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Upcoming

From our Principal …
Building community
For families that have been part of our community for some time, my message around ‘connecting’ is
something that I often talk about. Once again, I cannot help focussing on it.
Last Friday was one small opportunity that families had to connect. It was great to see many parents
come to our College Welcome night. Simply a great way to connect and build relationships.
It is important to be “connected” to your school. Being connected to school means that, where possible,
parents involve themselves in school life. I’m fully aware that work and family commitments in other
areas of life, sometimes make it challenging to either be on site here at school or be involved in other
ways.
However my commitment to you, is that we will try to provide a range of ways that you can connect.
When children see the commitment and value that is placed on their education by the adults around
them, even how we talk about school, how we prioritise school life and even how we share our
experiences with school to others, if done in a positive light, will impact on children’s outcomes in
school.
St James offers a range of ways for parents to be involved. Please watch out for more of our P&F events
and other school events over the year. Not just for opportunities to help out, but simply just to come
along and enjoy the company of others connected to our community.
Thank you for your commitment and partnering with us.

Blessings,

Luke Schoff
Principal

From the Head of Secondary School …
This week I touched base with our Year 12 students and families advising
of some key dates to keep free on their calendars. The events of these
days are very significant and longingly anticipated by students and
families, like Graduation and Formal. However it is not just the big
‘special’ events that hold all the memories for our graduates each year.
Often it is the simple moments over their years at school that create long
lasting memories – they just don’t know it at the time.
Throughout the year our Year 12’s will be sharing some of their
memories, hopes and dreams and it is wonderful to read how much they have enjoyed their time at St
James.
Next time you are alone with your child ask them about some of their most memorable moments. Let
them take you to that special place and share the experience with them, creating a memory of your
own.

‘Fast Five’ with Angus Payne– Year 12
How long have you been a member of the St James Community?
I have been in this College for 11 going on 12 years
Tell me about a moment that you often reflect on from your time at St
James Lutheran College:
Being able to perform with the school band has been the most memorable
moment. After practicing every week for the year, being able to perform
with my band mates was a really rewarding and awesome moment.
What has been your favourite subject?
I can’t decide which subject is my favourite, but through my schooling I have always preferred the more
artistic classes such as design, engineering, photography (in year 9) and hospitality
Where will I find Angus five years from now?
My future is focused in the Restaurant Industry. I plan to be working overseas either in France or Japan,
evolving my career as a cook and trying to learn as much as I can about food
What will you miss most from St James when you graduate in November?
When I leave St James I will miss the loving, caring, respectful community that this College has. For a
College that has grown so quickly its culture is like no other school in Hervey Bay.
God Bless,
Julie Higgins
Head of Secondary

From the Head of Primary School …
Here we are at Week 4 already! Routines are in place and connections made and the learning is in full swing. It
has taken many of our students time to adjust back into 5 days a week and also to follow a timetable after weeks
of holidays where their time was their own!
I wanted to share an excerpt from a great article from Dr Coulson (psychologist and author). There are ways we
can help children navigate through changes and transitions be it school and home, holidays and school etc.
1.Be available - Nothing says “You matter” more than a busy parent giving a child undivided attention. Research
has established that children whose parents are emotionally present for their kids have better social, academic,
and wellbeing outcomes.
2. Be warm - Sometimes we can forget that our children are people too – particularly when they’re irritable, tired
and obnoxious. By responding to kids warmly (even when you don’t feel like it), you show that you value them as
people. A gentle touch, a smile, or soft words bring warmth to a relationship, and increase the likelihood that
you’ll be listened to.
3. Listen, but don’t fix - Parents can fix sore knees, broken hearts, messy friendships, and even some difficult
homework projects. But kids generally don’t need adults to fix them. They just want us to ‘get’ what they’re going
through. When you see the world through their eyes, you are more understanding – and more likely to be
listened to when they need us.
4. Set limits - Nothing says “I love you” more than a firm and clear “No!” from mum or dad. Children and young
people will often argue with you, but setting limits means that you are having a positive influence on your
children. The trick is to not become too authoritarian or you’ll simply drive unwanted behaviour underground.
5. Play - Playing games and laughing together binds us close to our kids. This builds a relationship of trust.
6. Be grateful - Grateful people are happier, healthier, have better relationships, sleep better, achieve better
academic outcomes and are more energetic. By being grateful you’ll be a positive influence in the lives of your
children. Say thanks often – and mean it.
7. Love them and show it every day - We’re always correcting our kids or telling them what to do. Pick this up, put
that away, get off the computer, tidy up your room, and so on… and that’s before 7.30 in the morning! Our ratio
of negative to positive statements can often be the wrong way around. So, find opportunities to tell your kids
such things as:
•
•
•

“You really make a positive difference around here.”
“I am amazed at the exceptional effort you make at…”
“I love you – no matter what.”

Your time with kids is short. By setting a positive example, you can be a positive and lasting influence in your
children’s lives.
Great Ted talk about “Happy Families’
Dr Justin Coulson

Have a great week!
Warm regards,
Jane Campion

Head of Primary School

From our Chaplain …
Wednesday marked the start of Ash Wednesday and our 40 day journey which is full of self-reflection,
contemplation, praying, fasting from something and giving. This song below, written by Keith Getty and
Stuart Townend is one of the most beloved worship songs of modern times. It is suitable for many
reasons and seasons in the life, yet resonates very strongly of this season we are now in-the season of
Lent.
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

A beautiful prayer from our Jesuit brothers:
Almighty and ever living God,
you invite us deeper into your world, your people, your Lent.
May this time be one of outward focus;
seeking you in those we often ignore.
Help us live a Lent focused on freedom, generosity, and encounter.
Give us hearts hungry to serve you
and those who need what we have to give
Peace and Grace,
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

From our Kindergarten …
How wonderful it has been to hear the fun and laughter form the Kindergarten children and Teachers as they
have been exploring our beautiful space, making friends and learning through play. Children enjoyed Pancake
Tuesday and a visit from our Worship Leaders on Ash Wednesday.
We are currently in need of any recyclable material we can use as loose parts or to extend our construction
interest. To the families who have already donated items - Thank you!
As the school is busy around drop off and pick up times I would like to remind families that the best place for
parking is the Chapel carpark or the parent parking at the front of the College. Parking at the roundabout in front
of Administration or in the loading zone is not permitted.
If you would like an order form for Kindy shirts or hats please come and see staff, the order form is then returned
to the Kindy and will be placed for you at the uniform shop.
A friendly reminder to families who have siblings in the school to please keep them off the Kindergarten
equipment when they come into the Kindergarten. I would also like to ask that you remind your children to stay
out of the gardens and off the fence that is around the outside of the Kindergarten. If you need to bring children
who are not enrolled at the Kindergarten they will need to stay with their parent or wait outside.
Here are some highlights:

Blessings,

Jackie Heath
Kindergarten Service Leader

From the Resource Centre …
Author Visit – Dr Cameron Stelzer, The Story Doctor
On Wednesday 24 February, we have a special visit from Author and Illustrator Dr Cameron Stelzer. Dr
Cameron is visiting St James Lutheran College to run workshops with our P-6 students. P-2 students will
enjoy an interactive Big Screen Book Reading with Cameron. Year 3-6 students will be exploring
techniques to create blockbuster action stories – think gripping suspense scenes, epic action encounters
and hold-on-to-your-seat cliff-hangers. Students and teachers are looking forward to a great day!
In conjunction with the Author Visit, families have a special opportunity to purchase signed and
personalised copies of Cameron’s books at special prices. Individual books are $15 each and there are
also exclusive book sets available. Students will receive an order form on the day of the workshops.
Forms and payment can be returned the following day, Thursday 25 February, to the Resource Centre.

Our Community…
Tucker Truck - Position Vacant
We currently have a Canteen Assistant position available in our Tucker Truck.
This will be Temporary Part Time position
Four days a week (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri) 20 – 25 hours per week, Term time
If you are interested please forward your application to ea@stjameslc.qld.edu.au

Basketball 2021
Welcome back to the basketball season for 2021. We had a fantastic turnout at the Come-and-Try-Day,
which resulted in more teams than last year, which is very pleasing to see. A lot of our teams have even
started the year very well, securing some wins early in the season. I was overjoyed seeing some of our
primary school students participating in the Under 12's division, one we haven't been able to fill
previously. This year we have two teams, which is very exciting. Seeing their smiles as they walk off the
court hi-fiving each other shows such support and happiness on and off court. Well done to all the new
coaches and managers this year as well. Mrs Voigtlander and myself are so proud of the students
stepping up to take on these roles as they mentor the younger students. Also, a big thank you to Mr
Voigtlander and Mr Kastner for stepping in to help students on nights when we have multiple teams
playing.
With St James now fielding 7 teams across 4 divisions it’s sure to be a very exciting season and I look
forward to sharing some of our game outcomes, photos and experiences with the St James community.
Miss Allwood
Basketball Co-ordinator
"It’s not the hours you put in, it’s what you put into the hours."

School-based Immunisation Program…
Year 7 vaccinations will take place on Wednesday 24th March. Immunisation packs
have been distributed to all students.
If you require any further information please contact Ozcare direct on (07) 4191
3000.
Below are some links to information provided from Wide Bay Public Health Unit that might be of
interest.
https://beta.health.gov.au/resources/videos/hpv-animation-video-for-students
https://beta.health.gov.au/resources/videos/hpv-vaccine-preventing-human-papillomavirus-hpvcancers-and-diseases-by-vacci nation-parent-video

Other local announcements…
Attention families!
For those of you who shop at Rebel remember to mention you are a part of the St James community.
As part of the Rebel Community Givebacks program, we can benefit greatly from your purchases there.
For further information about this program Please click here
Thank you so much to our St James community who have already been taking part in this program as
we were able to get new soccer balls (and lots of them) for our classes and club, at no extra cost.

