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Global Learning, Achieving Aspirations
From the Principal
Coronavirus 2020 - The Year of Change, Connections Merton writes in “A Book of Hours”
and Creativity
“Our vocation is not simply to be, but to work together with
It is wonderful to bring you the highlights of 2020! This year
has seen St James College develop its master and strategic
plan, expand its learning and pathway options, express
its global voice. Our student enrolments have increased
bringing further claim to our campus, encompassing diversity
and inclusivity.
2020 commenced with many exciting events planned. Then,
the pandemic happened! And suddenly all changed! The era
of online learning commenced; for sport, debating, cultural
night, formal, open day, immersion to name a few - the
“HOLD” button was pressed, and life changed! But, with “Fast
Forward” we have progressed to the end of Term 4! Overall,
we can be proud of a broad spectrum of achievements!
St James College is a College enriched by the charism of
Blessed Edmund Rice. As many of you know, Edmund Rice
devoted his life to ensuring education was provided to
disadvantaged children in Ireland. The principles of Edmund
Rice Education are based on four touchstones - Gospel
Spirituality, Liberating Education, Justice and Solidarity and
Inclusive Community. St James College strongly espouses
all these touchstones in everything we strive to achieve.
Our wonderful Awards Evening and then Alumni Evening
evidenced this with the camaraderie of past students, parents
and staff, coupled with the display of talents in our Art Show.

God in the creation of our own life, our own identity, our own
destiny.”
Our current world is changing more rapidly than any other
time in history - the Pandemic this year has made us more
aware of change. We are digitally connected in every facet of
our lives. We are immersed in a technological revolution that
has changed the way we communicate, interact, relate and
engage in the world. The future of work is changing rapidly
- we talk skills now and not jobs as we know the prediction
is that you will possibly have 15 different jobs, spanning 7
different careers - probably in areas that haven’t even been
invented yet.
We have seen our staff respond to challenges this year,
design new delivery of learning for online at home, keep the
spirits of our students and each other, and throughout aim for
excellence in all we do!

Our Trade Skills Centre was a beacon for quality practice
and all who come to the College admire its industry
standards, innovation and excellence. It was exemplary in
our submission to the Australian Training Awards in 2019
where we are proud to say we have been named a National
Finalist. In 2020, we have shone at State level, with being
named a State Finalist in the Queensland Training Awards
in three categories - Small Training Provider, VET Teacher
We want our students to take the Touchstones with them on of the Year and Equity VET Student of the Year. This is an
their journeys for the rest of their lives. Education is liberation. exceptional achievement!
They are called to embrace the challenges of the future with It highlights the outstanding work that our College continues
confidence and positivity; value education and use it to make to do in providing multiple unique pathways for students
a positive difference in the world; to be an active part of your to achieve their goals. We deliver training in 17 national
community; to stay connected to our Jimmies community; qualifications on site in seven industry areas and we currently
to listen to their heart and be guided by their own moral support school-based trainees across a range of fields.
compass to ensure that they make good decisions. As Thomas Our students in Pirlirrpa YOS (Youth Outreach Service)
Continued on page 2

2020 Finalists Louise Pope,
VET Teacher of the Year
and Axel Dushime, Equity
VET Student of the Year,
Queensland Training Awards

African Girls Dance Troupe
performing at the College
Graduation
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From the Principal (cont’d)
partnership with the Salvation Army have achieved highly in gaining qualifications. Other highlights include the amazing
achievements of our sporting teams particularly in Futsal and Basketball; debating performances, school choir, cultural dance
groups, camps at Maroon Dam, exemplary outdoor education program, the launch of the student made racing car, opening of
the Camino Café, support of a number of food mission programs, cultural competence and global badging initiative, strong
health training partnership and skills passport initiative.
Our highlights include the following
• Open Soccer 7’s Team - Winner of the Gold Coast
		
International Cup
• State Winners Qld Futsal Championships
• Bronze Medal Girls Basketball Team Division 1 State
		Championships
• Division 1 Boys Team State Championships
• Winners Basketball Secondary School Sport - Brisbane Region
• 5 Teams entered in Regional Rugby 7’s Carnival with 2 Winning
		
in Division
• 2 Year 11 students selected for National Youth Science Forum
Open Soccer 7’s Team
• Hosted Rotary Cocktail Event with Art Display/Cultural
		Entertainment
• Placed 3rd in Student Formula Car Racing - 6 Hour Track with Vehicle made by students in Certificate II Engineering
• Students in Chinese as a subject, Placed in UQ Chinese Writing Competition
• 2 students selected in National Youth Science Forum
As a Gateway School in Hospitality, Tourism and Manufacturing, we see new opportunities emerging. Of significance is the
consolidation of future relations with all the Universities, RTO’s, TAFE, Rotary and city Business Precincts, Health pathways.
A major feature of 2020 was the implementation of the new Senior Assessment System. Our students have faced the challenge,
placing their best foot forward, with some imminent impressive results! This has been supported by our literacy improvement
program “Write That Essay.”
Our international student numbers have expanded as has the diversity and resources of our staff increased! We also remember
the challenges and the defeat - this is how we learn how to be resilient. We have many students who are refugees to Australia.
They have taught us much about being resilient - the story of Axel Dushime and his achievements this year has inspired us
all. Our asylum seekers from Nauru have also inspired us with their determination and hope which has been enriched by
their education. It is in darker moments that we realise we are capable of much more than we think we are. Nothing that is
worthwhile is ever easy.
Our College Board has been active and these words from Board Chair Dr Caroline Thomson emphasise these sentiments.
“While a school is grounded in the day to day realities of teaching, learning and community interaction, the College has been
recognised for excellence in many spheres - sporting, cultural, academic and vocational. This does not happen by accident - it
is the result of strategic initiatives, positive and affirming leadership, staff commitment and generosity, student engagement
and community support.”
We are grateful to our past and present students/families support of our Bursary and Faithful Friends Fund and the generosity
of particular individuals, particularly Adrian De Marco. New dreams for futures can now become a reality with Bursary
support! Refurbished staffrooms, boardroom and administration heritage listed block see more facilities updated providing
state of the art education – your donations are truly appreciated!
As past student Bishop Ken Howell celebrated our graduating Liturgy, he affirmed the importance of a “Jimmies heart”. The
students were encouraged to “not limit yourself by stereotypes or perceptions - step out into those rocky paths that are less
travelled - the reward will be there. Remember what the poet Robert Frost wrote
‘I took the road less travelled by and that has made all the difference. ‘
I am sure this would be your advice!
Thank you for your continued support and we wish you the joys and
blessings of Christmas with warm wishes for the New Year. We look
forward to seeing you in 2021!
Ms Ann Rebgetz
Principal
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2020 Finalist, Small Training Provider,
Queensland Training Awards. Principal
Ann Rebgetz and Queensland Training
Awards respresentatives

In the Press

Stephen Kamal is sending a
container filled with 30,000
books to the other side of
the world

war, famine and hunger, and a lack of
education,” he said.

New hope: Stephen Kamal and his son
Donovan with the first shipment of
30,000 books bound for Africa.

Today, many classes are conducted
under trees and in dilapidated buildings
that are remnants of the war.

Stephen Kamal has a dream – to deliver
one million books to children in a wartorn region of Africa where he grew up.

“Some schools are actually located
near caves, so that when the Antonov
bombers come through to target the
villages, the kids can escape inside the
caves,” Mr Kamal said.

Last week, with the help of many
Catholic schools across Brisbane, Mr
Kamal oversaw a shipment of 30,000
books – stage one of his ambitious plan
to help educate young people in his
Nuba Mountain homeland.
“Our people have experienced nothing
but war for the last 30 years,” Mr Kamal,
who arrived in Australia as a 16-yearold, said.
The Nuba Mountains is geographically
in Sudan but the Nuba people were
allied to the South Sudanese during
many years of fighting.
They were persecuted because of their
Christian beliefs.
Mr Kamal arrived in Australia with only
his aunt.
It was not until three years ago that he
saw his mother for the first time since
his childhood.
Mr Kamal, now 30, finished his senior
schooling at St James College, Spring
Hill, and has continued information
technology studies at the Queensland
University of Technology.

In the Nuba Mountains more than 100
schools were flattened by targeted
bombing campaigns in 2015.

containing 30,000 books.
Collecting the books was one thing –
getting them to a remote African village
is another challenge.
Mr Ebrington contacted another past St
James student – logistics expert Todd
Crowley, operator of Crowleycorp, to
help in the delicate task of ensuring that
the first shipment of books could clear
all customs requirements and reach the
village of Tiberi where Mr Kamal grew
up.

By setting up a charity called One In
Four – the number of children who are
illiterate in many countries around the
world – Mr Kamal has called on some
old school connections to launch his
project.

Instead of just sending the books in
a hired shipping container, the One
In Four has bought a container that
will stay in the village so local people
have a “permanent” library where
the community can access books and
education.

United effort: Stephen Kamal with
Logistics expert Todd Crowley, left,
and St James College teacher Andrew
Ebrington, right. Photo: Jen Dainer /
Industrial Photo Video

“I thought it would be such a good idea
to transform a shipping container into
something that is going to give the
people a new lease on life,” Mr Kamal
said.

He contacted St James’ teacher Andrew
Ebrington, who said he was interested
and started the collection of used text
books from Catholic school libraries
across Brisbane.

Mr Ebrington is full of praise for Mr
Kamal’s charitable initiative and his
commitment to help children read and
write.

Some school communities asked
students to go through their own
personal book collections and donate
books they no longer needed.
Box by box, generously donated books
started to arrive.
Finally

there

were

1000

boxes

“We’re hoping this is just the start for
One In Four, that we can do this again.
“That’s the plan,” he said.
“There are refugee camps in Kenya and
Uganda that we hope to target.”
Published: Catholic Leader
June 18, 2020
By Mark Bowling

He firmly believes that a good education
can transform lives.
“My life is brighter through education,
and it’s the same future I want to give
my brothers and sisters who are still
experiencing the horrors of that civil

United effort: Stephen Kamal with Logistics expert
Todd Crowley, left, and St James College teacher
Andrew Ebrington, right. Photo: Jen Dainer / Industrial
Photo Video

New hope: Stephen Kamal and his son Donovan with the first shipment of 30,000 books bound for Africa.
Photo: Jen Dainer / Industrial Photo Video
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In the Press (cont’d)

Refugee Week shines brightly on Axel with
news about his family
THE discovery that his two sisters are alive in Africa means
the world to young refugee Axel Dushime.
The Year 12 St James College, Spring Hill student recently
received confirmation that his sisters – Nadine, 22, and
Palfait, 16, survived after his family was separated fleeing to
Kenya from war-torn Burundi five years ago.
“I believed one day I would find them,” Axel said.
Like most final year students, Axel has busied himself studying
and dreaming of the future, but he has also spent his time
hoping for a miraculous family reunion.
It has meant so much to him, after suffering the hardships of
conflict and displacement, before arriving in Australia.
Trawling through social media, he noticed a message from
Africa asking if anyone knew the family of two young women
by the names of Nadine and Palfait.
“I knew it had to be them,” he said, and soon after he was able
to speak on the phone to his sisters, living in poor conditions
in Kenya, but now safely with an aunt there.

He witnessed his father and brother shot dead during the
spiteful conflict between Burundi’s Hutu and Tutsi tribesmen.
He escaped with his mother to Kenya, in a forced movement
of people across the border, hiding in forests, and without
food and shelter.
During the chaos, his mother suffered terribly at the hands of
tribal soldiers, causing her sickness and trauma.
In Kenya, Axel said he would wake up at 5am to go to the
market to carry the heavy things for his mother, which still
caused him back pain.
“I lost hope in my future. I wanted to focus on my studies, but
that was not possible,” he said.
“There are things in life that I have learned, but there are
things I shouldn’t have learned for my age.”
Axel said St James College had offered him a second family
and a place to belong, overcoming language and cultural
barriers.
“Jimmies (St James College) has helped me a lot. I have lovely
teachers.
“They usually understand me.”

“I have already started applying for visa to allow them to
come to Australia.”

“When I am upset they encourage me. Without them I could
have lost hope for ever.”

Axel’s joyous news comes as Australia celebrates Refugee
Week from June 14 to 20.

Axel, who speaks five languages, said he hoped his studies
would lead him to help others – just as he has been supported
through his final years of education.

Refugee Week is Australia’s peak annual activity to inform the
public about refugees and celebrate positive contributions
made by refugees to Australian society.
For Axel, childhood was cut short by war.

“It has always been my dream to one day train to be a nurse
because of the devastation I witnessed in the healthcare
system in Africa,” he said.
Continued on page 5

Your Christmas season gift will change the lives of St James College students.
You are invited you to consider a tax-deductible gift this Christmas.
Since St James College opened in 1868, ‘Jimmies’ as the college is affectionately known, has welcomed students from an
array of cultural, socio-economic, and academic backgrounds.
We are grateful to our donors over the last twelve months who are so generous and supportive of our students in need. Many
students returning to school in January 2021 are in much need of support for their tuition and resources at school.
The St James College Bursary Endowment Fund is a tax-deductible perpetual fund that will provide long term support for
students who are experiencing challenging financial circumstances. This fund invests your gift in a bursary endowment and
each year the earnings generated provides funds for students to obtain an enriched Catholic education that would otherwise
be beyond reach. Your gift remains in perpetuity and keeps on providing year after year.
Faithful Friends Fund is designed to provide immediate and much-needed resources for students in challenging circumstances.
The fund covers the day-to-day operational costs of laptops, excursions, immersions, school uniforms, and transport.
To give now, please get in touch with the college on 3230 8600 or for more information please visit
https://catholicfoundation.org.au/articles/st-james-college/.
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“This motivates me to focus on my
dream despite the many challenges I
face.”
For Axel, the support offered by St
James College through its Faithful
Friends Fund, has been instrumental in
keeping his spirits high.
Through the fund, alumni and
supporters provide for students and
families in need, and provide Axel with a
uniform, laptop and school supplies, and
ensuring he can participate in school
events and excursions.
You can donate to the Faithful Friends
Fund at: https://catholicfoundation.
org.au/articles/endowment/st-jamescollege/
Published:
Catholic Leader June 14, 2020
By Mark Bowling

Giving to ensure a bright future for students at St James College
St James College Old Boy, Adrian Di Marco is passionate about
supporting disadvantaged students to attend the College.
When asked what drives his philanthropy to the school, Adrian said, “A quality
education and the support of teachers and staff at St James made a tremendous
difference in my own life. Education is one way to break out of poverty and ensure
a better future – I hope this gift makes that possible for Jimmies families who are
struggling.”
In June, Adrian and wife Kris, committed to personally matching all donations to
the St James Endowment Fund on a $2 for $1 basis. The goal of the campaign was to
grow the fund to $100,000 so that each year the annual distribution can be used to
support students in need. This support can be a lifeline to many St James students
and provides them with a uniform, laptop and the school supplies they need. The
fund will remain in perpetuity, providing a steady stream of bursaries for students
year after year.
The campaign was supported by John O’Hara, a fellow Old Boy, who spread the
word amongst past students. “If we can give these kids, who already face such
incredibly tough odds, a fighting chance to achieve success in life, to know the joy
of making life-long friends, and to have teachers that support and push them to
reach their full potential, then I think we have done a great thing as a community”,
said John.
At an afternoon tea held at the college last week, Adrian presented the matching
funds cheque to school principal, Ann Rebgetz. Together, the Jimmies community
raised more than $100,000 to give these students a bright future.
Published: Catholic Foundation, July 16, 2020

Joyful: St James College student and refugee Axel
Dushime has reason to smile in Refugee Week

Indigenous Graduation
Ann Rebgetz with Adrian Di Marco

Students across EREA schools celebrated their Year 12 Graduation on October 8,
at St Laurence’s College. Special congratulations went to St James College student,
Brendon Munkman-Steer who was honoured at the ceremony.
A beautiful liturgy was held and the theme of reaching your dream and belief in
self was propagated. The St James Indigenous Dance Group performed, and Uncle
Joe Kirk welcomed all to country and spoke of the importance of education.

Notices

DEATHS
Dennis Gordon (Class of 1962)
Passed 11 January 2020. R.I.P.
Dennis passed away after a short illness. He was a Life Member of Mooloolaba
Surf Life Saving Club where a service was held on March 29 to scatter his ashes.
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Yarning Circle
During Reconciliation Week the College
welcomed back past student Marlon Riley, to
officially open our Yarning Circle Sacred Space
with a special smoking ceremony. The Yarning
Circle is open to both Indigenous and NonIndigenous students to use for activities and to
connect with themselves on a spiritual level.
The College was also honoured to receive
Jennifer Kent’s magnificent totem poles, two
of which are located within the Yarning Circle.
The Land Pole has a campsite and footprints
representing the land with animal tracks
representing animals, the tree of life, and season
strip. The Sea Pole has elements of oceans
depicting around Minjerribah and Moorgumpin
– like shells, bubbles, coral, rock, sea grass,
waves
and
sand.
Fish
and
sea
turtle are the two key animals for the region. The Skye
Pole top has a representation of the three sisters in
the night sky. The sun, moon, clouds, rainbows and stars are
elements, showing how the sky changes, with animals being the
Black Cockatoo and the Eagle Hawk.
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Swiss Exchange Student – Moritz Stuker
The Rotary Club of Mitchelton proudly sponsored Moritz Stuker, from Bern in
Switzerland, as our Inbound Exchange Student for 2019-2020. Moritz arrived in
Brisbane in July as a fresh-faced schoolboy seeking adventure and excitement in a new
Country. It was evident from our first meeting that Moritz would seamlessly blend in to
the Australian way of life as he was so looking forward to enjoying the sunshine, beaches
and the relaxed and friendly way of life that Australia had to offer.
Moritz started in Year 11 at St James School only a couple of days after arriving in
Australia. He soon found that the schooling in Switzerland was indeed different from
Australia. No uniforms and much longer school days. It took Moritz a little while to find
his feet but once he did, he started to thrive in the school environment. He returned to
School in January 2020 as the House Captain for Mary Rice and he took this position
very seriously and was a great mentor to the students in his house and in particular the
new Grade 7’s. I know that Moritz made many friends in the school community and I am
sure that he will foster these friendships in the years to come.
Moritz also took his role as an Ambassador for the Rotary Youth Exchange Program
seriously. He attended most of our Club meetings and freely conversed with members
of all ages. He loved to help out with our community events and some that come to
mind were our monthly market stall in Blackwood Street at Mitchelton, organising some of the children’s games at our yearly
Halloween Event and more recently at our Annual Dinner/Silent Auction to raise funds for the Umoja Childrens Home in
Kenya. Moritz acquired a love of Australian birds and he showed a true artistic talent in drawing some of our wildlife. Moritz
drew a Galah and donated this as his personal contribution to be one of the Silent Auction items. It was much sought after and
started a bidding war so we were very grateful for that.
Another significant event on the Rotary Calendar is the Citizenship Ceremony that we host each year. It was wonderful for
Moritz to see 45 people become Australian Citizens and to see and embrace what it means to be an Australian.
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has swept across the whole world Moritz made the hard decision to cut
his stay in Australia short and return to Switzerland. He left Australia on a high after thoroughly enjoying his 9 months in our
Country. He got to see so much of our beautiful part of the world along with trips to Tasmania and Lady Elliot Island which was
his favourite place. I am sure that Moritz will return to Australia in the coming years as I believe he truly felt at home here. He
arrived as a boy and left as a mature young man who had learned a lot about himself and how to handle whatever situations
life throws at you.
Mitchelton Rotary would like to express thanks to St James College for hosting Moritz and making him a part of the
college Family.
Sandy Maguire
President, Rotary Club of Mitchelton

Rowing
Queensland Schools’ Rowing Championship Regatta
As the first and only rower for St James College, there are a few expectations
to live up to. The schools sporting successes are no small feat; they are one of
its prominent features.
When I first entered the rowing scene in September 2019 wearing the St James
singlet and walking into the School State Championships, it was quite daunting.
Going up against the likes of Nudgee, Terrace, Churchie and many other schools
with years devoted to their rowing programs and boys who train up to eight
times a week, it was all very challenging. Yet still I had success in coming first for
my Division, proudly wearing St James colors.
Since then I have been in only one other school event – mostly due to COVID-19 – but plan to go into many more for the school,
with the goal being again the State Championships in September 2021 as a Year 11 student over 2000m.
However, these opportunities do not come out of nowhere. There needs to be coaches to teach me how to become a better
rower, a boat to row in, and organizers to get things from place to place. I would like to thank my parents, Commercial Rowing
Club (CRC) for letting me use their boats and Michael Hawke – Coach of the Nudgee 2nd VIII boat – and Joanne Cook – Captain
of Commercial Rowing Club – for coaching me in both the mornings and afternoons. Without them this would not be possible.
I will continue to train hard in the hope to bring more success for St James. And hopefully the St James Rowing Program may
grow so more can experience this great sport.
Gibson Gray
Year 10 Student
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From the International Office
Our International Student Holiday Programs are developed
as an engaging way to introduce international students to all
Queensland has to offer during the school holidays. While visiting
Aussie icons, we hope the international students can create
friendships and memories that last a lifetime. This year, the Asian
Mid-Autumn Festival, or Moon Festival, fell on the same day as
China’s National Day, and we organised a trip to an Alpaca Farm
and a special dinner at a Chinese restaurant to celebrate.
Celebrations for the Moon Festival take place across East Asia in
countries including China, Japan, Korea and Vietnam, with families
gathering for dinner, lighting lanterns and eating mooncakes.
While it has no fixed date on the calendar, it traditionally falls on
the 15th day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar – a full
moon day. As many of the international students are away from
their families and have experienced a disruptive year, celebrating
these important events together is even more important.
The picnic at Mountview Alpaca Farm was an engaging and relaxing
experience for the students and staff involved. The alpacas helped
to reduce anxiety and break down communication barriers by
providing a safe environment for the students to develop social
skills without any external disruptions. We hope that spending
time with their school mates and the furry friends helped to build
the students’ resilience in the face of a crisis.
The dinner at Landmark Restaurant was a great chance for
students to spend time with one another, share a lovely meal and
celebrate the special holiday. Despite the distance from their
home countries, together with our international students, we
are sending blessings for their families, friends, and the offshore
students who are not able to return Australia yet, by viewing the
moon above us. As a Chinese poem goes “May we live long and
share the beauty of the moon together, even if we are hundreds
of miles apart”.
Ms Tamia Song
Coordinator, International Students

Basketball 2020
In 2020 the St James basketball program has enjoyed unbridled support and growth within its ranks. Numbers have increased
ten-fold and the demand for coaching expertise has skyrockets.
In typical Jimmies spirit our prayers have been answered and we have been able to assemble one of the greatest and wellrounded coaching staff in the country.
Founded in experience and achievement, sprinkled with knowledge and wisdom, and highlighted by youthful enthusiasm
and drive the coaching staff have reinvigorated the program and the athletes have enjoyed a unique self-directed learning
environment.
Meet the St James College Basketball coaching panel.
Andrea Gjinja
Andrea is one of our newest coaches and a huge find for the St James basketball program. He started
playing basketball at age 8, his dad played in the Albanian national team, and at 14 he moved to Italy to
play for Scavolini Pesaro. Here he learnt his trade and was able to reach the highest levels in basketball
playing Euroleague and being part of the Albanian National team for over 10 years. Once his playing
career ended, he began coaching junior basketball and has been coaching for the last 6 years passing on
his knowledge and experience.
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Bruce Palmer
Bruce Palmer has been a long-time supporter and mentor to the Jimmies basketball program. He has
been coaching for 35 years, winning many championships highlighted by an NBL championship (1989)
and under 22 World championship (1997). Coaching all levels including junior Australian teams, National
teams and state teams, Bruce has recently returned from heading up the NBA training centre in China.
His knowledge and experience are invaluable to the students at Jimmies where he offers an unparalleled
professional training environment. We are very fortunate to have him lead those wanting “the next level”
on a journey of excellence.
Leroy Loggins
Leroy Loggins began his work at Jimmies through his organisation Sporting Chance in 2012. Enticed
by our students hunger to learn, engage and listen, Leroy thoroughly enjoyed mentoring and providing
opportunities through an extra-curricular pathway. This year the Jimmies basketball program has been
blessed to be able to bring him on as a coach. Drawing on his 20 plus years of elite basketball, including 3
NBL Championships, 3 MVP’s, 9 NBL All-star appearances, 2 defensive player of the year awards, Leroy
brings an elite mindset combined with unique life experiences. This combination propagated by a genuine
care for student well-being has resulted in a formidable learning environment to be formed during his
training sessions. The access our students have to Leroy and to hear about his journey as someone who started small and
achieved great things adds another level of richness to our program and another avenue for our students to reach beyond
their dreams.
Brayden Heslehurst
This year we welcome Brayden to our coaching team. Currently the basketball development manager at
Logan Basketball, Head coach of the QBL/NBL1 Logan thunder, Brayden has a long history in basketball
as a coach and player. A passionate communicator, with a love of learning, one of his greatest assets is his
ability to relate to players both on and off the court. As a coach and development manager Brayden’s own
journey through basketball and into the working world offer an achievable pathway for our students once
they stop playing and enter the workforce. This is unique in that it allows for dreams to be greater than
winning championships, yet remain connected to the sport the students love.
Ranko Puseljic
Ranko was one of our first graduates to attend college in America. After graduating in 2012 he studied
IT at the University of Queensland before gaining a sports scholarship to New Mexico Highlands. Whilst
basketball was his passion, he was able to achieve top marks and graduated in 2018 with a Bachelor of
Arts Majoring in Exercise science. Whilst continuing to play in the NBL1 Ranko has begun to take more
responsibility as a coach within Jimmies program. Focusing on maintaining the Jimmies way, Ranko
understands the importance of team work, togetherness, resilience, and above all finding ways to improve
yourself and others. His reliability as a mentor means the students can reach out to him anytime and get
insightful answers on how to reach their goals.
Jesse Ghee
Jesse is a delightful addition to the Jimmies program in 2020. An elite basketball player Jesse is still
building his resume, playing for the Logan Thunder in QBL, before attending Fullerton College in America
(2016-2019) and working out and practicing with the Agua Caliente Clippers of the NBA G-league in
2019. He is currently signed to the Ipswich Force in the NBL1 and is looking to continue his professional
career in Europe this coming season. As a coach Jesses has been involved in junior basketball teams with
a long lineage of coaches and players coming from his family. Given our students often prefer to be shown
how to do something, we have been gifted a fantastic opportunity with Jesse not only able to explain how
things should be done but to show our students exactly what needs to be done. Jesse rounds out the program perfectly with a
mixture of excellence playing ability and knowledge.
Atem Atem
I would like to introduce you to a valued member of the Jimmies community and one of our most successful
and special basketballers. Atem Kuol Atem Bol was born 24 December 1991 in South Sudan. He and his
family spent four years in the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya before moving to Sydney, Australia, where
he was introduced to basketball by his high school teacher. He started to take the sport seriously when
he was offered a scholarship to Illawarra Sports High School in Wollongong, before moving to St James in
2009 where he began to craft his skills and passion for the game. From St James he earned a scholarship
to Northern Oklahoma College for the 2012-2013 season.
Atem made his Australian state league debut in 2014, playing a handful of games for the Ipswich Force in the Queensland
Basketball League (QBL) before moving to Adelaide as a member of the Adelaide 36ers for the 2014, 2015 and 2016 seasons.
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Basketball 2020 (cont’d)
In the offseason from the NBL, Atem signed with the North-West Tasmania Thunder for the 2016 SEABL season before
signing with the Goldfields Giants in 2017 averaging 5.0 points and 4.1 rebounds per game. In 2018 returned to the premier
league in Adelaide averaging 13.2 points, 7.4 rebounds and 1.0 assists per game. Continuing to improve in 2019 Atem signed
with the Shepparton Gators of the Big V averaging 19.37 points, 9.89 rebounds and 1.11 assists per game. Atem also played
for the South Sudanese national team at the FIBA AfroBasket 2017 qualifiers and in four games, he averaged 9.8 points and
9.3 rebounds per game.
Atem is a passionate coach and mentor for our young basketballers, he is a leader and will add considerable experience,
knowledge and skill to our program. We are excited to have him on board and look forward to his continued contribution.
Atem Bior

From St James College to the USA and back – with sights on 2024 Olympics
Atem Bior is arguably our most successful basketball Alumni in recent times. Arriving at St James in 2010
as a Year 9 student full of confidence and belief, he knew he was destined for greater things and set out to
fulfil that prophecy. He attended training religiously, studied hard and kept his eyes firmly on his goal of
winning St James first Champion Schools of Queensland, state championship. In 2013 as Captain of our
Jimmies team he made that dream a reality and brought our first State Championship Home. Later that
year at the National tournament he averaged 26 points a game, 23 rebounds and 6 blocks, being featured in the All Star 5 with
other big names such as Dante Exum and Boomers player Jake McVeigh. He led Jimmies to a 4th place in the Country which
was an unfathomable effort for a school with a total student number count under 400 at the time.
After school he then began his dream in the United States.
Having returned from the United States having fulfilled his dream as a Division 1 College athlete and with a Bachelor Degree
focusing on Kinesiology, Sociology and Communications, Atem has re-joined the Jimmies coaching team in the short term
whilst his plan on playing professionally are on hold with Coivd-19 restrictions. As a coach Atem offers evidence to the students
at St James that through hard work and diligence you can follow your dreams and achieve whatever you set your mind to.
We wish Atem all the best now and into the future as he continues to blaze a pathway, lighting the way for other students
to follow.
es student.
proud ex jimmi
this to you as a
eat people
ng
gr
iti
e
wr
som
am
I
me
t pride that
enough to have
ky
luc
ess at St
s
cc
I say with grea
wa
su
I
s
r my
day at St Jame
credit them fo
I
e.
g. They
rn
hin
By
yt
From my first
on
an
rr
that I could do
rington and Ki
ed me to believe
.
ow
such as Mr Eb
all
did
I
ey
at
th
e
wh
us
tly
nd beca
at is exac
n
James and beyo
ming big and th
rida with Gano
luxury of drea
elev8 Prep in Flo
to
st
mo
nt
e
we
granted me the
th
I
of
en
s wh
playing some
in America wa
I would end up
en deemed
My first stint
holarship where
ip could have be
Sc
tr
e
th
Th
on
.
es
3-m
at
a
St
e
Th
a division
in
s
ng
Baker on
te
tti
hle
ge
at
of
ep
m
hool and pr
achieve my drea
n’t
the time,
did
I
at
e
talented high sc
m
us
ca
roo
ss
or a “failure” be
urt or in the cla
co
e
th
lled New
on
ca
“unsuccessful”
gh
ol
ou
a division 2 scho
I wasn’t good en
udied and
end up going to
st
one scholarship.
I
to
e
gh
er
ou
wh
en
e
HU
fortunat
s at NM
official
however I was
spent two year
yed my first
s University. I
ar and then pla
ye
hlands
st
Hig
fir
ico
Mexico Highland
ex
my
M
ll. I redshirted
ways with New
ing
rt
Junior
pa
y
r
ar
te
played basketba
ilit
Af
.
M
at going to a
my second year
s, I decided th
llege was a
ar
college season in
Co
ye
r
l”
nio
fu
Ju
ss
e.
ce
on
o “unsuc
division
eed there.
because of tw
I wanted to go
rmined to succ
my next step if
, but I was dete
ct
ies and
fa
ud
e
st
th
college would be
t
bu
pt
ce
ing
was hard to ac
dicated to noth
de
y
ething
ar
ilit
som
M
step down so it
ing
ico
do
ex
day was spent
nths at New M
nute of every
I spent nine mo
mi
y
er
ev
y
all
an liter
eI
basketball. I me
e court becaus
translated to th
ol
th
ho
wi
sc
d
productive.
ne
at
th
sig
I
.
at
fers right away
took to succeed
t scholarship of
I spent the
.
ge
The discipline it
ion
d
ut
an
ll
tit
we
ins
ry
orm ve
a fantastic
ee where
was able to perf
Antonio which is
y Studies degr
of Texas at San
multidisciplinar
a
because
th
ee
wi
d
gr
the University
te
de
ua
is
th
there and grad
ications. I chose
un
mm
ucation
ed
Co
d
d
past two years
oa
an
y
rtant to have br
nesiology, Sociolog
world it is impo
rld requires
I focused in Ki
wo
ing
rn
ng
de
ha
mo
-c
e
er
this ev
ccess in th
tions
I believe that in
search areas. Su
en me many op
in different re
about. It has giv
wI
no
all
is
ht
ee
rig
gr
r
and be versed
ve
de
we
d that what my
is a blessing, ho
y
ich
pla
wh
to
ue
g
rs
kin
adaptability an
pu
loo
to
at career path
ll career as I am
in terms of wh
to my basketba
lf
se
my
e
at
dedic
rron
am choosing to
overseas.
rington and Ki
mestically and
ger, like Mr. Eb
big
ll do
wi
en
professionally do
I
ev
.
m
lia
ea
ra
dr
mpics for Aust
rward, I plan to
r all of the
y in the 2024 Oly
Now as I look fo
fo
pla
m
to
ea
is
dr
I
al
e
go
y next
m just lik
taught me. M
hieve that drea
my power to ac
hieve theirs.
ac
to
rk
everything in
wo
ld
that they shou
Jimmies family,
Cheers
Atem Bior

10

St James College

2020 Season Wrap Up
What an unpredictable, challenging and rewarding year 2020 has turned out to be. Full of surprises, new pathways and
opportunities it has been a joy to be involved with so many passionate and great people. I would like to thank the students,
teachers, and greater Jimmies community for banding together and pushing Jimmies to new heights in what seemed at times
like insurmountable odds.
This year was always going to be different, more athletes, more coaches and a huge increase in support from the school and its
community. In early January we planned on putting together the most comprehensive season to date. Beginning with a larger
coaching team including NBL legends Bruce Palmer and Leroy Loggins as well as former Div 1 College athlete Jesse Ghee and
Euroleague Veteran Andre Gjinaj. We also committed to our first international trip to New Zealand, and to attend the national
titles with junior and senior teams. These plans aligned perfectly with the return of our coaches Atem Atem, Atem Bior and
Ranko Puseljic who continue to develop their practice and brought a wealth of knowledge about the Jimmies spirit and the
Jimmies way.
However even the best laid plans can come undone and in 2020 Covid-19 was the interruption. With all school and sporting
activities cancelled for over three months and interstate and international events suspended indefinitely the year looked lost.
However, in true Jimmies spirit our hopes remained high and as soon as regulations allowed, our students were back at it
working hard improving their games.
Much to everyone’s gratitude a few tournaments resumed. The first was the inagural Marsden international. Held over three
gruelling days the Open Boys were able to take out the championship against the hosts Marsden. This was an outstanding
achievement given our preparation time and the age of our team.
Following on from this the Open boys and Open girls competed in the CBSQ for 2020. This tournament was never going to
be easy with more teams than ever, a new format and new competition rules. Both teams competed with true jimmies spirit
fighting hard in every match up and sticking together to the end. Although we weren’t able to win any medals all players learnt
a lot which will feed into our success in years to come.
The last tournament for the year was the inaugural Junior CBSQ, with Sophomore Boys, and Junior Boys and Junior Girls
competing. The Sophomore Boys coached skilfully by an original member of the Jimmies family Atem Atem, showed lots of
promise and revealed the emergence of some future stars. The Junior Boys played hard and together and began laying the
foundation for a championship run in 2021. It was the Junior Girls who excelled above all others battling
their way to the bronze medal game, before finding themselves 10 points down at half time. An inspired
half time speech by our greatest support Principal Ann Rebgetz, the Junior Girls rallied with renewed
Jimmies spirit, wining the second half and winning our first medal for the Girls program in 10 years.
We are all looking forward to 2021 with greater experience, fight and drive to improve. I hope you all
have a fantastic break and look forward to life getting back to normal very soon.
Mr Kirron Byrne
Director of Basketball

Stay Connected
The College would like to encourage our Alumni to receive correspondence electronically. If you currently receive newsletters,
invitations etc via post, please consider providing me with your email address, thank you.
Past Students please send the details below to:
Naomi Ritchie, Principal’s Assistant
St James College
201 Boundary Street
Brisbane QLD 4000
Phone: (07) 3230 8686
Naomi.Ritchie@stjamescollege.qld.edu.au
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Title and last name
• Last name at school
First name
• Telephone
New address
• Previous address
Email
• Last year at St James and year level
Occupation/skills/interests
Please share any highlights or good news stories about yourself that
St James College and past students could share in and celebrate with you.
Please advise if you would prefer not to receive information from the Past Students’ Association.
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Outdoor Recreation
It has been an interesting year for Outdoor Recreation for St James
College and all its students but in true Jimmies Spirit we have had a very
adventurous year full of challenging activities no matter what restrictions
we had to face.
The students were tested in all aspects of resilience in the Australian bush
and used their problem-solving skills along the way. The year started with a
camp at Jimmies on the dam with 200mm of rain falling in 72 hours and the
students staying put until the flood waters receded. They learnt how to cross
flooded creeks and the rescue techniques in high flow running water. They
also went through the procedures of waterproofing their gear and themselves
along with their shelters.
As the year progressed the students hiked Mt Edwards, did a night time hike out
to Corona Falls, kayaked at lake Wyaralong is windy conditions, hiked the base of
Mt Barney in cold wet conditions, climbed the summit of Yellow Pinch and paddled
Maroon Dam. The Outdoor recreation classes involved students from Year levels
9, 10, 11 and 12, with the Senior Year Levels completing their Certificate II in
Outdoor Recreation.
There are many challenges that the students face and it is extremely humbling at
times to see the resilience and problem solving skills that the students displayed
along with respect for each other and the team work shown to make sure that no
one was left behind and that everyone succeeds. To say that the students have
faced some extreme challenges this year especially with the weather would be an
understatement but in true Jimmies Spirit the students overcame everything in
front of them and never gave up.
We are all looking forward to 2021 with camps planned for further adventures
and challenges in more remote areas to allow the students to truly display their
courage and resilience and to demonstrated that Jimmies Spirit of never giving up.
Mr Darin Coombs
Outdoor Recreation Teacher
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Indigenous and Pacific Islander Cultural Camp
On the last weekend of the June/July school holidays, a group of staff from the College took 24 of our Indigenous and Pacific
Islander students from Years 7 to 12 on a cultural camp to Jimmies at Maroon Dam. This cultural camp was a great opportunity
for our students to get back in touch with their culture. As part of their culture, we completed many activities, which included:

Lovo / Kup-Murri / Hangi (food cooked underground)
This type of cultural cooking requires a lot of work. On the first day, the male students dug a three-foot hole in the ground in
which the food would be cooked. Some of the other male students and female students assisted by walking through the bush
to collect rocks/stones and firewood to cook the food on the first day of camp. On the second day of camp, the male students
started the fire to begin the cooking process, with the guidance of Mr Kubunameca. Mr Stocks, Mr Tora, Ms Tuvalu and Ms
Tora guided the other students with the food preparation by wrapping pork, corned beef, chicken, sweet potato, potato and
pumpkin up in foil an then banana leaves, which was placed underground in the pit for four hours. All students who were
involved in this cultural cooking were very proud of the outcome and the experience – the food was amazing!

Song and Dance
The female students were also taught a Samoan and Rotuma (Fijian) dance by Ms Tuvalu and Mr Tora. I taught the students
two Torres Strait Islander songs - ‘Taba Naba’ (come to the beach and have some fun) and ‘Inanay’ (story about a goanna). We
completed day two with the singing of many cultural songs.

Student Reflections
I really enjoyed the camp, particularly the inclusiveness and the camaraderie. It was good to learn new cultural songs and
dances. – Cardell Jones, Year 10
Mr Jon Reuben
Indigenous Engagement and Cultural Officer
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Jimmies Racing Car
On Friday 16 October, Certificate II Engineering students finished
constructing their Formula Student program racing car to participate in
a six-hour endurance race at the at Lakeside Raceway against 25 other
schools!
The St James College race team achieved third place at the race day in
their first year of the program.
This has never been achieved before by any school in their first year! A
fantastic result and we look forward to next year’s car and race day.
All students in the class participated in the driving after completing their driver training and special licence acquisition. The
students did an exceptional job with the completion of the car and engine. Their precision in welding the frame, and the power
of the vehicle along with the impressive presentation.
The College works with the RTO of Formula Student and we are very appreciative of their support. The students gain incredible
skills and can walk into apprenticeships if they want to. They can also complete engineering at University with hands-on
experience placing them well ahead of their peers!
Credit goes to Mr Mark Holmes, Mr Anthony Hill and Mr Ian Wardrop in their teaching of these skills and making this happen
to such a professional level.
Well done to the following students – Alex Dushime, Nathan Gibbs, Finn McIntosh, Joseph Powell, Sam Stott, Ahmad Rezai,
Plamedi Loko and Steven Pham, in completing this two-year project and competing!

Where are they now?
Dr Robert V Anderson OAM (1940)
Reflecting on my days at St Jimmies, the days of trams and
the tram concession passes, our school was one stop past the
Wharf Street section.
I remember the St Patrick’s Day Celebrations when Catholic
Schools in Brisbane area gathered in Elisabeth Street in
the City wearing our school uniform, cap and cummerbund
around our waist. Our school colours were maroon and gold,
our chant was:
Maroon and Gold
We are the boys
Who are brave and bold
Maroon and Gold
Maroon and Gold
My years at St Jimmies laid the foundation through education
which led to a life of rich experiences culminating in the
publication of my book.
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History Life and Times of Robert Anderson
Gheebelum, Ngugi, Mulgumpin
A community and personal history of a Ngugi Elder of
Mulgumpin in Quandamooka, South East Queensland,
Australia.
History Life and Times of Robert Anderson is available from
the following bookshops:
State Library of Queensland Bookshop
Avid Reader Bookshop West End
Museum on Minjerribah shop
https://stradbrokemuseum.com.au/

Duku Fore (2014)
Duku Fore attended St James College in Year 11, 2013 – Year 12, 2014. Duku
is now a published author. In March this year, Duku presented the College
with a copy of his Memoir ‘The Poor Kid with Rich Dreams’ as a thank you
for the genuine welcome and wonderful opportunities the College gave
him during his two years at Jimmies. Duku is keen to have the book reach
other students, and hopes in some way, it may support and encourage them
in their journey to embrace and make the most of opportunities when they
come along.

John Ellingsen Snr (1962)
I attended St James from 1957 to 1962. Back in those days Grade 10
or Junior Certificate was the finish of your education at St James. If you
wished to further your education, you would then need to attend another
school. Some boys then moved on to St. Joseph’s College Gregory Terrace.
Most of us were happy to finish in Year 10 and find a job. When we left
school a large number of us played Rugby League in the winter and were
lifesavers in the summer. I played for Wests Mitchelton Junior Rugby
League Club and joined the Coolum Beach Surf Life Saving Club.
In 1969 St. James College and the Coolum Surf Club began a relationship
which was not planned. I was a friend of Bill McWhirter whose sons Peter
and Michael attended St James. Bill was keen for his boys to join a surf
club when they were old enough.
I took Peter McWhirter to the Coolum Club when he was 14 years of age.
When Peter told his classmates how good it was some of them also joined.
The following year approximately 10 boys joined, and this system continued for the next 10 years providing the Coolum Club
with a steady stream of new members.
A large number of us became addicted to surf boats and Peter and I ended up rowing together in the same crew for a number of
years. As a matter of fact, I continue to compete in surf boat competition today and I think that our crew is probably the oldest
crew in Australia. We are all in our mid- seventies but think we are much younger!

Riley McIntosh (2017)
I am currently studying a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Spanish and
Security Studies at Griffith University. During my senior year at St James
I was very unsure of what I wanted to do post school.
Although being heavily involved with the school gave me an insight of
the line of work I wanted to endeavour. The social justice program at St
James, including the Breakie Van, Project Compassion, Caritas and also
participating in the East Timor Immersion in 2016. All of these activities
sparked my passion for humanitarian aid and advocacy work, and led me
to the decision of majoring in Security Studies at university.
Also, I studied Spanish recreationally when I was younger however
I decided I wanted to study the language seriously in grade 11. The
school made that possible for me as the subject was incorporated in my
timetable through an online, distant education school. St James catered
for me and were extremely accommodating. In fact, I wouldn’t be where
I am today if it weren’t for their generosity and helpfulness.
During my studies, I hope to embark on a Peru Study Tour which includes
weeks of community development. For the future, I hope to continue my
passion of humanitarian and advocacy work.
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Alumni Gathering
The annual Alumni Gathering was held in the College
Hall on Friday 6 November. There was a great
atmosphere of camaraderie in the room as all gathered
to celebrate 152 years of St James College!
Over 100 past students and staff along with those
currently at the College were warmly welcomed. It
was wonderful to catch up with past students from the
1950s through to 2019 along with Br Vince Connors,
Br Michael Bible and Mr Jim Bartlett.
A most entertaining story was recounted by John
Ellingsen Snr and there were many groups fondly
reminiscing of their time at Jimmies.
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