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From our Principal …
This week I shared with our staff a devotion based on the
parable of the sower in Matthew 13. The parable and the
devotion talks about not focussing on the weeds in our lives,
but on the crop that will provide a harvest.
As we live with a global pandemic and the concerning rates of infection and read news of other disasters, like the
explosion in Beirut on Wednesday, one can be forgiven for focussing on the ‘weeds’ in our lives.
But it only takes a quick look around us, to remind ourselves of so many good things in our lives. I encourage you
all to look for those things around you that you can count your blessings, no matter how big or small.
In my last newsletter, I asked that we continue to be vigilant about minimising contact with adults during pick-up
and drop off. Thank you for your understanding. We are blessed not be under tighter restrictions, but so that we
can continue with a level of freedom, doing few things that are ‘harder’ will support the continuation of our
current way of operating.
We still need to be vigilant and ready to respond if circumstances change. In this week’s newsletter there are
reminders of our hygiene practices and our procedures, if we are asked to close the school for a short time.
The College continues to take all the appropriate precautions regarding health and hygiene protocols and we will
continue to take the advice of Queensland Health. We appreciate your support in managing these as you bring
your children to the College.
Blessings,
Luke Schoff
Principal

Secondary Students playing capture the flag at lunch time

From the Head of Secondary School …
It is so good to see our students back out and about this term. The Year
8/9 Outdoor Education have taken their learning off site with students
enjoying mountain biking at the Toogoom Trails as part of their unit of
study this term. Our Year 10/11 Visual Arts students took to the
Esplanade to look at the many wonderful pieces of art on display. We
often take for granted what we have locally and at times when walking
past these pieces I have thought that if these were in a place I was visiting, I would probably stop and get a photo
with them. I love that our students are once again getting out and seeing what our local area has to offer.
I am looking forward to hearing our students share their learning experiences with parents and teachers at our
Student Learning Conferences. It is a great opportunity for everyone to connect.
I am happy to announce that Sherrin Thomsen and her husband Scott welcomed a beautiful little girl to their
family on Friday. We are all looking forward to lots of cuddles when they come to visit.
Wishing everyone a lovely weekend.
God Bless,
Julie Higgins
Head of Secondary

‘Fast Five’ with Josh Clinton
How long have you been a member of the St James Community?
I have been here since Year 3, so 9 years.
Tell me about a moment that you often reflect on from your time at St James
Lutheran College:
There are many moments to choose from so it's hard. But, just in general it would be
watching our whole grade growing and creating long lasting relationships.
What has been your favourite subject?
My favourite subject would have to be between morning tea and lunch.
Where will I find Lilly five years from now?
In 5 years, I'll be either be personal training in Brisbane or in the NBL.
What will you miss most from St James when you graduate in November?
I will miss the teachers and most the grade. As most of us will be on our own path so, we won't see each other
often and it'll be hard. Basically, for the last 9 years we called ourselves a family.

From the Head of Primary School …
We had a lovely ‘fly past’ last week from a giant kookaburra,
making its way from Brisbane to Townsville for a new home at a
wildlife park. The children were amazed that something so big
could be made by hand and that its mouth actually moved and they
could hear the ‘kookaburra call’!
The question that made me laugh was “I wonder how fast he goes
on the highway – do you think he would do 100km/h?”. I love the
wonder of children!
Our Year Six students went to The Pier Markets last week as an introduction to their planning for Market Day.
This week our Year Two students went to The Hervey Bay Historical Museum and The Botanical Gardens as part
of HaSS and if you haven’t been, they truly are a wonderful places to learn about our local community.
I am looking forward to seeing our parents at our Parent Teacher Interviews – these are a great opportunity to
touch base if you haven’t already.
We also farewelled Stephanie Sewell this week as Baby Sewell seems intent to arrive a little earlier than planned.
We wish Steph and Jack well and look forward to meeting their little one in the weeks to come.
Enjoy this wonderful weather we are having!
Blessings,
Jane Campion
Head of Primary School

Year 6 Excursion to Urangan Pier Markets

Year 2 Excursion to Hervey Bay Museum, Botanical Gardens & Rock wall

From our Chaplain …
Psalm 118:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

I was speaking to a friend who I have known for 34 years yesterday and also my adopted dad and what a journey
of life they have been on. They are currently going through a tough time healthwise, yet both still focus on the
reassuring fact that they can ‘count their blessings every day’ and treasure the time they have with family and
friends.
One of the songs that I remember from our childhood is called Count Your Blessings by Johnson Oatman, Jr. it
was written way back in 1897! and the words are just as relevant now as it was then.
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God has done!
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
*Count your many blessings, see what God has done.
[*And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.]
Are you ever burdened with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly,
And you will keep singing as the days go by.
So, amid the conflict whether great or small,
Do not be discouraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.
We as a College community are blessed with people, time and resources. May we continue to recount the
blessings that God has given us and remember that He has crowned us with steadfast love and mercy.
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

From our Kindergarten …
At the Kindergarten we have enjoyed the warmer winter days; Children have enjoyed playing in our beautiful
space. Together we have enjoyed playing in our mud kitchen, construction area and our creek.
We have harvested a bunch of banana’s off our very own banana palms and are watching and waiting for them to
ripen so we can enjoy them.
Our Native bee’s have been working hard in our Kindy yard as we see more of our trees fruiting.
We have continued our visits around the school and are so grateful to be a part of this wonderful community.
This term we will focus on children becoming increasingly independent and ensure children are able to take care
of their belongings, open their lunch box and drink bottles and listen to and follow directions.
https://www.teachinvestigateplay.com/2019/10/24/what-is-school-readiness/
Reminder – Kindy Photo’s will be held at Kindy on the 18th and 20th of August
Jackie Heath
Service Leader

Spelling Bee …
In October of 2019, we had three teams enter the Station
Square Spelling Bee. Their collective efforts resorted in
vouchers worth $500! These were used to purchase a wide
range of resources for the classroom and the Resource
Centre.
Thanks again to our Spelling Bee participants: Katie Haskew,
Pepe Pavey, Chloe Haskew, Sri Tekumalla, Kristy Singleton,
Harrison Scrivens, Blake Singleton, Montana Healey and
Jessica Linsdell.

From the Resource Centre …
Author Visit – Allison Paterson
At the end of August we are privileged to have Allison Paterson
come and spend two days with our Primary students and
selected Secondary students, sharing her books and doing
writing workshops. After the visit her books will be available to
purchase. An order form will be available at the beginning of
September.

Library Borrowing Days
Monday – Year 6, Year 2
Tuesday – Year 3, Year 1L/S
Wednesday – 1S
Thursday – Year 4, Year 5, Prep
Please remember your library bags!

New e-books available
Each month our e-book collection has new books added to the collection. Log into Wheelers Platform with your
student ID and password to see what’s new this month.

Updates …
Further up-to-date information including interstate hotspots, symptoms of COVID- 19 and when to seek medical
advice and prevention, can be found via Queensland Health.
A reminder should the College be directed to close, the following process will be enacted:
•
•

•

•
•
•

Families will be notified by the Principal via email. A text, Facebook post and College app notification will
be sent out asking families check emails.
If the closure directive occurs during school hours; families must collect their child/ren from the College
at the allocated student assembly points around the pickup zone as outline on the attached map.
Families collecting children from the same family will be asked to stop at each of the collection points to
collect their child/ren.
All students will be assembled in Year groups for the Primary School and in Pastoral Care groups for the
Secondary School. Student collection points will be the Kiss and Go area through to the Bus Stop (see the
attached map). If directed by the Public Health Unit (PHU), any isolated students or Year groups would
be collected from the Loading Zone in front of the Resource Centre.
Families of Kindergarten students are asked to park in the Chapel carpark, walk in and sign their child/ren
out, return to your car and collect any older child/ren as above.
In cases where a student is unable to be collected in a timely manner as instructed, these remaining
students will be supervised until a parent or caregiver arrives.
Students will need to ensure that they take all possessions, including their device (7-12 students), home.

During this time of school closure (likely to be between 1 to 4 days), the College will work with the PHU to
undertake cleaning of the campus and any other measures it is directed to undertake. In this period, the College
will update the community regularly via email.
What can you do?
•
•

Check your contact details and emergency contact details on Parent Lounge and update any details which
are not correct – please CLICK HERE.
Plan for how this possible collection plan will work for you.

School Photos …
Just a friendly reminder that school photos will be taken next week
Wednesday, 12th August and Thursday, 13th August.
ONLINE ORDER CODE: Z45J47SR
Online Order link: http://www.qldschoolphotography.com.au/
Please ensure your child/children are in full formal school uniform and hair styles are in line with the College
Uniform Policy. https://www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/community/uniform
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Collection points
Isolated students / Year group - Resource Centre (Library)
Kindy- Please park in the Chapel carpark and collect your child from the kindy
Prep to Year 2 - At the top of turning point for Kiss & Go
Year 3 & 4 - Grass area between Kiss & Go and the Admin building
Year 5 & 6 - Kiss & Go
Year 7 to 12 - (In PC groups )Wide Bay Transit Bus Stop

Uniform Shop …
As you are aware, we are still very much needing to maintain some routines and protocols surrounding COVID 19.
One of these is the need to restrict adults on site. The Uniform Shop will continue with online orders only. We do
so appreciate your patience and understanding at this time. To assist with ordering, here are some frequently
asked questions:
How do I order?
Our order forms are available online at https://www.stjameslc.qld.edu.au/community/uniform or alternatively
you can request a printed one from the office.
I don’t know what size to get, what do I do?
If you are unsure of sizing please put down what size your child wears currently, even if it is not our uniforms.
This gives staff a starting point. Where possible, we will fit your child in the office. If your child is too shy to do
this with the office staff, we will send orders home, and we will exchange as needed. Sizing charts are coming
soon.
I need a hat but don’t know what size?
You can measure you child’s head or alternatively ask them to come to the office as we have tape measures to
assist with sizing.
I am unsure with the socks sizing.
Sizing is based on shoe size. Please be mindful of the difference between children and adult sizing. Secondary
students can wear the longer sock with either uniform, however they can only wear the shorter sock with their
sports uniform.
How do I pay?
Please note, payment is required with the order. You can send the order in with cash or alternatively complete
the bottom section with credit card details. We do not store credit card details, and all forms are returned to
parents. We do black out credit card details.
Uniform Orders are processed during the day on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays, as per our dedicated Uniform
Shop days. We thank you for the support that you have shown and are grateful for your continuing support of all
staff during these uncertain times.

Simple steps to help
stop the spread.

Good hygiene
is in your hands.
Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and

Cough or sneeze
into your arm

Use a tissue

water for at least 20 seconds to prevent
passing on germs. Dry your hands.

Together we can help stop
the spread and stay healthy.
For more information about Coronavirus
(COVID-19) visit health.gov.au

Bin the tissue

Wash your hands

Together we can help stop
the spread and stay healthy.
For more information about Coronavirus
(COVID-19) visit health.gov.au
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Keeping
Your distance.

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

keep that cough
under cover.

Help stop the spread of coronavirus by keeping your distance.
Remember, don’t shake hands or exchange physical greetings.

Always cough or sneeze into your arm or a tissue and put the

Wherever possible stay 1.5 metres apart and practise good

tissue in the bin straight away. Wash your hands with soap

hand hygiene, especially after being in public places.

and water for at least 20 seconds afterwards.

Together we can help stop
the spread and stay healthy.
Advice regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19)
will change regularly. Keep up to date.
Visit health.gov.au
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Together we can help stop
the spread and stay healthy.
For more information about Coronavirus
(COVID-19) visit health.gov.au

