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This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 

JOHN 15:12
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And what does the Lord require of you, 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God. 
MICAH 6:8
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Justice and Solidarity

Reflective Questions
What are the benefits and challenges of committing to justice and peace  
for all?

How do we develop our educational mission through a spirituality that 
reflects upon needs and actions?

In what ways are we asked to stand with those who are afflicted and marginalised?

How are we asked to defend our wounded planet?

A Catholic school in the Edmund  
Rice tradition:

1.	 develops a curriculum that 
integrates themes of justice and 
peace, underpinned by Catholic 
Social Teaching;

2.	 	adopts prophetic stances in the 
light of Gospel practices and is 
involved in advocacy for just causes;

3.	 promotes participation in service 
and solidarity learning programs  
in partnership with those on  
the margins;

4.	 seeks to provide opportunities for 
involvement in immersion programs 
in which students and staff form 
relationships, work with and learn 
from those on the margins, leading 
to mutual transformation;

5.	 is committed to working with and 
walking alongside the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
of Australia, advocating justice and 
promoting reconciliation;

6.	 is actively involved in developing 
global partnerships through 
participation in Edmund Rice 
Education Beyond Borders;

7.	 	is committed to promoting 
an integral ecology through 
demonstrating a deep reverence  
for the earth as both God’s work 
and our home, promoting eco-
justice and working towards a 
sustainable and regenerative  
future for all creation;

8.	 recognises that its members are 
part of a global community and 
actively supports the development 
of all humanity;

9.	 nurtures a culture of critical 
reflection and prayerful discernment 
in justice and peace issues.

We are committed to justice and peace for all, grounded in a spirituality of action and 
reflection that calls us to stand in solidarity with those who are marginalised and the 
earth itself.



The Charter will guide schools in the quest towards greater 
authenticity as Catholic schools in the Edmund Rice tradition. 
Each school is challenged to be faithful to the four touchstones 
and to reflect regularly on their embodiment in all aspects of 
the school. The Charter will be a foundation document in all 
planning, policy and practice; it will be a focus for formation 
and reflection. 

The School Renewal process will complement and validate  
the reflection of schools. Through School Renewal the 
governing body of Edmund Rice Education Australia will 
accredit each school as an authentic Catholic school in the 
Edmund Rice tradition. 

As a living document, this Charter will continue to evolve.  
It will be reviewed in 2022.

We must restore hope to young 
people, help the old, 

be open to the future, spread love, 
be poor among the poor. 

We need to include the excluded  
and preach peace. 

POPE FRANCIS, 2013

“Live Jesus in Our Hearts – Forever” 
Resources to support the implementation of The Charter can be found at www.erea.edu.au

Scripture translations: New Revised Standard Version


