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From our Principal…
What a joy it is to see young leaders grow. Each year I have the privilege of being on our panel
to choose our next College Captains. Each year I am reminded of how blessed we are and the
capacity of our students. This year was no different.
Last Friday at our Year 12 Graduation, I announced our 2020 College Captains – Nathaniel Fuller
and Jasmine Gerchow. I know that these two young people will represent the College and the
student body exceptionally well. I am so proud of all our student leaders and the opportunities
that the Student Leadership Team have and will bring in the future.
This week I asked Nathaniel and Jasmine to write about themselves, and share a little about
what next year will bring for them.
Every Blessing,
Luke Schoff
Principal
From Jasmine Gerchow
Hello everyone, I am Jasmine Gerchow. I have been a part of the
St James community for 8 years and becoming a College Captain has
always been a dream of mine. Outside of school, I love to play oztag,
work at my part-time jobs and spend time at the beach. In the future,
I aspire to study law and find a career that allows me to serve others
and give the community equitable access to justice. Next year I hope
to continue all the amazing initiatives the student council has
implemented in the past while still bringing new ideas and activities
forward that will engage students of all ages and encourage them to empower and serve each
other and all members of the St James community. We hope to continue to provide students
with fun new lunchtime activities and help maximise school spirit. I would love to thank Mr
Schoff and the rest of the community for allowing myself and Nathaniel to take on these roles we cannot wait to begin.
From Nathaniel Fuller
Hey everyone, I am Nathaniel Fuller. I believe St James is the best school in the Bay and over my
13 years of schooling I’ve watched this college grow from a small school with only about 100
students to the size it is now. It means the world to me that I now get to represent the school
and its image as College Captain alongside Jasmine, and I would like to thank Mr Schoff and the
College Council for giving us this opportunity. Next year I would like to work with both students
and teachers to strengthen current initiatives and build new ones as well. In my spare time I
love to go fishing and camping, work at my traineeship and just spend time with my friends and
family. I am currently planning on entering a career in the police force. I hope to one day
become a detective where I can help and serve other people. I look forward to all the
opportunities that next year will bring and I cannot wait to get started.

Upcoming
events
22nd November
P&F Christmas Party
26th November
Year 9 Bible
Presentation and
Secondary School
Awards Service
29th November
Year 11 and Year 10
Last Day
29th November
HB District Swimming
Carnival (9-12yrs old)
3rd December
Primary School End of
Year Celebration
Assembly
4th December
Prep – Year 2
Splashfest
5th December
Thanksgiving Service
6th December
Prep – Year 9 Last Day

From the Deputy Principal…
Finish Strong!
As we begin to count down to Christmas and all things festive, it is important to remember that there are still
ten more school days to go for many of us until we can think about slowing down for a break. We reminded
our Year 12s about this all term – to finish strong and finish well, and I often use the analogy of a marathon
runner to help explain what I mean. The school year is very much a marathon and never a sprint and when I
speak to students I encourage them to think about how a marathon runner finishes their race – as they make
their way into the stadium after hours and hours of fitness, sometimes pain and exhaustion, they never run
into that stadium and slow right down or stop, thinking “Well, I gave it my best, but now I’m just tired and
can’t be bothered…” Of course they don’t! Runners are trained to pick up the pace towards the end of a race,
to store their energy for that big finish and to ensure that as they enter that stadium with the crowd cheering
them along, that they can find that will and that energy to finish strong and finish well. This week and
finishing on Monday, our 10s and 11s have their exam block. Tonight is our P&F Christmas Celebration. Next
Friday the Year 10s are running a multicultural festival as part of their Religion & Ethics course. Our Middle
School students are finalising assessments and completing projects in Electives classes and in Week 9, they will
participate in Rotational Activities linked to all Learning Areas and Christmas. Our Thanksgiving Service is being
held on Thursday 5th December so many students will be preparing and rehearsing for that event. Our Primary
School classes have their End of Year Celebration coming up also, and have been preparing and rehearsing for
that too. There is still so much to do, so much to learn and so much to engage in, and even though we’ve been
running that marathon all year, it’s now time to step it up and enter the stadium stronger than ever. I thank all
parents for being that crowd in the stadium cheering us all along as we make our way to that finish line,
making time for relaxation and celebration with family and friends, but more importantly, to prepare for the
biggest and best Celebration of all – the birth of Jesus Christ and the Christmas Joy we can share and spread
with those we care about.
Please enjoy one of my favourite “Marathon” clips ever:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhdoTThn5mw
God bless,
Kelly Stirling
Deputy Principal

From the Head of Primary School…
Dear Families,
We shouldn’t underestimate how important it is for children to play and have fun –
it is incredible how much they learn through play! Playing in the sandpit is an
incredible tool to help them develop great skills that go beyond sensory learning.
There are basically no rules or instructions when playing with sand – children can
dig around, build with it, pretend with it, sift it, and explore. Their imaginations can
run wild.
Playing in the sandpit is not only a fun part of children playing, but a great way for
them to learn many different skills.
Sand is a toy! The less a toy does the more a child will learn!
BENEFITS OF SAND PLAY:
• Development of fine motor skills.
• Eye & hand coordination – watching and doing and coordinating these actions
• Promotes creativity and imagination through role and developing stories.
• Sensory - Development of the sense of touch. Feeling and manipulating objects
and moulding the sand.
• Language development – playing with sand is a social activity requiring speaking
and listening, also developing vocabulary. Practising and experimenting with
language.
It lets children make their own choices.
It is a great way for children to learn to be social and make friends.
It will expose them to situations where they need to be problem-solvers.
Each and every day, our sandpit is a hive of activity and students from all year
levels in the Primary school come to play and interact with other children.
We value play as part of our daily routine at St James and have extended our
Recess to allow for our students to have more time to play!
The photos below show the variety of ways the sandpit can be enjoyed.
I am very much looking forward to seeing you all at our end of year events in
the last week of school. The students have been rehearsing and preparing to
wow you!
Have a great week,
Jane Campion
Head of Primary School

Place your business
advertisement here.
For more information go to
our website
Advertising Opportunities

From the Chaplain…
This week was not the unveiling but the final assembling of the St James Mural! This
wonderfully vibrant masterpiece of artwork meshes together our motto of ‘inspired
to learn-empowered to serve’ and theme for 2019 of Develop, Discover and
Distribute. I am continually amazed at the artistic creativity and gifts that are within
our community and the way that our history, St James’ legacy and our ties with
Kasukabe were woven together. Well done Mr Kastner and team!
This week our senior students had their final chapel for 2019 and they heard about
sharing two gifts with others that will have a lasting impact and it doesn’t cost them
anything - encouragement and time. With the Advent season almost upon us and
end of year stress already starting for many, I encourage us all to intentionally take the time to encourage others
in our daily lives and remember that we are all masterpieces lovingly created by God our Father who has an
immense amount of time for us all always.
God bless,
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

Christmas Hampers…
I wish to extend a big ‘THANK YOU’ to all the families and students who have brought in items for WeCare2. We
are privileged to be able to support this organisation and be of service to the Hervey Bay community. I thank God
for you and the generosity you show, particularly at this time of the year when it seems life gets to be so hectic.
According to statistics from last year, Australia spent $25 Billion, yes billion, at Christmas time which averages out
to $1325 per person. Staggering! One billion of this amount was on decorations. Estimations for this Christmas are
that Gen X and Gen Y will support charities to the tune of $76 and $61 respectfully and Baby Boomers $37.
We will always have the poor and those living rough with us and so we continue to commit the work of WeCare2
to you. If you still want to contribute to these Christmas hampers, please do so by Monday 25th November. There
will be opportunity for students to volunteer a few hours at WeCare2 during the week after school finishes. If
students would like to be part of seeing these hampers handed out, please let me know by the end of next week.
We ask for God’s blessing on these hampers, that they will indeed be a
blessing to those receiving them. We also ask for a blessing on those
who have contributed both physically and through prayer support. Hear
the words of Jesus when talking about the times to come; He said, “The
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ Matthew 25:40
David Grieger
Secondary Teacher

From the Head of Inclusive Learning…
Executive Function – the personal secretary we all need!
You know when you are getting ready in the morning and that little
voice in your head helps you to stay on track, find the things you
need, and leave on time without forgetting anything? That is your
executive function skills at work!
Executive function is the mental process involved in the control of
thoughts and actions. It can be compared to a control centre in the
brain that oversees actions and mental operations and relies on three types of brain function: working memory,
mental flexibility and self-control (Autism QLD, 2017).
In essence it is the ‘personal secretary’ we all have that allows us to navigate and manage life and all it throws at
us. The more often we utilise the ‘secretary’, the more efficient we become in improving our daily routines
structures and goals.
When students have executive function issues it can be reflected in ways such as not being able to stay on top of
homework, being disorganised for class, unable to remember what is needed for certain activities and troubles
staying focused. Within the home environment your child may struggle in organising their bedroom, are unable to
find items of clothing they need, forget simple tasks or instructions asked of them, have difficulty in managing
emotions and making decisions, and will often be running late for things.
So how do we help a child who has executive function challenges? The balance is finding systems and strategies
that improve independence, that are created together with the child, but don’t totally take away the child’s
thinking skills. Some easy strategies at home are:
• Play board games that work on memory or need quick responses such as Memory, Snap, Uno. Play strategy
based games such as Battleships and Jenga.
• Play games that require the student to take note of changes or movement games where the student has to
start and stop suddenly, to help impulse control.
• Doubles – double up on important items where you can such as school hats, keys, jackets etc., to stop the
frantic morning searches.
• Organisers – tubs, hanging organisers, labelled drawers or colour coded baskets in a child’s room can give items
a ‘home’ and make managing a bedroom full of toys and games easier.
• Calendars – Use and refer to a calendar to give your child ownership over their week, plus is an easy visual
reference to reaffirm expectations. Colour code, use reminder stickers, cross off dates etc. can help teach your
child how to plan and manage their time effectively.
• Snacks - Portable protein-rich snacks help kids maintain blood sugar
throughout the day and can assist with maintaining focus.
• Timers – If your child dawdles through their morning routines assign a timer
to set tasks and chores. Make a fun countdown game to see if they can be
dressed in 3 mins, take a shower in 5 mins etc. They may find they acquire
some extra time each morning once their routines are completed quickly!
• Checklists – If you want to stop the procrastination around tasks and chores
and give a clear visual of what is expected, broken down in to manageable
chunks, use a checklist! It gives a child a reference point to come back and
prompts them for the next step. The fridge is a great central point for charts
and checklists.
Improving your child’s executive function skills can allow for a smoother, calmer and more organised morning for
everyone. I would love to hear if you have any tips or tricks your family uses.
Joelle Kelly
Head of Inclusive Learning

Inspired to learn, empowered to serve mural…
This semester, students from the Year 10 and 11 Visual Art
in Practice class created a mural. Students worked hard on
the mural and this article will explain it in more detail. The
theme of the mural was on the College’s motto of ‘inspired
to learn, empowered to serve’ and on this year’s theme of
Discover, Develop and Distribute. Firstly, the figures at the
front of the mural represented this theme in mind.
The blue figure is David Unaipon, who was an Inventor,
public speaker and the first Aboriginal public writer. He
proved to western society at the time that Aboriginal
people could be just as intelligent as any other and inspired
many with his inventions. The green figure is Dame Mary
Gilmore who was a teacher for many years and famous for
campaigning for women’s rights, the pension and
Aboriginal rights. The yellow figure is St James the
Great who was one of the first apostles to follow and
serve Jesus.
The hands in the background behind the figures are
hand prints from students and teachers from our
College community and will be sealed under varnish
for as long as the mural is displayed. St James’ scallop
shells are also displayed which could have been used
to scoop up water or maybe even eat out of.
Within the wave of the mural there are several
symbols that represent inspiration or discovery,
learning or development and service or distribution.
Three of Australia’s flags represent our continent and
cultures. This wave represents our coastline and beyond Fraser Island where the ocean is open and rough, humpback
whales migrate and briefly visit our waters to have a rest. On the ocean’s horizon is a sailing boat that represents
discovery beyond our horizons to new and exciting places.
Above the horizon are music notes travelling from our community to other countries that inspire us. We have links
to Japan through the Japanese subject learnt at this College and our links to other students in our sister city of
Kusakabe. There is also a cherry blossom tree that is an iconic symbol of Japan.
Finally, there is the major feature of the Camino de Compostela which is the final resting place of St James and one
of the last destinations of the Camino Santiago pilgrimage.
I would like to congratulate all of the students and staff who contributed to the mural and hope it will be displayed
for many years to come.
Jason Kastner
Secondary Teacher

2020 Fee Due Dates…
2020 Due Dates

TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 3

TERM 4

Fee Due Date:

14/02/20

08/05/20

07/08/20

23/10/20

Early payment Disc:

07/02/20

01/05/20

31/07/20

16/10/20

From the Resource Centre…
Our Senior Robotics Club participated in the First Lego League at Noosaville last weekend. After months of
preparation, they completed 3 challenges using their EV3 robot and a city created of lego, presented an innovative
idea to improve our local area, and participated in team challenges. The team demonstrated fantastic dedication,
team work, sportsmanship and enthusiasm for a challenge

Thanksgiving Service
Thursday 5th December
6pm - 8pm
COLA
Major awards for 2019
Primary School Transition
Performances from:
Combined Choirs
Cheer squad
Dance troupe

Students to wear formal school uniform,
no hats please.
This is a complusory event for all students
P- 12

Primary School
End of Year Celebration
Tuesday 3rd December, 2019
9am to 10:30am
COLA
Celebrate with our wonderful students and be
entertained by their amazing performances.

All welcome.

St James has a part time (up to 35 hours per week)
Canteen Supervisor
position available, commencing January 2020.
The Canteen Supervisor is responsible for the
profitable management and operation of the school canteen
according to the policies and procedures of St James Lutheran
College.
The St James Lutheran College canteen objectives are:



A

to provide nutritious, hygienically prepared and healthy
food at an affordable and reasonable price
provide canteen services to St James Lutheran College
students during school days, for recess and lunch, with
healthy food options
canteen services are required from 8.00am to 1.30pm
every day that students are at school
full

Position Description is available at

www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/our-school/employment
We are inviting applications from our parent
community only. Applicants must have related canteen /
hospitality / food service experience, preferably in an
educational environment.
Applications must contain a letter of application and
resume and must be submitted electronically via
jobs@stjameslc.qld.edu.au to Alan Aulsebrook, Business
Manager.
Applications close Wednesday 4th December, 2019.

Please note the Uniform shop will be open by appointment only
during the Christmas school holidays. Parents can book
appointments through Parent Lounge, with December dates already
available, and January to follow soon.

The Link to the St James Parent Lounge is below:
https://stjameslctass.lils.edu.au/parentlounge/login.cfm
Go to the “Parent/Teacher Interview area”

Opening hours for the Uniform Shop
During the School Term
Monday 2.30 – 3.30 pm
Wednesday 3.00 – 3.30 pm
Friday 8.15 – 9.00 am

Caring for your Uniforms
We want your uniform looking better for longer. On all our garments, you will find care
instructions; please follow these instructions to ensure our quality garments always look
their best.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To protect the colour of your garment we recommend you wash it inside out. This
will also reduce pilling on your garment.
A hot iron will damage garments. It can cause pilling, shrinkage and even
colour loss.
Never hang washing out in direct sunlight.
Avoid using the dryer if possible. If you do need to use the dryer we
recommend a cool setting – a dryer may shrink and damage the fibres in your
garments.
Wash garments before they are worn (for color fastness and comfort)
Pre-treat any stains before washing (machine washing and drying without pretreating may set stains in permanently).
Do not put undiluted washing powder directly onto your washing as spot bleaching
can occur (dissolve the powder into the water before adding garments.
Always fasten all zips, buttons and studs prior to washing so that they don’t
damage the garments or get caught during the wash cycle.

Sizing variations
Please ensure you bring your child/ren in to try on new clothing. There are considerable
size variations in the new styles of shirts and shorts. We want your children to be
comfortable in their uniforms, and in correct sizing.
The exchange of items while a simple process is time consuming. We would like to avoid
this if possible. Freeing us up to continue in service to your child.
Uniform Shop Hours
During the school holidays to ensure availability and to avoid long queues and delays, the
Uniform Shop is open by appointment only. Appointments can be booked through
parent lounge.
During the school term, the following hours apply:
Monday
2.30 – 3.30 pm
Wednesday
3.00 – 3.30 pm
Friday
8.15 – 9.00 am

ST JAMES OSHC VACATION CARE PROGRAM
Monday 9 December 2019 – Friday 13 December 2019
MONDAY
9 December 2019

TUESDAY
10 December 2019

WEDNESDAY
11 December 2019

THURSDAY
12 December 2019

FRIDAY
13 December 2019

Water Play

ACE Tennis Clinic

Christmas Craft &
Oztag Clinic

Balloon and Bubble
Day

Hervey Bay Cinema
Excursion

Let’s blow some bubbles
and create some crazy
balloon art with the
‘Character Man’

ACE Tennis will be joining us
today to hold a tennis clinic
for the children. Children will
learn the skills of tennis and
will participate in tennis drills
and games!
Children will ‘Slip’n’Slide’ and
have a great time getting wet
playing water games like
slip’n’slide, water bombs, and
sponge relay! Don’t forget your
togs, towel, wide brimmed hat
and spare clothes!

(FEES WILL APPLY)

Children will have a blast creating
their own Christmas craft and
decorations to take home!
Get your tag on! Join the team
from Hervey Bay Oztag learning
new skills and working together
as a team!

Children will participate in
a balloon art workshop!

Today’s excursion takes us to
Hervey Bay Cinema to enjoy a
movie!
Bus will be departing at
9.00am and will return at
approx. 12.00pm

(FEES WILL APPLY –
LIMITED NUMBERS)

ST JAMES OSHC VACATION CARE PROGRAM
Monday 16 December 2019 – Friday 20 December 2019
MONDAY
16 December 2019

TUESDAY
17 December 2019

WEDNESDAY
18 December 2019

THURSDAY
19 December 2019

FRIDAY
20 December 2019

Inflatable Water
Slide

Team Building
Games

Christmas Craft &
Oztag Clinic

Christmas Cooking

Christmas Concert &
Break Up Party

Time to make some
Christmas treats to
enjoy! Today the children
will be cooking lots of
Christmas treats to bring
home and share with
family and friends!
Let’s make a splash!
Children will keep cool
sliding down into a pool of
water! Don’t forget your
togs, towel, wide brimmed
hat and spare clothes!
(FEES WILL APPLY)

Today the children will
work together in teams
to complete the
challenges.

Children will create their own
Xmas cards to share with
family and friends.
Get your tag on! Join the team
from Hervey Bay Oztag
learning new skills and
working together as a team!
(FEES WILL APPLY)

Today the children will walk
to Fair Haven Aged Care
and perform a concert for
the residents! Then it’s
time to celebrate the end
of an amazing year with
our OSHC break up party!
Wear your Christmas shirts
and hats!

ST JAMES OSHC VACATION CARE PROGRAM
Monday 6 January 2020 – Friday 10 January 2020
MONDAY
6 January 2020

TUESDAY
7 January 2020

WEDNESDAY
8 January 2020

THURSDAY
9 January 2020

FRIDAY
10 January 2020

Bike & Scooter Day

Laser Skirmish

Chalk and Glitter Art
Fun

Construction Day

Flying High Bird
Sanctuary

The team from Wide Bay
Laser Skirmish will join us
at OSHC and we will battle
it out to complete our
mission! Always an exciting
fun filled day!
(FEES WILL APPLY)

It’s bring your bike or
scooter to OSHC Day! A
day of fun riding our
bikes and scooters
around! Don’t forget
your helmet!

Today we are going to
construct a fire station from
boxes! I wonder what our
firefighters will think when
they visit in their fire truck?
(SUBJECT TO QLD FIRE
SERVICE AVAILABILITY)

Using chalk, glitter and their
imagination the children will
be creating their own artwork
to take home or display in the
OSHC room!

Today’s excursion takes us to The
Flying High Bird Sanctuary @
Apple Tree Creek
Bus will be departing at 9.00am
and will return at approx. 2.00pm
(FEES WILL APPLY – LIMITED
NUMBERS)

ST JAMES OSHC VACATION CARE PROGRAM
Monday 13 January 2020 – Friday 17 January 2020
MONDAY
13 January 2020

TUESDAY
14 January 2020

WEDNESDAY
15 January 2020

THURSDAY
16 January 2020

FRIDAY
17 January 2020

Mini Olympics

Pyjama Party

Shaving Cream
Artwork Day

Kite Building

Reefworld Aquarium
& Dayman Park

We invite children to
attend the OSHC Pyjama
Party. Come dressed in
your pyjamas and enjoy
party games with friends!
All children are invited to
participate in the OSHC Mini
Olympics
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tug of war
Backwards race
Discus throwing
Bean bag toss
Paper plane throwing
Egg race

•

Balloon race

We welcome the
‘Character Man’ to OSHC to
host a kite building
workshop with our
children. Then watch them
smile as they fly these kites
in the sky!
(FEES WILL APPLY)

Let’s also get messy with
crazy shaving cream and
paint and create our very
own masterpieces to take
home or display in OSHC
room!

Today’s excursion takes us to
Reefworld Aquarium
(including lunch) & Dayman
Park in Urangan.
Bus will be departing at
9.00am and will return at
approx. 2.00pm
(FEES WILL APPLY – LIMITED
NUMBERS)

ST JAMES OSHC VACATION CARE PROGRAM
Monday 20 January 2020 – Friday 24 January 2020
MONDAY
20 January 2020

TUESDAY
21 January 2020

WEDNESDAY
22 January 2020

THURSDAY
23 January 2020

FRIDAY
24 January 2020

Movie & Meal Deal
Day

Driving Range &
Mini Golf Day

Sandcastle
Competition

Animal Petting Zoo Day

‘Australia Day’
Sausage Sizzle

Today’s excursion takes us
to Hervey Bay Golf Driving
Range for some mini golf
and driving range fun.
Bus will be departing at
9.30am and will return at
approx. 12.00pm

Join us for a movie and a
meal! Children are
invited to join us in
watching a movie! They
will also share a meal of
a hot dog, popper, and
treat each!
(FEES WILL APPLY)

(FEES WILL APPLY – LIMITED
NUMBERS)

We welcome the team from
Animal Magic On The Move to join
us for some animal fun.
Children can feed, brush, and
cuddle the chooks, chickens,
guinea pigs, ducks, and ducklings.
Who’s going to win the
sandcastle competition? Build
the greatest sandcastle and it
might be you!

(FEES WILL APPLY)

We invite all our children to
join us in celebrating ‘Australia
Day’ and enjoy a sausage sizzle
for lunch!
Outdoor activities will include
boomerang, thong, and frisbee
throwing!
Children will also be making
lamingtons and enjoying other
Australia Day activities!

