Prospectus
Joining the Terrace Family

“

The Terrace Family values and nurtures each Terrace Gentleman on their
journey to be a young man of knowledge, humility and wisdom.

”

Forming Terrace Gentlemen

Principal’s Welcome
On behalf of the Terrace Family – staff, students, parents
and Gregory Terrace Old Boys, welcome to St Joseph’s
College, Gregory Terrace.
Since 1875, Terrace has established itself as a
community focused on faith-centred holistic
development, the pursuit of academic excellence and
the creation of an atmosphere of care for young men
in Years 5 to 12. The College draws on its philosophies
from our Catholic faith and Edmund Rice traditions to
foster the Terrace Family.
Our College motto Servire Deo Sapere, Latin for To Serve
God is to be Wise, reminds us that the purpose of a
Terrace education is to identify and develop the range
of gifts and talents that God has given all our students.
We are a family that values our history, whilst also
embracing new ideas, opportunities and technologies
as we seek to foster the Terrace Gentleman.

Our goal is for your son to emerge from our College as
well-rounded, learned and respectful. This will have
been achieved by a dedicated staff, in partnership
with parents and guardians. We are committed to the
academic, spiritual, cultural, sporting and personal
development of your son.
This Prospectus outlines just some of the many
opportunities available at Terrace – from academic to cocurricular to pastoral care. More information is available
on the Terrace website - www.terrace.qld.edu.au
I hope that your son benefits from and enjoys their
Terrace journey – a connection that I hope begins here.

Dr Michael Carroll
College Principal
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The Values of a Terrace Education

Our Mission Statement
We, the students, staff and parents of St Joseph’s College,
Gregory Terrace, form the Terrace Family, centred on the Gospel
of Jesus and the charism of Blessed Edmund Rice.
We seek excellence in teaching and learning with a
commitment to curriculum, academic challenge and renewal.
We seek to instil a spirit of service in the context of Catholic
values with a strong and principled commitment to the poor
and marginalised.
We seek opportunities in partnership with others to develop
right relationships that respect the dignity of each person.
As the Terrace Family, we commit our energies to forming
young men of faith and learning who will make a difference.
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“

As the first Christian Brothers’ school in Queensland,
St Joseph’s College is steeped in history.

”

The Terrace Journey

History and Tradition
Terrace was established by the Christian Brothers in
1875, when the foundation stone for the first building,
the Brothers’ Residence, now the Treacy Centre, was laid
on Gregory Terrace. Teaching began earlier that same
year in Pugin’s Chapel, which still stands in the grounds
of St Stephen’s Cathedral in the Brisbane CBD.
The founder of the Christian Brothers, Blessed Edmund
Rice, was known for his concern for the poor and
marginalised. The humble but noble vision of the
pioneering Christian Brothers in Australia, to ‘educate
anyone who would come’, is reflective of our founder’s
original vision.

The history of our students is just as impressive with
Gregory Terrace Old Boys becoming Rhodes Scholars,
High Court judges, Olympians, Wallabies, Young
Australians of the Year and world-famous musicians,
authors, scientists and researchers.
Over 140 years later, the sacrifice and commitment of
those early Christian Brothers and the contributions
made over many generations by the Terrace Family, has
gifted the College with a unique atmosphere of care,
a rich history and strong traditions. Terrace’s history,
proudly displayed through our College Museum and
Archives, is something that we hope your son embraces
in his Terrace journey.
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“

Terrace honours and values the past, embraces innovation and
continually seeks to position the Terrace Family as a leading
centre of faith, formation and learning.

”

A Place for Excellence

College Facilities
St Joseph’s College, Gregory Terrace is home to both
historical and state-of-the-art facilities that reflect our
history and the continuing development of the College,
the heart of which is our Spring Hill campus.
FACILITIES YOUR SON WILL ENJOY ON HIS
TERRACE JOURNEY INCLUDE:
Waterford Place
In 2006, the College extended beyond its Gregory
Terrace address, across the road, to Water Street, with
the development of Waterford Place, a Year 10-specific
facility. A technologically advanced and innovative,
fully self-contained facility, the opening of this building
marked a significant change in the College structure
and delivery of curriculum. As well as learning areas, the
building also has a theatre and indoor sporting courts.
Tennyson Playing Fields
Terrace’s magnificent playing fields at Tennyson were
acquired in 1962. Over 10 hectares of playing fields
on the banks of Oxley Creek now include the largest
schoolboy Rowing facility of its type in the southern
hemisphere.

Gregory Terrace Outdoor Education Centre - Maroon
Developed in Terrace’s Centenary Year, the Outdoor
Education Centre is a unique facility on the shores of
Lake Maroon, facilitating special learning opportunities
and experiences in the outdoors for Terrace Gentlemen.
Outdoor education camps form an important part of the
curriculum for our students and various other events
and retreats are also conducted at the Centre.
Treacy Centre
The foundation stone for what is now known as the
Treacy Centre, previously the Brothers’ residence, was
laid in 1875. The building has undergone considerable
changes, including a complete renovation and reopening in 2012. It now houses specialist classrooms,
administration offices, meeting facilities and the College
Museum.

Br Tony White Building
Named after former Principal Br Tony White, this stateof-the-art building was officially opened in 2012 and
houses the latest in technology for classrooms, Music
rooms and offices. The Terrace gymnasium is located
on the top floor.
Chapel of the Holy Family
The Chapel of the Holy Family was opened in 2001 and
sits not far from where the original foundation stone
of the College was laid. The Chapel is a very special,
spiritual building of light and reverence that is available
to members of the Terrace Family for worship as well as
for special ceremonies such as weddings.

College Hall
The original one-storey design of College Hall by Fr
Canali was completed in 1879. A second-floor addition
was completed in 1888. The building, extensively
renovated in 2014, now houses middle school
classrooms on the upper floors, and on the lower floor a
place of gathering in which many of our honour boards
and class photos dating back to 1924-25 are on display.
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“

Through the provision of quality Catholic Religious Education and Gospel-centred formation
initiatives, we aim to develop Terrace Gentlemen who seek a personal knowledge of Christ,
the humility to serve and the wisdom to act for compassion and justice in our world.

”

Knowledge | Humility | Wisdom

Faith at the College
As a part of the life and mission of the Catholic Church, St
Joseph’s College, Gregory Terrace seeks to animate the
Charter for Catholic Schools in the Edmund Rice Tradition.
Programs, conducted through our outstanding Religious
Education curriculum and in the work of the Campus
Ministry, enable each Terrace Gentleman to be involved
in service, justice and peace and advocacy projects.

such as the Old Boy founded Orange Sky Laundry,
the Western Suburbs Special School and Milpera
High School for newly arrived migrants and refugees.
Gentlemen in Years 5 and 6 lead Terrace’s annual Food
Bank Queensland and blanket drives. An extensive
immersion program will allow your son the opportunity
to experience other cultures and countries.

Terrace Gentlemen are supported to embrace faith
and justice through an integrated retreat program from
Years 5 through to 12. Your son will develop knowledge
about the wider community and his role as an advocate
through considered and structured service learning
programs such as the Big Brekky program (Eddie’s
Van) and relationships with House Friendships Groups

Prayer and liturgy form a significant part of the
Terrace journey. The Terrace Family joins together for
weekly masses and we commemorate many liturgical
celebrations throughout the year including ANZAC Day
and the Feast of our College Patron, St Joseph.

11

“

Terrace has a student-centred approach to teaching and learning that tracks and mentors
students, teaches explicit skills to maximise learning, recognises academic achievement and
improvement and encourages reflective learning.

”

Academic Excellence

Curriculum
Terrace staff provide an encouraging, nurturing and
supportive learning environment that promotes
academic excellence from Years 5 through to 12. From
the beginning of his Terrace journey, your son will have
access to specialist teachers in subjects such as Music,
Human Movements and Languages (currently Japanese
and French). He will be exposed to a broad curriculum
with a focus on developing core skills in literacy and
numeracy.

Recent Senior cohorts have attained outstanding
Tertiary Entrance and Queensland Core Skills (QCS)
test results and Terrace typically figures in the top five
high schools in Queensland for median OP scores.
The College has an impressive academic history
that has produced 17 Rhodes Scholars. Graduating
Terrace Gentlemen regularly receive scholarships to
the University of Queensland and other prestigious
universities.

Your son’s performance will be tracked from entry to
exit, providing your son, staff and parents with a solid
record of achievement and the effectiveness of his
study habits.

Just as strong results are recognised, so too is
improvement and students being the ‘best that they can
be’. Your son will have access to Terrace’s Exceptional
Learners’ Department, providing all students with the
opportunity to extend themselves with challenging
projects that go beyond the standard curriculum in
addition to providing additional support to ensure that
each Terrace Gentleman reaches his highest potential.
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The Terrace Way

Pastoral Care for Terrace Gentlemen
On arriving at Terrace your son will be placed in one of
nine Houses under the direction of a House Dean. The
Houses, which cater for students from Years 5 through
to 12, are divided into vertical Tutor Groups, each led
by a staff tutor, with the Year 12 students cast as role
models to students from across Years 5 to 11 in each
Tutor Group. This House structure forms the basis of our
pastoral care at Terrace and will provide your son with
a sense of belonging from the day he enters Terrace.
Central to our Terrace Family is the ‘Big Buddy’ program
that pairs new Years 5 and 7 students with a Year 12
student when they begin at Terrace.
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As part of his House, your son will compete for the
annual House Championship. Events contributing to
this include Inter-school Cross Country, Swimming,
Chess, Athletics and the highly competitive but most
entertaining, House Choir.
Terrace teachers are not just skilled in the delivery
of the academic curriculum, they are dedicated to
obtaining the very best outcomes for the young men in
their care. Your son will be mentored by staff throughout
his Terrace journey.

“

We value and acknowledge the gifts offered by each member of the Terrace
Family and we create opportunities to develop and strengthen relationships that
enhance and support the wellbeing of our students.

”

Holistic Gentlemen

Cultural Opportunities
Participation in the Terrace Cultural Program is very
much a part of the journey for most Terrace Gentlemen.
Your son can pursue a wide range of cultural, social and
personal opportunities that are designed to suit a wide
variety of interests.
Terrace competes in the Great Public Schools’
Association (GPS) competition for co-curricular
activities for students in Years 5 through to 12. The
GPS competition is augmented by other state wide
cultural competitions, activities with other schools and
community-based organisations.
The Terrace Cultural program presents opportunities
for your son in the following areas:
• Chess 		
• Speech and Drama
• Debating 		
• Terraflicks
• Music 			
• Theatresports
• Public Speaking
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Your son will be provided with an instrument in Years
5 and 6, with all students able to access specialist
instruction that equips them to join one or more bands,
ensembles, orchestras and choirs available at the
College. This includes our award-winning choir, who
performed at the Gallipoli ANZAC Day Dawn Services,
and our Red Thunder Drumline. There are opportunities
for your son to participate in a variety of external
performances, competitions, camps and touring
events, including the biannual musical production
collaboratively staged with All Hallows’ School.

“

As part of an inclusive
co-curricular program,
cultural opportunities at
Terrace provide the support
and encouragement for each
Terrace Gentleman to be the
best that he can be.

”

Wearing the Red and Black

Sporting Opportunities
Teamwork, relationships, a sense of fair play, personal
excellence and humility are all cultivated through an
extensive array of sporting opportunities on offer at
Terrace, designed to expand and challenge students
from Years 5 through to 12.
Terrace competes in the Great Public Schools’
Association (GPS) competition for co-curricular activities
for all year levels.
In world class facilities, with dedicated sport-specific
coaching directors, your son will be able to pursue an
interest in:
• Basketball 		
• Rugby
• Cricket 		
• Swimming
• Cross Country 		
• Tennis
• Football 		
• Track and Field
• Gymnastics 		
• Volleyball
• Rowing
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Terrace is committed to providing real opportunities for
student sporting improvement. In addition to regularly
fielding many competitive teams, Terrace offers
dedicated development squads to assist your son in
improving his skill and confidence levels. Opportunities
exist to represent Terrace at District, Regional, State and
National levels. Your son will also be able to attend a
variety of sporting tours and training camps nationally
and internationally.

“

Terrace Gentlemen have access to an exceptional and comprehensive sporting program
that helps foster a sense of pride and engagement in the College.

”

Community Connections

The Terrace Family
Joining the Terrace Family marks the commencement of
an extraordinary journey for a young man and his family.
As a part of the Terrace community, your involvement
and support of the College is encouraged through many
avenues, including:
•
•
•
•
•
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The Gregory Terrace Foundation
Gregory Terrace Old Boys’ Association
Terrace Ladies Group
Terrace Timor Network
Various Co-Curricular and Curricular Support Groups

The relationships forged and nurtured from wearing the
Red and Black lives on long after leaving Terrace. The
Terrace Family friendship connects past students and
provides support for Old Boys and their family through
a range of avenues, including mentoring, career advice,
reunions and social gatherings.

“

It is the Terrace Family, made up of current students, staff, Old Boys, parents and
those in our community who generously support the mission of the College, who
empower and enable each Terrace Gentleman to develop his unique gifts in an
atmosphere of care, support, challenge and growth.

”

Getting to Terrace

Transport Options
Terrace is a short walk from both the Central and
Fortitude Valley train stations and many students travel
by train. Students are directed to walk a specific route
from the station to ensure their safety. Being part of the
central city area, Terrace is serviced by many Brisbane
City Council buses. A number of students utilise private
transport options.
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Terrace buses transport students to and from the
Tennyson playing fields for sport training. Buses arrive
and depart from the Gregory Terrace end of the College.
Parents are also able to privately collect their sons from
Tennyson.

“

Terrace is in the picturesque inner-city suburb of Spring Hill, one of Brisbane’s oldest
residential suburbs and just 2kms from the Brisbane Central Business District.

”

Becoming a Terrace Gentleman

How to Apply for Enrolment
Terrace proudly opens its gates annually for our
College Open Day. College tours are conducted only
on Open Day, providing prospective Terracians with
the opportunity to see our facilities in use and to ask
questions of our staff. Visit the Terrace website www.
terrace.qld.edu.au for full details of the next Open Day.
Bursary and scholarship programs are available.
For more information please contact our College
Registrar or visit the Terrace website
www.terrace.qld.edu.au
Terrace welcomes applications for enrolment from birth.
Intake years are Years 5 and 7. All applications for intake
years should be completed via the Terrace website.
A table can be found on the Terrace website to assist
in determining the entry year for your son.

To view the Terrace enrolment procedure or to
apply online please visit the Terrace website
www.terrace.qld.edu.au
For the latest news from St Joseph’s College, Gregory
Terrace visit www.terrace.qld.edu.au
StJosephsCollegeGregoryTerrace
@GregoryTerrace1
For more information contact the College Registrar:
St Joseph’s College
Gregory Terrace
Brisbane QLD 4000
P +617 3214 5200
E enrolments@terrace.qld.edu.au

Applications for non-intake years, Years 6, 8, 9, 10 or 11
are only possible if a place becomes available. Terrace
does not accept applications for enrolment for Year 12
entry alone.

The information in this Prospectus is correct at the time of printing but is subject to change. For the latest information about enrolment at Terrace, please contact our Registrar.
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“
When a student comes to Terrace,

they should be aware that this
community has the potential to be
the most significant community
outside their extended family.

”

A Catholic Boys’ School in the Edmund Rice Tradition – Years 5 to 12.
St Joseph’s College
Gregory Terrace
Brisbane QLD 4000
P +617 3214 5200
www.terrace.qld.edu.au

Forming Terrace Gentlemen in

Knowledge | Humility | Wisdom

