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Upcoming

From our Principal …
Welcome back to all our students and families. It was wonderful seeing our students return and hearing
about their holidays and adventures. We are excited for the year ahead and praying 2021 will bring a
sense of ‘normality’ compared to 2020.
This year we have many things to look forward to. Construction has commenced on our two new
classrooms, commercial kitchen and canteen facilities. This is scheduled to be completed by the end of
June. We are grateful to our community for your patience during this time and look forward to
celebrating the opening of our new buildings.
Thank you to all our families who attended our Parent Information Evening. Due to limited numbers
being allowed in our Resource Centre this year, my presentation to families has been posted on our
Facebook page. Included in the presentation is an introduction to our Wellbeing Journals. The Journals
provide important information for students and families including uniforms, College expectations and
guidelines, community safety and home learning. There are also some great activities and reading in
relation to wellbeing, positive education and character building that give a great perspective and
balance for your child.
On Friday the 12th of February we have our College Welcome Night, this is a special evening for our
Community to come together. There will be food, drinks and entertainment. I look forward to seeing
you there.

Blessings,
Luke Schoff
Principal

From the Head of Secondary School …
Every year from early January staff start arriving on site, before long everyone is back for the scheduled
staff week. The College becomes a hive of activity as teachers collaborate together in planning and
preparation to make this year ‘the best year’ yet for our students. This time is precious and so very
important but something is always a miss during this week. It is not until the arrival of students that we
recognise how much we need each other. Not in the literal sense, clearly a teacher needs students to
teach, but in the pastoral sense. It is the sights, sounds and feelings that students bring with them. The
smile when they see you after a long break, the look of joy when they succeed, the helping hand to their
peers. It reminds us that we as staff are here to serve our students and their families. We are a team,
and we are in this together. Staff, students and families. Working together.
On behalf of all the Secondary staff we thank you for trusting us and look forward to working together
in supporting our young people to flourish.

‘Fast Five’ with Eboney Koroi – Year 12
How long have you been a member of the St James Community?
6 Years
Tell me about a moment that you often reflect on from your time at St
James Lutheran College:
When Mr Gault bought us Pizza
What has been your favourite subject?
English
Where will I find Eboney five years from now?
As a journalist
What will you miss most from St James when you graduate in November?
My friends and teachers
God Bless,

Julie Higgins
Head of Secondary

From the Head of Primary School …
Dear Families,
Welcome to 2021! How lovely to see all the smiling faces on day
one! During these first two weeks, we will be visiting our College
values, setting up routines and making connections – students with
students, students with teachers and teachers with our families.
Visit www.healthylunchboxweek.org for all things lunchbox and share with your school community to
help parents and carers make healthier lunchbox choices. The Nutrition Australia website
https://nutritionaustralia.org/ can be viewed and free resources downloaded throughout the year.
Uniforms - We encourage our students to take pride in their appearance and to wear their uniform
correctly. They must wear their hats to and from school and we ask that all items of clothing are
labelled. Hair bands are to be navy, dark green, gold, white or black only. Fingernail polish is not to be
worn. Earrings are limited to one per ear and plain gold or silver studs or small sleepers. A watch, small
cross and signet ring are permitted. Parents will be notified if any item of uniform is in poor condition
and needs to be replaced.
Morning Drop Off – There is a teacher on duty from 8am each morning on the grassed area beside
Kindy. We ask that students are not dropped off prior to that time.
Punctuality – While we understand that sometimes being late is out of parental control, we do ask that
students are here before the bell at 8.35am. The first part of the morning sets the class up for the day,
important information is shared and it can be disruptive to have students coming in late consistently.
Chapel Services – Years P-2 are Friday morning from 9.00am and Years 3-6 are on Thursdays from
9.00am in the Chapel. We welcome parents joining us for these services.
Medication – Any student requiring medication whilst at school should do this through the College
Office. Parents/Guardians need to complete an ‘Administration of Medication ‘form before a student
can be given medication. All medication must be in its original container and clearly state student’s
name, dosage and time for administration. Non-prescription medication should also be presented to
the Office.
Parent Helpers – We love having parents helping in the classrooms for reading or small group activities.
Teachers will let you know how you can help and this will start in Week 3 once the children have settled
into their classes.
It was so lovely to catch up with so many parents at our Parent Information Night held earlier this week.
It’s going to be a great year!
Warm regards,
Jane Campion
Head of Primary School

From our Chaplain …
Welcome back and welcome to St James if you have recently joined our community. This year of 2021
sees the College choosing a theme that can be encompassed in one word-Community.
We will be looking at the foci of Creator, Redeemer, Helper and A’community of believers. This term is
simply about looking at how Connectedness with others starts through community and how we can serve
others by lending an ear.
Here is a lovely quote to start off our theme:
The first service one owes to others in a community involves listening to them. Just as our love for God
begins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of love for others is learning to listen to them. God’s
love for us is shown by the fact that God not only gives God’s Word, but also lends us God’s ear. We do
God’s work for our brothers and sisters when we learn to listen to them.
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community

The term Community can be used in several ways and we look at them all. Our College family can
be our community, our church family can be our community, our local neighbourhood or sporting
groups of Hervey Bay can be our community . We are here to be the salt of the earth and to let our
lights shine. God’s love can then pour through us and into our families, churches, and the Wide
Bay community.

Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

From our Kindergarten …
What a warm welcome we have had at the Kindergarten as we begin our year. I have enjoyed having the
Kindergarten full of play and laughter. Thank you to all of the families for coming into our play dates and having
open communication with our Kindergarten team.
As the school is busy around drop off and pick up times I would like to remind families that the best place for
parking is the Chapel carpark or the parent parking at the front of the College. Parking at the roundabout in front
of Administration or in the loading zone is not permitted.
During the mornings and afternoon, it is a busy time and it can become overwhelming for our little people. We
would like to ask that siblings stay outside of the Kindergarten, where possible. If you need to bring children who
are not enrolled at the Kindergarten in with you they will need to stay with their parent or wait outside. We have
had occasions in which siblings have come down and let themselves in. This can not happen as it poses a safety
and supervision risk.
Here are some highlights from our first 3 weeks:

Blessing,

Jackie Heath
Kindergarten Service Leader

From the Resource Centre …
Welcome to a new year in the Resource Centre!
Information about Chess Club, Senior and Junior Robotics Clubs, borrowing e-books, library borrowing days and
the parent library are all below.
Parents are always welcome in the Resource Centre and are welcome to borrow books from both the parent
library and student library. We look forward to seeing you in the Resource Centre!
Parent Library

From the Resource Centre …
Robotics Club

Chess Club

Online Safety
With Christmas being a popular time for new devices being given as
gifts, it is important we re-visit with our children the importance of
online safety. Please see the infographic from internetmatters.org for a
quick overview of important tips. For more specific guidelines. The
Office of the e-safety Commissioner and Commonsense Media have a
variety of fact sheets as a well as information about the latest games,
apps and social media that parents and caregivers should be aware of.

Staffing announcements…
My name is Sharon Bentley and I have been part of the St James community for many years
with my first child starting at St James in 2003 in Prep when the College first opened. I enjoy
gardening, looking after my menagerie of farm animals and spending time with my family,
especially my grandchildren. Some of you may have even got to know me around the Netball
scene.
I have been teaching here for over 14 years and have been lucky enough to see many students
learn and grow through Primary, onto Secondary school then graduation. My role this year as
Prep - Year 10 Curriculum Coordinator is very exciting and I look forward to supporting you and
your children on their learning journey.
We welcome our 2021 Trainee Eli Conroy-de Voss. Eli will be working across both the Primary
and Secondary school assisting our students. Eli was nominated our Year 12 Valedictorian last
year and we are very excited to have him on our staffing team this year.

Introducing our new Registrar, Rachel Trevillion. Rachel brings to the College a wealth of
knowledge and many years experience working in school administration and enrolments, both
in the Northern Territory and locally.
We welcome Rachel and are excited to have her join our Administrative Team.

We welcome back David Grieger who is our Manual Arts teacher for Semester 1. David has
worked for the College previously in this position and we are grateful to have him back on board
in this position allowing a seamless transition for our students.
We farewell Glenn Dobson and thank him for his service and wish him all the best in his new
adventure.
Danielle Michel who many of you know as a Learning Assistant in the Secondary School has
stepped into our Community Development Officer role for Semester 1. Danielle will also be
continuing her role as a Learning Assistant part time during this time. We thank Danielle and are
extremely grateful for her flexibility in both roles.
We farewell Kelly van Gils from the role of Community Development Officer and thank her for
her service and wish her all the very best for the future.

Colleen Dockstader has joined our Secondary Teaching team for Semester 1. Colleen is a
familiar face in our community having done relief teaching across Secondary in 2020 and will
be working with our Years 8 – 10 students. We welcome Colleen and are excited to have her
join us this semester.

Our Community…
Congratulations to Alistair Heckels who at 14 years of age has received an offer
from the Brisbane Lions Academy to upgrade into Level 2 training and Under 17’s.
What an amazing achievement and we wish him all the best.
Year 6 Leadership Team

Congratulations
to all our Year 6 Leaders who received
their badges last week at our Installation
and Rededication Service. We are very
proud of you and look forward to you
being involved with and assisting in our
St James projects this year.

Our Community…

Our Community…
BASKETBALL- Basketball season begins next Wednesday 10th February. If you have a student that is interested in
playing from Year 4 - 12 please contact coach, Katrina Allwood allwood.k@stjameslc.qld.edu.au
CHOIR- Ms Twila Whittingham will be once again taking our choir for Term 1, starting in Week 4. Choirs will be
held on Wednesdays at the following times, Junior (Years 1-2) 1:30pm-2:30pm, Intermediate (Years 3-6) 12:301:00, Senior (Years 7-12). If you have a student who is interested in joining please ask your classroom teacher for
a note or contact Danielle Michel community@stjameslc.qld.edu.au
ROCK BAND- Junior and Senior Rock Band audition/expression of interest session will be held on Monday 8th
February at 12.40pm in the Music Rooms with Adrian Williams. Students will be able to receive notes from Adrian
on the day. For more details contact Danielle Michel community@stjameslc.qld.edu.au

Other local announcements…

Is your child 6 to 16 years old? Are you looking for an economical
sport that can be played all year round and in all kinds of weather
to help your child be fit and active? Then bring them along to
Come and Try Afternoons at The Squash Courts in Hervey Bay
Health Club 184 Urangan Street Hervey Bay . 6 to 12 Year Olds
Beginners Group Tuesdays 4.00pm - 5.00pm starting Tuesdays
Feb 2nd, 12 year olds to 16 year olds Beginners
Group Wednesdays 4.00pm to 5.00pm starting Wednesday 3rd
Feb. Equipment provided. Child is to wear shorts T Shirt Non
Marking Court Shoes and bring a water bottle. For more
information Phone Gloria on 0429050316. Reminder Experienced
Players Group trains with Ray Strachan on Tuesdays 4.00pm to
5.00pm. To confirm your child's attendance please contact Ray
on 0411757732.

CARING FOR THE ST JAMES COMMUNITY
KISS AND GO ZONE
The following regulations are in place for all users of St James Lutheran College Kiss and
Go zone.

When entering the Kiss and Go zone families are asked to move as
far forward to the front of the zone before allowing students to enter
or exit the vehicle, from the passenger side (left-hand side) only.

•

•

•

If students being collected are not present drivers are not permitted
to park in the Kiss and Go zone and wait but should re-enter the
queuing traffic or park in the main car park.

For driver safety drivers are to remain in the vehicle at
all times.

•
•

•

Students may only enter the vehicle from the passenger side
(left-hand side).
Vehicle must be fully stopped before students may enter.

Students are not permitted onto the road surface at any time.

•

•

School bags are to be carried into the vehicle with
students

Families wishing to load or retrieve items from the rear (boot) of the
vehicle or drivers who wish to leave the vehicle for any reason can not do
this in the Kiss and Go zone. Please park in the main car park.

