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LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
 

The reality of the Edmund Rice Identity Touchstones is that we strive to cater for each and every one of our 

students to see them have a sense of self, sense of direction, and develop their technical and enterprise skills 

to equip them to step into credentialed pathways. 

At the forefront of contemporary education and 2023 WINNERS of the Australian Trading Awards in 
the School Pathways to VET category , St James College blends extensive offerings in academic and 
vocational subjects with rich and innovative curriculum support programs tailored to meet the needs 
of every student.  
 
“We are passionate about seeing all students succeed. By providing a variety of learning pathway 
options including a range of subjects, programs, apprenticeships, sport, and cultural activities, this 
supports students to reach for the stars and achieve their dreams.”  

St James is exemplary in the continued success in delivering a hybrid educational model that considers 
the skills necessary for workplaces for the future. A mix of both “hard” skills, those related to 
technical knowledge and training, and “smart” skills, those related to leadership, communication, and 
time management, will be imperative.  

Students choose from flexible curriculum pathways that lead to tertiary study, further training, or 
employment. The college has strong industry links in growth employment industries and relationships 
with local and international educational institutions and universities supporting post-school 
pathways.  

The range of academic subjects is enhanced by vocational and co-curricular programs including sport, 
debating, cultural, and advocacy activities that equip students with the skills necessary to succeed in 
workplaces of the future. 

Through expert teaching and learning, classroom interactions, and co-curricular offerings in creativity, 
problem solving, critical thinking, and communication, St James students are well equipped to become 
future global citizens.  

 

 

 

 

Ms Ann Rebgetz 
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VET 

 

 
OPTIONS IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL  
The Senior School curriculum provides options for a wide range of learners. Upon successful completion of 

the Senior Years at St James College, students will receive a Queensland Certificate of Education (accessible 

via the MyQCE website by students themselves – the College does not issue this).  Students who are 

successful in attaining a Certificate qualification through St James as the Registered Training Organisation 

(RTO) will receive their Certificate from St James prior to or on Graduation.  Students who attain a Certificate 

qualification through an external RTO, will be sent their Certificate from that RTO in the weeks after 

completion.  

 

PATHWAY OPPORTUNTIES   

Students are given the opportunity to study General, Applied or Certificate Subjects throughout Years 11 and 
12. Regardless of if students choose to pursue an ATAR or VET Pathway they can still enter University, TAFE or 
Employment when they finish school. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

5 General 

Subjects 

4 General Subjects 

And either 

1 Applied Subject, 

1 Cert III School 

Based Traineeship, 

Or 

1 Cert III or Higher 

VET Qualification 

  

0-3 General 

Subjects 

And either 

3-6 Applied 

Subjects 

3-6 Certificate 

I/II/III or Higher 

VET Qualifications 

  

TAFE 

Private RTOs 

School Based 

Apprenticeship 

  

ATAR 

UNIVERSITY, TAFE or EMPLOYMENT 
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ATAR  

The calculation of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) will be based on either: 

• best five General subject results or  

• best results in a combination of four General subject results plus ONE Applied subject result or a 

Certificate III or higher VET qualification.  

The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) has responsibility for ATAR calculations.  

 

 

English requirement eligibility for an ATAR will require satisfactory completion of a QCAA English 

subject (General English, Essential English or English as an Additional Language). While students 

must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it is not mandatory for a student’s English 

result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR.  

The Senior External Examinations are General subject examinations provided across Queensland in 

October and November each year. These are weighted to be either 25% or 50% of a student’s final 

grade in General Subjects.  

 

An ATAR is NOT the only way to gain entry to University. Many universities 

now accept students with a completed Certificate III qualification. Please 

see one of our Careers Team for your best pathway options.  

  

ATAR

5 General Subjects

4 General Subjects PLUS:

- 1 Applied Subject 

or

- Completed Certificate III or above  
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QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

(QCE)  

The QCE is Queensland’s senior secondary schooling 

qualification. Students can choose from a wide range of 

learning options to suit their interests and career goals.  

To receive a QCE, students must achieve the set amount of 

learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while meeting 

literacy and numeracy requirements. 

Student must obtain 20 points during Years 11 and 12 to 

receive a QCE. Students will receive 1 point for every 

semester they receive a Sound Achievement or above in 

General and Applied subjects, plus additional points for 

certificate courses. Importantly, students who do not 

receive a passing grade will not receive a point for the given 

subject during that semester.  

 

QCE REQUIREMENTS  

 

 

 

As students must obtain at least 20 points to gain a QCE, students are 

encouraged to: 

Choose subjects at the start of Year 11 that match their interest and ability 

Commit to finishing these subjects with at least a “C” (pass) grade 

Connect to industry and work experience  
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QCE CATEGORY REQUIREMENTS  
The QCE lets you choose from a wide range of subjects and courses. There are three categories of 
learning — Core, Preparatory and Complementary — and some subjects and courses are worth 
more credit than others. The table below lists the types of courses, their QCE category, credit values 
and Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) eligibility. 

 

 
EXAMPLES OF QCE PATHWAYS 
There are dozens of possible course combinations that may lead to a QCE. Your QCE pathway will 
depend on your goals, and the subjects and courses your school offers. These are just a few 
examples of subject combinations that meet QCE requirements: 

Example 1  

A student enrols in six General 

subjects (Core category) over four 

semesters 

Example 2 

A student enrols in four Applied 

subjects (Core category) over four 

semesters and two VET 

qualifications. 

Example 3  

A student enrols in a combination 

of General and Applied subjects 

and completes learning as part of 

a school-based apprenticeship in 

Carpentry. 

• General English (4 points) 

• Mathematical Methods (4 

points) 

• Biology (4 points) 

• Chemistry (4 points) 

• Physics (4 points) 

• Study of Religion (4 points) 

• Essential English (4 points) 

• Essential Maths (4 points) 

• Religion and Ethics (4 points) 

• Visual Art in Practice (4 

points) 

• Certificate III in Health 

Support Services (8 points) 

• Certificate II in Outdoor 

Recreation (4 points) 

• Essential English (4 points) 

• General Mathematics (4 

points) 

• Religion and Ethics (4 points) 

• Legal Studies (4 points) 

• Certificate I Furnishing (2 

points) 

• Certificate I Construction (3 

points) (School-based) 

QCE projection: 24 points QCE projection: 28 points QCE projection: 21 points 
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SUBJECT AND VET CERTIFICATE OFFERINGS  

Select a Literacy course (English) 
Applied General 

o  Essential English 
 

o General English 
o English as an Additional Language  

Select a Numeracy course (Mathematics) 

Applied General 
o Essential Mathematics o General Mathematics   

o Mathematical Methods (MM)  
o Specialist Mathematics (SM)* 

*SM must be taken with MM. 

Select a Religion course 

Applied General 
Religion and Ethics Study of Religion 

You can choose from any of the following 3 subjects (timetable lines may impact your preferences). 
Students undertaking *Specialist Mathematics can only choose 2 subjects. 

Applied VET Qualifications General 
The Arts: 

o Visual Arts in 
Practice  

o Music in Practice 
o Dance in Practice 

The Arts:  
o Certificate II in Creative Industries  

 
Business and Technology: 

o Certificate II in Workplace Skills 
o Certificate III in Business 
o Certificate III in Information 

Technology   
 
Science: 

o Certificate II in Sampling and 
Measurement 

o Certificate III in Laboratory Skills 
 
Hospitality: 

o Certificate II in Hospitality  
 

Trade Skills: 
o Certificate I in Construction  
o Certificate I in Furnishing  
o Certificate II in Engineering 

Pathways 
 

Health and Fitness: 
o Certificate II in Sports Coaching 

(can lead to Cert III in Yr 12 2026) 
o Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation 
o Certificate II in Salon Assistant 
o Certificate III in Fitness 
o Certificate II/III in Health Support 

Services 
 

 

Science  
o Biology 
o Physics 
o Chemistry 

 
Business 

o Accounting 
 
Humanities and PE 

o Modern History 
o Legal Studies 
o Physical Education 
o Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait 
Islander Studies* 

 
Languages 

o Chinese 
 
External (cost attached) 

o Japanese 
o Arabic 
o Korean 
o Vietnamese 
o ..and more 

(if a student is a native speaker 
of a language please ask about 
doing the Senior External 
Examination for that language at 
the end of Year 12. SOME 
languages are available for a 
100% external examination in 
October of Yr 12 which can 
contribute to an ATAR score) 

 
 

*Students are 
invited to 
express their 
interest in this 
subject which 
might be 
offered in 
2025 (TBC) 

 



 

 ENGLISH OFFERINGS 

Essential English Applied  Up to 4 QCE points 

Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, literature and literacy to enable them to 
interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community and social contexts. 
Choose this subject if English is not a subject you enjoy generally, and find it fairly challenging 

In studying Essential English, students will learn about: 

• Language That Works 

- Work skills 

- Work rules and procedures 

• Texts and Human Experiences 

- Blame in the news media 

- Autobiography  

• Language That Influences 

- Persuasion for social justice  
- Responding to persuasive texts 

• Representations and Popular Culture Texts 

- Representations of Australians in pop culture  

How will students be assessed? 
 
Extended Response — spoken/signed response 4-6 
minutes 
 
Extended Response — multimodal response 4-6 minutes 
 
Extended Response — written response 500-800 words 
 
Common Internal Assessment 
90 minutes – 400-600 words 

Where can Essential English lead? 
Lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts, including vocational education and employment. Some universities 
will accept Essential English (rather than General English) as the pre-requisite for some courses.  

 

General English General   Up to 4 QCE points 

English focuses on the study of both literary texts and non-literary texts, developing students as independent, 
innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of language. 
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English 
Choose this subject if you enjoy reading longer texts, writing and thinking critically, and are wanting an ATAR path 

In studying English, students will learn about: 

• Perspectives and Texts 

- Representations of the hero in science fiction 
short stories and TV shows or films 

- Critical analysis of the Shakespearean play 
Hamlet 

• Texts and Culture 
- Notions of personal and identities in texts 

- Subverting the hero in Australian film 

• Textual Connections 

- Analysing current social issues in print media 

- Representations of power in a play and a 
selection of poetry  

• Close Study of Literary Texts 

- Constructing an imaginative response to a literary 
text 

- Critical responses to literary texts – critical 
analysis of the Shakespearean play Macbeth 

How will students be assessed?  
 
Extended response — written response for a public 
audience (25%) Written: 1000–1500 words 
 
Extended response — persuasive spoken response (25%). 
Spoken: 5–8 minutes 
 
Examination — imaginative written response (25%) 
Written: 800–1000 words  
Time: 2 hours plus planning (15 minutes) 
 
Examination — analytical written response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours plus planning time (15 minutes)  
Length: 800–1000 words 

Where can General English lead? 
Pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary studies such as Law and Education. This subject is a pre-requisite for 
many university courses.  
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English as an Additional 
Language (EALD) 

General  Up to 4 QCE points 

English as an Additional Language is designed for students for whom English is not their first or home language. 
 
Recommended achievement: C average in Year 10 English 
 
Choose this subject if English is NOT your first language, you are able to write 800 words in English without relying 
on translators all the time, and you enjoy reading and writing in English 

In studying English as an Additional Language, students 
will learn about: 

• Language, Text and Culture 
- Representations of groups in media texts 

- A close study of Shakespeare’s play Othello 

• Perspectives in Texts 

- Analysis of a range of Australian poetry as 
stimulus for creating an imaginative response 

- Analysing the themes and characters in an 
Australian novel 

• Issues, Ideas and Attitudes 

- Analysing the persuasive power of media texts 

- Analysing how the same concept in represented 
in two different texts 

• Close Study of Literary Texts 

- Analysis of a range of historical poetry as 
stimulus for creating an imaginative response 

- A critical analysis of the Shakespearean play 
Macbeth 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Extended response — persuasive written response (25%). 
Length: 800 – 1000 words 
 
Extended response — imaginative spoken response (25%) 
 Length: 5–8 minutes 
 
Examination — comparative analytical written response 
Time: 2 hours plus planning (15 minutes) 
Length: 800–1000 words 
 
Examination — analytical written response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours plus planning time (15 minutes)  
Length: 800–1000 words 

Where can EALD lead? 
Pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary studies. This subject is a pre-requisite for many university courses. 
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MATHEMATICS OFFERINGS 

Essential Mathematics Applied  Up to 4 QCE points 

Essential Mathematics’ major domains are number, data, location and time, measurement and finance. 
 
Students studying Numeracy Short Course (NSC) in Year 2 Semester 2 can only select Essential Mathematics 

In studying Essential Mathematics, students will learn 
about: 

• number, data and graphs 

• money, travel and data 

• measurement, scales and data 

• graphs, chance and loans 

How will students be assessed? 
 
2 problem-solving and modelling assignments  
 
Common Internal Assessment examination 
 

Where can Essential Maths lead? 
Trades, employment, vocational education, industry and employment 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General Mathematics General  Up to 4 QCE points 

General Mathematics’ major domains are Number and algebra, Measurement and geometry, Statistics, and Networks 
and matrices 
Recommended achievement:  C+ average in Year 10 Mathematics 
Semester 2 Pre-requisite:  Year 10 Core Mathematics or Mathematics Extension 
 
Choose this subject if Mathematics is a subject you enjoy and are good at, and/or if you plan to work in trades that 
require solid mathematical skills. 
 

In studying General Mathematics, students will learn 
about: 

• money, measurement and relations 

• applied trigonometry, algebra, matrices and 
univariate data 

• bivariate data, sequences and change, and Earth 
geometry 

• investing and networking. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Problem-solving and modelling task (20%) 
Write: - up to 10 pages (including tables, figures and 
diagrams) - maximum of 2000 words 
 
Examination (15%) Time: 120 minutes 
  
Examination (15%) Time: 120 minutes 
  
Examination (50%) Paper 1 - 90 minutes.  
Paper 2 - 90 minutes  

Where can General Mathematics lead? 
Tertiary Education pathways such as education, finance, IT, social science, business, and is useful for trades that are 
underpinned by solid understanding of mathematical principles such as carpentry. 
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Mathematical Methods General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Mathematical Methods’ major domains are algebra, functions, relations and their graphs, calculus and statistics.  This is a 
challenging subject that requires high dedication to attending school and completing homework tasks. 
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 Mathematics 
Semester 2 Pre-requisite:  Year 10 Extension Mathematics 

In studying Mathematical Methods, students will learn 
about: 

• algebra, statistics and functions 

• calculus and further functions 

• further calculus 

• further functions and statistics. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Problem-solving and modelling task (20%) 
Write: - up to 10 pages (including tables, figures and 
diagrams) - maximum of 2000 words 
 
Examination (15%) Time: 120 minutes 
  
Examination (15%) Time: 120 minutes 
  
Examination (50%) Paper 1 - 90 minutes.  
Paper 2 - 90 minutes 

Where can Mathematical Methods lead? 

• natural and physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry) 

• mathematics and science education 

• medical and health sciences (including human biology, biomedical science, nanoscience and forensics)  

• engineering (including chemical, civil, electrical and mechanical engineering, avionics, communications and mining)  

• computer science (including electronics and software design 

• Commerce, economics and advanced business  

 
 

Specialist Mathematics* General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Specialist Mathematics’ major domains are vectors and matrices, real and complex numbers, trigonometry, statistics and 
calculus.  This is a challenging subject that requires high dedication to attending school and completing homework tasks. 
 
*Students who select Specialist Mathematics must also undertake Mathematical Methods  
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 Mathematics 
Semester 2 Pre-requisite:  Year 10 Extension Mathematics  
 

In studying Specialist Mathematics, students will learn 
about: 
 

• combinatorics, vectors and proof 

• complex numbers, trigonometry, functions and 
matrices 

• mathematical induction, and further vectors, 
matrices and complex numbers 

• further calculus and statistical inference. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Problem-solving and modelling task (20%) 
Write: - up to 10 pages (including tables, figures and 
diagrams) - maximum of 2000 words 
 
Examination (15%). Time: 120 minutes 
  
Examination (15%) Time: 120 minutes 
  
Examination (50%) Paper 1 - 90 minutes. Paper 2 - 90 
minutes 

Where can Specialist Mathematics lead? 
Advanced science, all branches of mathematics and statistics, computer science, medicine, engineering, finance, and 
economics. 
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RELIGION OFFERINGS 

All students are required to select ONE of the Religious Education subjects for Years 11 and 12 

Religion and Ethics Applied  Up to 4 QCE points 

Religion & Ethics focuses on the personal, relational and spiritual perspectives of human experience. Students 
investigate and critically reflect on the role and function of religion and ethics in society. 
 
 

In studying Religion & Ethics, students will learn about: 
 

• Who am I (the personal perspective)? 

• Who are we (the relational perspective)? 

• Is there more than this (the spiritual 
perspective)? 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Project 
 
Investigation 
 
Extended Response 
 
Examination 
 

 
 

Studies of Religion General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Study of Religion investigates religious traditions and how religion has influenced, and continues to influence, 
people’s lives. Students become aware of their own religious beliefs, the religious beliefs of others, and how people 
holding such beliefs are able to co-exist in a pluralist society. 
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English 
 
Choose this subject if you enjoy learning about history, different faiths traditions, and you enjoy reading and 
writing 

In studying Study of Religion, students will learn about: 
 

• sacred texts and religious writings 

• religion and ritual 

• religious ethics 

• religion, rights and the nation-state. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
examination — extended response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours  
Length: written 800–1000 words 
 
investigation — inquiry response (25%) 
Written: 1500–2000 words 
 
investigation — inquiry response (25%) 
Written: 1500–2000 words 
 
External Examination — short response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours 

Studying Study of Religion can lead to: 
Anthropology, the arts, education, journalism, politics, psychology, religious studies, sociology, social work. 
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OTHER GENERAL OFFERINGS  

Accounting  General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Accounting provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of the essential role of organising, analysing 
and communicating financial data and information in the successful performance of any organisation.  
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English/Mathematics 
 
Choose this subject if you like Mathematics and/or Business 

In studying Accounting, students will learn about: 
 

• real world accounting 

• management effectiveness 

• monitoring a business 

• accounting — the big picture. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Examination — combination response (25%) 
Time:  2 hours  
 
Examination — combination response (25%) 
Time:  2 hours 
 
Project — cash management (25% 
business report, 800–1000 words 
 
Examination — short response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours 

Studying Accounting can lead to: 
accounting, business, management, banking, finance, law, economics, commerce. 

 

Biology General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Biology provides opportunities for students to engage with living systems. 

Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 Senior Science 

Choose this subject if you like Earth Science and learning about all living things 

In studying Biology, students will 
learn about: 
 

• cells and multicellular 
organisms 

• maintaining the internal 
environment 

• biodiversity and the 
interconnectedness of life 

• heredity and continuity of life. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Data test (10%) 
Time: 60 minutes plus 10 minutes perusal. 
Length: up to 500 words 
 
Student experiment (20%) 
written (e.g. scientific report), 1500–2000 words or  multimodal presentation (e.g. 
scientific poster presentation), 9–11 minutes 
 
Research investigation (20%) 
Length:  written (e.g. scientific essay), 1500–2000 words or multimodal 
presentation (e.g. scientific conference presentation), 9–11 minutes. 
 
External examination (50%). 
Paper 1 Time: 90 minutes  
Paper 2 Time: 90 minutes  

Studying Biology can lead to: 
Medicine, forensics, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, environmental rehabilitation, 
biosecurity, quarantine, conservation, sustainability. 
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Chemistry General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Chemistry is the study of materials and their properties and structure. 
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 Senior Science 
 
Choose this subject if you like Science and learning about Chemical reactions and substances. This is a challenging subject 
that requires high dedication to attending school and completing homework tasks. 

In studying Chemistry, students will learn about: 
 

• chemical fundamentals — structure, properties and 
reactions 

• molecular interactions and reactions 

• equilibrium, acids and redox reactions 

• structure, synthesis and design. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Data test (10%) 
Time: 60 minutes plus 10 minutes perusal. 
Length: up to 500 words 
 
Student experiment (20%) 
written (e.g. scientific report), 1500–2000 words or  
multimodal presentation (e.g. scientific poster 
presentation), 9–11 minutes 
 
Research investigation (20%) 
Length:  written (e.g. scientific essay), 1500–2000 words or 
multimodal presentation (e.g. scientific conference 
presentation), 9–11 minutes. 
 
External examination (50%). 
Paper 1 Time: 90 minutes  
Paper 2 Time: 90 minutes  

Studying Chemistry can lead to: 
forensic science, environmental science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy, toxicology 

 

Chinese  General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Chinese provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the Chinese language and the 
communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective negotiation of experiences and meaning across cultures and 
languages. 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 Chinese  
 
Choose this subject if you like or are good at learning languages 

In studying Chinese, students will 
learn about: 

• my world 

• exploring our world 

• our society 

• my future. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
Examination — short response (15%) 
Time:75–85 minutes 
 
Examination — combination response (30%) 
Time: 90–100 minutes 
 
Extended response (30%) 
Part 1: Length: 4-8 minutes in Chinese. 
Part 2: Length: 5–7 minutes of unprepared student-centred conversation in Chinese 
with the teacher 
 
Examination — combination response (25%). 
Time: 120 minutes 

Studying Chinese supports: Business, hospitality, law, technology, sociology, international relations, politics, policy 
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Legal Studies General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Legal Studies focuses on the interaction between society and the discipline of law and explores the role and development 
of law in response to current issues. Students study the legal system and how it regulates activities and aims to protect the 
rights of individuals, while balancing these with obligations and responsibilities. 
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English 
 
Choose this subject if you like the Law and/or English 

In studying Legal Studies, students will learn about: 
 

• beyond reasonable doubt 

• balance of probabilities 

• law, governance and change 

• human rights in legal contexts. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Examination — combination response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours 
 
Investigation — inquiry report (25%) 
Length: 1500–2000 words. 
 
Investigation — argumentative essay (25%) 
Length: 1500–2000 words 
 
Examination — combination response (25%). 
Time: 2 hours 

Studying Legal Studies can lead to: 
Law, law enforcement, criminology, justice studies, politics. 

 
 

Modern History General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Modern History provides opportunities for students to gain historical knowledge and understanding about some of the 
main forces that have contributed to the development of the Modern World and to think historically and form a historical 
consciousness in relation to these same forces. 
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English or Humanities 
 
Choose this subject if you like History and/or English. 

In studying Modern History, students will learn about: 
 

• ideas in the Modern World 

• movements in the Modern World 

• national experiences in the Modern World 

• international experiences in the Modern World 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Examination — essay in response to historical sources (25%) 
Time: 2 hours plus 15 minutes planning time 
Length: 800–1000 words 
 
Investigation — independent source investigation (25%) 
Length: 1500–2000 words total 
 
Investigation — historical essay based on research (25%) 
Length: 1500–2000 words. 
 
examination — short responses to historical sources (25%). 
Time: 2 hours 

Studying Modern History can lead to: 
History, education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, politics, journalism, the media, writing, academia, 
strategic analysis. 
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*Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies 

General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies recognises and is a study of the two distinct and diverse Indigenous groups in 
Australia: Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  The study of these two oldest living cultures in the world is 
fundamental to understanding a shared Australian identity. It makes students aware of the diversity and complexity in 
Aboriginal Cultures and Torres Strait Islander cultures through an approach that informs the understand of the past, 
present and future.  An inquiry approach to learning is adopted throughout the course of study.  
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English 
 
Choose this subject if you like English and/or History 
 

In studying Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, 
students will learn about: 
 

• culture, identity and connections 

• continuity, change and influences 

• responses and contributions 

• moving forward 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Examination — extended response (25%) 
Time: 2 hours plus 15 minutes planning time 
 
Investigation — inquiry response (25%) 
 
Investigation — inquiry response (25%) 
 
examination — short response (25%). 
Time: 2 hours 
 

Studying Modern History can lead to: 
Anthropology, The Arts, Education, Health, Journalism, Law, Medicine,  Politics, Psychology, Sociology, Social Work, Tourism 

 

Physical Education General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Physical Education provides students with knowledge, understanding and skills to explore and enhance their own and 
others’ health and physical activity in diverse and changing contexts.  
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 English 
 
Choose this subject if you like English and/or sport, and understanding the science behind movement 
 

In studying Physical Education, 
students will learn about: 
 

• motor learning, functional 
anatomy, biomechanics and 
physical activity 

• sport psychology, equity and 
physical activity 

• tactical awareness, ethics 
and integrity, and physical 
activity 

• energy, fitness and training, 
and physical activity. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Project — folio (25%) 
Length:  folio: 9–11 minutes  supporting evidence: 2–3 minutes 
 
Investigation — report (20%) 
Length:  1500–2000 words 
 
Project — folio (30%) 
Length:  folio: 9–11 minutes  supporting evidence: 2–3 minutes 
 
Examination — combination response (25%). 
Time: 2 hours plus 15 minutes perusal time. 
Length: 800–1000 words in total 

Studying Physical Education can lead to: 
Exercise science, biomechanics, the allied health professions, psychology, teaching, sport journalism, sport marketing and 
management, sport promotion, sport development 
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Physics General  Up to 4 QCE points 

Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings of the universe.  
 
Recommended achievement: B average in Year 10 Senior Science 
 
Choose this subject if you like to be challenged with scientific concepts of energy, matter, radiation, atoms. This is a 
challenging subject that requires high dedication to attending school and completing homework tasks. 
 

In studying Physics, students will 
learn about: 
 

• thermal, nuclear and 
electrical physics 

• linear motion and waves 

• gravity and 
electromagnetism 

• revolutions in modern 
physics. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Data test (10%) 
Time: 60 minutes plus 10 minutes perusal. 
Length: up to 500 words 
 
Student experiment (20%) 
written (e.g. scientific report), 1500–2000 words or  multimodal presentation (e.g. 
scientific poster presentation), 9–11 minutes 
 
Research investigation (20%) 
Length:  written (e.g. scientific essay), 1500–2000 words or multimodal 
presentation (e.g. scientific conference presentation), 9–11 minutes. 
 
External examination (50%). 
Paper 1 Time: 90 minutes  
Paper 2 Time: 90 minutes  

Studying Physics can lead to: 
Science, engineering, medicine, technology. 

 
  



20 
 

OTHER APPLIED OFFERINGS  
You can choose from any of the following subjects (Keep in mind; final timetable lines may impact your preferences).  
 
Applied subjects are focused more on preparing students for employment rather than university study.  For students 

wanting an ATAR pathway, choose only ONE applied subject maximum (Religion and Ethics is strongly advised in this 

case).  If wanting a VET or non-ATAR pathway, multiple Applied subjects can be selected.  

 

Visual Arts in Practice Applied  Up to 4 QCE points 

Visual Arts in Practice focuses on students engaging in art-making processes and making virtual or physical visual artworks. 
Visual artworks are created for a purpose and in response to individual, group or community needs. 
 
Choose this subject if you enjoy drawing, painting, sculpting with clay, lino printing and more.  
 

In studying Visual Arts in Practice, students will learn 
about: 
 

• visual mediums, technologies and techniques 

• visual literacies and contexts 

• artwork realisation. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Project 
 
Product 
 
Extended response 
 
Investigation 
 

Studying Visual Arts in Practice can lead to: 
Advertising, animation, ceramics, decorating, design, drafting, game design, illustrating, make-up artistry, photography, 
styling, visual merchandising. 
 

 

Dance in Practice Applied  Up to 4 QCE points 

Dance in Practice focuses on experiencing and understanding the role of dance in and across communities and, where 
possible, interacting with practising performers, choreographers and designers.  It has a global focus on various different 
dance styles across the world. 
 
Choose this subject if you like self-expression, movement, global & cultural dance styles, physical movement. 
 

In Dance in Practice students will learn about: 

• Dance Performance 

• Dance Production 

• Dance Literacies 
 
Topics include:   

• Celebration 

• Industry 

• Health 

• Technology 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Project 
 
Performance 
 
Product 
 
Extended response 
 
Investigation 
 

Studying Dance in Practice can lead to: choreography, dance education, dance teaching, performance and event production 



21 
 

 

Music in Practice Applied  Up to 4 QCE points 

Music in Practice gives students opportunities to engage with music and music productions, and, where possible, 
interact with practising artists.  
 
Choose this subject if you like composing music using software like Garageband, learning instruments, planning 
events, staging/movement/performance. 
 

 
Students learn about  
 

• Music Principles  

• Music Practices 
 
Topics include: 

• Music of Today 

• Building your Brand 

• The Cutting Edge 

• Live on Stage 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Project 
 
Performance 
 
Product (composition) 
 
Extended response 
 
Investigation 
 

Studying Music In Practice can lead to:  music management and promotions, performer/musician, critical listening, DJ, 
sound engineer, songwriter, concert promotor  

 


