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Upcoming
From our Principal …
Dear Families,
Learning at St James.
Last week I was talking with a grandparent of our College who was reflecting on how
much school has changed since he was at school. It reminded me of the key things that
frame our approach and learning at St James.
Some of the most important things we can do for our young people is to build
resilience, have grit, be able to embrace failure, be naturally curious, be
collaborative, and to work together. I am excited that the team of teachers that
we have assembled at St James work so well together ensuring that contemporary
learning skills are focussed upon in all that we do.
If our students miss out on the development of creativity, critical thinking,
collaboration and communication then we have failed in developing the whole child.
These core (sometimes called 21st century skills) are essential for our students to
develop.
While ensuring that all curriculum content is covered, we believe, that is only one
part of ‘education’. If we ignore the above skills, we are certainly not educating
children in a way that will equip them for the future.
In order to achieve this, we use inquiry as the platform on which learning
occurs. We focus on collaboration skills and learning from each other.
Students are challenged to think differently by using thinking tools and graphic
organisers. Learning is made relevant and as authentic as possible – with real
and current contexts provided to connect students to content.
I love seeing what our students are doing across the College on a daily basis. Real
connected learning that is relevant, not just in knowledge and understanding, but life
skills in a Christian context. The life of Christ, is the solid foundation in all that we do.
How blessed are we, that the solid foundation which underpins everything at St James
is the redeeming message of Christ and His love for us.

God bless,
Luke Schoff
Principal

Upcoming
events
18th November
Awards & Yr 12 Graduation
Ceremony – Award
recipients and Yr 12
familes invited
19th November
Year 12 Retreat Fraser
Island
20th November
Year 12’s Last Day
Year 12 Farewell Breakfast
K – 12 Final Worship –
Prep & Yr 12 families
invited
our students, your
24th November
Years 7 – 11 Subject
Awards - Award recipients
and families invited
26th November
P – 6 End of Year
Celebrations and Awards –
Award recipients & Year 6
families invited
27th November
Year 10 and Year 11 Last
Day.
4th December
Prep to Year 9 Last Day

From the Head of Secondary School …
What were you most excited about in moving to ‘high school’?
I attended Pialba Primary, with Hervey Bay High right next door, I would sit in my Year 7 classroom staring out the
window across the oval watching the older kids walking from class to class. I could not wait for this! For me it was
all about different teachers, different subjects and meeting kids from other schools. Talking to students, I don’t
think much has changed.
This week our Year 6 students began a taste of what’s to come with their ‘Elective Experience’. Students get to
immerse themselves in Industrial Design and Technology, Hospitality, Visual Arts and Performing Arts twice a
week for the next four weeks. It also provides an opportunity to get to know their future teachers in these areas.
From the smiles on their faces, I think just like me, they are going to love Secondary!

God Bless,

Julie Higgins
Head of Secondary

From the Head of Primary School …
Dear Parents,
We see an increasing amount of behaviour affected by children being tired, inattentive due to thinking about a
game and having trouble socialising with their peers. I get asked all the time – how much time on a device is
healthy?
Screen time is an inescapable reality of modern childhood with kids of every age spending hours upon hours in
front of iPads, smartphones and laptops. You are possibly thinking that is not always a bad thing: Educational
apps can be great ways for children to sharpen their communication skills—not to mention the break these
gadgets provide harried parents. But tread carefully!
Research tells us that too much screen time too soon “is the very thing impeding the development of the abilities
that parents are so eager to foster through the tablets. The ability to focus, to concentrate, to lend attention, to
sense other people’s attitudes and communicate with them, to build a large vocabulary—all those abilities are
harmed.”
Put more simply, parents who jump to screen time in a bid to give their kids an educational edge may actually be
doing more harm than good.
Tablets are the ultimate shortcut tools: Unlike a mother reading a story to a child, for example, a smartphonetold story spoon-feeds images, words, and pictures all at once to a young reader. The device does much of the
thinking for them.
As with all the other toys and tools available to your developing child, smartphone/iPad use should stay in
moderation, and never stand in for human interaction or real-world face time.
What is the answer - Power off regularly to help your child understand the clear boundaries between the virtual
world and the real one. An hour a day is plenty of screen time.
Here at St James, the devices are used as tools for learning and children are encouraged to use multiple methods
of completing tasks not just digital choices.
Interesting article if you would like to read more!
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/parenting/heres-why-screens-bring-out-the-worst-in-your-kid/
Food for thought isn’t it!

Enjoy the week!
Warm regards,
Jane Campion
Head of Primary School

From our Chaplain …
Here is part of a great sermon that my Papa, Pastor Dieter Dell’Antonio
recently preached. This past Saturday, October 31st was Reformation Day.
It is a similar message that was preached at our new student leadership
team badge presentation.
Jesus directs leaders to have compassion with everyone else. He points to the Pharisees and says: "They tie up
heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a
finger to move them".
Jesus calls us to be servant leaders - not selfish leaders.
And he includes all Christians who lead in one way or another. To be an elder does not give us a special status
but a special servant opportunity. To be on the church council, to teach children’s church, to lead bible studies,
older women who teach younger women -- we all do well to hear “The greatest among you will be your servant.”
This can be be applied to anyone in leadership in the wider community as well.
And that is for our protection, if we as Christians exalt ourselves over other people, when we should exalt Christ
our Lord, then we must be prepared to be humbled. But if we humble ourselves as servants of others then God
will exalt us as He promised.
I began with the Reformation. It was a time when the Western Church in Europe had gone off the rails. What
happened then was that God as the Eternal Judge exposed wrong teaching and selfish leadership. Through the
Reformers he re-established the true church with its catch cry:
FAITH ALONE - SCRIPTURE ALONE - GRACE ALONE - CHRIST ALONE.
In the process of the Reformation, those who exalted themselves were humbled and those who humbled
themselves were exalted.
Since the Reformation – 500 years ago - God, as our Heavenly Father has shown all the churches involved in the
Reformation, Roman Catholic, and Protestants alike that his yoke is easy. As we serve each other, he comes to
our assistance whenever we require help and enables us to serve our brothers and sisters and those who do not
know God yet. Through his connection with us, his love bears fruit, and we will love others as we love ourselves.
Let us pray: Lord God, we trust that by your Spirit you will always lead your church
forward in truth. Guide us and lead us, so that your renewing word may give light
and truth to the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.
Whether it is eager or nervous anticipation God watches over us always.
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

From our Kindergarten …
It has been a fun filled fortnight over at the Kindergarten, as we welcome the warmer weather children are loving
the water play and sensory experiences outside in the sunshine.
Please remember to pack additional clothes and towel so we can continue to enjoy our water play.
Please see link attached to explore Cued Articulation.
http://www.soundsforliteracy.com.au/cuedarticulation.html
It is fantastic to see all of the Kindergarten children extending their learning in a number of different areas,
extending their pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills.
At the Kindergarten a lot of the children are becoming very excited that Prep is just around the corner. We have
a dramatic play area set up in our Kindergarten with school desks and uniforms. The children all love to role play
being the teacher.
Please like and follow our College Facebook page to keep up to date on important notices and events.
Kindy Photos – We will let you know when your orders arrive.
End of Year Christmas celebration – We will celebrate at the Kindergarten and send a recording home to families.
The last day of Kindy is the 17th of December 2020, the Kindergarten will be closed until the 11th of January
2021.
For children going to Prep in 2021 the last day of care will be in December. Prep children are able to access
Vacation Care from January. Please contact Teresa at Outside School Hours Care for details. Ph 4128 5518

Blessing,
Jackie Heath
Kindergarten Service Leader

From the Resource Centre …
Book Fair
Thank you to all the families who supported our Arctic
Adventure Book Fair. From our sales we were able to
select lots of wonderful new book for our school library.
These new books are now available for borrowing.
Students waiting on their orders from the Book Fair, they are
on the way and will be delivered to classrooms when they arrive.

Parent Library
Our parent library has a variety of books which parents are able to borrow, along with our student selection.
Recipe books, child health, online safety and helping your teen through Year 12 are just a few examples of what
our parent library has to offer. Drop into the Resource Centre to browse what’s available.

Book Club
Book Club orders are due in by Tuesday 10th November.

Book Week Read Around

Primary & 12 Years old Swimming Carnival …

Congratulations…
Congratulations to Bailey Voigtlander who was selected to play in the Queensland
Basketball State Championships for Wide Bay in Townsville last week. Bailey played
an amazing game against tough competition. Well done Bailey.

Future Recreation development……….
Fraser Coast Regional Council is developing a long-term Open Space Strategy to provide a clear set of directions
for future decision-making regarding recreation, open space and sports. If you would like to have your say please
complete this 5 minute survey to tell Council about the types of recreation and physical activity you participate
in! https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FCRC_Open_Space_Strategy

End of Year Events – dates to remember…
Wednesday 18th November – Awards and Year 12 Graduation Ceremony
Years 7 – 12 Students compulsory attendance – 6:00pm Start in the COLA
Award recipients and Year 12 families invited – Invitations have been emailed
Friday 20th November – Farewell Year 12 Students, Kindy to Year 12 Final Worship
Year 12 Graduation Breakfast (OL1.1)– 7.30am Parents invited – Invitations have been emailed
K – 12 Final Worship – 9:00am Prep to Year 12 families Invited
Tuesday 24th November – Year 7 to 11 Subject Awards
9:00am (COLA)– Award recipient families invited – Invitations will be emailed
Thursday 26th November – Prep to Year 6 End of Year Celebrations and Awards
9:00am (COLA) – Award recipients and Year 6 Student families invited – Invitations will be emailed

This term each class is collecting items that can be made into Christmas hampers. The hampers will be
distributed through ‘We Care 2’ to people in need within our local Hervey Bay community. We Care 2 is an
operation of the New Life Christian Church on Main Street. Each week children are welcome to bring in items to
add to our collection baskets. Any donations would be appreciated, thank you.

NON -PERISHABLE FOOD LIST
SUITABLE FOR DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cake mixes
Flour
Sugar
Pasta
Rice
Biscuits – sweet & savoury
Sauces and recipe bases
Cereals
Canned fruits and vegetables
Canned & packet meals (such as soups, chili and pasta)
Spreads like peanut butter, vegemite etc
Christmas serviettes & bon bons
Christmas puddings
Christmas mince pies
Bottled water
Toilet paper
Cleaning products
UHT Custard (1 litre).
Shortbread (200g packets).
Potato chips (large packets).
Canned baked beans, spaghetti, soups, fruit, tuna/salmon and ham.
Lollies (packets).
Cup-a-noodles

You can visit the We Care 2 website at:
https://wc2.org.au/

