian song that was written by Richard Gillard
many moons ago called the Servant Song and this has
resonated with many during these COVID-19 times.
Brother, sister let me serve you,
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace
To let you be my servant, too.
There are countless ways that people have served and empathised, supported and connected with their
neighbours, communities and workplaces.
We are pilgrims on a journey,
We are brothers on the road;
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.
We have been challenged by a different way of teaching and learning and zooming, participated in Google
classroom, Facetimed, called, listened to concerts and songs and shown solidarity, appreciation and love.
I will hold the Christlight for you
In the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the peace you long to hear.
There has been so many times that people have felt
anxious, stressed, uncertain of the future and they have
felt the compassion of others and are working towards a
hope filled future.
I will weep when you are weeping,
When you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we've seen this journey through
The road ahead will be a long one and for many full of
unknown factors. May we continue to appreciate each
other and be a community of grace that sees that
journey through together.
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

From our Kindergarten …
Kindy Chatter
At St James Kindy we are starting to recreate our indoor spaces for when we re-enter our rooms for indoor
outdoor play.
Our Kindy children were interested in celebrating ‘National Bee Day’. As we have two native bee hives it was
interesting to look at different types of bees and find out what we can put in the Kindy yard to help them live a
happy life.

We have also been loving our small world play, one of our children created a zoo for his friends to explore and
shared his thoughts at show and tell.

We also have a long love of dinosaurs and created a dinosaur habitat with fossils we have found and a volcano
because they come from the prehistoric ages a long long time ago.

Jackie Heath
Service Leader

From the Resource Centre …
Borrowing Bag
A friendly reminder that primary school students are required to bring a library bag on their borrowing day to
avoid any accidents with food and water bottles in their school bags.
On Wednesday 27th May some of our primary students participated in National Simultaneous Story time, an
annual event where children all around Australia read the same book, on the same day, at the same time. Our
Year 3’s enjoyed listening to Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas by Lucinda Gifford, read by Mr Schoff.

Book Club
Our Book Club orders for this term are on the way. These orders will be
delivered to your child’s classroom on arrival.
Parent Library
Our latest addition to our parent library is Loni’s Allergy Free, a recipe book of everyday foods free from 11 key
allergens. Come and browse our selection of Parent books, available to be borrowed.

Staffing Update …
At the end of this term we will say good-bye to Amy Mortimer our Primary School Curriculum
Coordinator. We thank Amy for all the amazing work she has done at St James and wish her well
as she relocates to the Sunshine Coast to join her family. We are in the process of finalising a
replacement for Amy.

Upcoming Webinar for Parents
This school has a membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of
parenting education and support. As part of this membership, all the parents in this school
community can attend some fantastic webinars in 2020 at no cost. We’re pleased to let you know
about an upcoming webinar.

Understanding techno tantrums: 17 June 8-9pm AEST

Watch from any device, any location
See the expert as they speak
Catch up recording available

Normally valued at
$37 per person
but FREE for

St James families

Webinar Overview
In this digital era, chances are we’ve all experienced our children throwing a techno-tantrum. Technotantrums are completely normal and often a result of the neurobiological changes that occur when
kids use technology. But this doesn’t mean that we have to simply accept that they’re part of our
modern parenting reality. In this webinar Dr Kristy Goodwin helps parents and carers understand why
children and teens emotionally combust when they digitally-disconnect, and how to establish new,
healthy technology habits. Key learning and discussion points include:
• The science behind why kids and teens have techno tantrums and
find it challenging to switch off screens
• How to establish and enforce firm guidelines and boundaries
• How to be the pilot of the digital plane
• Researched based, realistic strategies to help develop healthy
digital behaviours so that screen time doesn’t end in ‘scream time’

View video overview

Presenter Overview
Dr Kristy Goodwin is a digital wellbeing and performance speaker,
author and researcher, and a mum who also deals with her kids’
techno-tantrums! She’s the author of Raising Your Child in a Digital
World, and a media commentator who doesn’t suggest that we
ban the iPhone, or unplug the gaming console - she believes digital
abstinence isn’t the solution.
Kristy worked as an educator for fourteen years before becoming
an academic and speaker who’s on a mission to help children, teens
and adults tame their technology habits so they’re not a slave to the
screen.

Redeem your webinar - it’s easy!
To redeem your webinar click this link:
www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/understanding-techno-tantrums
• Click ‘Add to cart’
• Click ‘View cart’
• Enter the voucher code TECHNO and click ‘Apply’
• Enter your school’s name to verify your eligibility. The $37 discount
will then be applied.
• Click ‘Proceed to checkout’
• Fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to
login to your account and access your webinar and resources
• Click ‘Place Order’
This offer is valid until 17 September 2020.
If you’re unable to make the broadcast time, just register anyway
and you will get access to the recording.

Articles for Parents
On the Parenting Ideas website you can also view and receive helpful articles
to support your parenting journey.
Read up on topics such as:
• Resilience
• Siblings
• Bullying
• Positive Parenting
• Digital and Social Media
• Behaviour
• Confidence
• Friendships
• Anxiety
• Girls
• Boys
• Learning and Education
Visit www.parentingideas.com.au/blog to access today.

MONDAY
29 June 2020

TUESDAY
30 June 2020

WEDNESDAY
1 July 2020

THURSDAY
2 July 2020

FRIDAY
3 July 2020

Obstacle
Course

Weird Science

Target
Practice

Safari/Jungle
Scene

Team Sports
Day

Children will get to test
their throwing skills in a
day of target practice.

Let’s get creative and
make our very own
shoebox safari/jungle
scene.

Time to get outside and
enjoy a day of team
sports!

All students are invited
to participate in the
OSHC Obstacle Course!

Which team is going to
work together to
complete the fun and
challenging course?

Let’s do some crazy
science experiments and
see what happens?

Make your own bouncing
ball, lava lamp, and glitter
slime!
(ADDITIONAL FEE $5)

Try to hit the target or
throw the ball through the
hole. Who will hit their
target?

We will explore, design
and create our own
safari/jungle world!

Children will be able to
join their teammates in a
range of sports including
oztag, cricket, soccer,
basketball, netball and
more!

MONDAY
6 July 2020

TUESDAY
7 July 2020

WEDNESDAY
8 July 2020

THURSDAY
9 July 2020

FRIDAY
10 July 2020

Bike &
Scooter Day

ZFit Zumba

Dinosaur Dig

Today we welcome the
team from ZFit Dance for a
Zumba workout!

Join our archaeological
expedition and dig for
dinosaurs!

Rock
Painting

Teddy Bear
Picnic Day

Today we will use our
imagination and design
and paint rocks to hide!

Let’s all enjoy a Teddy
Bear Picnic.

Let’s get fit and dance at
the same time!

Who will be the first to dig
their way to a dinosaur
discovery?

Bring your bike or
scooter to OSHC for a
day of riding fun.

Don’t forget to bring
your helmet!

(INCURSION FEE $5)

How many of our
amazing rocks can we
find on our bear hunt
tomorrow?

Bring your favourite
teddy bear and we can
enjoy a sausage sizzle.
WE’RE GOING ON A
BEAR HUNT!

MONDAY
13 July 2020

TUESDAY
14 July 2020

WEDNESDAY
15 July 2020

THURSDAY
16 July 2020

FRIDAY
17 July 2020

Arts & Craft
Day

Laser
Skirmish

Lego Masters

Solar System

Today children will be
involved in our very own
OSHC Lego Masters.

Join us as we travel outer
space and investigate the
solar system!

OSHC Talent
Show

Children can work alone
or as a team to create a
Lego masterpiece.
It’s time to build!

We will be making solar
systems that are out of
this world!

How creative can we
be?

The team from Wide Bay
Laser Skirmish will join us
to battle it out to
complete our mission and
secure our target!

Always a fun filled exciting
day! Will it be the
Lots of art and craft
teachers or the students
activities for the children
that win this battle?
to choose!
(INCURSION FEE $22)

Children will be able to
perform at our OSHC
Talent Show!

Tell a joke, perform a play,
share a story, dance or
sing a song.

“WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER”
The Vacation Care Program will be running from Monday 29 June, 2020 to Friday 17 July, 2020. (Pupil free week is Monday 13/07/2020 to
Friday, 17/07/2020).
Hours of operation are from 6.30am – 6.00pm.
Additional fees may occur for incursions/activities.
We ask parents to name all items that children bring to vacation care and note that all items that are banned from school (eg. trading cards,
ipods, mobile phones etc) are also banned from vacation care.
48 hours notice is required for cancellations. Places are limited so it is advisable to book now to ensure your child does not miss out.
Children will need to bring a water bottle and sufficient prepared morning tea and lunch (unless otherwise stated on the program). Afternoon
tea will be provided. Children must also bring a wide brim hat (no caps) – sunscreen will be provided. Closed in shoes must be worn at all times
(children will not be permitted to attend incursions or play on any playground equipment wearing thongs or sandals).

Please complete the below booking form (please cross relevant boxes):
Monday 29/06/2020
Monday 06/07/2020
Monday 13/07/2020

Tuesday 30/06/2020
Tuesday 07/07/2020
Tuesday 14/07/2020

Wednesday 01/07/2020
Wednesday 08/07/2020
Wednesday 15/07/2020

Thursday 02/07/2020
Thursday 09/07/2020
Thursday 16/07/2020

Friday 03/07/2020
Friday 10/07/2020
Friday 17/07/2020

Childs name: ______________________________
Parent name: ______________________________

Parent signature:

________________________

