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Mobile Phone and Computer Use Policy   

It is the School’s position that the encouragement of responsible mobile phone and computer use 
provides a means for students to learn about safe and responsible cyber practices; facilitates personal 
organisation and innovative engagement with the school curriculum; and prepares students for an 
increasingly technologically dependent world. This policy is designed to outline protocols for mobile 
phone and computer use within the school environment, give consequences for inappropriate use, and 
demonstrate ways for technology to be positively integrated into school life to achieve social and 
educational outcomes. 

The use of mobile phones and computers on excursions, camps and other school-based activities will 
be at the discretion of the responsible staff, who will signal their expectations prior to the activity. 

Mobile phones and computers brought to and kept at School, are used entirely at their owner’s risk. 
The School cannot accept any responsibility for theft, loss, damage, or health effects (potential or actual) 
resulting from such device use. Students and parents should recognise that mobile phones are a highly 
prized target for theft and that accordingly, phones should always be stored in a safe and secure place 
such as a locker with a padlock. Furthermore, parents and students should ensure that devices are 
properly and adequately insured as personal property prior to bringing them to school. 

Staff members will confiscate computers from students found using their laptop on school premises for 
any purpose other than an educational one. This means no games, YouTube (unless for class-based 
activities) or movies which are unrelated to school based activities are permitted to be viewed. 

No students should be on their laptop at recess time, unless they are studying with a teacher.  

At lunchtime, students in Years 7 – 9 are to be off their computer.  

In Years 10, 11 and 12 students may use their computers for school-based work outside of class time at 
lunchtime to complete homework tasks or to study. This can only be undertaken however in room 1.1 
William Street (WS) for Year 10 and 11 students and the Year 12 Murray Street (MS) Common Room for 
Year 12.  

Before school, students may only be on their computer in 1.1 and 1.2 for study purposes. These rooms 
will be opened by the Dean of School Operations at student request.  

Students found using their laptops outside of these areas or outside of the designated times will have 
their laptops confiscated and logged with the Associate Dean of Teaching & Learning (in Murray Street) 
or the Associate Dean of Students & Wellbeing (in William Street).  

Confiscated computers will be returned by the Associate Dean of Students & Wellbeing at the WS 
Campus only from 3.30pm.  

It is recommended that students in Years 7 – 9 switch off their mobile phones and leave them securely 
in their lockers from 8.30am to 3.30pm inclusive on Monday to Thursday, and 8.30am to 2.40pm on 
Friday respectively. 

However, students in Years 7 to 12 may have their phones with them when transitioning between the 
William Street and Murray Street campuses during the school day. They may not, however, be on their 
phones except in the event of an emergency. It is imperative that they not be on their phones when 
walking between the two buildings at any time. It should remain in their school bag during transition 
times.  
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Students found using their phones outside of these parameters will have their phones confiscated for 
the remainder of the day. They can be collected from the Associate Dean of Students & Wellbeing on 
Level One WS at the end of the day. A register of student phone confiscations will be kept.  

Those who have their phone confiscated twice in any one week will receive an after-school detention. 
Once confiscated, students are not allowed any access to their phone for the remainder of the school 
day.  

Phones may only be used on school premises or at school activities if express permission has been given 
by the supervising teacher or there is a special need, such as an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for this 
to occur. 

Mobile phones may be collected by teachers during classroom activities if this is deemed necessary at 
the time. Several classrooms have phone pouches for students to leave their mobile phones to ensure 
their learning is not disturbed. 

Mobiles phones are not permitted to be taken on school camps or excursions unless they are required 
for specific medical use. 

Students in Years 11 and 12 with senior status privileges may have their phones with them for 
emergency use at recess and lunchtime to ensure their safety and wellbeing whilst off campus at these 
times. They should however only be used in the event of an emergency and not whilst walking within 
the city. 

Mobile phones are not to be used at recess or lunchtime for listening to music, with or without 
earphones or EarPods.  

Parents who need to contact their child during the School day should do so by phoning School Reception 
on 9312 0800 or via email to studentreception@stgeorges.wa.edu.au and a staff member will ensure 
that a message is passed on.  

Parents are asked not to contact their child directly during the day via text, email or SEQTA direct 
messaging.  

During examinations and tests, students are not to have their phones on their person; phones must be 
switched off and either left in their lockers during such assessments or placed on the teacher’s desk for 
the duration of the assessment. 

Mobile phones cannot be used to take videos or pictures of another person without their consent at 
any time. Specific permission is required prior to the uploading of any video or picture onto social media, 
including but not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, and Instagram. Students are reminded that 
recording or posting material without a person’s consent is a serious breach of privacy and have serious 
consequences. 

Mobile phones may not be used on the stairwell or in the toilets at any time except for in an emergency. 
To do so constitutes a breach of occupational health and safety. Phones used in this manner will be 
confiscated immediately and not returned until the end of the day.  

Students may not engage in personal attacks, harass another person, or post private information about 
another person online in any form.  

Students using mobile phones to bully other students will face disciplinary actions as sanctioned by the 
Senior Executive Team and School Principal. 
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Students are not allowed to carry large headphones with them during the day unless this is part of their 
specific learning needs approved by the Head of Inclusive Education. 

Small EarPods may be carried in case of a class based listening activity or for study purposes, however 
they may not be worn when travelling between buildings or in and around the School unless specific 
permission has been given for this by a member of the Senior Executive Team.  

Noise-cancelling headphones may only be used on school premises or at school-based activities/events 
if there is a special need for such use. This may be at the request of the teacher for a specific activity or 
via a direct student need as identified by an Individual Education Plan (IEP). 

Students found to be wearing ear pods or other listening devices without permission will have them 
confiscated for the remainder of the day and collected from the Associate Dean of Students & Wellbeing 
at the WS campus only at the end of the day. 

Whilst smartwatches are permitted to be worn to school, they can only be used as a regular watch for 
checking the time. They may not be worn during an assessment and should always be on aeroplane 
mode whilst at school. They are not permitted to be worn during the course of any examination.  

If a student is found using a smart watch for any other purpose than checking the time it will be 
confiscated and permission to wear one may be rescinded. 

The upholding of these guidelines by all within the School Community supports the responsible use of 
technology throughout the school and aids St George’s Anglican Grammar School in always prioritising 
an environment conducive to learning and active study within the parameters of the school grounds 
without the intrusion of such technologies. 

If any aspects of this policy are broken the following consequences will apply: 

a. Phone will be confiscated for the remainder of the day. 

b. Confiscation will be logged in the register and a SEQTA note will be recorded by the 

Associate Dean of Students & Wellbeing.  

c. Parents will be contacted if this is a repeat offence. 

d. Students who are regularly having their mobile phone confiscated may be required to 

hand their phone in to the Associate Dean of Students & Wellbeing for the entirety of 

a school day, over a designated period of time, as a reinforcement of the need to 

adhere to the Mobile Phone Use policy. 

e. An afterschool detention will be issued if a mobile phone is confiscated twice in any 

one week. 

f. If a student receives more than two detentions for abuse of the mobile phone policy 

within any one term, then an internal suspension will occur should there be another 

breach. 

g. If a student receives more than two internal suspensions in any given term for abuse 

of the mobile phone policy, then parents will be contacted, and the student will be 

externally suspended for a day. 

h. All confiscated phones must be turned off by the owner prior to being handed to the 

staff member. Phones will be held securely in the Associate Dean’s office at both WS 

and MS campuses and can be collected from the Associate Dean of Students & 

Wellbeing at the WS campus only at the end of the day. 

 


