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From the Principal
Welcome to the first edition of
Jimmies Spirit for 2017.
As I write this, the College has just
recently completed its five-yearly
School Renewal Process that saw
a team from the National Office of
Edmund Rice Education Australia visit
the College to review its operations,
structures and, most importantly, the
way it responds to the Touchstones
of the Charter of Edmund Rice
Education Australia – Liberating
Education, Gospel Spirituality, Inclusive
Community and Justice and Solidarity.
The Team spent three days on the
campus conducting an extensive series
of interviews with staff, students, parents,
College Board and past students.
What the Team experienced was a
story that touched at the very heart and
foundation of what a Catholic School in
the Edmund Tradition stands for. They
left at the end of the third day knowing

that here at St James, there was a very
palpable spirit within the story and
tradition of this place that very much
characterises a school that actually does
what it says it is supposed to be doing.
Catholic Education needs schools like
St James that go beyond the classroom
and educate young people in what it
means to be respectful and inclusive in
their all dealings with each other and
who see education as a source of hope
in their lives. Through their experience
as a Jimmies student, each young
person learns to ground themselves in
values and attitudes that are based on
the deeply compassionate spirituality
of the Gospel no matter what religious
persuasion one might belong to, and
who identify with and stand up for
those who need a ‘hand-up’ in life.
It certainly is a privilege to be part of
this extraordinary endeavour that is
St James.
2018 – Celebrate the 150th!
As many of you would be aware,
next year marks the 150th or

Sesquicentenary anniversary of the
establishment of St James College.
The College has commissioned
historian and former Principal of St
Laurence’s College, Ian McDonald, to
write a new history of the school from
its earliest days in the wooden annex
of a nearby cottage to the modern
educational campus where it proudly
stands today on Boundary Street.
It is hoped that this publication,
which will take a ‘story’ format rather
than that of an historical treatise,
will be launched at one of the
significant events planned for the
Sesquicentenary celebrations in 2018.
Should any Past Students have
historical anecdotes or other
information that they feel might interest
Ian for this new book, please feel free
to make contact with Naomi Ritchie,
Principal’s PA to let us know.
Mr Gerry Crooks
Principal

A hard road to success

The remarkable story of Ahmad Fahim Hakimi, St James College, Year 12, 2016.
The College was delighted to hear
that one of its graduates from 2016,
Ahmad Hakimi, was successful in
being awarded a full scholarship to
the University of Adelaide to study
towards an Honours degree in Civil
and Structural Engineering.
It was a reward that has come as
a result of sheer hard work and
dedication – remarkable, even more, in
that Ahmad is an asylum-seeker from
Afghanistan. His journey to this point
in his life has been nothing short of
inspirational – a journey marked by
life-threatening danger in his homeland

Mr Crooks and Ahmad Hakimi
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A hard road to success cont.
at the hands of the Taliban, terror on
the ocean and anxious uncertainty as
life unfolded in his new country.
“I wouldn’t have thought that I would
ever leave Afghanistan and end up in
a boat coming to Australia. My life was
in danger so I had to leave. My family
helped me to escape from my home in
Kabul,” Ahmad said.
His escape from Afghanistan in 2013
saw him travelling precariously through
India and Malaysia until ultimately
arriving in Indonesia where he was
able to get on a boat, hoping for
asylum in Australia.
After over a year on Christmas Island
followed by further detention in Darwin

and short time in Adelaide, Ahmad
arrived in Brisbane to reconnect
with his cousins who lived here. The
Queensland Multicultural Development
Association assisted in his enrolment
at St James early in 2015 and the rest,
they say, is history.
In a statement recently, College
Principal, Mr Crooks said: “A quiet but
conscientious young man, Ahmad’s
disarming humility endeared him to all
here at the school. His determination
to master English and keep up with
his assignments meant spending
many hours with his teachers
both during class and out of hours
improving his skills.”

As well as being elected as a Student
Leader, Ahmad capped off two years
of unrelenting dedication by gaining an
OP8 at the end of Year 12 and finally
earning his coveted scholarship to
Adelaide University.
“Such wonderful success for Ahmad
has come after a long and dangerous
road to freedom,” Mr Crooks said,
“and St James College has been
privileged to have been a part of the
journey of this extraordinary young
man’s life.” Australia indeed is the
richer for his presence.

Jimmie the Pug
Jimmie Pug’s first day at St James
College was at the start of Term 1
in 2016. We are calling his presence
a ‘social experiment’, hoping that he
will help some of our students cope
with their anxiety and social issues
and help them to better navigate
interactions with others. It’s not
common practice to have a dog in a
school full-time, and with no formal
studies or research projects to guide
us, we are crossing our fingers and
sending up a quiet prayer that our
gamble will pay positive dividends for
our students.
Fast-forward twelve months, our
lovely little pug has helped many
of our young friends to develop the
confidence they need to interact and
socialise with other students. His
calming presence diffuses anxiety
of the highest level and he is sought
out by many students - and teachers
- for a pat or cuddle (and the odd
rumble on the floor) on a daily basis.
He’s been known to sit on a chair,
quietly observing, while students play
cards or chess during breaks, and
was an integral member of ‘Team
Jimmie’ during our ‘Walk for Justice’
when a dozen students took turns in
leading him along our 12 kilometre
walk. He has also made a couple
of ‘unaccompanied escapades’
through the corridors of the Tom
Carey building, however, as a large
contingent of his 400-plus ‘babysitters’
herded him back to the Library, he
didn’t manage to get far! While it’s
clear that Jimmie has his ‘favourites’
among both Staff and Students, he
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Jimmie with students Kristyn Jackson (Yr 7) & Jamieson Albrecht (Yr 9)

willingly shares his love with everyone,
which is particularly nice for those in
our community who are not able to
have a pet.

time, they usually exclaim, “Oh! You
have a dog!”, to which our students
mostly respond with ‘that’ look - which
obviously means “of course!”

Jimmie is now a permanent fixture
here at St James, but he is no longer a
novelty; he is merely another part of our
diverse little community. When visitors
to the school meet Jimmie for the first

It would seem that the ‘social
experiment’ has paid off. In spades.
Ms Nikki Carpenter
Head of Faculty – Library & eLearning

Basketball

Co-Curricular Activities at St James
The Co-curricular and sporting
activities have started off well
in 2017. Teams are underway with
their training and preparations
for upcoming competitions and
tournaments. It is pleasing to witness
the increase in students’ exposure to
sports and wanting to represent their
College where they can.
Confraternity 2017 has seen many
of last year’s team returning and
young juniors stepping up. St James
is building for a stronger 2017
season with our Rugby League team
competing in the GIO Cup as well as
Confraternity. These young men are
training three times a week and are
showing a distinct drive for success
this year.
St James is producing and developing
some well-structured Futsal and
Football teams in the Junior and
Senior ranks. St James took away
four teams in Term 1 with all teams
representing the College well. The
Open Boys’ team qualified for the
knock-out stages of the competition
which will see them finish in the top
8 of SEQ. 2017 will see the Seniors
enter three major competitions. The
team will travel to the Gold Coast for
one of the competitions and support is
always welcome.
Should you be in a position to support
the College teams in getting the most
out of these competitive experiences,
please contact me at the College at
SPrickett@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au.

The first Inter-House Sporting Carnival
for 2017 saw all four Houses heavily
involved in the College Swimming
Carnival. Fantastic swimming
performances were witnessed
together with some great sporting
moments whereby students helped
others, who weren’t proficient
swimmers, to complete their race
to gain points for their respective
Houses. The Inter-House Carnivals
show what the students at St James
are all about regarding fellowship for
one another. Hogan House started
the 2017 campaign strongly, with
a dominant win at the Swimming
Carnival. It will be interesting to see
what the rest of the year holds.
St James’ representation in the District
scenario has been very dominant. The
College has had 14 students represent
the school at South District level in
various sports: 12 in Basketball, 1 in
Girls’ AFL and 1 in Rugby League.
Two students have been selected to
represent Met East at the upcoming
State Championships.
Assistance with funding and/or
sponsorship of any of our sporting
and co-curricular teams would be
greatly appreciated. If you would be in
a position to assist in any way, please
contact the College Principal,
Mr Gerry Crooks.
Mr Scott Prickett
Sports Coordinator

The Jimmies Basketball program
continues to go from strength
to strength with the number of
basketballers growing every year.
This year games are played more
often on our home court and are
well supported by a growing fan
base who love the game and cheer
continuously. The attendance by
many staff members is also greatly
appreciated and demonstrates the
support and passion everyone has for
the school. With growing numbers we
have increased the number of training
sessions and those attending are to be
commended for including all players
regardless of skill level or experience
in both drills and games. It is exciting
watching athletes helping each
other to get better in a passion they
share. Through continual hard work,
discipline and community support
2017 is shaping up to be another
great year for the Jimmies Basketball
program.
Mr Kirron Byrne
Director of Basketball

Jimmies’
Climbing Club
Competition was strong for the
2017 QLD Lead Climbing titles held
on the weekend of March 18-19.
With over 190 entries and 25 routes
it was one of the largest climbing
competitions on the Australian
calendar. With categories available for
all ages including Para-athletes, St
James’ Climbers had every reason to
be part of the fun.
This year’s Jimmies Climbers are a
dedicated, strong and supportive
bunch. This crew trains every
Wednesday afternoon, then on
Mondays, Tuesday, Thursday,
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
they are literary ‘hanging around’ the
Rocksports climbing gym getting
strong! The results were amazing!
QLD Youth A Females saw Bridget
Aitchison ranked 3rd. QLD Youth A
Males saw Mathew Kuzevich ranked
9th, Jacob Forker-Freeman 10th and
Ben Arnold 11th.
We are now getting ready to go to
Melbourne in May for the National
Titles!
Miss Casey Francis
Teacher & Climbing Coordinator

Jimmies Spirit | March 2017

3

Auctioneering Course
I recently had the opportunity to call
a mock auction in a competition
as a conclusion to the six week
Auctioneering Idol course, which
I participated in at St Joseph’s
College Gregory Terrace. The course
provided an opportunity for students
to learn about the laws and processes
of an auction, whilst also learning
valuable public speaking skills and
building confidence. Throughout the
course, I learnt the fundamentals
of how to call and run an auction,
as well as developing my public
speaking skills and ability to think on
my feet. Although I am not going to
become an auctioneer, it was a very
valuable experience as these skills
are broadly applicable to other areas
of life. I managed to place second in
the competition, in which we had to
conduct and call a mock auction,
with other real estate agents as
bidders, leading to a very high
pressured scenario!
Jacob Forker-Freeman
Year 12 Student &
Senior Leader Long House

Mr Haesley Cush with finalists: Charlie Parer 1st Place (GT), Jacob Forker-Freeman 2nd Place
(St James) and Camilla Crowe 3rd Place (AHS)

Auctioneers’ Course presenter, Haesley Cush - Principal at Living Here Cush
Partners, said
“I have been incredibly impressed by the students’ development over
such a short period of time. Their willingness to step outside their
comfort zones was something I was not expecting. I work with new
auctioneers around the country and rarely see that response from
adults wanting to be senior auctioneers. I genuinely loved running
the competition.”

In the Spirit of Edmund Rice
As I staggered up what felt like an
infinite cliff face I put all my mental
energy into just putting one foot in
front of the other. I was doubled over
in pain and wondering why on earth I
elected to hike the tallest mountain on
earth in place of a relaxing Thai beach
holiday. If this was long service leave,
I was doing it wrong! Never could I
have imagined that an EREA Cultural
Immersion program would pave the
way for such an incredible adventure.
Back in 2010 I was a relatively new and
fresh faced second year teacher when
I was encouraged by my principal, Mr
Gerry Crooks to travel to India with 18
other teachers from across Australia.
My immersion took me across the
diverse nation on a path of selfdiscovery and insight into the charism
that we hold so dear in Edmund Rice
schools. I felt an incredible affinity with
the nation, its people and the work
that The Church was doing there.
This feeling never left me and fast
forwarding six years later, I decided to
return to India to teach during my long
service leave as well as throw in a hike
up Mount Everest Base Camp for
good measure.
4

St James College

Ascent to Base Camp

Teaching is my greatest passion in life
so as crazy as it sounds, I was really
excited about using my holiday to
experience teaching in another culture.
Heading to South India, I ventured in
search of knowledge. I wasn’t in India
to save the world or become the next
Mother Theresa, I simply wanted to
learn more about the education system
in this special part of the planet. I took
up placement in the community of Fort
Kochi in Kerala. There I spent time
in a local Catholic primary school, a
low socio-economic public school, a
special school and even a homeless
settlement. My time in Kochi saw my
opinions come full circle and after
spending time in so many different
classrooms, I have made some really
important observations. While at first
I cringed at and challenged the rote
learning system in India, I now feel
differently. The students I taught there
are all so incredibly intelligent. I taught
students with Down Syndrome and
Intellectual Impairments who had
full conversations with me in English
(often their third or fourth language). I
taught primary school aged students
who could write short plays in English
and perform them and lastly, I had a
myriad of friends there who I could
discuss religion and philosophy with
in a way that is far deeper and more
introspective than many Australians
I have spoken to. All of these people
are products of the Indian Education
system. This system works for them. If I
have gained anything from this, it’s that.
Education there has flaws just like every
other system but what I do know is that
it’s working. This is my most valuable
insight. I used the time to make friends
in the volunteer house, explore the little
community of Fort Kochi and most of
all, observe. I observed those around
me, I observed my students and I
observed the people. No time spent
learning is a waste.
The second part of my two month
odyssey led me to climb Mount
Everest; a true bucket list item. It was
an eight hour day, fourteen day long
and minus twenty degree ascent and
descent. Let me tell you, it was tough!
I made it though; no easy feat. In fact,
it’s the hardest thing I’ve ever done.
When my guide Lalit said that there’s
a chance that I might not make it, I
died inside. I wasn’t going to take no
for an answer. He saw my face, put
his arm around me, kissed me on the
head and said “Don’t worry, I’ll get
you to Base Camp.” I have always

idolised the idea of Mt Everest. I
thought people who made the hike
were so cool. I certainly never thought
it was something within my reach. I
wouldn’t call myself particularly fit or
outdoorsy. I’m certainly no trekker. I’ve
always lacked coordination, sporting
finesse or athleticism. No matter how
many people told me I was crazy I
knew I wanted to do it. I’ve never done
anything like that before. I haven’t
done any huge treks, altitude training
or mountaineering. I’m not really sure
what I was thinking actually. I can’t
quite articulate the roller coaster of
emotions that I encountered during
the trek. I got terribly sick, the weather
was uncomfortably cold and my illness
made me incredibly weak. The altitude
was so high that breathing was nearly
impossible. It’s serious stuff this trek.
The rescue helicopter was constantly
flying above us. They took a woman
who had died but was thankfully
resuscitated. She had a heart attack.
Two Aussies were taken with severe
and life threatening altitude sickness
and a man had a stroke. The altitude is
intense. It knocks you around in a way
that is inexplicable. The moment I saw
the bright and colourful Tibetan Prayer
Flags littering the path to Base Camp,
I took a deep breath and sobbed. I
doubled over and cried. One of my
guides, Nora picked me up and hugged
me, “You made it Erin.” I’d never felt
more relieved, overwhelmed and
joyous. No matter what life throws at
me, I can climb any mountain, in fact, I
climbed the highest. I can do anything.

I want my students, former and current
to know that they can do anything
too, the mind is a very powerful tool.
My Indian and Nepali exploration not
only gave me this insight but also
introduced me to some incredibly
gracious and humble human beings,
taught me a great deal about my
wonderful profession and tested my
resilience and independence in a way
that I had never experienced. It was
challenging, exciting and fun and I
know I would have never gotten to this
point if it wasn’t for the opportunities
that St James and EREA originally
provided me back in 2010. The ethos
and community at St James has
shaped me into the person that I am
today and I am forever grateful. This
fire that was lit within me has led me to
begin a new educational undertaking
and in August I will take up a new
position at Garodia International Centre
for Learning in Mumbai, India. This
small educational community came
from similar roots as Edmund Rice’s
first school in Waterford, starting in a
garage in Mumbai with seven children
who wouldn’t have access to education
otherwise. I cannot wait to start this
new journey and hope to return to St
James more passionate and inspired
by education and Edmund Rice’s vision
than ever.
Miss Erin Johnston
Teacher & Mary Rice House Dean

Teaching Drama lessons at Fort Kochi
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Reverse Immersion: Welcome to Australia, Odete
On January 24, 2017, the St James
College community extended a very
warm welcome to Odete Pinto from
Timor Leste. Odete and her family have
welcomed the staff and students of St
James into their home for many years,
and she has been a vital part of the St
James’ East Timor Immersion Program.

will remain with her for a long time to
come and shape a big part of her life
going forward. The farewell gift from
the College will ensure the final units of
her teaching degree are much easier
and will assist her family and the school
community in her village of Seloi.
Miss Erin Johnston
Teacher & Mary Rice House Dean

Odette is currently studying English
teaching in East Timor and came to
St James to observe other teachers,
improve her English and to culturally
immerse herself into the Australian
context. Her experiences here have
been many and varied. She has had
her first ever hot shower, witnessed a
dog in a library, observed the Pastoral
processes of an Eddie Rice school and
learnt how to use public transport.
At the end of term staff meeting,
Odete expressed her gratitude for this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity which

Odete presenting an East Timorese farewell
gift to Mr Crooks

Odete with Senior Leaders Jasmine
McFadyen & Goushiga Gopalakrishnan and
College Captains Lachlan Plater & Bridget
Aitchison, attending Mass to celebrate the
Launch of Caritas Project Compassion at the
Cathedral of St Stephen

Where are they now?
LLOYD EICKENLOFF
(1959–1961)
Lloyd was awarded a Papal Honour
which was conferred on him at St
Stephen’s Cathedral on 18 December
2016. He received the Medal Pro
Ecclesia Et Pontifice (for Church
and the Pontiff) for his service to the
Cathedral over 40 years.
KENNETH HOWELL
(1975)

In the 1970’s the law was changed
requiring station owners to pay full
wages to their Aboriginal employees.
This resulted in the owner of Gordon
Downs evicting all of the Djaru people
from the station. They applied to the
Federal Government for some land to
call their own again and in the early
1980’s the Kundat Djaru community
was formed in Ringer Soak, just 10km
from the boundary of Gordon Downs.

The Josephite nuns were asked by the
Djaru people to start a school there
and so Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic
School came into existence around
1985. It is now run by the Catholic
Education Office of WA. There are
three teachers and eight Djaru staff
at the school and I am the current
Principal. If you are ever driving
through the Tanami Desert, drop in
and say Hi!

Fr Ken Howell, Parish Priest of
Burleigh Heads, has been appointed
an Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane
by Pope Francis. The Auxiliary
Bishop-Elect will serve alongside
the Archbishop of Brisbane, Mark
Coleridge.
PETER EGAN
(1979)

An aerial view of Ringer Soak

Teacher and students of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu
Catholic School

Birlirr Ngawiyiwu (Spirit of God)
Catholic School, Ringer Soak, WA.
This school is in the Kundat Djaru
Aboriginal Community about 160km
southeast of Halls Creek, just 40km
from the NT border. The Djaru people
have lived in this area for thousands
of years. Their homeland became
part of Gordon Downs Station and
for many years the Djaru people lived
and worked on this cattle station.
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Peter Egan, Principal, with staff and students of Birlirr Ngawiyiwu Catholic School, Ringer Soak, WA

Where are
			they now?

GIULIO SAGGIN
(1978-1982)

I was at Jimmies from Year 5 to
Year 9. I have spent my career as a
photographer - news, mainly. Among
other things, I’ve published three
books and my latest is a book - a
beginner’s guide - about photography.
It’s based on a highly successful
presentation I gave to ABC reporters
during my nine years as national photo
editor with ABC News Online (based at
South Bank), and shows how photos
- visual stories - are constructed the
same as written stories.
AARON POLLARD
(1991)

After leaving Jimmies I studied
psychology at Griffith Uni and was
awarded my Bachelor of Behavioural
Science in 1995. I was managing
hotels to put myself through Uni and
continued to work in hospitality for
many years running venues in and
around Brisbane and the Bowen Basin.
I joined the Army in 2000 and worked
as an intelligence analyst across a
number of postings. I deployed to
Solomon Islands in 2003 as part of
Army’s first ever unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) which was quite special
to be a part of.

I was then deployed to Afghanistan in
2007 as the Intelligence Watchkeeper
for the 2nd Reconstruction Task Force
(RTF2). This was a fascinating and
very professionally rewarding job in
a beautiful (though very troubled)
country. The cultural differences were
enormous and every interaction with
locals was done through an interpreter
which brought its own challenges.
Upon returning to Australia I left the
Army and worked as a civilian in
Defence managing security for one of
Army’s Functional Commands. After
many years in this role I moved to
Canberra to work for the Department
of Prime Minister and Cabinet in their
corporate security team. This was a

great job that saw me provide advice
and support to organisations like the
Mental Health Royal Commission,
Commonwealth Ombudsman and
the Prime Minister’s Office on a
regular basis. I often provided brief
to the Prime Ministers Chief of Staff
and others prior to overseas trips
particularly to high risk countries.

I then moved to the G20 Task Force
within PMC as the security manager
responsible for all the leaders’
accommodation. I developed the
security arrangements for each
leaders’ hotel used for the event. I was
then given the task of managing the
fencing project for the whole event in
Brisbane. This was no small task with
nearly 40km of fencing rolled out in
just one week. To complicate matters
it all had to be removed in one day!
This I am proud to say we achieved
handing the city back to City Hall with
two hours to spare.
Upon finishing with G20 I took my
current position at Manager Corporate
Security with Airbus. In this role, I
provide security support to over 2000
people across 17 sites in Australia
and New Zealand. In our Brisbane
facilities, we build and maintain the
MRH90 troop transport helicopter
and have previously built the Armed
Reconnaissance Helicopter.
Throughout all these roles and
locations, I have taken with me the
fundamentals I learned at Jimmies:
loyalty, integrity, moral courage and a
sense of humour.

and a Bachelor of Journalism at The
Queensland University of Technology.
I am now in my third year and
hope to work in human rights law
when I graduate. I have continued
to stay involved with the Edmund
Rice community, and am currently
the president for the Edmund Rice
Advocacy for Change Post-School
Group and have the pleasure to work
with school students around Brisbane
and support their advocacy efforts.
I have also been lucky enough to
be accepted into an Edmund Rice
International Internship in Geneva
working on Universal Periodic Review
and Human Rights Council at the
United Nations. I leave for Switzerland
in September. I am extremely grateful
for all the opportunities I had during
my schooling which led me down the
path I am on now.
KATANA WESLEY
(2016)

Katana, a Year 12 Senior Leader
in 2016, recently received a Local
Legends Award for her volunteer social
work in the Logan community as
well as for her own personal growth.
Katana was invited to speak at the
Awards ceremony and was the first
person ever asked to do this. Katana
commenced a Bachelor of Secondary
Education studies at Australian
Catholic University this year.

There were only 42 of us in grade
12 in 1991 and it’s only after leaving
I realised how special that was. No
other school (regardless of price) can
offer the level attention and support
we received from the amazing staff.
PAGAN BLIGHT
(2014)
After graduating I was accepted into
a Bachelor of Laws with honours

Mr Jim Chalmers presenting Katana with
her award

St James Brekky Van
In the proud tradition of our founder,
Blessed Edmund Rice, every
Wednesday and Friday morning
the St James Brekky Van provides
companionship and a hot barbecue
breakfast to those who are homeless

and marginalised in the inner-city
area of Brisbane. The College would
like to thank our sponsors who assist
with the provision of breakfast foods
and whose generosity is invaluable to
our Brekky Van and all whom it serves:

• Sunny Queen Eggs

• Woolworths Spring Hill Marketplace
(365 Turbot St, Spring Hill)

• Brunswick Central Bakery
(25 Martin St, Fortitude Valley)
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Notices

Deaths

Friday, 6th January 2017. St James
was well-represented by many of
the Past Students of that era as well
as the much-appreciated presence
of the current St James Principal Mr
Gerry Crooks along with the 2017
School Captains Bridget Aitchison and
Lachlan Plater. Mr Metcalf would have
been delighted to see such a strong
showing from the school.

Allan Metcalf R.I.P.
Sad news filtered through to sections
of the St James community just as the
new year commenced. The news was
of the passing of a kind and universally
well-loved man, Mr Allan Metcalf.
Allan left this world on the 31st
December 2016, one month shy of
his 95th birthday.
Mr Metcalf had attended St James
in the 1930s and later during the late
1960s and early 1970s while his sons
attended the school, he became
one of the school’s Rugby League
coaches. Coaching football was
only part of the mentoring that Allan
provided for many of the students
of that era. Allan and his wife Ailsa
were also crucial supporters of the
successful St James Athletics teams
of those days. Their son Michael was
one of the great all-round athletes of
that era.
Allan and Ailsa Metcalf were a great
team themselves and an even greater
example to all of us who have been
fortunate enough to know them. They
always maintained a positive happy
outlook and showed us the importance

of contributing to the community
through offering a helping hand.
In 2012, Allan attended the 40th year
reunion of St James’ Year 12 Class
of 1972. At the age of 90, he amazed
us all with his clear recollection of
our days playing junior football.
His genuine interest in us and our
various journeys through life was
unwavering. The love for St James
that he had instilled in many of us
was undiminished by the relentless
advance of time.

The emails, from those who were unable
to attend, painted Allan as a cheerful
modest man of integrity who had
played an important positive role in the
formative stages of many young lives.
Our thoughts are with Ailsa and the
Metcalf family. Rest in peace, Coach.
Martin Quinn
(Class of 1972)
Andrew Errol Eadie R.I.P.
Passed 5 January 2017
Errol commenced Class 3 at St James
in 1949. He was a professional soldier
for over two decades and a veteran of
several campaigns in South East Asia.
Errol lost his battle with cancer after a
long illness. Lest we forget.

Allan’s Requiem Mass was held at the
Corpus Christi Church at Nundah on

Jimmies Umbrella

Don’t be caught in the rain
without a Jimmies umbrella!

Showcasing the College colours
maroon and gold, the alternate
coloured panels feature both
the College crest and the words
‘Jimmies Est 1868’. The gold
panelling provides great standout
visibility in bad weather and
the wooden handle provides a
stylish finish to this essential item.
Available for purchase at $30 from
the College Reception.

Reunions
Class of 1977, 40 Year Reunion

Class of 1997 – 20 Year Reunion

All enquiries for this Reunion may be
directed to either Enrico Petracci on
0412 987 079 or at petraccih@gmail.
com or Brad Kunkel on 0415 154 207
or at bfkunkel@gmail.com. Visit the
following Facebook page st james
reunion from 1977.

An evening event will be held to
celebrate the 20 Year Reunion of the
Class of 1997 at St James College
on Saturday, 11 November 2017. An
invitation will feature in the September
2017 edition of Jimmies Spirit. Contact
Steve McInerney on 0435 245 162 or
at stevenm@cavaliercontainers.com.au.

Stay Connected
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Past Students, please send your
details to:

•

Title & Surname

Naomi Ritchie, Principal’s Assistant

•

St James College,
201 Boundary Street,
Brisbane QLD 4000

•

Given Names

•

Phone: (07) 3230 8686
Naomi.Ritchie@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au

•

St James College

•

•
•

Surname at School
Telephone

New Address

Previous Address
Email

Last year at St James & Year Level

•

Occupation/Skills/Interests

•

Please advise if you would prefer not
to receive information from the Past
Students’ Association.

•

Have you been doing anything we
should know about?

