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From our Principal …
What a great term …
Yes – it is getting close to the end of term 3! Only nine more school days this term. For all of us it has been a
different term again, but we are so thankful that we have been able to get back to a ‘bit of normal’….
We have been blessed that so many activities have been able to proceed. Primary School fun day, camps,
robotics club, chess club and not to mention community and school sport.

Year 5 Camp

Primary School Fun Day

Year 8 Excursion

Still we are unable to welcome parents to stay and chat together on-site. We still need to drop off if we can, and
not come on site unless it is essential. We need to spread out and to limit adult attendance at all school events.
Our P&F would have loved to have more events, but we have had to adjust. It’s certainly not normal.
For us in Queensland we have been blessed. For our counterparts in other states, they have been in far tighter
lockdown and remote learning.
Of course, for your families not being able to come to school events, chapels and assemblies, it is hard. Hard for
our Prep parents who have missed watching their child’s first running race. Hard for those of you who missed
your child getting an academic or sporting award.
We acknowledge this, and hope that we can get back to normal soon. In the meantime, we are posting photos of
events occurring on our Facebook page and are looking at ways that we can bring more events and special
occasions into home via technology.
Every blessing this Sunday to all the fathers whether they be grandfathers, brothers, uncles or a special person in
a child’s life this Father’s Day.
Take care,
Luke Schoff
Principal

Year 10 Camp

Father’s Day Stall

From the Head of Secondary School …
Last Friday Year 6 students enjoyed a Year 7 Orientation Day. It was lovely to see new friendships being formed as
our Year 6 students mixed with those joining us from other schools. It was an opportunity for students to
experience life in Secondary School and a taste of Year 7. I am sure you will agree by the smiles on their faces,
everyone had an awesome day, with a few of the nerves settled that naturally come with this exciting transition.
We look forward to welcoming all in 2021.
God Bless,
Julie Higgins
Head of Secondary

‘Fast Five’ with Jada Currie?
How long have you been a member of the St James Community?
This is my 5th year.
Tell me about the moment that you often reflect on from your time at St James
Lutheran College:
The school camps have always been a favourite of mine.
What has been your favourite subject?
Dance 100%.
Where will I find Jada five years from now?
That is a hard one but I guess we will find out in 5 years.
What will you miss most from St James when you graduate in November?
I think overall I will miss the fun energy around the school.

From the Head of Primary School …
Let The Children Play…….
I began my career 30 years or so ago as a Kindergarten Director
and ‘play’ was something the children did, without question or
thought, when they walked through the door of the Kindy.
As a child, I spent all of my spare time playing running and chasing games, hiding games, ball games; and
improvised adventure games. We were immersed in physical, imaginative, social play – for countless hours.
But sadly, not anymore – children spend much less time playing like this than ever before and the consequences
are incalculable.
Active play is invaluable and it is essential to the development of healthy minds and bodies.
Real play is self-initiated and self-motivated, creative, active and has rules negotiated by the child or children
playing.
Through play, children learn about sharing, taking turns, interacting positively and learning from others.
Playtime is being cut away to make way for extra curriculum, extra study time and extra time for testing to collect
data. Then put that with devices which are usually played solo and ‘fear’ – being over-supervised by parents and
worring about their safety.
We need to hold onto the opportunity to play throughout our entire schooling not just when the children are
little.
Play is when we are exploring materials, researching a topic, building and constructing, concocting mixtures,
experimenting with art and craft items, coding and programming robotic toys and the list goes on. Combine that
with the free, unstructured play experienced at Recess and Lunchtime and children have what could be called
‘The Perfect Day’.
Here at St James, we cleverly immerse play opportunities into our curriculum and children, of all ages and stages,
can question, discover, test, explore and communicate ideas at their own pace and in their own way. We
extended our Recess this year to allow for extra time to eat and play and it has shown great benefits for the
students returning to class and ready to engage in their learning.
Michael Rich, Paediatric professor from Harvard states that “Play is the analogue of life – observing the world,
identifying challenges, taking risks, failing, problems solving again and again, absorbing defeats with grace,
celebrating victories with exuberance. What builds successful adults is the ability to rise undaunted to
opportunities, build relationships, feed curiosity and seize the joy that is at the heart of learning and of living”.
Play is for all children, not just our little ones!
Blessings,
Jane Campion
Head of Primary School

From our Chaplain …
One of the songs that is very meaningful to many at the moment is Good, Good Father by Chris Tomlin. If you
haven’t heard it, check it out. This Sunday fathers, dads and papas across most of the Southern Hemisphere are
being celebrated. In many families stepfathers, uncles, grandfathers and carers have stepped into this role
providing a firm, guiding hand and support to their children. They do this in a variety of ways and are gifts from
God. I remember my father teaching us girls how to weld and drill in his trailer factory and to change a tyre and
check the oil-all important life skills.
Later in life, it was travelling to different countries or around Australia where we would sit around and talk about
culture, morals, values and God. That was far more important than the life lessons and shared hobbies.
By watching him pray I learnt to say graces, bedtime prayers and then how to pray for others and how we serve
them.
Dads while you may run out of patience with your children, especially during this year of 2020 remember that
God’s love and attention never dries up. It is new every morning. Let them see YOU as a man who loves them and
Jesus. Pray for them. Thank God for them. Remember that God is YOUR loving and forgiving Father too. And by
the way, HAPPY FATHERS DAY.
Ingeburg Dell’Antonio
Chaplain

Father’s Day Stall

From our Kindergarten …
Over the past two weeks the Kindy children have been exploring our St James Community. Last week we had our
first buddy visit with students from Year 6. We are excited to join with our Year 6 buddies for Chapel also. Some
Year 7 students have also been visiting the Kindy to read us some stories. It is lovely to see the older students
interact and guide the younger children in our community.
We have also commenced our Butchella language lessons with Aunty Sue and are lucky enough to have a special
guest come and share some Butchella stories and artwork with us. Thank you to Uncle Les.
During the Kindergarten year, we work with children to build on their skills in readiness for Prep, this includes
independence, resilience and perseverance. Please have a look at the link below for some ideas for home to help
build these skills.
This week we also celebrated Early Childhood Educator’s Day and are so thankful for our wonderful Educator’s.
Reminders: If you have siblings, please ensure they wait outside of the Kindy gate and when dropping off please
kiss and go where possible. We still have our Covid safe practices in place, please ensure only children are
entering the Kindergarten building.
Some links of interest:
https://www.firstfiveyears.org.au/early-learning/learning-to-persevere-with-perseverance
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/DevelopmentalMilestonesEYLFandNQS.pdf
Jackie Heath
Service Leader

Student Lockers …
All Secondary students at the College are allocated a locker with a lock. Students are
reminded they must lock lockers when not in use, regardless of whether they have
items of value stored or not. If a student does not have a lock or are unsure of their
locker number they must see Student Services to resolve the issue. As per previous
communication no items of value are to be left on site overnight.

From the Resource Centre …
Upcoming dates …
Term 3
Author visit Allison Paterson: 7th – 8th September
Term 4
Book Fair: 12th October – 16th October
Book Week: 18th – 23rd October,
Dress up parade: Wednesday 21st October
Year 12 returns due: Monday 9th November
Prep – Year 11 returns due: Monday 23rd November

Parent Lounge …
Parent Lounge now allows families to access the College Calendar, your child’s report
cards and provide permission when they travel on an excursion or going to Camp.
If you are having issues accessing Parent Lounge, we ask that you contact our
Administration and one of our team will walk you through the process.

Invigilators for Year 12 External Exams …
Applications from Queensland community members for invigilator roles are now open. Invigilators can be
appointed to any school within their preferred area.
The QCAA appoints members of the Queensland community to observe and report on the administration of
external assessment sessions at secondary schools and approved assessment venues throughout Queensland.
Invigilators play an important role in promoting public confidence in the new Queensland Certificate of Education
(QCE) system and ensuring that proper and fair administrative procedures are implemented.
Invigilators are required to:
•
•

attend allocated assessment sessions at assessment venues
observe and report on the administration of assessments and the collection, counting and packing of
materials at the end of assessments.

To be eligible to apply for a QCAA invigilator role, community members must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

hold a blue card or an exemption card
be at least 18 years of age
be eligible to work in Australia
have photographic identification
have a personal email address
have a mobile phone
have access to a computer, the internet and a printer
supply names and contact details of two referees.

Further information is available at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/assessment/external-assessment/qcaainvigilators.

