MUSIC

at St George's

Why learn Music?

Co-Curricular Music
Instrumental Program
Advanced Music Program (AMP)




“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to
the imagination and life to everything.”
PLATO

Music at St George’s Anglican Grammar School

Music is an integral part of the fabric of St George’s, shaping the rhythm of daily life and enriching
the experiences of all who are part of our community. Music plays a central role in School
community events such as Chapel Services, Exhibitions, School Celebrations, Assemblies, as well as
Annual Concerts and Festivals. It provides opportunities for creativity, self-expression, and growth,
while bringing people together in ways that transcend words.

Our music program is built on the values of inclusivity, excellence, and collaboration. Every student
is encouraged to discover their musical voice—whether through performance, composition, or
technology—and to develop their skills in a supportive and inspiring environment. We believe that
music is for everyone, and our program reflects this, offering diverse opportunities for students at
all levels of experience.

Collaboration lies at the heart of everything we do. From rehearsals and ensembles to
performances and productions, students learn the importance of working together, supporting
one another, and striving towards shared goals. Excellence is achieved not only through hard work
and dedication, but also through the joy of making music with others.

This handbook will guide you through the many opportunities available, outlining expectations,
programs, and pathways designed to help you make the most of your musical journey.

Together, we celebrate music as a vital part of who we are as a school—an ever-present reminder
that when we create and share music, we build community, connection, and lifelong memories.

The Australian Education Review highlights international research
which demonstrates that compared to students who are deprived
of arts experiences, those students whose learning is embedded in
the Arts achieve better grades and overall test scores, are less likely
to leave school early, rarely report boredom and have a more
positive self-concept.

A two-year study in Switzerland of 1200 children scientifically demonstrated playing music
improved children’s reading, verbal skills, concentration, memory and self-expression. Children
made rapid developments in speech and learned to read with greater ease. They also learned
to like each other more, enjoyed school more and were less stressed, indicating they were
better able to handle performance pressure. Students report that the expressive Arts provide
opportunities for building confidence and the development of a sense of self.




Why learn Music?

Classroom Music

Classroom Music provides all students with the opportunity to explore the fundamentals of music
through listening, performing, and creating, fostering a lifelong appreciation for the art form.

In Years 7 and 8, all students participate in compulsory Music classes, building a strong
foundation in listening, performing, and creating that equips them with essential skills and
confidence for future musical pathways.

In Years 9 and 10, students can choose Music as an elective, allowing them to deepen their
practical and theoretical knowledge while developing skills in performance, composition, and
music technology.

For those with a particular passion and aptitude, the Advanced Music Program (AMP) in Years 7—
10 offers extension opportunities, challenging students to achieve excellence through enriched
learning and performance experiences.

In the senior years, students may pursue the VET Music pathway in Years 11 and 12, gaining
industry-recognised skills and qualifications that provide a valuable foundation for further study or
future careers in the music and creative industries.

“I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy; but most
importantly music, for the patterns in music and all the arts are
the keys to learning”.

PLATO



“Music is a world within itself, it’s a language we all understand.”
STEVIE WONDER

Being part of an ensemble at school teaches students the value of teamwork, communication, and
collaboration, as every member contributes to a shared musical goal. Ensemble playing builds
confidence, sharpens listening skills, and encourages responsibility—both to the music and to
fellow performers. It also provides a strong sense of belonging, as students work together,

celebrate achievements, and support one another through challenges. Beyond developing musical
skills, ensembles create lasting friendships and memorable experiences, reminding students that
the joy of music is often greatest when shared. Invitations to join an ensemble will be made in
consultation with the Instrumental Tutors, Class Music Teachers and Music Coordinator.

A student may choose to audition for several ensembles.

Our Music Ensembles:
« Year 7 Rock Band
» Year 8 Rock Band
« Year 9 Rock Band
» Year 10 Rock Band
» Year 11 Rock Band
» Year 12 Rock Band
« Voices
» String Ensemble
» Concert Band
» Jazz Ensemble (auditioned)
» Percussion Ensemble
« Brassterminds
« Electrocity Ensemble (auditioned)

» Chapel Music

¢ School Production

(Musical every 2™ year)






Instrumental Program

“The true beauty of music is that it connects people. It carries a
message, and we, the musicians, are the messengers.”
ROY AYERS

Individual Music Lessons

Learning a musical instrument at school offers students far more than just the ability to play notes
on a page—it develops discipline, focus, and resilience, while also nurturing creativity and self-
expression. Regular practice builds perseverance and a strong work ethic, skills that carry over into
every area of study and life. Playing an instrument also strengthens memory, coordination, and
listening skills, all while boosting confidence through performance. Perhaps most importantly, it
provides a sense of joy and achievement, whether performing solo or as part of an ensemble, and
fosters connections with others through the shared language of music.

Individual Lessons Offered

Individual lessons are currently offered on the following instruments:

o Flute .
. « Violin
o Clarinet .
« Viola
« Alto Saxophone
« Double Bass
« Tenor Saxophone
« Cello
e Trumpet ) )
 Electric Guitar
e Trombone _ _
» Acoustic Guitar
« French Horn .
) ) » Bass Guitar
 Baritone/Euphonium

] » Voice
¢ Orchestral Percussion

_ « Music Production/Technology
e Drum Kit

 Songwriting/Composition
« Piano/Keyboard
The minimum enrolment period is one (1) year. Enrolment is ongoing unless the Music
Department is notified otherwise. Students do not need to re-enrol at the end of each vyear.
Students will remain enrolled unless they withdraw at the end of the year. Please refer to
‘Withdrawal from Programme’ for withdrawal procedures.

New enrolments for the following term must be received by the second-last week of the current
term.



Instrumental Program

Instrument Loan

Please make sure your child has access to an instrument prior to their first lesson. There are
commercial hire and rent-to-buy schemes available.

As the hire and/or purchase of instruments represents a considerable cost and barrier to learning, St
George’s offer an Instrument Loan program, providing substantial savings and offering students with
a pathway into instrumental lessons that otherwise may not exist. The successful applicant will be
offered an instrument free of hire by the School. In most cases the Instrument Loan is ongoing.
Students who receive an Instrument Loan are expected to continue their lessons until they leave the
School. Please note Instrument Loan does not cover music books, consumables such as reeds, or any
instrument servicing or repairs required arising from damage or misuse.

Apply for a loan via the form on our website at this link: https://www.stgeorges.wa.edu.au/student-
life/forms or by scanning the QR code below.

Evaluation and Reporting

Individual Instrumental reports are issued with School Reports at the end of each semester.

Storage of Instruments at School

Students may leave their instruments in the Music Department before school. It is essential that
all instruments be clearly labeled with the name of the student, and preferably be locked. St.
George’s takes every reasonable effort to ensure the security of instruments stored at the school.
However, the school takes no responsibility for any instrument left on the premises.

Fee Structure Scan the QR Code for an

. . Application to Enrol or Loan
The current fee structure for music lessons is as follows: PP

30-minute lesson:  $36.50 per lesson
40-minute lesson:  $49.00 per lesson

*Current as of April 2026

Absences
If a student is unable to attend their instrumental music lesson due to an assessment or
excursion, the Music Tutor must be notified directly at least 48 hours in advance so the lesson can
be rescheduled.

If a student is absent due to illness, the Music Tutor must be informed directly by 7:30am on the
day of the lesson. Please note that contacting Student Services or School Administration is not an
acceptable method of notifying the Tutor.

Where a Tutor has not been notified of an absence by the required time, the missed lesson will be
charged.

Withdrawal from Programme

A term’s notice of withdrawal from lessons must be given to allow for re-scheduling of Music Tutor
timetables. Withdrawal from lessons takes effect from the term following the date of notice.
Students who submit a withdrawal notice mid-term are required to complete the term.
Submission of the completed Withdrawal Form to the Music Department. The form can be
obtained from the Music Department or via the QR code.


https://www.stgeorges.wa.edu.au/student-life/forms
https://www.stgeorges.wa.edu.au/student-life/forms




AMP Overview

Our Advanced Music Program offers passionate young musicians the opportunity to extend their
skills and deepen their understanding of music beyond the standard curriculum.

Designed for students who show commitment and talent, the program provides additional class
time to refine instrumental or vocal technique, enhance ensemble performance, and develop a
strong foundation in music theory and aural skills. Students in the program benefit from tailored
instruction, composition and recording opportunities, and preparation for further pathways such
as VET and General Music in Years 11 and 12.

Entry is by audition through the submission of a video performance, allowing dedicated students
to showcase their musical ability and enthusiasm for learning.




Advanced Music Program (AMP)

Music Pathways
POST-SCHOOL MUSIC STUDIES

There a number of pathways for students once they have completed school.
« University | Certificate in Music can contribute to the entrance score for many University
courses
o TAFE | Certificate IV/Diploma in Music, Music Production, or Music Business

« Professional and/or Recreational Music Making (Semi-Professional, Amateur Musician)

CAREERS IN MUSIC
o Performer e Music Director
o Army/Navy/Air Force Musicians « Sound Designer

» Composer/Arranger
. . « Publishing
o Music Therapist

«+ Sound Engineer/ Editor (live, studio, radio, « Promotions, Merchandising, Marketing
TV, film) o Teacher (Instrumental, Classroom,

» Recording Engineer Lecturer)






“I often think in music.
| see my life in terms of music.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

)

More Information

For more in depth information, or should you have any specific queries regarding music and the
opportunities offered, please contact the Head of Music, Mrs Lynette Taylor on
music@stgeorges.wa.edu.au

To fill in an application form for AMP, Instrumental Music Lessons or Instrument Loan, please go to
our website via this link: https://www.stgeorges.wa.edu.au/student-life/forms

or by scanning this QR code:


mailto:music@stgeorges.wa.edu.au
https://www.stgeorges.wa.edu.au/student-life/forms
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